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The Brompton Library 


This popular series of over 50 volumes covers many varied hobbies, sports, 

and more serious subjects from, for example, Ornithology to Handicrafts, pane 

Archaeology to Electronics, Prices are 12/6 and 15/-. ; 
A detailed list is available free 






The junior Travel Series 
. These books capture the authentic atmosphere of the places described and are 
¡deal to read when planning a holiday or for obtaining a background knowfedge: 


of the city or country in question. Titles are Let's Look: at: London; Paris; 
Sey Treland; Spain; Switzerland; and Wales. Prices are 15/~ and 16/ -. 
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Careers Books 


These are F students and their parents and teachers. Their aim is to hole 

. decide whether the career described would be suitable, how to enter the career. 
and how to make a success of it. Prices:are from 12/6 to 15/— 

A leaflet giving details of the first 12 titles is available ` ` as 


^: Books on Coaching for Sports  . 
' These books are popular with sports enthusiasts and their coaches, Titles are’ 


Coaching for: Gymuastics; Rowing; Rugby Football; Swimming; and Track 
and Field Athletics, Prices are from 9/6 to 15/-. 
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PROJECTS FOR — 


"M. S. Fellows gives advice for senior unis and «their teachers on the aon 
Eg of ineneting projects and how to set about them. -= Illustrated in 


For our complete list and for regular information about our new bdoks 
please send your name and address to— — 
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Librarian 


THE WORD GOES ROUND 


A pronouncement by the Library Asso- 
ciation quoted by the Annual Report of the 
Britigh Council, quoted in The Bookseller 
of 4th December, quoted again in The 
Assistant Librarian; has covered a lot of 
ground, and one hopes has been read by 
some people who can do something 
about it. 


It says “the millions of Commonwealth 


citizens who are becoming first generation 
readers. must have access to good libraries 
„unless their literacy is to go to waste, or 
they are to use it on reading matter which 


' Is trivial or worse.” 


The Bookseller continues, "This relates 
to post-school reading, but the need during 
school years in many countries is as great 
... The cost of regular presentations would 


++ be astronomical, besides the fact that each 


‘group of books presented would be avail- 
able to only a very restricted group of 


“The economical answer, it is considered, 
would be the development of a schools 
library service as part of a national library 
service, which would keep its bookstock 
always on the move. Jamaica has a service 
of this kind, supported by the Ministry of 
Education there, which regularly sends 
library vans to over 700 infant, primary and 
senior schools with a total of over 260,000 
Pupils and keeps in circulation a stock of 
about 200,000 books. A few African coun- 
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A great part of this issue of the Assistant 


one.” 


*- is taken up with Children's Books and 


.Libraries. Children are our future; in 
Britain and abroad it would be hard to 
overestimate the influence that books could 
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have on it. We hope that the word will get 
round in time. 


FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE.... 


comes an interim report by four 
people who went on the A.A.L.' Study 
Tour. It appears in this issue, pages 20-24. 
The A.A.L. hopes to publish a detailed 
report in due course, to be issued together 
with the report of the U.S. Study Tour. | 


DON'T FORGET THE DANISH 


Preliminary arrangements are now being 
made for a Study Tour of Denmark, to 
take place in the Autumn of 1966. Will 
members interested please write to Peter 


Davis, A.L.A., 65c Belsize Park Gardens, 


London, N.W.3. Further details will be 
aotified as soon as possible. 


GETTING ORGANISED 


Included in this issue of the Assistant 
Librarian is a leaflet giving details of the 
Association's Weekend School to be held 
at Carmarthen in April. The theme this 
vear is one which is of growing importance 
and interest in the profession. We cannot 
claim that this is the first Weekend School 
to have dealt with it, but we do claim that | 
far too little attention has been paid to it. 
Those of you who have been to previous 
A.A.L. Schools will realise that this leaflet 
gives only the barest outline of the week- 
end. Why not come and see the full treat- 
ment? Incidentally, for those with their 
cwn transport who are willing to make the 
slight detour, we can arrange for a visit to 
the College of Librarianship at Aberystwyth 
after the School finishes on Monday. This 
is not part of the School, and we regret that 
we cannot arrange transport for you. 
ROY OXLEY, Conference Secretary, 
Belper, Derbyshire. 


THE PRESIDENT, 1966 


‘Jean Plaister; Director, South Eastern 
Regional Library System. Entered librarian-, 
ship “at Swindon and is grateful for the 
stimulus and enthusiasm received from the 
staff of the then infant library system. After 
four years graduated to Oxford, which she 
left reluctantly to obtain “experience” as 
lending librarian at Bromley, Kent. Here, 
she was press-ganged into A.A.L. service 
as Divisional Treasurer. Moved to Gilling- 
ham, Kent as Deputy, and. became further 
involved in professional affairs under the 
influence of Norman Tomlinson. 

Decided an F.L.A. wasn't enough and 
took an external degree in economics. Left 
Gillingham in December 1961 for the South 
Eastern Region. 

Was Chairman of the Kent Division, 
then Membership Officer of the A.A.L. 
1960-62, and Honorary Secretary 1963-64. 
Has enjoyed every moment of her work for 
the A.A.L. (well almost), and valués the 
many: friendships she has made. l 

Enjeys talking and the stimulus of a good 
argument. Dislikes pomposity and hypo- 
crisy. Relaxes at the theatre and looking at 
pictures, sculpture and old Churches: has a 
weakness for buying clothes (particularly 
hats). Is a career girl and thoroughly 
enjoys it. . 


PRESIDENT’S NEW YEAR 
MESSAGE 


If you are like me you will be making 


. resolutions. Each New Year is a challenge 


—the opportunity to think again and to 
develop new ideas. I believe the A.A.L. is 
facing a challenge, and that this year could 
be a crucial one in the history of the 
Association. ; i 

There is a vital need fòr students to have 


a vehicle for the co-ordination of their 


opinions, and give effective expression of 


‘these opinions at the highest professional 


level. From 1st January, 1967 new entrants 
to the profession will no longer be eligible 
to vote in Library Association elections and 





Annual ‘General Meeting, and hence, the 
only effective channel for these members 
should be the A.A.L. I believe we must 
make the A.A.L. this channel, if necessary, 


by the complete re-organisation of” the. 


A.A.L. Council and Divisional Committees. 

As the traditional education activities of 
the A.A.L. pass away, there are new fields 
to explore. The Association has organized 
two study tours to the U.S.A. and Russia, 
and I hope we can make these an annual. 
event-—Denmark and East Africa are in the | 
air! The A:A.L. must also organize courses 
and conferences for the. newly-qualified 
librarian. 

So far the A.A.L. has taken little interest 
in National Library Week. If this valuable 
means of promotion and publicity is to 
succeed, I believe that all librarians must 
take a more active part. Younger librarians 
must meet young publishers and others in 
the book trade. The A.A.L. must become a: 
more positive force in the profession" 

The A.A.L. can stil] have a vital part to 
play, but this is 1966 and we must be 
"with it.” e 

Thank you for the honour you have paid 
me in electing me to be your President for 


. 1966. I am looking forward to meeting 


many of you during the year ahead, and of 

hearing your views. 
A happy New Year and the best of luck 

to you all. SC 


Advertisement 
Enquiries 


should be addressed to: 

The Advertisement Manager, | 
“The Assistant Librarian’, | 
c/o S.E.R.LS., 

National Central Library, 


Store Street, London, W.C.1. 











The Great Lawgiver Speaks. S. Dann. 10/6d. Cr. @vo. 128pp. Cloth. A 
treatise on God's Laws for mankinds happiness on earth here and now, 
also on Crime and Lawlessness, its Cause and Cure, their bearing on 
Morals, the Poor, the Sick, Poisons in Food, etc. d 

700 Years of Parliament. A Quiz with over 500 Entertaining and Instruc- | 
tive Questions with Answers. Arranged by Edgar J. Ford., F.R., Econ.S. 


Cr. 8vo. 144pp. Cloth. 12/6d. More than a book of entertainment e”. 
is a fount of knowledge and information. K 

The Mystery of Riviere House. P. Sowden, 10/6d. Cr. 8vo. 128pp. Cloth. 
Hlustrated. The exciting adventures of two children in Cornwall —a 
princess, spies and a secret cave. 


STOCKWELL LTD. ILFRACOMBE, DEVON. 





CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES 


Edited by Miss J. Knott, B.A., F.L.A., 
Lecturer, Newcastle School of Librarianship 


Work with Children in 
Nottinghamshire County Libraries 


Let mé ‘say right away that I had no 
intention of working with children; I was 
driven into it by a staff shortage, gradu- 
ally became more interested, was helped 
and encouraged by many people, and am 
now School Librarian in a comprehensive 
school. 


. After two years of work with children 


my impressions are a kaleidoscope of gay 
books, dirty hands, hard work, infuriating 
and endearing children, and a constant 
sense of never knowing what's to come 
next.» 

Branch work is fairly predictable—book 
selection, story hours, school exchanges, 
arranging displays, helping with home- 
- work, selecting stock for the. Young Adult 
section, and helping to staff the Holiday 
Mobile library. It was to this that I 
returned from Library School, and I 
greatly enjoyed it. 

The exchange of school hee books 
shocked me into a realisation of how little 
many teachers know of children's books, 
‘though most of them willingly accept 
advice, and will gladly ask for help when 
they realise it is available. It was through 
School Exchanges that several teachers 
asked for and received special collections 
of books for backward readers. 

Work with teenagers in the Young 
Adult section worried me greatly at fist, 
simply because I failed completely. It's 
hard to remember how ancient anyone over 


twenty seems to a young teenager, or how 


you once thought you knew everything too. 
After compiling a selection of books which 
parents read avidly and their children 
ignored, I got to know some of the teen- 
agers and asked their ‘advice. What 


interested them? What was wrong with 


their section of the library? They gave their 
Avice willingly and the section began to be 
ter used. It was emphasised that the pur- 
of this section was so that they didn't 
t in the vast numbers of adult books, 
especially fiction. The problem was greater 
with regard to the non-fiction since junior 
members of the library use adult non-fiction 
“for homework from quite an early age. ~ 
The Holiday Mobile Library has received 







much publicity; I will just say briefly that 
it is a service run by Nottinghamshire 
County Library for the benefit of those 
children who live in areas of the County 
not served by a branch library. 1t operates, 
during the school summer holidays, from 
a library van, similar to an adult Mobile, 
which is stocked with fiction for: children 
of all ages up to about seventeen. Twice in 
the course of the day the Librarian holds a 
session of story telling for those children 
who wish to stay after they have exchanged 
their books, and these sessions are usually 
much appreciated. It is great fun, as well as 
worthwhile. Where else are you greeted by 
cheers on arrival, or asked to hold twin 
goat kids while their proud owner chooses 
a book? 

For the past six months I have been a 
School Librarian in a new comprehensive 
school, still in Nottinghamshire. This has 
proved even more hectic than branch work, 
especially as teachers, who almost ignored 
the library at first, now rush in to ask for 
help, advice, books and illustrations with 
a-touching faith. 

In complete contrast to branch work, 
children help to run the School Library. 
After first passing a test, monitors look 
after the issue desk, reservations, mending 
and me. 

The great difference between helping 
children in a school as opposed to those in 
a branch is that in the case of the former 
one is able to consult with a teacher just 
what the child wants, and what his ability 
is. It is also much more usual to be shown 
the piece of work resulting from the query. 

The atmosphere in the School Library is 
very formal, as is that in a branch, but there 
is usually less noise as some children are 
doing homework. 

It is surprising to see the number of 
children in school who do not use the 
library, and how few use the books in it 
to help with school work. One of the most 
rewarding features of the job is to see a 
child one'has helped return again and again. 
This illustrates, though, the most frighten- 
ing aspect of any work with children, the 
complete faith they have in anyone they 
have accepted. 

A great deal of pleasure comes my way 
from the less able readers who use the 


3 


library. If their confidence can be won they 
willingly ask for help and often read books 
of a much higher literary standard, though 
at a lower reading age, than do the more 
able readers. 

The children make the job, conventional 
though that sounds. Whether they are 
making you laugh, making you furious, or 
surprising you by their commonsense, “hey 
are really all that matters. 


Miss E. A. LEAMAN, School Librarian, 
The Dukeries Comprehensive Sthool, New 
Ollerton, Nottinghamshire. 


Extension Work with Children in 
Bradford Public Libraries 


Five of Bradford’s 31 branch libraries 
have a separate Junior Library. The first of 
these was opened in 1953, and in the same 
year a programme of extension activities 
was introduced to attract children to the 
library. We began with Story Hours. At 
first these were organised for two age 
groups, children from five to ten, and those 
from ten to fifteen. But the attendance of 
the second age group was never as high as 
that of the younger children, so, to cater 
for the older library members, we decided 
to start a Junior Library Club, with a series 
of lectures, film shows and colour slide 
projections. From the start these were very 
- successful, and have remained so down to 
the present; their popularity may be gauged 
by the fact that attendance has never 
dropped below fifty. 

The lectures cover a wide variety of 
topics; the most popular subjects are 
natural history and talks on hobbies and 
travels. Last year two branch libraries ran 
clubs; their programmes included talks on 
birds and reptiles (the latter illustrated 
with live examples!); potholing, keeping 
pets and rabbits—-with a display of articles 
made from rabbitskin; and travel talks on 
Morocco, Tunisia and Switzerland. In a 
talk on the City’s museums, the Schools 
Museums Officer demonstrated the use of 
historical abjects like a candle snuffer and a 
ruffle tron. Some of the lectures have been 
given by former library club members—one 
gave a talk on a world tour he had enjoyed 
at the expense of the R.A.F., when a 
member of the audience was delighted to 
wear a grass skirt and play tambourines 
which had come from Christmas Island! 
We also have members’ evenings when 
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young people have an opportunity to prac- 
tise public speaking by giving talks on the: 
hobbies and interests. These talks usually. 
last 15 minutes, and cover topics like 
scouting, ice-skating, keeping pigeons and 
rabbits, conjuring, ballet dancing and the 


-St. John’s Ambulance Cadets. 


Lectures are held weekly from October 
to April, and are open to 10 to 15 year 
olds, though they attract mainly the 11 to 
13 year olds, 
societies are a good. source of speakers; a 
local society often has junior membership 
and will be keen to send a speaker along as “ 
the lecture affords them a good opportunity: 
of interesting the younger generation in the ' 
work of the society. Programmes with 
details of forthcoming lectures are distri- 
buted through the libraries and also through 
secondary schools in the locality. eLocal 
newspapers are very helpful in reporting 
activities. 

Obviously, as iic aim of the clubs is to 
stimulate reading, appropriate book dis- . 
plays are put on for each lecture; speakers 
are usually most helpful in referring to 
books. Lectures often stimulate further — 
interest in the subject, both through books 
and in other ways — for instance, some 
members have taken up youth hostelling 
and others have joined a local archaeology - 
group. Two 15 year old boys help with 
story hours, and it is interesting to note - 
that eight former library club members 
have taken up librarianship as a career. 

Three other branch libraries run weekly 
meetings for play reading and acting, model 
making and puppetry. Again, our starting 
point is’ books; the aim of the model 
making club was to create an interest which 
the members could follow up in their own 
time with the aid of these books. The pup- ` 
pet club made glove puppets and performed 
plays like Cinderella, Red Riding Hood and 
Jack and the Beanstalk. At one performance 
an amusing igcident occurred when the 
woodcutter said to the wolf: "I am going 
to chop off your head." The head had 
worked loose during the performance and. 
at that moment it dropped off and roll 
into the audience. After the initial sh 
there was much laughter. 

Activities do not lapse during th 
mer; we organise "Holiday Specials" — 
outings to places of local interest. 

Story Hours are held every week at fiv. 
branch libraries, with help given b 
students of the Margaret McMillan Colleg- 








as one might expect. Local . ` 





The Faber Storybook 
Edited by KATHLEEN LINES 


“There is ...a splendid variety of subject matter and a 
wide range of tone and period, something for everyone 
and everything for the more appreciative few”-— 


Junior Bookshelf. 


A Stranger at 
Green Knowe 
L. M. BOSTON 


. 9 “An outstanding, often beautiful, 
Story" — NAOMI LEWIS. 

The Observer. Drawings by 

Peter Boston. 15/- 


Awarded the Library Associations 


Carnegie Meda! 


The Thursday 

Kidnapping 

ANTONIA FOREST 

“A lively, intelligent, well-written 
story about families in ‘present-day 


Hampstead” — NAOMI LEWIS, 
Smith’s Trade News. 15/- 


Commended by the Library Association 


Old Winkle and 
the Seagulls 


ELIZABETH & GERALD ROSE 


“The story is simple and excellent. 
The drawing is full of fun, liveliness 
and good observation"— 

Junior Bookshelf Illustrated in 
colour and black and white by 

i Gerald Rose. 12/5 


Awarded the Library Association's 
| Kate Greenaway Medal 


Illustrated in colour and black 
and white by Alan Howard 25/- 


The Twelve and 
the Genii 


PAULINE CLARKE 


“May well be one of the half-dozen 
best children's books of 1962”-— 
MARGERY FISHER, 

Growing Point, Drawings by 
Cecil Leslie. 13/6 

Awarded the Library Association's 
Carnegie Medal 


Seraphina 
MARY K. HARRIS 


“Miss Harris writes with great 
sympathy and insight of how a very 
lonely school girl begins to come 
to terms with herself"— 

Liverpool Daily Post. Drawings 
by Sheila Rose, 13/6 


Commended by the Library Association 


Mrs Easter and 
the Storks 


V. H. DRUMMOND 


“It shows her inimitable sense of 
style in prose and line, her warm 
kindly humour, her feeling for 
sweetly grotesque characters, above 
all her respect for her audience"— 
Junior Bookshelf. Illustrated by the 
author in colour and black and white. 
9/6 

Awarded the Library Association's 

Kate Greenaway Medal 


Faber Books for the young 
24 Russell Square London WC] 


of Education in Bradford. These attract 
mainly the six to eight year olds. A weekly 


story hour is also held in the children's - 


wards at the local hospital; this is followed 
up by a hospital library service. 

Although the Public Library does not 
provide a service to schools in Bradford, 
there is full co-operation between the 
schools and the library. Classes visit branch 
libraries for talks on the work of the 
library. Some classes, of less able readers, 
simply visit the library each week to change 
their library books. The libraries have 
special collections of books for the less able 
reader, and also collections of books in 
French for the benefit of junior schools and 
books in the Initial Teaching Alphabet. 
The large District Libraries have collections 
' of books for Young Adults. A library ser- 
vice is provided at a school for physically 
handicapped children. The older children 
from this school are brought to the library 
by ambulance to change their books. 


Schools doing project work are encour- 
aged to visit the nearest library, where 
special collections of books on the relevant 
subjects are made available. Topics studied 
have included Mediaeval History and 
Heraldry, Coins and civic departments like 
the Waterworks and the Police Force. 
Primary schools in Bradford make schoo! 
journeys to places of interest in the York- 
shire Dales or at the coast, and the library 
makes books available dealing with the 
geography, geology and natural history of 
the area to be visited. The books are avail- 
able on short term loan to the schools, and 
follow-up visits to the library are arranged. 


We also supply schools with a small 
exhibition of books if they request. Two to 
three hundred books are provided for dis- 
play; exhibitions are usually general in 
scope and designed to show parents, 
teachers and pupils the range of books 
available in the City Libraries. One exhibi- 
tion of books on music was arranged in 
co-operation with the Education Depart- 
ment for a three day music course for 
teachers. 

We have a larger scale Book Exhibition 
every two years. In 1964 some 1600 books 
were exhibited, 400 of which were lent by 
booksellers and the rest were library stock. 
Various publishers lent original paintings 
and illustrations of. children’s books which 
added to the colour and interest of the 
display. The Exhibitions are held in one of 
the District Libraries, and run for two 
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weeks. Last year two open lectures were 


held on the Wednesday evenings; the Guest 


Speakers were Mrs. Barbara Ireson, the 


children's writer, whose subject was 
“Writing for Children," and Miss E. 
Buchanan, Secretary of the Yorkshire 
Youth Libraries Group, on “Using a 


Library.” The attendance over the two 
weeks was over 2,000. 

Interest in reading has certainly grown. 
over the past twelve years; membership of 
the junior libraries has almost doubled 
during this period. Truly one can say that 
television, films and comics have not 
deterred young people from reading in 
Bradford. 

Mrs. VERA  JACQUES, 
Charge of Work with Young People, 
Bradford P.L. 


! e 
The Library and the Backward 
Reader 


"Its such a burden to you when you 


. can't read. I go to the notice board at work 


to read what's been put up and I'm very 
slow, and when I read it aloud 1 sometimes 
get the big words wrong and then they skit 
at me. I wish I could read quickly like 
them!” 

“When you used to read Mayor of 
Casterbridge and books like that to us, ] 
used -to have pictures in my mind all the 
way through. But when I read it for my- 
self I can't understand it. I only read love 
books with pictures in. I still try to read 
poetry but it doesn’t make sense.” ? 

These two seventeen year old ex-D 
stream girls, in conversation with their 
former teacher, express the handicap 
represented by illiteracy — they are de- 
prived at once of an essential tool of” 
modern life and of the enrichment of 
experience which is offered by literature. 
The problem of backwardness is not a 
small one. According to the Department 
of Education and Science, in 1963 there 
were 379 special schools in England and 
Wales attended by more than 37,000 
educationally subnormal boys and girls, 
well as a great variety of special class 
and centres designed to help slow lea 
children. "Reading has come to h@d a” 
central. place in education in a highly 
literate society. As standards of literacy 
have -risen, so have the demands made on , 
children. Whereas in days gone by a dull 







child would have been unlikely to learn to ' 


Librarian-in- ` 


: ED å M CERNI 
A ba , Nn “4 . r ^ Joy t e 


CHILDREN EVERYWHERE SERIES 


'The series which portrays, with a brief text and lavish photographs, 
the lives of children in other lands. 


PAUL IS A MALTESE BOY 


Text and Photographs by Charles de Jaeger 


‘Another attractive story based on excellent pictures. ..' Yorkshire 
Evening Post 12s 6d 


BOD BOOKS 
. B0D'S APPLE and BOD'S PRESENT 
Michael and Joanne Cole 






"The Bodbooks...aremarvellous... 
every stroke in the cartoon-like pic- 
tures portrays action and character, 
every sentence exudes personality 
and delight in words... Something 
d for everyone from two. I have not 

wearied ofreading them twiceaday.’ 

Jenny Joseph, The Listener 5s each 


I AM DAVID 


Anne Holm 


‘Anne Holm's Jam David ... won a 
Scandinavian prize for its brilliant 

depiction of the escape of the little 

boy who had spent almost all his 

. life in an Hast European concentra- 
ma  tioncamp...beautifully portrayed.’ 

m Arthur Calder-Marshall, The Listener 

18s 





METHUEN'S OUTLINES 


THE STORY 
OF NEWSPAPERS 


Denis Thomas 








e ‘Forreal variety ofillustration pick 
up THE STORY OF NEWSPAPERS 

. an extremely well-documented 
|. account.... Eastern Daily Press 15s 
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read and would have been little the worse 
for it, today he suffers because he feels 
personally inadequate by comparison with 
others who can.” ? 


What can the library do to help the 
backward reader? Many librarians feel 
that this is a problem for the teacher—and 
rightly so, in so far as remedial teaching 
methods are .concerned. But the girls 
quoted had not learned the value of read- 
ing until it was too late: — "You never 
read when you grow up," they said when 
they were at school. The realisation that 
books can be a source of interest and 
delight is a valuable stimulus in learning 
to read, and one that is as important to 
the dull as to the ordinary child. The 
attractive shelves of a .good children's 
library can help to provide this stimulus. 


Backwardness is a complex problem, 
but we- can divide backward readers for 
our purpose into two classes, each of which 
can be helped by the library. First of all, 
children who are generally retarded, who 
are of average or even more than average 
intelligence but who have fallen behind 
their classmates. A child may be retarded 
for a number of reasons—absence, frequent 
or prolonged, from school; emotional dis- 
turbances at home or at school may lead to 
difficulties with schoolwork; or he may be 
suffering from some physical defect—poor 
eyesight or hearing, for example. Such 
backwardness is usually temporary and the 
lost ground can be made up; usually the 
child will be taught in a remedial education 
centre or class until he is able to rejoin his 
normal age group. Obviously, in such a 
centre particular attention will be paid to 


_the three R's and to reading in particular. 
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Children from one remedial centre 
known to me greatly enjoyed their weekly 
visit to the library. We gave no formal 
talks, but simply offered friendly assistance 
in choosing a book. The library had a good 
stock of reading primers, books for back- 
ward readers and for beginners (like the 
Reindeer and Antelope books published by 
Hamish Hamilton) The children—7 to 9 
year olds—were not restricted to these, but 
had the free run of the library, including 
access to the adult library if they so wished. 
Picture books—Orlando, Babar, Madeline, 
Peter Rabbit and company — were great 
favourites. But all was grist to the mill; the 
children identified geraniums, spotted trains 
and kept rabbits with the help of books 
from the adult library. The school head 





attached great importance to the library 
visit as a part of his remedial course, 
encouraging, as it did, an interest in 
reading. 

As each group of children were ready to 
return to their normal schools, the cantre 
held an open day for parents; amongst 
other advice, the headmaster urged the 
importance of continuing library member- 
ship on parents. The library put on a small 
display of children's books to show what 
we had to offer. 

The educationaly subnormal child 
suffers from defective intelligence and can- 
not respond to normal education; he is slow 
to learn the basic techniques of reading and 
writing. He will usually be educated in a 


special school (sometimes residential) or a _ 


special class. His education aims at fitting ' 
him to take a useful place in society. It is 
important to realise that these children can 
be and are taught to read, even though they 
take longer to do so than children of 
average intelligence. 

The upper classes of special schools can 
benefit from visiting the library. Library 
membership can be important psychologi- 
cally to mentally handicapped children; 
they are different from the rest and they 
know it, but the ability to go to a library, 
get a. book and read it is valuable in making 
them feel that in this important respect they 
are not different from their fellows. 

What sort of provision should the library 
make for these children? They need to be 
able to find books within their reading 
ability, so there should be a good collection 
of reading primers and books specially. 
written for the backward reader, with 
simple texts but stories of interest to their 


'age group. Nowadays there is an increasing 
number of such books. There are a number, 


of guides to these books, of which the most 
useful are the publications of the Univer- 
sity of Bristol Institute of Education, A 
First Survey, of Books for Backward 
Readers and A Second Survey of Books for 
Backward Readers (University of London 
Press). These cover all available bowks and 
series down to 1962; the books are crigR- 
ally assessed by teachers of bac 
classes, and have been tried out in th 
room. Some reading primers are 1 
and the subject section includes a 
of series usually to be found in , 
dren's. library, for example, som 
popular Ladybird books, R. J. - 
Looking at History and Edward 
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and full-colour illustrations 
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eager young reader 
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Animals of the World, The National Book 
League's Help in Reading: books for the 
Teacher and the Backward Reader, selected 
by S. S. Segal, is also useful. 

Allen Pullen's 
(Combridge) is a guide to non-fiction suit- 
able for backward readers. Any librarian 
concerned to work with backward children 
would find it helpful to glance through his 
critical comments on the books listed to 
gain some idea of the kind of book which 
appeals to them. Included are, for example, 
Sasek's This is London, Marie Neurath’s 
Machines which seem to think, Munro 
Leaf's Science can be fun, as well as a 
number of Muller's Junior True Books. 

How to shelve readers? Primers, books 
specially written for slow readers and 
books for beginners should be shelved 
together for ease in finding (one can use 
some convenient heading such as “I can 
read a story’). To segregate such books 
under the counter or in a back room implies 
- that the backward reader will be restricted 
to this section. This is a mistake; free 
access to all the books is important; it ts 
only too easy to damp enthusiasm by inter- 
fering with the child’s free choice of books. 
“That children can derive pleasure and 
benefit only from books that are well within 
their reading capacity is a proposition 
strongly to be contested: they can, in fact, 

gain a very great deal from looking at 
illustrations and trying to sample the text 
of more difficult books and periodicals." ? 

A subiect arrangement of fiction could 
help these slow readers; one 
pointed out that they sometimes found it 
difficult to choose stories which appealed to 
them as they could not read the titles very 
quickly. 

As with other children, backward readers 
are best approached through their interests. 


These differ from those of normal children. 


only, perhaps, in being rather more narrow. 
"Backward boys show particular preference 
for adventure, mystery, detective and travel 
stories. Backward girls seem to prefer 
adventure stories which centre round family 
situations, Bible stories, fairy stories and 
books about domestic animals. The pro- 
vision of books about specialised interests 
and using a specialised vocabulary should 
not be forgotten. Children can usually man- 
age books which are a little too difficult for 
them if they are really interested.” * 
Formal talks on how to use the library 
are out of place. But the backward reader 
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Words of Persuasion’ 


Of reading. 


teacher 


.tions on 


should not be forgotten when story hours 
are organised —they, too, can enjoy hearing 
stories read and told. 

"The most important factor in what we 
call backwardness is lack of reading ability 


. . . we need today higher standardse —7 


literacy and it therefore becomes of the 
utmost importance to us to cultivate in 
children the power of reading in every 
way we can, to increase their skill and to 
raise standards." * The library can help to 
introduce D-stream girls to the pleasures 


JOAN KNOTT, Lecturer, Newcastle 
School of Librarianship. 


the Back” Times Educational 
Supplement, Sept. 10, 1965. f 
2 Slow Learners at School. Department of Edu- 
cation and Science, 1964. pave 6l. 
The Use of Books. Department of Education 
and Scicnce. 1964. page 28. 
The Education of Slow Learning Cla@ldren. 
He E. Tansiey and R. Gulliford, 1960, page 
5 Children’s Reading and Illiteracy. Dr. M. M. 
Lewis. page 8. 


REVIEWS 


PERKINS, Ralph. The Prospective 
Teacher's Knowledge of Library Funda- 
mentals. Scarecrow Press Inc. and Bailey 
Bros. & Swinfen, 1965. 47s. 6d. 

With typical American thoroughness 
Ralph Perkins, director of Library Educa- 
tion in- the University of North Dakota, 
has investigated how much prospective 
teachers know about the use of the library. 
He administered three library usage tests 
to a total of 4,170 final year students in 
various universities and colleges, to arrive 
at the conclusion that prospective teachers 
as a group cannot make intelligent use of 
library facilities. We are not told how 
many of them had had any instruction. 
One is bound to ask whether all thiy 
trouble was really necessary. 

The tests were a pilot survey 


1 “Voice from 


A t 


Peabody Library Information Test, de- 
signed by Dr. Louis Shores and Dr. 
Joseph Moore: and the Feagley Library 
Orientation Tést by Alice Feagley. The 
tests consisted of short questionnaires on 
such topics as matching up class numbers 
with book titles, interpreting the cafdlogu 
entry, the parts of the book and the use 
reference books — in each case items 
information simply had to be, ma 
surely an artificial method of 
ability to use a library. Many of oki ques- 






reference works co 
answered simply by guesswork. Some 
questions are pointless — the redder does. 


not have to be capable of arranging Dewey a 


numbers or catalogue card headings in 


q 
+ 


4 


drawn up =.. 
. by eight practising school librarians; the 


e 


YOUNE — 
MOTHER 


‘In this outstanding and beautifully produced book, 
Josephine Kamm takes her young readers on an 
enlightening and tactfully. conducted tour of what is 

all too often a dark, lonely and fear-ridden area, 

and succeeds in telling them how it feels to be the mother 
of an illegitimate baby.’ 

P. E, Bartlett in The School Librarian 


"Young Mother (like Josephine Kamm's earlier book 

Out of Step) has been very much appreciated by the. 
children and by me. These are just the kind of book needed 
in a school of our type, where the fourteen- or fifteen- 
year-olds are not on the whole sophisticated enough readers 
for adult books, and yet need something more demanding : 
than children's books. These are exactly right, being serious 
and honest explorations of situations that really interest 

the children at a level they can understand.’ 

Yvonne Redman, Head of the English Department, 
Duddeston Manor Bilateral School 


"Young Mother is a book which should be in every library. 
Where should it be? The answer is ideally in a bridge 
collection between the adult and children’s libraries. 
However, fewsEnglish libraries have such a collection, and 

it will do very well in the older readers section of 

the children’s library.’ 


Janet Hill, A.L.A. Lambeth Children’s Librarian. 


Josephine Kamm's Young Mother is published 
by APO Press at 15/- 
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order to be able to use a catalogue. If one 
is to conclude that anyone who does not 
know the number .of volumes in the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica or which encyclo- 
paedia alphabetizes by word cannot use a 
library to the best a lvintics then I sup- 
pose that few of us would pass the test. 

It would be interesting to know more 
about the effectiveness of present tech- 
niques Of instruction in the use of the 
library; the study reviewed unfortunately 
tells us little of value, s 


WARD, Martha E, and MARQUARDT, 
Dorothy A. Authors of Books for Young 
People. Scarecrow Press, Inc. and Bailey 
Bros. & Swinfen, 1965. 60s. 

"Authors of Books for Young People” 
includes 1030 biographies of children's 
writers; entries are based on biographical 
information compiled in the Children's 
Department of the Free Public Library, 
Quincy, Illinois, in response to requests by 
students. It is difficult to see what usetul 
purpose this publication serves. Selection 
is arbitrary, apparently depending on the 
number of times that a particular biography 
was requested. According to the preface, 
contemporary authors about whom it was 
difficult to locate facts were included in 
preference to well-known authors already 
covered elsewhere; Carroll, Grahame and 
Milne are in, but there is no mention of 
Nesbit or Ransome; Robert Graves and 
Norah Montgomerie are included, but not 
Mary Norton. For some reason or other 
' pseudonymous authors are entered under 
their real name with no reference from the 
pseudonym. 

Entries are brief; the information given 
is scrappy and consists largely of personal 
trivia—in entries of approximately 12 lines 
we are informed that Robert Louis Steven- 
son was married in the United States, and 
that George MacDonald's youngest daugh- 
ter became Lady Winifred Troup who lived 
in Kensington (!) Entries do not give a 
full list of titles, or even the most signifi- 
cant ones, dates of books are not given, 
nor, always, are dates of authors. Not 
recommended. 


COLE, Doris M., ed. The. Reading of 
Children: a symposium. Syracuse Uni- 
versity School of Library Science, 
Syracuse, New York; 1964. $1.50. 
“The Reading of Children” consists of 
papers by three authorities in this field. In 
“Children’s Books Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow,” Mrs. Ruth Hill Viguers (the 
editor of Horn Book Magazine) surveys 
briefly the development of children’s litera- 
ture from the earliest times to the present 
day, and restates the criteria of a good 
children’s book—to “touch the heart, excite 
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the mind and encourage the wonder of a 
childhood." She argues that dull, contrived 
writing may persuade children that books 
have nothing to offer, and believes that | 
children's librarians will play an increas- 
ingly important part in enabling as many 
children as possible to share the heragss 
of children's literature. 

What should be the aim of teaching 
children to read? Is it merely to enable 
them to decipher print? Or is it to make 
them into readers who can read with dis- 
crimination and enjoyment? Mrs. Sara K. 
Srygley, Associate Professor in the Library 
School of Florida State University, suggests 
that the test of the effectiveness of reading 
instruction is the kind and amount of read- 
ing that children do as they grow older. 
Reading may help people to become more 
mature; it may also arrest them at an 
infantile level of development; hence the 
need to introduce children to significant 
books and authors both at school and ig the 
library. 

Dr. Paul A. Witty, of North Western 
University, in his paper "Reading to Satisfy 
Interest and Needs,” discusses the effect of 
reading on personality development. He 
quotes a case history of a maladjusted boy 
to show how books were used to help him, 
and suggests that books can help children 
with varying needs and abilities. As Dr. 
Witty points out, we still don’t know much 
about how people are affected by reading; 
more light on this question would be 
valuable. 





WALLER, Jessie L. The Story of Fins- 
bury: retold for children. Finsbury 
Public Libraries, 1965. 


This is a very pleasant excursion into 


- local history by the Children’s Librarian of ` 


Finsbury. Miss Waller is particularly 
interesting on place names—we are imme- 
diately intrigued at the outset to learn that d 
Clerkenwell derives its name from a well 
which still exists—the Clerk’s Well, where 

the Parish Clerks of the City used to per- 
form Mystery Plays in the Middle Ages. 

The medieval vineyards of Finsbury are 
recalled in Vigerard Walk. In a place like 
Finsbury, local gnd national history often 
meet — so we have an account of the en- 
counter between Richard II and Wat Tyler 

at Smoothefielde (or Smithfield). afan 
well known figures turn up—-the herbalis 
Gerarde used to wander in the fields on th. - 
higher ground of Pentonville gatheg 
herbs and wild flowers to make upg his 
medicines. According to Samuel pys,- 
women actors were seen for the first time 
on any stage at the Red Bull Theatre. 
Thomas Sadler discovered a well with water , ^ 
containing medicinal ingredients and used it 

as an advertisement to get people to come 
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to his music hall. But in the 18th century 
‘an evening at Sadler's Wells was not with- 
out its dangers; in 1783 the theatre adver- 
tisements contained the information that 
patrols of horse and foot were stationed in 
the area for protection against highwaymen. 
A short list of “Things to Do” at the 
end of each chapter encourages the young 
reader to investigate further for himself. 
The book has been very well designed by 
the Borough Librarian, with a good clear 
typeface and charming vignettes heading 
the chapters. M 


FISHER, Margery. Intent upon Reading: a 
critical appraisal of modern fiction for 
children. 2nd ed. Brockhampton Press, 
1964. 35s. 


Any survey of contemporary writing for- 


children suffers the inevitable disadvantage 
of dating somewhat rapidly as books flood 
from the presses and older books go out of 
print. So a new edition of Mrs. Fisher's 
lively and readable book with its shrewd 
critical judgements is to be welcomed, 
covering as it does the output of a further 
three years. The two new chapters, Realism 
and Reality and Standards and Achieve- 
ments 1961—-1964, together with their 
reading lists, mention over 500 new titles 
and more than 200 new authors. Mrs. 
Fisher is never superficial; as usual she 
sums up concisely yet with discernment the 
- essential qualities of each book she dis- 
cusses, illustrating with a good measure of 
quotation. Books not mentioned in the text 
receive a brief critical annotation in the 
chapter bibliographies, which are thus a 
valuable guide to book selection. It is per- 
haps difficult to discern new trends in the 
short space of three years, but Mrs. Fisher 
sees an increasing realism in the family 
story, “with housing estates and frozen 
food and the 11-plus;" there are even one 
‘or two authors who dare to see adults as 
weak' and unsympathetic. She would like to 
see more originality in the animal story and 
feels that writers might take a leaf from 
the historical author's book “by absorbing 
the findings of contemporary research. For 
parents, teachers, librarians and students of 
children’s literature. e 


TREASE, Geoffrey. Tales out of School: a 
survey of children's fiction. 2nd ed. 
Heinemann Educational Books  Ltd., 
1964. 21s. 

Geoffrey Trease's lively and penetrating 
critique of childrén's books, Tales out of 
Scbool, is essential reading for every 
student and it is a matter for regret that it 
was ever allowed to go out of print. The 
years since 1949, when it first appeared, 
have seen a great advance in the standard 
of writing for children (to which one can- 
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not help feeling that: Mr. Trease has con- 
tributed in. no little measure). The new 
edition is brought up to date by the inclu- : 
sion of many new authors and titles by way, 
of illustration, down to Brian Wildsmith’s 
A.B.C. and the Bodley Head monographs 
on children's authors, but he does not 
Card all the older titles for, as he remárks, 
they are still read. It is a tribute to the 
soundness of his critical insight that where 
his judgements have had to be amended 
this is due to an improvement in the genre 
concerned. Thus, in the historical story Mr. 
Trease points to the triumph of natural 
dialogue over the anachronistic jargon of. 
the "By my halidom!” type he criticised in 
his last edition. There is an increasing | 
respect for historical accuracy and rather 
less bias towards the nobly born hero and 
the fighter as opposed to the man of peace. 
School stories now more usually deal with 
the wofld of the day school and the secon- 
dary modern, and it is no longer trug that 
there is no literature concerned with the 
background and problems of the working 
class child; though there may still not bé 
enough literature set in the world of "the 
mean streets and the canal towpath and the 
slagheap," at any rate he distinguishes a 
welcome development in that direction. by 
writers like Frederick Grice, Paul Berna, : 
Anne Barrett and Elizabeth Stucley. EL 
But there is still plenty of trash pub- 
lished, and he retains his plea for greater 
discrimination on the part of the book 
buying public (though librarians and 
teachers earn a compliment on this score). 
Type and illustrations are an improve- 
ment on the first edition. An acquisition 
for one's personal bookshelf, and at'a 


guinea, not beyond the student's pocket. 
JOAN KNOTT, Newcastle School of 
Librarianship. 5o 





YOUR LETTERS 


(continued from page 18) i 
The one mistake I do confess to, though, 
was my impatience when looking for ` 


another job. Ingthe third month (!) I had 


several offers from both public and special 
libraries and since mid-September I have 
been working in one of the large getecial 
libraries in London as a junior assistanf: 
(which post I regard perfectly appropriate . 


there all the patience, help and uder“. 
standing I could ever wish for, the kifid of. : 
“treatment” I was missing before, I feel my 

sad story has had a happy ending after all. ow 
—but with a moral, as all the best fairy”. ` 


stories. 


(Miss) MARIA KOVACS. 


to my present qualifications). As I germ 
d 
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New Books for the 
Children s Library 


Where In The World ? 


Philip S. Egan. Why are sunsets red? What is 
a monsoon ? How long is the Great Wall of 
China ? Hundreds of fascinating facts about 
our planet, presented in straightforward ques- 
tiow-and-answer form. 164 pages, lavishly 
illustrated in colour. 8 to 12 years. 

. Available March. |  - 15s. Od. 


" Inventions that made 
The Modern World 


(Odhams *World in Colour” series) 

An enthralling survey of modern scientific 

. achievements—the conquest of the sky, 2xplor- 
| ation of the ocean bed, electronic wonders, 

the dawn of the Atomic Age, and Man in 

Space. 96 pages, illustrated throughout in full 

colour, 9 to 12 years. 

Available March. : 15s. 0d. 


Legends of The Stars 


.Patrick Moore, The well-known astronomer 
re-tells many of the stories, from Greek and 
Roman mythology, associated with the con- 
stellations and explains how to find the con- 
y stellations in the night sky. 160 pages. 30 line 








- drawings by Cyril Deakins. 9 to 12 years. 
Available April. 13s. 6d. 


100 Great Events 
That Changed The World 


Ranging over 4,000 yeggs, this unique book 
` _ provides thrilling and authoritative accounts 
of one hundred great events that have had a 
a d and lasting effect upon world history. 
696 pages, inoluding 24 pages of half-tone 
illustrations. 15 years and up. 
prs Available March. 30s, Od. 


—4 ! 
Odhams Books Ltd., Trade Sales Dept., 
40 Long Acre, London, W.C.2. 


MH NO | 
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YOUR LETTERS 
GQOD WISHES 


1 would like to take this opportunity of 
e Miss Jean Plaister every success in 
her office as this year’s President. She 
visited the North Wales Division last year 
(1e. 1965) and we were most impressed 
with her charm, infectious enthusiasm for 
the A.A.L., and her detailed knowledge of 
all aspects of the A.A.L.’s work. I am sure 
that all those who have been in contact with 
her will have every confidence that she is 
the right choice as President. 

(Miss) CAROLE P. MARSTON, Reference 
Librarian, Colwyn Bay. 


RE ORGANISING ACTIVITIES 
OF STUDENT LIBRARIANS 


I appreciate being told on November 
30th that a Weekend School "will be" 
organised on November 12th— 14th. Very 
useful. If this typifies the work of student 
librarians, they had better remain students. 
Whether or not 1 wished to attend the 
conference is irrelevant. I object IN 
PRINCIPLE to being told of any “forth- 
coming” event 18 days after its occurrence. 

Why the urge for co-operation between 
library students? The course for graduates, 
in any case, lasts only a year, so it’s hardly 
worth their while getting involved. What 
do other graduates think? 

M; F. JONES, B.A., Intending Student, at 
Dre working for J. Whitaker E Sons, 
f 


(Mr. Clegg's letter was received too late 


for publication before the Weekend School 
but was published in the belief that readers 
would find it of interest. A notice did 
appear in time in Liaison for students who 
wanted to go. The Assistant's copy date is 
the Sth of the month before publication, 
but we cannot guarantee that copy received 
by i date will appear in the next issue. 


— 


A CODE OF CONDUCT 


Re John Plascott’s letter “A Code of 
Conduct,” in the November Assistant 
Librarian: If Mr. Plascott were taking any 
professional examination this year, he 
would find his reluctance to state the 
obvious extremely hampering. The papers 
fairly bristle with questions requiring 
nothing but a plain statement of the obvious 
facts—the important thing being that all 
the relevant obvious facts are required. The 
value of a code of conduct for librarians 
would not consist ín its refuting one 
opinion or establishing another. It would 
consist in the fact that here would be con- 
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tained the major premises of our work, all 
of them together. It is the comprehensive- 
ness that matters. 

It would contain nothing that 
librarian does not know, but would serve 
to remind him of various points which he 
is inclined to forget from time to tim 

As an example: Mr. Plascott belteves 
that in British libraries "there is no 
discrimination as to who is served and who 
is not." Very good. But suppose this prin- 
ciple came under governmental or social 
pressure — what authority could Mr. 
Plascott or any other librarian cite in 
attempting to maintain full freedom of: 
access? This is just what happened in South 
Africa — many members of the S.A.L.A. 
must have regretted the way their associa- 
tion sold out to Apartheid; but in similar 
circumstances our own L.A. would crumble 
in just the same way, because it would have 
no rallying point from which its members 
could contest the cynical manipylation 
exerted upon them. 

As to Mr. Plascott’s contempt for “the 
signing of a piece of paper"—1 don't know 
what value he places on his own signature, 
but the attitude he implies towards the 
signatures of his fellow librarians is, 1 
think, insulting. 

MALCOLM VERRALL, Student, School of 
Librarianship, Newcastle-upon-T yne. 


REDUNDANT LIBRARIANS 


Whoever said that there is a desperate 
demand for qualified librarians? Certainly 
I am sure no one who lives in the Wilt- 
shire area. ! 

I was married in August and moved to 
near Swindon from Westcliffe-on-Sea, 
Essex. Back.in February I wrote to the 
Borough Librarian, indicating that 1 would 
be moving to Swindon where my husband’s 
work is, and would be grateful if m 
name could be borne in mind should a 
suitable’ vacancy arise. I duly received Y 


letter inviting me to call for an interview - 


when Í arrived as no doubt I could be 
fitted in. 

In ignorant bliss, I then ceased to worry. 
It was only after I had settled in Wrough- 
ton that I received in answer to my new 
enquiry, a polite letter stating there were 
no vacancies at present. I trj Wilts 
County, thinking surely even some nearby 
county branch could do with my services, 
only to be informed the onl 
vacancy was at Chippenham and the only 
trains I can get to there in the morrfing are 
7.15 a.m. and 9.15 a.m., neither very suit- 
able for a presumed 9 a.m. start. 

Even a reply to the College for an advert 


presumably I was too qualified. 


Y 


for a library assistant brought no xóm Sa 


tha, 


\ 
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suitable) 
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LIMITED 
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CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


ib. Wakefield Road, Moldgreen, Huddersfield 
Tel: Huddersfield 21467 


Peces itti pitis 


^ ummB ep cmm wee Gu OE oe ee ee ee eee ee eee ae eee QD WM D D dum) WO EN 
. 
` 


1 

Remember! ! A 

EE ———— , j 

WOOLSTONS nave one | 
of the largest stocks of T7 

JUNIOR BOOKS in the country | 

F both at 

NOTTINGHAM 

l 

i 

| 

i 

I 


and LONDON 
WOOLSTON 


E g RPP 


l 


\ 


E oe 


In desperation I sought help at the ` 
‘Employment Exchange, only to be helplessly 
shrugged at by some eighteen-year, old who 
vainly suggested two clerical office jobs, 
. neither of which did I-get: 4 r,+ is 

Many are the adverts I have replied to in | 
the local paper, only to be baulked by such 
questions as—-have you any typing experi- 
ence? knowledge of hook eepingY 
accounts? salaries? 

I am now turning to applying for shop 
work as a last desperate attempt. But this 
should not be. I am an almost qualified 
librarian, having just one more Part II 
exam to take. Is there any other profession 
like ours which offers so few opportunities 
and which does not train for any other kind 
of work at all? It seems to be open purely 
to the privileged few who can apply for an. 
advertised post first before moving to a new 
area. 

' Oh that I had taken shorthand and 
typing classes rather than wasted five years 
studying librarianship, which has led me 
into unwanted redundancy. 

Mrs. YVONNE M. WERRETT, 31 
Coronation Road, Wroughton, nr. Swindon, 
Wilts. l 


Mr. H. Jolliffe, Borough Librarian of 
Swindon, replies: 

One does appreciate Mrs. Werrett's com- 
ments of course, but in Swindon, like most. 
- libraries I imagine, we have our own system 
of training and indeed have six people away 
in various stages .at library school at the 
present time. Those who are on sandwich 
courses and have passed Part I have already 


* . been graded A.P.T. I during their periods 


in Swindon and we are hoping in all cases 
-to fit them into appropriate posts when they 
have completed their periods of study. 
Should Mrs. Werrett, however, secure her. 
Associateship 1 am sure she would have. 
little difficulty in securing a. senior 
‘appointment. 


PRE-SCHOOL TRAINING 


Mr. Featherstone states in his Presiden- 
tial Address that students should “work” 
for at least a year-in a library before going 
to library school. as 

Does Mr. Featherstone really’ think that 
"working" in a library is better than being 
attached as a trainee? I am sure that 
students do not have to do so in order to 
find out whether the library profession is 
suitable for them. J am also sure that a year- 
of non-professional junior routines is not at 
ali useful as a grounding for theoretical 
studies. Such "work" would: give the 
student a narrow view of librarianship and 
if it did not “put him off” altogether, . 
would be more of a hindrance than a help.. . 
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discussion Over the attitudes shown 
libraries (librarians) towards new entran 


A proper training scheme such as that of 
Surrey County Library is much more desir- 
able.. Students should be given a thorough ., 
grounding in librarianship and this th QA 
Surrey scheme does. ‘The results have also |” 
been very favourable.’ 

I hope that in the future more s 
that are attached to libraries before entering. 
library school are properly trained. j 
R. SENECAL, Birmin 
Librarianship. 


ham. School | of.. i 


MISS KOVACS’ DEFENCE 


I am sorry that Miss Croóp's sympathy - 
for me turned to anger. It must have been : 


¿because the more thought she gave the : 


matter the less clearly she saw the facts. 

I did not complain about not being able: ` 
to "join the ranks of librarians at the same: 
step on the ladder as its qualified. members" ~ 
(in fact I emphasized the . opposite), nor- 
about not having been promoted aft$r three - 
months. I did not want to "run," I merely 
resented being continuously tripped up : 
when trying to take my first steps. A 

Although I know that there are few part 
time schools, I did point out that I had ; 
found one (a very good one indeed, at the * 
West London College of Commerce). It. . 
never occurred to me to end my studies 
after Part I, in fact I am doing now th 
second year of Part. II, and will then hw 
only one more year to go. Then I shall be 
able to join Miss Croop and the others who 
"have worked four times as hard to pass 
Part II" than we did to pass Part I. (My 
experience was. just the opposite, actually.) 
So I cannot see any need to follow the 
suggestion that I should enter school on a - 
full-time basis (iust to make life more 
difficult for myself, again?)—nor to explain 
the obvious: why, even with a grant, I 
cannot do that. I merely pointed out in m 
letter the obstacles put in my way when 
tried to join the classes. They could hdve 
discouraged me once and for all, had I mot 
been so determined to ‘ignore the well 
intentioned comments” . . . As it happened 
I did, and somehow .even managed to have 
been awarded the college's prize for ’ 
librarianshipein that first year. It was not 


A 


- easy-—very far from being the “short cut” 


Miss Croop is talking about. - 


The 10s. weekly difference pt that 
‘I mentioned, was, of course, 207 the point - 


of .the story about the authorities’ irrationa! 
refusal to transfer me to one branch ihgtee d 
of the other, when similar vacanti 
occurred at the same time, just as my ^` 
"address" is no argument in an objective 
M. 


to the profession. > ^N: 
(continued on page Mé 
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2 SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


FRANCES HODGSON BURNETT — M 
The Lost Prince 


By the author of the classic best seller, The Secret Garden, this 
book was rediscovered by a children’s librarian and the announce- 
ment of its re-issue has been greeted with enthusiasm by librarians 
everywhere, Coming in July, Illustrated 21s. 


| MABEL ESTHER ALLAN 
T Skiing to Danger 


M  Perdita’s skiing holiday has an undercover motive; she is secretly 
ME searching for her cousin Binnie who has mysteriously disappeared, 
Excitement, intrigue and romance make this a thrilling new novel 
for teenagers. February 15s. 








RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


GEOFFREY TREASE 


T his is Your Century 


“4 


, . An excellent picture of the 
century as a whole... 
Time sand Tide. 
"A beautiful. book that will fascinate 
child and parent alike . . . a master- 
piece of elucidation, vividly alive and 
stylishly written 
Book and Bookmen. 
Hlustrated with over 200 photographs 30s. 


MALCOLM SAVILLE 
Dark Danger 


“This is the latest in Mr. Saville's 
sequence of thrillers .for the teen-age 
group. Again the practised hand mixes 
the ingredients of popularity s 

attractive characters and a plot all 
Speed and suspense," Trade News, 15s. 


PAUL GALLICO | 











JENIFER WAYNE 
The Ghost Next Door 


“Snowbound children @hase a ghost and 
uncover a dastardly plot. The spotty, 
rowantic heroine is charming, and so 
is@the faintly Sitwellian Lady Bugle, 
o toboggans with her cat and oes 
to bed in her tiara.” New Statesman. 
Illustrated 16s. 









The Day Jean-Pierre 
went Round the World 


The story of a guinea pig who is put on 
the wrong plane and makes an ad- 
venturous world tour. “Gallico has a 
marvellousiy light touch and an affec- 
tionately humorous imagination 
the colout illustrations are charming. " 
Books and Bookmen. 

Il'ustrated 13s. 6d, 
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THE RUSSIAN STUDY TOUR 


Four impressions by Brian C, Arnold, A.L.A., Stevenage Cenfral Library, Hert 

fordshire, Stuart A. Brewer, B.A., Haringey Public: Libraries, P. Jones, A.L.AS&® 

Bristol Public Libraries, and Roger MacCutcheon, Coleraine Branch Library, 4 
County Londonderry, Northern Ireland, — 


WHEN TWO PEOPLE MEET 


Writing this within two weeks of 
returning from the Study Tour of the 
Soviet Union, I still find my mind full of 
unresolved and conflicting experiences and 
impressions. Surrounded once more by the 
familiar and superficial trappings of ou: 
own life — the colour supplements, the 
traffic jams, the opinion polls, the endless 
variety of goods in the shops and the 
equally endless advertising that goes with 
them—THEIR way of doing things and 
thinking about things becomes startling in 
its contrast. "What was life really like over 
there?" people ask, only too willing to 
reappraise their notions of Russia and the 
Russians. 

Life seemed to have two dimensions, and 
one found oneself switching one's attitude 
of mind to suit the dimension. One was the 
serious, the purposeful, often bombastic 
"we-are-building-socialism" dimension. The 
other was warmer, unplanned, more casual 
—in short, human. 

I recall a lady on the staff of one large 
academic library that we visited, who, 
having most capably acted as interpreter for 
the Director, was conducting us round the 
various departments and reading-rooms. In 
one of these a very recent copy of the 
Illustrated London News was displayed 
openly on a table, and I remarked to her 
how delighted I was to see this. Back came 
the comment: “Yes—I am the first to read 
it. I know all the hats the Queen wears.” 
What a refreshingly feminine and revealing 
remark ! : 

Russians seemed to be enthusiastic 
readers. Wherever we went in the centres 
of Moscow, Leningrad and Kiev, book and 
magazine stalls and kiosks seemed to 
abound-—even in the Metro stations—and 
were obviously doing a brisk trade. For 
many Russians literacy is still possibly new 
enough to be treasured, and this coupled 
with great curiosity of mind, a natural 
pride in their country's achievements and 
a general desire to progress and to improve, 
makes reading.a powerful influence ín their 
lives. 
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At the same time, having been brought 
up in our own: world of public librarian- 
ship to regard the individual reader's read- 
ing as an-entirely private contract between 
himself and the librarian and the giving of `` 
assistance done according to the individual's . 
own inclinations without any prejudging of 
what might be good or bad for him, I 
found it difficult to reconcile myself to che 
official concept of reading harnessed to 
definite political and social aims. This made 
our visit to a large public ("mass") branch 
library in Moscow most interesting, as we 
were shown tickets designed to Tecord 
details of books borrowed by individual 
readers so that they could be given inten- 
sive guidance. In addition, we heard of 
volunteers visiting non-library users and of 


. book selection committees formed jointly 


of staff and readers. 

Perhaps as a result of the purposeful 
vision of public libraries and their clientele 
we were given, I was all the more delighted « 
to note, at our hotel in Moscow, the book 
which a "concierge" on our floor was read- 
ing to while away a night's long vigil. (I 
should explain that in Russian hotels, each. 
floor is provided with a concierge who 
looks after your keys and generally keeps a 
benevolent eye on your comings and 
goings) 'The book, which was a well- 
thumbed paperback, depicted on its cover a y 


young man and woman gazing rapturously 


across the moonlit waters of a lake. The 
title: “When two people meet.” "s. 
P. JONES 


LIKES AND DISLIKES 


I don't know much about libraries, but 
I know what 9 like. I like Prague, I like. 
Moscow, and Leningrad, and Kiev; and J 
like Julia, Olga, Svetlana a 
respectively. 1 did my share of 
about the amount of our scarce timegi. i 
was wasted in hanging about in a stato. 
confusion and chaos, but I like thes? 
places and people even more in retrospedt. 
First impressions, to coin a phrase, aro 
lasting, etc. —but nothing whacks coming ` 
back into London just after dark and find- 
ing the place ankle deep in litter. a 







You, sir, suggest "the character of Soviet 
librarians." Ha! Would you care to 
mlescribe “the character of British 
Mibrarians’’? Especially after thirteen days? ! 
However, I .recall two observations made 
-tæ Soviet librarians — “Unfortunately we 
don't have “fines,” and “What happens 
when you have not enough room? —"'We 
get a. new building." 

Much will doubtless be written about 
our imperturbable Sputnik guides, Vanya, 
Valery, Anatole, and perhaps the delightful 
Regina, an Intourist interpreter who turned 
up in Moscow. They are products of an 
educational system which to me seemed 
Utopian when I saw a primary school class 
of eight children being taught English for 
the second week by a girl, with a delight- 
fully pronounced Russian accent, but who 
knows more about English grammar than I 
ever “shall. There are 
Electro-technical Institute in Leningrad 
who can probably write better English than 
most university engineering students in 
Britain. Ev passant, I should like to express 
my gratitude to “Yousef Nayamovich 
Galinski, Head of the Department of 


Foreign Languages at the Institute of Cul-. 


ture in Leningrad for his help in a personal 
matter. 


students at the. 


I bought a lot of gramophone records. 


“The prices range from half a crown for 


excellent ten-inch L.P.s to almost eleven 
shillings each for the most expensive 
twelve-inch L.P.; ie. at the outside one 
third of the cost here. 

A student in Leningrad asked me why we 
support American “aggression” in Viet 
Nam. I said I don't. He asked me why my ` 
government does. I said I could not explain 
that because 1 don't understand it myself, 
but it was probably because we need the 
Americans more than we need the Viet. 
namese. He understood that, but did not 
think it was a very good reason. But that is 
politics, and that is something else entirely. 
ROGER MacCUTCHEON. 


OF CABBAGES — 
AND KOPEKS 


Could it be true we asked, that the 
Russians are so avid to gain academic 
prowess that they really do get down to a 
good read between the Komsomolskaya 
Metro station and the Lenin Hills? They 
do not even have the advertisements to soak 
in, but they can admire from the carriage 
windows as we did, the never ending archi- 
tectural peepshow of mosaics, chandeliers 
and the hosed-down palaces that are the 


THE 
HOLT-JACKSON BOOK COMPANY 
LIMITED | | 

0 


Public and County Library Booksellers 
e 
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stations. "Possibly the ' relief from the 
washed-out ochre of the buildings above 
ground keeps their attention occupied, and 
they do not find a need to read more than 
the. average Piccadilly line punter. 


Perhaps proud that one of our precon- 


‘ceived generalisations was unfounded we 


were then both pleased and amazed to find 
that the culture-sellers are nonetheless there 
on the stations by the dozen. If you are 
. intent on becoming ' 
which to at least one of our guides meant 
becoming a cut above the crane navvie or 
lorry driver, you can buy. your Physics text- 
book, or your score of Chopin at any one 
of the stalls provided at every turning. 
Above ground the book stalls and shops are 
just as numerous, and the people do buy. 
. The glorious sunshine brought them'out in 
droves, and seeing them reading on the 
street: and park benches in such numbers 


we. concluded that. the new generation, 


literacy had truly. arrived. 

Is this'awareness of the value of bettering 
oneself general in Rusia today? The state 
appears to give every encouragement now 
that factories have been constructed and the 
mammoth housing programme begun. We 
did observe one morníng at seven whilst on 
our way to our communal washing place, 
a kerchiefed, kneebooted , woman cleaner 
scrubbing the floor to the tune of a Shosta- 
"kovitch String Quartet. Certainly it is 
difficult to escape "Radio Moscow," but we 
wished we knew whether she was really 


' listening, for it could. have told us so much. 


Reading is indisputably important in 


school. The eleven and twelve year olds of 


Voinov . Street School in Leningrad im- 
pressed us with their considerable reading 
and conversational abilities in English, 
although it is true that this school is 
primarily concerned with teaching this sub- 
ject: It was curiously refreshing. after the 
rigours of the Cyrillic alphabet to see 
familiar notices such as “Teachers” Com- 
mon Room” and “Headmistress” upon the 
doors. For English lessons three individual 
groups are formed out of each .class “Of 
thirty-six pupils. To ensure that there is a 
sufficient number of teachers for so many 
small classes, and to ease the problem of 
adequate class room space, a shift system 
for classes is in operation. The conclusions 
for us and our Ministry of Education are 
obvious. 

The library in the school is BI. 
equipped and stocked, but well used. The 
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^ cier” 


“an educated person'" 


library 
Revolution, placing them in better juxta- . 


choice of titles for a school in Russia, Was | 


curious, including Dreiser's “The Finan- 
and. Maugham's "Collected * shor 
stories” amongst the more familiar "Just-s 
stories” and “Mark: Twain.” That they 


really mean business was demonstrated hy .-: 
the teacher who when given advice by the ` 


i» 


a 


Headmistress as to how a lesson should be - 


continued, countermanded with the. remark 
"I have a plan!" It seems. that five year 
plans operate in English lessons as well, in 


this most planned and statistics conscious - 


nation. 

The planned system controls the is 
lishing field, and one could if one wished 
plan one's buying, or indeed reading, a year 
ahead upon publication of the list-of forth- 
coming titles. How easily the All-Union 
Book Chamber in Moscow solves the prob- 
lem of supplying catalogue cards to libraries 


when it knows in advance what bool@ will | 


appear and exactly when. Thé amazing 
thing is they do appear, or so' we are 
assured, and the cards are printed ‘seven 
days after’ publication. The librarians told. 
us frequently that they have all the money 


and staff they need, and problems of back- . 
Jogs of catalogue card filing and other 
familiar worries do not exist to any extent. 


A librarian's paradise? Possibly, but the, 


difficulties of communication, confusion of . 


terms, and the Russian habit of drying-up 
or avoiding the issue could have misled us. 

The Russians are thankful for the care 
taken by Lenin and Gorky to preserve the 
idea, through and- beyond: the 


position with the state in some respects. 
than in this country. The penalty of course 
is control, not just of money or staff, but of 
publishing and , reading itself. - 
desirable situation for us we would all. 
agree. Although they are proud that their 
multivarious catalogues are up to date, we 


\ 


P 


Not a. 


would possibly consider their use of staf 


as wasteful and uneconomic, accustomed: as 
we are to eking out resources. The: library 
situation; although admirableg in certain 
ways, seemed strange, antique Abd tagteless | 
to some of us. 

Doubtless our visit has broug 
some mind searching in those libraries 
visited, not only about librarianship, b 
about life itself. It will be a long ti 
before the misconceptions and. differep-- ^w 
between us are alleviated, if they ever « 
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That many of the younger Russians craxe- ^ 
for a better standard of living, Eus 
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contact with the West, better quality 
clothing, motor cars and Beatles records, is 
abundantly obvious. This surely is a hope- 


ful:sign, and possibly we shall see the time: 


wheh that delicacy of cabbage is fashion- 
ably served with H.P. sauce and The 
Guardian read on the Metro. 

BRIAN C. ARNOLD. 


THE FUTURE 


I want to discuss briefiy not so much 
my "impressions" of the Study Tour, but 
rather an important issue arising from it, 
for it seems clear tnat the A.A.L., after the 
tours of the United States and of Russia, 
ought now to consider carefully -its future 
on tours abroad. 

Broadly, there are two possibilities. First 
there is the small group of a dozen or so 
people who would make an intensive study 
of a particular subject, the prerequisites 
being a reading of the relevant literature, 
careful planning of the itinerary and direct 
liaison with the institutions to be visited. 
The result could be really a study tour, if 
composed of people willing to make it so. 

The second type of tour would be for as 
many’ people as possible, with the general 
purpose of observing as much as possible 
of the libraries of another country. Clearly, 
as a method of study, this kind of tour is 
limited because of the fragmentation of the 
party’s interests and the complex organisa- 
tion involved, but the party could be 
divided into groups, with a programme de- 
signed for the various interests represented 
as well as for those wanting to see a maxi- 
mum of the country concerned and a 
minimum of its libraries. 

The Russian trip was an 
example of this second type. 
appointed, professionally speaking, because 
the opportunities for study in any meaning- 
ful sense were limited, so that we learned 
little that was new—it was confirmatory 
rather than exploratory 
snippets of information culled by the 
members of the party may add up to some- 
thing not unsubstantial). 

Whether one is right to be disappointed 
depends on one’s definitions of the tour's 
purpose and the expectations aroused, but 
at least we had been warned by previous 
visitors that we might have to put up with 
- hurried visits, inadequate interpreting and 
difficulties of liaison. (Here are lessons for 
us as future hosts as well as guests.) ' 


ill-defined 
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It dis- - 


(although the . 


Staff Formulae," but if you are concerked 


. Whatever tours are arranged in the 
future, both types seem feasible 
desirable, since many would want not 
"study" but merely to see for themselves. 
One should also note the possibility of 
arranging joint tours with other sections of 
the L.A. or with library schools. A party 
composed of lecturers; students and prac- 
tising librarians would be one way of 
relating two areas of librarianship which 
often seem somewhat apart. l 4 
For qualified librarians such touis can pc 
valuable as a form of further education, as 
refresher courses, as a way of revaluating | 
standards and of gaining new perspectives. 
It is a vital part of our continuing profes- 
sional and personal growth to learn at first 
hand that other countries do things 
differently, and it is to be hoped that local 





- authorities and governing bodies wall take 


a liberal attitude to the question of giving 
extra leave or grants. 

It was bold to decide on a trip to Russia. 
I hope similarly bold decisions will follow, 
tempered with discrimination. 
STUART A. BREWER. 
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MANAGEMENT SERVICES S 


Very few of us were able to get to the 
second Harrogate Conference on Manage- 
ment Services in Local Government held 
between October 26th and 28th. This 
deficiency is made up slightly by the Hand- 
book to the Conference published by the 
Local Authorities Conditions of Service 
Advisory Board, 41 Belgrave Square, Lon- 
don, S.W.1. ^ 

The contributors, whose papers or out- 
line papers are here printed, include local 
government, central government, university 
and commercial experts on various phases 
of local government, with), particular 
reference to work study. hy 

Although libraries are not separately con- 
sidered, as arg some town hall departments, 










systems that is all too slowly 
A brief notice of the Han 
attempt to ennumerate all 
ranging from "Clerical Method Stu 
“Trainin in Local Government" 
“Delegation” and “Production and Usefo 


about dragging librarianship—kicking 
screaming if necessary—into the modern 
world, you are urged to. get hold his) 
valuable contribution to i i edge. 
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REVIEWS 


The new Clive Bingley series of 
guides in Librarianship 


Á promising market for publishers has 
been created by the new b Associa- 
tion syllabus and the greatly increased 
number of young people studying for 
librarianship. The resultant demand for up- 
to-date and pertinent textbooks and guides 
to the literature has exceeded availability. 
For many years student requirements in 
suitable publications were fairly adequately 
met by the Library Association, the Asso- 
ciation of Assistant Librarians, Allen & 
Unwin's Practical Library handbooks and 
Grafton (now Andre Deutsch). More 
recently Crosby Lockwood introduced the 
New Librarianship series and in 1963 we 
saw the first of the Pergamon Press library 
and technical information publications— 
Dr. G. Chandler's How to find out. This 
has since been followed by more specific 
guides to sources of information covering 
mathematics, physics, fine arts, chemistry 
and education; with music, electrical engi- 
neering, nuclear engineering, and other 
subjects to follow. 

With each of these publishers looking 
for new titles and the more difficult task of 
trying to find qualified and willing authors 
one would have thought it most unlikely 
that anyone else would attempt to climb on 
the band wagon. It has happened however, 
for a newly created firm makes its appear- 
ance solely with the purpose of specializing 
in the field of librarianship. The publica- 
tions are certainly inexpensive but are they 
really filling a need not provided by other 
publishing organizations? On this question 
the response ts bound to be at variance. 

The first four books from Clive Bingley 
Ltd., and there are many more to follow, nt 
into three distinct categories: the Examina- 
tion Guide series (approx. 75 pages and 
13s. 6d. each), the Readers Guide series 
(approx. 85 pages and 15s. each) and 
specific monographs. 

The first two books in the Examination 
Guide series (edited by D. Davinson, 
senior lecturer, Leeds School of Librarian- 
ship) are Academic and legal deposit 
libraries by D. Davinson, and Public 
library administration by G. Jefferson (also 
of Leeds) Designed for the Library Asso- 
ciation Final part II examination ‘they 
follow the official pattern laid down: 
history and function; government, finance 
and organization; planning, equipment and 
fittings; staff; stock; special departments 
and collections; co-operation. Neither title 
is intended as a standard text, in fact it 1s 
assumed that the trend in teaching and 
practice is away from composite manuals 
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towards briefer individual treatment. All 
the authors attempt therefore is to drag, 
attention to significant points backed s 
stantially by references to the publish 
literature. 

As such these. books serve as useful 
guides to important periodical articles and 
other literature, and for tutors and full-time 
3tudents their principle use no doubt will 
be as check lists. They are likely to be far 
more useful to the private study student 
and for final revision work. The strength 
of such a series will be dependent on the 
richness of existing literature. Academic 
libraries, for example, is a subject not all 
that well documented and the need is more 
for an authoritative manual. Given good 
basic works in the first place, and this is 
what all students require, this Bingley 
series would render a useful service in 
focusing attention on current thinking and 
practice — states of the arts, in fact, 
frequently revised. o 


In the opinion of the reviewer presenta- 
tion could be improved. The practice of 
stringing together a series of notes, article 
titles and source references makes consecu- 
tive and easy reading most difficult. Why 
not follow the well established practice of 
listing titles and sources separately either in 
the form of footnotes or at the end of each 
chapter? The 10-point Baskerville setting 
does not seem right ‘either. Comparison . 
with the Aslib Handbook (also Baskerville) 
might indicate that less spacing between 
lines would lead to more comfortable read- 
ing. Other books in this series in prepara- 
tion include: Special libraries and infor- 
mation bureaux, the Theory of classification, 
the Theory of cataloguing, Practical 
cataloguing, Dissemination of information, 
and Work with young children. 

The first book in the Readers Guide 
series (edited by K. C. Harrison) is Mr. E.” 
T. Bryant's Music. The author is already 
well-known for his “Collecting gramophone 
records” and “Music librarianship.” From 
the numerous reference books available on 






Unfortunately for the would-be purch 
a similar book How to find out in musif by 
Mr. J. H. Davies, Music Librarian at Wpe 
BBC, is to be published by Pergamon Press. 
Books in this series sell at approximately 
17s. 6d. for over 200 pages. Other Sebjects 
to be covered by the Readers Guide series 





include: cookery, aviation, fine arts, 
ictionaries, fiction guides, children's refer- 
e material, and railways. Further dupli- 
ion is ín evidence for Pergamon have 
already published How to find out in the 
arts. 
^ The most interesting of the four books 
is Mr. C. D. Batty's An introduction to the 
p Dewey Decimal ene abs (94 pages, 
18s.). It represents the first attempt, at least 
in the U.K.,’to apply the programmed 
technique to library science teaching. The 
book results from experience gained at the 
Aberystwyth Schoo! of Librarianship. The 
author leads the student through a series of 
steps; 1f they give the correct answer they 


continue to the next stage but for wrong ' 


answers they are referred to another page 
for remedial action. 

One might anticipate a good deal of 
criticism from other lecturers in classifica- 
tion but the fact remains that Mr. Batty 
has made a most interesting contribution, 

one that is particularly useful to students 
working on their own or for in-service 
training. 
JACK BURKETT, Senior Lecturer, Ealing. 


LIBERAL STUDIES 


DEXTER, N. C., and RAYNER, E. G. 
Liberal Studies: an outline Course. 
2v. (Pergamon, 1964, 30s. each, 15s. 
each limp edition). 

The authors of these volumes are 
grammar school teachers, of classics and 
history respectively, Their book is the 
kind one would expeot of such a parent- 
age, 

There are, for example, chapters on 
Freedom and Totalitarianism, History 
and Progress, Patriotism and the Rise 
.of Nationalism, Class, and The Popula- 
tion Explosion. Most of these topics are 
treated historically: the chapter on 
Education is in fact a history of educa- 
tion, that entitled History and Progress 
a history of historiography. The scope 
and the viewpoint indicated here are no 
doubt the result of the authors’ experi- 
ence with lively and highly éiterate sixth- 
formers. So ais the level at which the 
book is wrifen; here is a quotation to 
show Y mean: “Vico, the Neapoli- 
tan lan of the early eighteenth 
pointed out that the Cartesian 
of the objective existence of truth, 
ceived in mathematical or philo- 
hical terms, did not hold good when 
plied to history". This is a foreign 
P ..Qguage to most school-leavers, whose 

education has left them ignorant of 

Naples and the eighteenth century, in- 

capable of following the sentence 










“ 


through its complicated construction, 
and incurious as to the meaning of 
“Cartesian”. 

The book will no doubt be very useful 
for grammar school teachers preparing 
pupils for Universities, so long -as its ` 
broad scope does not lead to too super- 
ficial an approach. The discussion points. 
and short reading lists at the end of 
each chapter are sound as far as they 
go, though librarians would like to see 
rather longer bibliographies with price 
and date of publication included. 

The teachers of Liberal Studies in 
Technical Colleges, Colleges of Art and 
Colleges of Further Education must _ 
continue to improvise their curricula. 
The truth is that they are not teaching 
a body of knowledge, but a set of atti- 
tudes; their textbook is probably un- 
writable, 

ERANK HATT, Tutor Librarian, Can- 
ierbury College of Art. 


A new filmstrip 

“MODERN CHARGING METHODS” 
will be published in 
January 1966 at 25s. 
nett, with notes. 

Obtainable from Hon. Films Officer, 

A.A.L., Central Library, Brixton Oval, 

London, S.W.Z. 


j| —————— 
Best Wishes 
for 1966 


from 


KEESING'S 


Newcomers are welcome 


to join the 728 Public Libraries in Britain 
and many more throughout the world, 
which subscribe to the Service—happily ! 


ALL LIBRARIANS SHOULD INSIST 
ON THE USE OF 


LUSENBAK 


(a sulpho-succinate sait) 
THE MODERN CHEMICAL FOR 
REMOVAL OF  BOOK-PLATES, 
LABELS, END PLATES, EIC. 


NOW USED REGULARLY BY OVER 
500 LIBRARIES IN 28 COUNTRIES. 
1 oz.-30/- 2 0zs.-57/]- 4 ozs.-110/- 
Lusenbak is sold under a money- 
refunded guarantee, if for any reason 
you are not absolutely satisfied 
Sole Producer: 
GEORGE HARRIS 


Rostrevor. Co. Down, N. Ireland 
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ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 


(Group of the Library Association) 
ANNUAL ELECTION, 1966 
T hereby publish the Scrutineers’ Report: 


We, the undersigned, declare the results of the A.A.L. election for National Coello 


for the year 1966 to be as follows: 
Elected 


1. BRYANT, D. J. 

2. EDWARDS, R. J. 

3. JORDAN, P. J. 

4. MILLIGAN, F. A. à 
5. TREVETT, Miss P. A. 
6. WILSON, Miss S. A. 

Not Elected 

Shearman, A. P. 

Wood, N. W. 


Ballot paper return 


Invalid papers 
Valid papers counted 


Voting papers returned 


Number of ballot papers issued 8,562 


Number of Votes 
1,473 
1,269 
1,255 
1,250 
1,229 
1,174 


1,144 
1,011 


a 
7 
1876 | 





1,883 





Proportion of ballot papers returned 21.9 per cent 


J. A. Tomkins 
Rose Reynolds 
R. Jones 

L. W. Blake 


Scrutineers : 


ist December, 1965. 


OFFICERS OF THE A.A.L., 1966 
President: 
System. 

Vice-President: 
Past President: 


T. J. Johnson 
Peter Davis 
Y. S. H. Ashmore 
D. R. Bartlett 
Signed J. M. PLAISTER 
Vice-President. 


Miss J. M. Plaister, B.Sc. (Econ.), F.L.A., South Eastern Regional Library 


G. Crowther, F.L.A., Advanced Research Division, Rolls Royce Ltd. 
T. M. Featherstone, F.L.A., Middlesbrough Public Libraries. 


Hon. Secretary: M. J. Ramsden, B.A. A. L.A., Mansfield Woodhouse Branch, Notts. 


County Library. 
Hon. Treasurer: 
Hon. Editor: 





CRAMER’S 
for MUSIC 


MUSICAL LITERATURE 
AND MUSIC BINDING 


99, St. Martin's Lane, _ 
London, W.C.2 cov. 1612 


A Complete Music Service Provided 


D. Jones, F.L.A., Bromley Road Library, lan Public Libraries. 
P. D. Gann, F.L.A., Bibliographical Division, Bromley Public Libraries. 





GERMAN BOOKS 







terms for libraries. Apply for more 
details: 






Unlversittitsbuchhandlung 
Dr. J. C. Wltsch, 
5 Cologne 1, Postf. 187 Germany 


Catalogues “Languages” and 
'"Economics" just published 







ASKEWS OF PRESTON 


KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE 
BRITISH ISLES FOR 
EFFICIENCY, SERVICE 

AND COURTESY 


JAMES ASKEW AND SON, LTD. 


PARK LANE BUILDINGS, 
° NORTH ROAD (A.6), 
PRESTON . 


Telephone: 55947 (3 lines) 
Telex: 67583 | 
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=. (BOOKS) LTD. 


| W. & R. HOLMES | | 


Sipple to: town, county,, university, M school and 
ud institutional libraries ia, ‘all parts of the world. 


. Agents for 
the library and bibliographical publications of the 
H. W. Wilson: ‘Company, New York | 
s aid for 


the Dewey Decimal Classification. 


W. & R. HOLMES (BOOKS), LTD. 


3- 11 DUNLOP - STREET, GLASGOW: CN 
Tel CENtral 8184-5-6-7 ` 
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JUST IN CASE 


you had forgotten, next month contains 
an 8 day period. known as- National 
- Library’ Week. (Exhausted librarians will 
be disapointed to: know that the next day 
after NLW ends is the first day of British 
Summer Tirke, so they will lose an hour's 

sleep just when they most need it.) 
^. The tireless Joint Organising. Com- 
' mittee has decided to run two nation-wide 
competitions for NLW 1966, and to con- 
sider a third if there is enough local 
' support. 

The first is a "Book for the Home" 
competition carrying a first prize of £50. 
. [t is for the best list of 50 books that 
- should reasonably be found in a typical 
home, together with 100 words on: “The 
value. of books in the home." The com- 
petition is open to corporate entries from 
schools, classes, etc. There is a: second 
‘prize of £25 and twenty £5 consolation 
. prizes. Before you decide what to do -with 
the money, read this note: N.B. All the 
. prizes will be awarded in book tokens. 
(That should make sure aniy, real enthu- 
siasts enter!) 

Unspecified prizes will ha won by the 
organizers of .the most enterprising focal 


programme. If sufficient local interest is ` 


‘aroused, a: bookjacket des#™ competition 
will be held. 


Films 


A list of films. has -been prepared, 
which are suitable for showing during the 
week. It costs 6d, and can be obtained 
from National Library. Week, c/o F. H. 
Radford Ltd., Fenwick House, 
. High Holborn, London, W.C.1. (CHAn- 
cety 7694) The dates of NLW again: 
March 12th-—19th, Car drivers who want 
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Official Journal of the 
Association of Assistant Librarians 
(Group of the Library Association) 


Editor: Peter D. Gann 
Associate Editor: Tom Wilson. 


Central Library, 
High Street, 
Bromley, Kent 
February 1966 


Vol. 59 No.2 . 


to help without actually doing any work 
can write. to the organisers for window 
stickers, 


Paor 


If you are coming to the Weekend 
School, it would be as well to book early, 
as there are limits to the accommodation 
available this year. If you are thinking of 
coming, now is the time to make up your. 


‘mind and do something about it. If you 


haven't even thought about it, you really . 
need to get moving. If you can't make up 
your mind, ask someone who's been to one 
of our Schools before. If you still can't 
make up your mind after that, you're past 
hope. , 

If you're coming > car, and have a spare 
seat, and are willing to give someone a lift, 
please mention it on your booking leaflet, 
and we will try to arrange a passenger for 
Se ^ 

If you are paying by cheque, please make 
it payable to the Association of Assistant 
Librarians. 


STUDY TOUR OF 
DENMARK 


September 1966 


14 days 
£50 


Enquiries to Peter Davis, A.L.A., 
65c Belsize Park Gardens, 
London, N.W.3. 
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ASSOCIATION OF STUDENT LIBRARIANS 
` I think it is time that the facts of the: rise and fall of the Association of Student 
Librarians were told by one of the people involved. Since none of the former executives 


of the A.S.L. have seen fit to defend the Association, I feel obliged to do so. I was one 
of the sponsors of the meeting in London in April 1964, at which the Association ' 


was formed. E 


. The meeting was the outcome of dis- 
cussions between students at Brighton and 
. Northwestern Polytechnic. We LÀ 

students at both schools were dissatisfied 
with things as they were. The new sylla- 
bus was causing anxiety; how were other 
schools coping. with it? Conditions at the 
schools weren't satisfactory; how did they 
compare with other schools? What we 
needed was a link with other library 
schools. This need had been demonstrated 
the previous year when students at Ealing 
had attempted to organise a nation-wide 
student ` protest over” the end of the 
Registration syllabus, and had been unable 
to make any efficient contact with several 
schools. We felt that a body. was needed 
which would speak for students as a 
whole, making known their point of view, 
a job which, it was felt, the A.A.L. had 
singularly failed to do. We had no faith 


' jn an organisation run by greybeacds. 


(whatever their chronological age) who 
had apparently no conception of students’ 
needs and problems. The only, solution 
was to form a body of our own, which we 
resolved to do. 

Our resolution was reinforced by the 
response from other schools. Representa- 
tives were interested enough to come from 
seven of the then ten library schools in the 
country to the initial meeting in.London in 
April 1964. It was clear at the meeting 
that our .feelings. were shared by students 
at most other schools. . 

A steering. committee was formed, 
which, ‘by agreement of the representatives 
present, was dominated by students from 
London schools, in order to facilitate com- 
munications. The Steering Committee was 
to prepare the ground for a further 
meeting, to be held in Birmingham. 

This duly took place early in December 
-1964, the long interval between -the 
meetings, being caused by examinations, 
the summer vacation and periods of prac- 


tical. work. One of the purposes of the . 


meeting was to discuss the programme of 
the Association. This-was to include an 
annual students’ conference, a publishing 
programme directly related to students’ 
needs (something which is now being done 
by Clive Bingley Ltd; : 
_A.A.L.?) a periodical for student librarians, 
and, possibly, an employment agency for 
students fintshing their courses. All this 
was, of course, too ambitious for a body 
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ound that 


why not the . 


with no official backing and no.guaranteed 
resources. Nevertheless, the Secretary, on. 
whom most of the work fell, thought he 
could cope. 

Unfortunately, it wasn't long before he 
found that he could not do all this A.S.L. 
work and do justice to his studies, and he 
felt obliged to resign. It was at this point 
that A.S.L. ground to a halt, because no-one 
else was prepared to take on the job. This 
was not due, I think, to disillusion, but was 
just commonsense. The programme to 
which we were committed denuded a 
full-time secretary. The failure on‘ the part . 
of the executive committee to form the 
schools: of the situation is” extremely 
regrettable; I only heard thé facts in a 
telephone conversation with fhe Chairman. 

Those are the facts. Now to answer 
some -of the critics. Most of the letters 
make. valid points — mistakes were made; ` 
that cannot be denied: Some were caused 
by difficult communications and. misunder- 
standing, some were inevitable. in- an- 
organisation of this kind. It is significant 
that two of the letters, those cf Messrs. 
Hoare and Duckett, although critical, 
admit that the A.S.L. had some merit. Had 
Mr. Hoare been at the first meeting he 
would have had the opportunity to say 
something about the domination of 
N.W.P. on the committee. In fact, the 
N.W.P. students were at great pains to 
dispel the impression that the Association 
was being run by the N.W.P. The Chair- 
man and Secretary came from IN. W.P.; the 
Treasurer came from Ealing. These 
appointments weren't engineered. The 
London location of ‘the executive was. 
highly desirable, in the interests of speedy 
and efficient communication. l 
= Mr. Barnes criticises that "small sect 
who regard.as the be-all and end-all of the 
fact that thea,are students—a. race: apart.” 
This is just not true. The A.S.L. was 
nothing if not a student librarians’ pro- 
fessional . group. It . was professional 
enthusiasm and initiative “which fired it, 
coupled with .anxiety .about our. profes- 
sional education. If students feel under- 

rivileged in their profession, it is 
Rude the A.A.L. has ignored them. The 
only time they seem to be mentioned is 
when elections demand - lip-service - to 
them; the rest of the time they are con-. 
veniently forgotten. v 
Mr. Barnes asks students to leave "other 


matters to the relevant bodies, who are 


well qualified to protect the interests of all 


concerned." I don't know how other 
schools fared, but in my two years at 
Brighton, we' never saw the A.A.L. Educa- 
tion Officér ‘once. ls this protecting 
students” interests? 

My only other comment on Mr. Barnes' 
letter is that the "Communist" smear does 
him no credit. 

The A.S.L. may have folded up, “but it 
wasn’t all without point. The November 
week-end school in Birmingham confirms 
that students stil! feel a need for some sort 
of inter-school liaison. Perhaps this enter- 
prise is partly due to the efforts of the 
A.S.L. Furthermore, it seems to have done 
the near impossible in provoking the 
A.A.L. council at its October meeting to 
form a special committee to discuss with 
students how they can be more fully 
drawn into A.A.L. activities. Let us hope 
that thjs results in vigorous, imaginative 
action, soon. 

A. B. COOPER, Senior Assistant, Camden 
P.L., formerly student at Brighton Library 
School. 


ACTIVATION BY STUDENTS . 


We pause for a millisecond from our 
unceasing labours to reply to the usual 
amount of misinformation accompanying 
the name of Melvyn Barnes (Assistant, 
November 1965). This we do solely from 
our sense of duty, feeling that his mis- 
ud REL of the facts ought to be 
fEctified. M 
,' Mr. Barnes says "so forthwith they 
spend their free time . forming an 
Association . . . ” If this Association is 
the Association for Student Librarians, we 
would refer him to the Assistant Librarian 
for September 1965, from which he will 
see that this Association: has been defunct 
for some time. Any further correspondence 
about it is pointless. . 

At the Birmingham Weekend School, 
during the Sunday morning session on 
Communication Between Library Students, 
we did naturally consider the idea of a 
separate student organization. It was 
quickly rejected because knew (with- 
out the help of Mr. Bags s) that such an 
‘organization would be impracticable —— 
precisely for the reasons he has set out. 

He -sugges that we “leave other 
matters to the relevant bodies” i.e. matters 
other than curricular activities. Surely if 
we felt that our interests were being ade- 
quately catered for by other bodies, it 
would not havé been necessary for the 200 
students gathered together in Birmingham 
to consider the lack of interest being taken 
iti library students by these other bodies. 






We hope that one of the effects of the 


meeting has been to provide some of the 
stimulus necessary to activate these bodies. 
A. F. ARMSBY, and, Mrs. DIANA M. 
PORTER, Dept. of Librariansbip, College 
of Commerce, 103 Princess Street, Man- 
chester 1. 


AN INDEPENDENT 
AND UNFETTERED VOICE 


The A.A.L., already representing nobody 
and everybody simultaneously, is to have 
pieced before it a proposal that it should 

ecome the representative body for students 
of librarianship; this is to be achieved by . 
the simple expedient of reconstituting the 
Council to give student representatives 
approximately one-third of the seats. 

This suggestion emanated from a meet- 
ing, in November 1965, between represen- 
tatives of various - library schools and 
representatives of the A.A.L. It has already 
received an overwhelming vote of approval 
here at Loughborough, and. the revolu- 
tionary nature of the plan will doubtless 
endear it to the minds of our fellow- 
students elsewhere. 

I am left wondering just how much 
benefit the working profession would derive 
in years to come from the deliberation of so 
large a contingent of our foetal colleagues. 
The state of studentship is, after all, a 
transitory and fleeting experience; its prob- 
lems are of little relevance to the working 
world -of assistant librarians, and the 
Opinions it engenders too often bear scant 
relation to the realms of reality. 

it is to be hoped that at any given time, 
the numbers of practising librarians in the 
country will greatly exceed the numbers of 
students, in which case the degree of 
student representation proposed would pro- 
duce an unfair and crippling imbalance. 

It is not my premise however, that the 
student librarian should be denied a voice 
at national level, particularly on the subject 
of which he can justly claim first-hand 
knowledge —- education for librarianship. - 
My purpose here is to dissociate myself 
from the unthinking enthusiasm for a 
scheme which can only harm the interests 
of the mature and functioning core of the 
profession. 

That ill-fated non-starter which was the 
Association of Student Librarians seems to 
have produced a sad state of defeatism 
amongst some students, yet it was con- 
vincingly demonstrated recently by the 
excellent week-end conference at Birming- 
ham ("The Library as a Means of 
Communication”) that, given energetic and 
efficient leadership, the student com- 
munities can achieve a high degree of 
cohesion. I would suggest that this indepen- 
dent spirit be exploited to the full in the 
formation of a Representative Council of 
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Library School Students, which body could — 


then be permitted to send two delegates to 
the A.A.L. Council. 

By this means. the students would possess 
an independent and unfettered voice, whilst 
the A.A.L. would be prevented from 
becoming even more amorphous than it now 
is. Some day the profession may even find 
itself with an Association o Assistant 
Librarians. 


DEREK A. DORRITY, School of Lib. 
rarianship, Lougbbor ough. 


, A.A.L. NO LONGER NEEDED? 


May a mere chief librarian beg the 
hospitality of your columns to ask thase 
who bemoan the moribundity of the A.A.L. 
whatever did you think?” The easy accep- 
tance of full-time training — beg pardcn, 
education: — means acquiescence in the 
extinction of that species know as library 
assistant, replaced by “clerks” and young 
qualifieds. The former are presumed to 
know nothing, the latter everything. No 
assistants no A.A.L., it is as simple as that 
but a pity nonetheless. . 

R. K. .B. ALDRIDGE, F.L.A; Chief 
Librarian, Huddersfield. Public Libraries. 


A.A.L, COUNCIL DECISIONS 


As we go to press, the January meeting 
of the A.A.L. Council has just passed a 
motion proposed by Geoffrey Hare cf 
Yorkshire, that gives each library school the 
right to send a representative to a students’ 
committee which would meet on the day 
before the quarterly A.A.L. , Council 
meetings; and would choose six of its 
members who would be co-opted on to the 
A.A.L. Council. (This replaced the pro- 
posal put forward by the meeting between 
students and the A. A. L. of 15th November 
:1965.) 

The Council also approved an official 
- recommendation, that there should be two 
reserve places on the Divisional or Sub- 
divisional Committee for students from 
each library school. within the Division: 
such representatives to be elected by the 
students of the library school who are 
members of the A.A.L. 

Only full-time students are included in 
the above. The intention is that, except 
where the course is one year only, there 
should not be more than one student from 
any one year. 


Geoffrey Hare's motion has this advant- 


age over the official motion it replaces, that 
as no rules have to be altered, it can come 
into force this year. Library School rep- 
resentatives will be able to attend the 
April A.A.L. Council. 
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EXTRACTS FROM A LIBRARY- 


USER'S DIARY FOR 1965 


SUN. 3rd. Met a librarian at the K's Head. 
Séemed a nice fellow—bought him a drink. 


Explained to me that Brit. Nat. Bib. would 


solve my problems. N.B. Ask to see it st 
pub. lib. tomorrow. 

MON. 4th. Went to pub. lib. — asked to 
see Bri. Nat. Bib. Was told it was a 
“bibliographical tool for the use of the staff ` 
only." 
ánd disturbed that I knew of its existence. 


ANNOYED! 


* * bd 

SUN. 10th. Bought the librarian a drink. 
Asked him if he thought lib. of Inst. of X 
would check some references in a periodical 
for. me. Asked a lot of questions, then said 
yes. 
MON. 11th. Rang lib. of Inst. cf X. Six, 
she said, I'm afraid you'll have J f come in 
yourself if there's that many. Pit the phone 
down — VERY ANNO 

"ox x x Y 
SUN. 17th. Saw the librarian again and 
bought him a drink. Told me to ring the 
lib. and ask ‘about using. my typewriter 
there. 
MON. 18th A.M. Rang lib. — CE in ref. 
dept. said I could probably use microfilm : 
room providing nobody was using m- reader. 
Fair enough. . 

P.M. Went to lib. — re above. Saw 
young man in ref. dept. — told kim what 
had been said on the phone. Said he'd ask 
librarian — long conv. on internal phone. 
Tells me librarian says no.— room for 
staff use only. BL!!! Y. ANNOYED. 

* d +, 
SUN. 24th. Saw that librarian fellow at 
the K’s Head—did NOT by him a drink. 
M.D. 


Take EQ UGHKERTSIE 
just adan example 
You may be thinking of this town—80 miles up ` 


the Hudson from New Ycck Agt;—mainly as 
the home of the world-famous American Girls' 


- School Vassar College, but it is. also che seat 
of che Mid-Hudson Libraries' H.Q , serving 50 
‘Libraries in the surrounding five counties. In 
proud possession of KEESING'S for the past 
13 years, its Reference Coordinator considers 
it an outstanding documentation—which is 
typical of the view held by experts throughout 


the US.A.—and helps towards ' Export or 


die!” 


If you had 1 () minutes to find 


facts on German, French, British, Swedish, 

Danish, Norwegian, Spanish and American 

magazines in the field of aeronautics — 
what would you do? 





|. the wise thing would be to reach for the brand-new edition of Ulrich”s 
INTERNATIONAL PERIODICALS DIRECTORY, and turn to the 
section marked “A eronautics.” 


ou would see at a glance just about every leading aeronautics periodical 
throughout the world. Beneath the title of each, you would find the 
eos which it was published . . . the address . . . editor . . . subscription price 
. frequency of issue . . . whether it carries book reviews, advertising, or an index ` 
. and other important details. 





No matter what subject. you are interested i in, Ulrich's has the data you 
need. It is the only directory with capsule descriptions of 27,000 periodi- 
cals from 112 countries — Afghanistan through Zambia — arranged 
under: 200 subject categories. 


Áre you a publisher? Ulrich's helps you discover the best world-wide periodicals 
for your publicity, your review copies, your advertising. 


Are you a librarian? Ulrich's helps you find new titles for your periodicals collec- 
tion ... and answers your patrons’ questions too. i 


Are you a bookseller? Ulrich's helps you serve your customers” subscription néeds 
.. alerts you to magazines you might want to carry in your store. 


 Ulrich's 
INTERNATIONAL 
PERIODICALS 
DIRECTORY 


Volume 1: Scientific, Technical, Medical periodicals AVAILABLE NOW 
Volume 2: Arts, Humanities, Social Science, Business periodicals 

- READY 1965 $15 (U,S.) net pp. for each clothbound volume. 

Order through our British representative, J, Whitaker & Sons, 


Ltd.. 13 Bedford Square, London W.C. 1 or 
> R. R. BOWKER COMPANY 


1180 Avenué of the Americas 
New York, N.Y. 10036 USA 
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Jiri Louda ` soo 

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 

OF THE STATE RESEARCH LIBRARY 
OF OLOMOUC 


In 1966 it will be four hundred years since the foundations of the State 
Research Library of Olomouc were laid. The beginnings were modest 
enough: a Jesuit College was founded in Olomouc in.1566 and a library 
was simultaneously attached to it. Olomouc at that time was the capital 
of the Margraviate of Moravia which position the.city lost under the 
Swedish occupation during the Thirty Years’ War. The Swedish occupa- 
tion did not only: bring a setback to the ancient city but it brought an 
almost total disaster to the Jesuit College Library; practically all the 
books were removed to Stockholm. B 

After the Swedes had left, a new start was, made and new books began 
. to pour in, even if not at a too rapid rate, during the severe counter- 
reformation. When the Jesuit Order was suppressed in Europe in 1773, 
the holdings of the Library totalled 8090 volumes but of course a certain 
number of books were retained by professors and members of the fgeder. 
In the next year the Library was attached to a newly founded lawfüniver- 
 Sity and considerably expanded by gains from several abolished Ploravian | 
monasteries. The Library served at that time exclusively the taff and 
‘students of the Olomouc University which state of affairs was changed 
four years later, in 1778, when the Library was made public and loan 
regulations were published. 

The new capital of Moravia, Bind: was, however, jealous e the fame 
of the University and succeeded, in the very same year, to have both: 


the University and the Library removed to Brno. Olomouc, of course, did - 


not give up the fight and four years later the University was once more 
on the move, this time back to Olomouc, with à less dignified name, that 
of a Lyceum. It is worth mentioning that the rector of the Lyceum. 
between 1783 and 1790 was the great patriot and linguist, Joseph Dobrov- 
' sky. The Library, strangely enough, kept its old name for three more 
years until in 1785 it was also “degraded” to a Lyceum Library. No 
‘change of name—then as now—could, however, diminish the importance 
of the institution, and in 1807 it was Olomouc and not Brno which became . 
the depót légal for the whole of the Margraviate of Moravia, and-soon 
afterwards for the Austrian part of the Duchy of Silesia. 
` Changing of name was, nevertheless, the fate of the Eibar in 
1827 the Lyceum was promoted to University and the Library, now 
holding more than 39,000 volumes, followed suit. In 1851 all the faculties 
except the theological one were closed, and in 1860 even this remnant 
of the University was abolished. Naturally the Library once more changed 
names, this time to “Imperial-Royal Study Library.” In spite of all these 
vicissitudes the number of volumes continued to@pcrease, and by 1900. — 
it reached 73,000 volumes. This expansion necessi new housing and 
in. 1908 the Library was moved from a convent whici, it Hap gpcupied 
since 1782 to the building of the former theological fac 

After the independence in Czechoslovakia was Np TE In 918, the 
Study Library, although remaining within the function of a provincial ` 
learned library, began to grow more rapidly and in 1936 it had to be 


moved again, this time to the building it still occupies. In 1938 the number E 


of volumes reached 161,131. Under the Nazi occupation during World . 
War II the .Library suffered sad losses when a number of undesirable 
books had to be handed over to the Germans and an assistant librarian, 
the well known scholar in literature Dr. B. Václavek, was sent to a con- 
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centration camp. Neither Dr. Vecinvek nor the books have ever returned. 

After the war the old University was reopened in 1946 and named after 
the great Czech historian Frantisek Palacky; this meant that the Library 
once again became a University Library although it was in no way 
administratively connected with the University. In 1947 the copyright 
privilege, lost shortly before the war, was not only renewed but even 
expanded to cover the whole territory of the. Czechoslovak Republic, and 
the number of volumes virtually surged upwards: 203,931 volumes in 
1948, 456,407 in 1954, 578,840 in 1960 and more than 750, 000 in 1964. 
In 1952 the former archiepiscopal library at Kromeriz with its 82,000 
volumes was affiliated but this expansion was a short-lived one for ‘this 
valuable book collection was joined to the direct museum at Kromeriz 
a few years later. 

In the meantime it was thought that the name of the Library was often 
misleading since the University had in fact if not in name a library of its - 
own and so, in 1961, the name was once again altered and the Library is 
now known as “State Research Library” (in Czech: Státní vedecká 
knihovna). The number of volumes makes it imperative that a new build- 


- ing be erected, and it is now almost certain that the 400th anniversary 


'. are 


willbe a happy. turning point in this direction. The services of the Library - 
longer limited to Olomouc and its environs but are extended all 
over thY country. Let us now pay attention to their extent and state. 

. The t§tal acquisitions in 1964 were 32,576 volumes in which number 
included over 7,000 patents and norms. The copyright copies 
ted 30% of the total number of newly acquired books, purchases 
ernational exchange taking 20:4% and 14:7% respectively while a 
ly high percentage (34:'9%).was taken. by gifts and old 
reserves. The Czechoslovak book production represents almost 43% of the 
total while the majority of the newly acquired books are of foreign origin. 
- The international. book exhange has become a most valuable way of 
obtaining books from abroad which would otherwise be difficult, if not 
indeed impossible, to get. The Library has now established permanent 
exchange programme with 196 libraries and institutions in thirty three 
countries practically all over the world. The number of volumes acquired 
yearly from “these countries tends to be rather variable but the three 
countries sharing the first three top places in different succession each year 
are the U.S.A., the USSR, and the German Federal Republic. 


With regard to periodicals, the State Research Library of Olomouc can 






hardly be compared with the large libraries of the world for it acquires . 


less than 3,000 different titles out of which number more than a half are 

Czechoslovak periodicals and newspapers which the Library gets on the. 
basis of the copyright. 

| Cataloguing is being performed for three basic catalogues, the author, 

the decimal and the subject catalogues. These three catalogues were 

augmented in 1964 by 105,112.new cards in which number are not in- 

cluded continuation 







rtunately has no binding department of its own so 
und books have to be sent to bookbinders in Olomouc 
and er towns in the neighbourhood. Even in this way the 
Libráry was able, however, to have 25,344: volumes newly bound or re- 
bound in 1964. 
_ The situation in the Library's stack-rooms must be described as very 
unsatisfactory. The two main buildings occupied by the Library were not 
originally designed to serve the present purpose with the result that not 
enough space can be secured for the stacks. Some smaller emergency ` 
- storages can hardly be expected to suffice for any considerable time if 
the present influx of books is—as has to be expected—to continue. 
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In spite of this handicap loans still continue to rise. In 1964 their total 


number was 266,592 volumes, out of which 164,768 were used in the 


reading rooms while the rest were loans out of the library: The Library 
- is operated on a closed access system, the reading rooms being furnished 
with the necessary reference works; loans from these amounted in 1964 
to 87,462 volumes. The most spectacular rise in loans out of the library, 


especially loans out of town,.is the best proof that the State Research - 


Library of Olomouc has long ago ceased to have a limited, local sphere 
of influence. Many loans are made to quite distant places, either in 
Bohemia or in Slovakia, often within reach of other and even bigger 
libraries elsewhere, This can be explained by the fact that a reader may 
have to wait much longer for a book in a central library in Prague or in 
Bratislava and often finds the Library at Olomouc as the quicker one. 


The number of registered readers in 1964 was 6,541 which is not really ' 


` bad considering that Olomouc is not exactly a large city and that there is 
also in the place a well supplied Public Library, and that the University 
has several libraries for the use of both teachers and students. It has 
to be stressed that, according to the Library statutes, only scientific books 
are lent to readers; fiction is being primarily lent to students of literature 
and philology. 


In accordance with its statutes, the Library has to provide diffegentiated 
services to its readers in order to make sure that readers whogheed the 
books for more important purposes (or who have more impolfant pro- 
fessions from the social point of view) get priority. For this puypose all 
readers are divided into six categories: (a) leading workers (10:6%A of the 
total number of readers), (b) higher workers and university stude 
the fourth term upward (34:895), (c) workers in medium gory and 
students in the first terms (37-795), (d) workers in lower category and 
secondary school students (13:296), (e) other unqualified readers (2-995), 
(f) the staff of the Library (0-895). Each reader is allotted his proper 
category, and a subdivision according to his field of interest: (A) adminis- 
trative workers, judiciary, army (4:295), (S) political sciences (2-395), 
. (K) education (14-395), (J) linguistics and literature (14-195), (P) sciences 
(18-975), (H) economics (3-476), (T) technics (23-196), (Z) agriculture, 
veterinary medicine (2:895), (L) medicine (14%). The letters are taken 






from the Czech denomination of the groups.) A rising tendency has been 


found in groups P and T. 
Attached to the lending department is a photolaboratory the output 


:- of which was, in 1964, nearly 19,000 photocopies and microfilms. 


A very wide field of activity can be claimed by the bibliographical de- 
` partment constituted in 1954. In 1964 this department made and sent, 
apart from thousands of consultations and minor instructions, 309 re- 
quested bibliographical lists, 9,487 individual informations about newly 
acquired foreign books and periodicals, 10,527 quarterly acquisitions list, 
and 949 bimonthly surveys of important news in Wgrld affairs. The biblio- 
graphical department is in charge of several speci j 
have become most useful, including indexes from Weste& countries books 
on world politics, books and articles on the ‘North 
books on economy etc. Much work has been devoted t pihi 
card index of all Moravian newspapers and periodicals which will be fhe 
bäsis of a thorough bibliography. 

The Library is in close touch with other libraries and institutions, co- 






operating with their bibliographical departments; a close link is being 


maintained with the Institute for the History of the Communist Party 
of Czechoslovakia. Methodical help is given to smaller libraries in the 
region, especially to public and school libraries, which are being regularly 
visited by by leading members of the staff of ihe State Research Library. 
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GDR 





REVIEW 


| The Maguine 
from the German Democratic Republic 


reports in words and pictures 


on economic and social problems, scientific, 
` technical and cultural questions, films, theatre 
and PAN in GDR. 





provides first-hand information 


about the young republic whose government 
and people are making continuous efforts to ` 
cultivate friendly relations with all nations. 


|. 64 pages monthly 


: 32. colour plates ; published in 7 languages, 
Price pee copy 1/-, 1 enn 's subscription. 11/- 


 GDR-REVI EW is obtainable from our representatives: 


Central Books Ltd. or Collets Holdings Ltd. 
-37 Gray's Inn Road Denington Estate 

LONDON, W.C.1 London Road ` 
Wellingborough/ NOR EAA S 






^w VERLAG ZEIT IM BILD 


mQ 
. ty . DDR > 8019 Dresden, Spenerstrasse 21 





The director and some Se librarians are members of central and 
regional library committees thus being able to influence the activities of . 
the all-country network of libraries. 


The publishing activities of the Library are mounting each year. In 


1964 thirty more titles were added to the long list of publications from 
previous years, In the same year the Library arranged for eleven public 


lectures to be held on varying themes; sixty book expositions were also 
made for different occasions. 


If we sum up, the Library after the four hundred years of its existence 


. can be content with the results achieved, and yet has. to work hard to 


that with the valuable historical bookstocks including over 1400 
scripts, more than 2000 incunabula and thousands of old prints 
extensive collections of modern literature from all fields of knowfEdge, the. . 


achieve even more. It still remains to solve the problem of stack-rooms `` 

in order to ensure the steady growth of the book collections without having 
to put temporarily part of them out of use or without having to alter 
fundamentally the acquisitions policy. New ways of approach to readers 
must be found if their number is to be still increased. More concerted 
work and co-operation will be needed if the work of the bibliographical 
department is to have even better results and if no effort is to be wasted 


on projects which are not always clearly defined and concerted with other 
libraries. 


The four hundred years' history of the Library makes us, however, feel 







the ever changing conditions with steadily growing readiness, curacy | 
and speed. Ñ 


Literature: J. LOUDA: Soupis prvotisku Universitní knihovny v Olomouci a “jej pobocky v 


South and Central America, 


Kromerfzi, Praha, 1956. 
. PETRU: Z rukopisnych sbírek Universitní. knihovny v Olomouci. Praha, 1959, 
. SMEJKAL: Stát vedecká knihovna v Olomouci 1945 az 1965. Olomouc, 1965. 
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GARNETT COLLEGE 


A CAREER IN FURTHER 
& HIGHER EDUCATION 


Tutor Librarians 


sours 
AMERICAN 
HANDBOOK 


The most up to date and 
comprehensive guide to 


Garnett College (London) offers a one- 
year full-time course leading to the 
. Teacher's Certificate of the University 
of London Institute of Education to 
men and women who want to take 
up appointments in establishments for 
Furtber and Higher Education. There 
- are excellent career prospects for those 
entering this field of education. 


Applications for the next course (Sep- 
to June 1967) are invited 











Mexico and the Caribbean. 
(900 pages) 


1966 EDITION 
ee (by post 22s.) 










The age limits ar 
graduates under the 


considered. 
obtainable from 


TRADE & TRAVEL 


PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
Dept. AL. 


14 LEADENHALL STREET, 
LONDON, E.C.3. 
WED. WEA. 











Free Tuition 
Maintenance Grants Availai le 
For full dctails and application form 
write to: i 


- The Principal- (S,44.) 
Garnett College, Downshire House, 
Roehampton Lane, London, S.W.15. 


ee 


LIBRARY ADVISORY 
COUNCILS ` 


The Secretary of State for Education and 


Science has appointed the following mem- 
bers of the advisory councils on libraries 
for England and for Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire, established under Section 2 of 


the Public Libraries and Museums Act, ` 


1964. 

These Councils ‘have a duty to ere 
the Secretary of State on matters connected 
with: the provision or use of. 
facilities. . 

The Act provides - that each ‘Council 
should include persons with experience of 
the administration of public and other 
libraries. 









Library ANvisory Council (England) 
Chairman ` 
Mr. Frank ‘J@up, Secretary, Oxford University 


Delegacy Mor Extra-Mura] Studies. 


* 


. Members 


Mr. D. V. Arno Intelligence Section Manager, 
.I.C.l. Heavy -Organic Chemicals Division, 
Billingham. | 

Mrs. W. Bindley, Deputy Chairman, London. 


District of Workers' Educational Association. 
Dr..G. Chandler, City Librarian, Liverpool, 
Mr. E. P. Dudley, Head of Department of 
Librarianship, Northwestern Polytechnic. . 
Mr. R. I. Dutton, Member, Winchester City 
Council, 

Mr. S. P, L. Filon, T.D., Librarian and Secretary, 
National Central Library. 

Sir Frank Francis, Director, British Muscum. 

Mr. F. M. Gardner, Borough Librarian, Luton. 

Mr. H. Goldstone, Member, Manchester City 
Council, 

Mr. M. G. Harvey, 
District Council. 

Mr. K. W. Humphreys, 
University. 

Mr. H. A. Jones, Principal, City Literary Institute. 


Member, Malvern. Urban 


Librarian, Birmingham 





AND MUSIC BINDING 


. 99, St. Martin’ s Lane, 
‘London, W.C.2 cov. 1612 


A Complete Music Service Provided 








library - 


ns 


, 
^ eA 


Dr. T. Kelly, Director, Department of Extra- 
Mural Studies, University of Liverpool. 
Colonel P. H. Lloyd, T.D.. D.L., J.P., Member, 


Leicestershire County Council. 


Mr. W. R. Maidment, Borough Librarian. 
Camcen. . i 

Mr. W. J. Murison, County Librarian West 

. Riding. 

Miss L. V. Paulin, County Librarian, Hertford- i 
shire. 

Mr. D. T.  Richnel, Librarian, Reading 
University. 

Mr. B. Sharpe, Member, Lincolnshire (Lindscy) 


County Council. 


Mr. F. 1. Stott, J.P., Member, 
Council, 

Mr. W. ‘Tynemouth, City Librarian, 
upon Tyne. 

Mr. L. Wilson, Director, ASLIB. 


Mr. G. H. Wright, County Technica] Librarian, 
Hertfordshire. 


Library Advisory Council (Wales) 

Chairman 

Professor R. I. Aaron, Professor of Philosophy, 
University College of Wales, Aberystwyth. 

Members : " 

Mr. W. Ashworth, Librarian and Information 
Officer 1.C.1. Fibres Limited, Pontypool. 

Mr. G. R. Beeston, M.B.E., J.P.. Member, Mon- 
mouthshire County Council. 

Mr. D. Andrew Davies, Secretary, 
Education: Committee, 

Dr. Ifor H. Davies, J.P., Member, Denbighshire 
County Council, 


Plymouth City 


Newcastle 


Welsh Joint 


Mr. Alun R. Edwards, Librarian, Cardiganshire 
and Aberystwyth Joint Library. 
Mr. T. I. Ellis. Chairman, Regional Library 


Bureau, Aberystwyth. 


Mrs. E. C. Gwynn, County Chairman, Mont- 


gomeryshire Federation of Women’s Insti- 
tutes. 

Mr. Trevor Jenkins, Director of Education, 
G:amorzan. q 

Mr. E. D. Jones, C.B.E., Librarian National 
‘Library of Wales. . i 

Mr. E. Gwynne Jones, Librarian, University 


College of North Wales, Bangor. 
Mrs. T. Jones, Housewife and Secretary of Adult 
Education Ciass, Shotton, Flintshire. 
Mrs. Oiwen Parry, Member, Cardiff City Council. 
Mr. W. J. Philips-Williams, Member of Pem- ' 
brokeshire County Council. | 
Mr. H. A. Prescott, Borough Librariàn, Llanelly. 
Mr. L. M. Rees, Borough Librarian, Swansea, 


GERMAN BOOKS 


supplied on all subjects (except tech- 
nique and theology) to all parts of 
the world at most favourable terms 
such: as post free delivery. Special 
terms for libraries. Apply for more 
details: 


Universitiitsbuchhandlung 
- Dr. J. C. Witsch, 
5 Cologne 1, Postf. 187 Germany 


“Languages” and 
just published 


Catalogues 
"Economics" 
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YOUR LETTERS 


A MAJOR PREDICAMENT 


In reply to Mr. Thompson's 


uery 
(Assistant, December 1965) as to the 


asis 


of my confident statement that “one may on 


no account borrow Miller's; "Tropic of 
Cancer' " from most of our public libraries, 
I regret that, as Mr. Thompson has probably 
guessed, no country-wide survey of the 
matter has, so far as I know, taken place. 
However a "McColvin Report" on the 
subject of censorship of controversial publi- 
cattons in libraries would be of considerable 
interest. May I congratulate Mr. Thompson 
on the idea and suggest he propose it to the 
L.A. research group forthwith? 

I have found it impossible to borrow the 
book from a county library in the South of 
England and a county borough library in 
the North, both of them prominent and 
well set up authorities and with policies of 
book provision normally as liberal as any. 
. I jumped to my conclusion therefore, like 
any heedless member of the public would, 
and felt it to be one over which — in Mr. 
Thompson's metaphor — a good deal of 
froth ought to be beaten up. But why does 
not Mr. Thompson enlighten me as to 
whether I may. borrow “Tropic of Cancer" 
in Leeds? . 

Incidentally, does he write to the 
Assistant every time he thinks he has 
' detected an unsupported statement in its 
pages, or only when the resultant “froth” 
is not to his taste? 

M. VERRALL, Student, Newcastle School 
of Librarianship. l 


AFRICA AND GOLDEN JOYS 


The proposals by Mr. Odumosu (June 
Assistant) and the follow-up letter from 
Mr. Baiyewu (September Assistant) both 
display a rather alarming ignorance of the 
role of the British librarian in Africa. It 
was even more distressing to read the 
editorial comment on the articles and find 
a misleading and almost irresponsible 
statement endorsing one of Mr. Odumosu’s 
points regarding the recruitment of volun- 
teer librarians and adding " . . . there is 
a danger that African librarians might be 
done out of a job." 

‘This suggestion is utter nonsense. The 
whole recruitment procedure is designed 
to protect the position of the qualified 
African librarian. No indent is submitted 
for a librarian from overseas, whether a 


volunteer or contract ex-patriate, until the . 


African Government. concerned has ex- 
hausted every possibility of recruiting a 
. suitably qualified local librarian. An 
additional safeguard is also implicit in the 
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‘committees and by maintai 


normal tour of duty which is two years. 
This helps to ensure that as qualified 
African librarians become available they 
may take over from their British counter- 
parts. . . 

Mr. Baiyewu goes‘ even further and 
implies a reluctance on the part of the 
British librarian to assist, in the develop- 
ment and operation of library services in 
Africa. This has certainly not been true of 


. the immediate past, witness the role played 
.by librarians and advisers of the British 


Council. It- is a useful measure of the 
current outside interest and goodwill to 


¿note that since being established in 1963, 


the Tanganyika Library Service’ has 
attracted twelve professional librarians to 
Tanzania from Britain, United States, 
Canada and Denmark. Any difficulty in 
uling vacancies probably arises from 
short-comings in the present recruitment 
procedure. A little more initiative and 
Imagination on the part of the 
agencies would pay dividends, 
one would like to see the Li 
tion ‘take a little more i 
destinies of its members by 
leading librarian, preferably 
experience, to sit on the 











ary. Ássocia- 
in the 
ominating a 
ith overseas 
terviewing 
vist of 
librarians qualified and ling to give 
advice on professional prospects abroad. 


Librarians, like anyone else, are natur- 
all hesitant about, committing . their 
futures without receiving some reassurance 
as to the politica] and social conditions 
which prevail in Africa. It is significant 
that four of the British librarians with the 
Tanganyika Library Service have come to 
Tanzania as a result of personal contacts 
already out here. Librarianship in Africa 
is a rewarding experience and growing 
interest is being aroused in Britain and 
other countries as a result of librarians 
here in África communicating their enthu- 
siasm to their colleagues at home. On his 
recent U.K. leave the Director of Tangan- 


yika Library Service.received a number of 


enquiries regarding future vacancies which | 
had been stimulated in this way. These are 

being held on a waiting list pending an 
increase in thegestablishment as the. service 





I refer to ‘the attempt to convAhce the 
Ministry of Overseas Developmekt that 
librarians could usefully be added t& their 
Corps of Specialists which is availabie to 
overseas .countries. It would then be 
possible to provide some guarantee of 
continuity of service and afford some 
better means of protecting superannuation 


JACKSON'S LIBRARY SERVICE ITD. 


Public and County 
LIBRARY BOOKSELLERS 


Schoo! Contracters 


Liverpool Road 
SOUTHPORT 


Telephone: 78568 
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rights or other benefits. This step would . 


do much to allay the doubts which must 
act as a brake on overseas appointments. 
JACK  HASELGROVE, ALA., Senior 
Librarian, Tanganyika Library Service. 


(There is a hypothetical danger that 
Africans might be done out of a job. 1 am 
glad to hear that it is not real.—Ed.) 


ENCOUNTERS WITH READERS 

I was very disturbed to read in the 
November issue of the Assistant Librarian 
of Mr. Shearman's “Encounters with 
readers.” i i 

He appears to be making rather a song 
and dance about three items — the fact 
.that .he knows offhand the author of 
"Wind in the Willows,” that he does not 
have to refer to usual sources, such as 
“The yg ts Library" to trace dramatic 
works and that he bad one serious enquiry 
—on industrial accidents—in a fortnight. 

It is unfortunate that he recommended 
the reader concerned. in this latter 
"encounter" that. he should get in touch 
with a government department that has 
ceased to, function, but nevertheless this 
seemed a fairly worthwhile enquiry. 

The aspect of Mr. Shearman's activities 
that worries me is that it would appear 
that in the fortnight between 23rd August 
and 6th September he only received three 
iens that he considered worth noting 
and, of these, two were trivial in the 
extreme and the other wrongly answered. 

Yet Mr. Shearman no doubt considers 
himself to be a professional librarian. If 
all librarians have such busy enquiry desks 
as that at Sutton Central Library I despair 
of any progress towards professionalism 
in the future. | 
-IAN WILKES. 


Tony Shearman comments: - 

Dear Ian: Between the dates quoted I 
recorded 26 enquiries during the ten hours 
or so a week I was, at the enquiry desk at 
- Sutton. There were many other enquiries 


which were not recorded. Hoping this | 
leaves you less worried. Yours, etc. 


QUALIFYING AS A LIBRARIAN 

I have just read with amazement, K. 
Tait's letter in the November issue of The 
Assistant Librarian: 

First, the erroneous statement that after 
a two year course at Library School, school 
leavers will be newly "qualifed" lib- 
rarians proudly clutching their A.L.A. 
applying for senior posts at A.P.T. II or 
above. Surely it is common knowledge in A 
the profession that before becoming 
Á.L/A. the library student has not only to 
pass the intermediate and final examina- 
tions but to have had three years of 
approved practical library experience, at 
least one year of which has to be com- 
bleted after Library School. Our newly 
qualified A.L.A.’s will therefore hardly be 
less experienced than that junior with a 
couple of “O” levels. - 

Secondly, I would like tofPrefute the 
statement that nowhere in thf syllabus for 
Paper C.106, the bibliograph@ of literature 
for children is a knowledgeMof children’s 
ated quite 
Students’ 







Handbook that "Questions asked 
expecting detailed knowff ge of certain 
felds of children's literature, both fiction 


and non-fiction.” . In any case it is quite 
impossible to tackle any such bibliography . 
without an outline knowledge.at least of 
the subject in question. 

I can assure K. Tait that after com- 
pleting two years at Library School and 
specialising in paper C.106, as one of my 
final papers I was most definitely expected 
to have a thorough knowledge of chil- 
dren's literature, from .earliest times to 


. present day. I may add that considerably 


more emphasis was placed on the actual 
literature, than on the bibliographical side. 
We had ample opportunity of seeing and 
using a great many children's books in 
every “Practical” way, rather than “Aity. 








though not necessary. Absolutely essential are a lively mind arid eager 
to progress. Age between 20 and 30. Excellent prospects. Good salary 
right applicant. Staff amenities include subsidised restaurant, free medica 
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42 


opportunity for assistant in Direct Mail Dept. Must ha 
administrative ability. Some experience in: copywriting 


fairy” lectires on books that we had never 
‘seen, read or handled. 


Miss JOYCE SAUNDERS, . Senior 
Assistant, Children’s and schools dept., 
City of Cambridge; Ex Pupil, Lough- 
borough School of Librarianship. 


GUIDANCE FOR VOTERS 


I wish to protest against the almost 
farcical voting procedure for S.L.A,' and 
L.A. Councillors. For a comparative new- 


comer to the profession, such as myself, to. 


be presented with a list of names and an 
dutline of their careers to date is no use 
whatsoever. Out of the total number of 
candidates: presented for election ás S.L.A. 
and National Councillors, 1 had heard of 
two; one because he is chief librarian 
where I work, and the other because he 


has written a book. Apart from this there : 
- was no 


indication of. the personality, 
or capabilities of the candidates. 
en, can one decide on the best 
vote for? 

to this, it was a’ pleasant 
rise to rekeive the A.A.L. voting paper 


Views, 








wit its mgnifesto of each candidate's 
policy. In mf view, this should justify any 
extra .cost nvolved in producing these 


shows members 
poliga ey voting for, and is, there- 
fore of direct penent to the membership 
as a whole, 

I should like to see this system adopted 
for all L.A. elections. 
ROBIN T. HARBOUR, 


28 Daleally 
Crescent, Errol, Perthshire. i 


RETIRED. AND | 
OUT-OF-TOUCH MEMBERS 


Mrs. Peta M. Drinnan writes to say that 
members of the Manchester Division. of 
the A.A.L. who are retired, temporarily or 
otherwise, or in special or obscure (!) 
libraries, who are not receiving notices of 
A.A.L. meetings or copies of North 
Western Newsletter, and who would like 
to do so, should write to the new Hon. 


Membership’ Secretary ofthe Division," 






ibrary, Bury, 
y too pleased to 
E list. 

A.A.L. members in 


me from the A.A.L. Hon. Member- 
“ship Officer, D. R; Bartlett, M.A. A.L.A., 
Bilborough Branch Library, Bracebridge 
Drive, Bilborough, Nottingham. 


Hon. Publications ` Officer: 


which: 


EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT | 


As the A.A.L, did not elect an Education ` 
Officer to: succeed’ Mr. Davey until the 
January meeting, it will not be possible to 
produce an Education Supplement until 
April at the earliest, 


A.A.L. PUBLICATIONS AND 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


These are still obtainable from Mr. J. S. . 
Davey, F.L.A., 49 Halstead Gardens, Lon- 
don, N.21, as Mr. Davey is continuing as 
Sales Officer. He is also continuing to deal 
with the remaining Correspondence Courses. 


OFFICERS OF COUNCIL | 
AND OTHER A.A.L. OFFICERS 


Hon. Education Officer: D. G. Dine, 
A.L.A., Hampshire County Library. 

Hon. Sales Officer: J. S. Davey, F.L.A., 
National Central Library. 

G. Langley, 
B.A., F.L.A., Bristol Public Libraries. 

Hon, Membership Officer: D. R. Bartlett, 


M.A., ALA. Nottingham County 
Library. i i 
Hon. Conference Secretary: R. Oxley, 


F.L.A., Derbyshire County Library. 

Hon, Films Officer: W. F. Broome, F.L.A., 
London Borough of Lambeth Public 
Libraries. 

Hon. Advertising Manager: I. H. Wilkes, 
A.L.A:, c/o S.E.R.L.S., National Central 

l Library, Store Street, London, W.C.1: - 


BRITISH PRINTING SOCIETY | 
The British Printing Society has just 
issued its first Prospectus since .changing 
its name from the International Small 
Printers’ Association .last April. This 
describes the aims and activities of the 
Society, and a membership application ' 


- form is included. (The annual subscription - 


is £l 10s.) .The Society is a non-profit. 
making organisation with a membership of 
about a thousand full-time, part-time and 
hobby printers, some of the private press 
owners being from the United States and 
elsewhere overseas. Several librarians are 
mernbers. . i 

The Society's magazine, Small Printer, is 
circulated monthly to all members. A speci- 
men magazine:and a copy of the Prospectus 


` can be obtained by writing to: The Hon. 


Secretary, British Printing Society, BM/ 
ISPA, London, W.C.1. 


A 
toed 


REVIEWS 


SOME OF OUR. YESTERDAYS 


MUNFORD, W. A. ed. Annals of the 
Library Association, 1877 to 1960. Library 
Association, 1965. 22s. (16s. 6d. to 
members). 


The Library History Group, who spon- 
sored this work, are to be congratulated 
. for arranging this publication so soon 
after their formation. It is a work which 
will have many uses: by students of 
librarianship of course, but also by 
ofācials as a working tool. For example, if 
one wishes to track down that elusive 
document, the Tighe Report, “Annals” 
will give a date (29 May 1953), though it 
does not say that it was only published in 
the Library Assoctation Record. 

The main subject is the Library Asso- 
ciation, and one cannot quibble that 
groups such as the A.A.L. don't receive 
much attention, but perhaps as the 


A.A.L.’s records are at the moment kept. 


at Newcastle, it might be a good thing for 
an “Annals of the A.A.L." to be published 
too. For example, one can find when H. 
A. Whatley first edited Library science 
abstracts, (28. September. 1951) but not 
when Frank Gardner first edited The 
Library assistant (September 1933). 
Though the Assistants founding in Janu- 
ary 1898 and first editor (B. L. Dyer) are 
recorded, its change of title to The 
Assistant Librarian (January 1953: editor 
A. C. Jones) are not. The formation of 
some --A.A.L. Divisions (e.g. Eastern 
Counties, South Coast, South Wales) are 
recorded; others (e.g. Bristol, Devon and 
Cornwall, G.L.D.) are not. The dates and 
themes of .A.A.L. Conferences are given. 
- A third use is as a time waster! Checking 
names, one finds Surridge, R. G. indexed, 
but Callander, T. E., not. Moon is in, but 
not Spaith. We have W. G. Smith but not 
Miss L. V. Paullin. We may also wonder 


' | 
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‘increasingly necessary. 
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why B.N.B. appears at 28 March 1952, 
when the L.A, Council asked it to consider 


' a card catalogue service, but not in Janu- 


ary 1950 when the B.N,B, first- appeared, 
with L.A. backing. 

Dr. Munford asks for errors and 
omissions to be noted and sent to him. We 
hope there will be a second edition well 
before the L.A.’s centenary in 1977. A 
rather more balanced review of “Annals” 
appears in the Library: Association Record, 


P.D.G. 


TRACKING DOWN RESEARCH Y 


RESEARCH in librarianship. Vol. 1, no. 
1, October 1965. Edited b. Edward R. 
Reid-Smith, B.A., A.L.A. (5s. per issue, 
Or 15s. per annum from Subscription 
Manager, 34 Norfolk Street, Werneth, 
Oldham, Lancs.). 


The recent introduction offfellowship 
of the Library Association thesis has 
meant that much more serios research by 
practising "librarians is bein undertaken 
at the present time than Yas possible 
hitherto, with the result that means of 
recording this research 









Research in Librarianship is possibly 
only a pioneer into.this comparatively 
barren field, but endeavours to fill a two- 
fold function. Principally, if the initial 
issue is any criterion, it records research 
being carried out in Britain, thus bringing 


"to light otherwise overlooked material, 


and secondly we may hope that the pro- 
fession at large and the research worker 
may be able through its pages to resolve 
problems and combine to reach solutions: 
It is well produced, published three 
times a year, with an index appearing 
from time to time, and reasonable at five 
shillings per number. 
R. F. E. KNIGHT, A.L.A., Reference 
Librarian, London Borough of Bromley. 


on branded | 
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MUSIC 


McCOLVIN, L. R. and REEVES, J. 
Music Libraries: completely re- 
wnitten, revised and extended by Jack 


Dove. Andre Deutsch, £5 10s. 1965. 
' 2 vols. 
For the last. twenty years Music 


Librarians have felt a growing need for 
a revised and extended second edition 
of McOolvin and Reeves’ book, For the 


past few years we have waited patiently | 


for the coming of the new verston to 
fill that need. It has arrived. and yet, in a 
“sense, we must go on waiting, For it 
“must be admitted that the new work 
falls somewhat short in several ways, ex- 
cellent though it is, and proves that this 
is not a task for one man, unless that 
man has the concentration of purpose of 
the type possessed by E. T. Bryant, One 
could end the review here having made 
the main point, 


and the der time, but in fairness to 
all concern&l one must go into a little 
more detail. Y, 


The first volume, Chapter I starts off at 
a oracking, purposeful pace which sets 
the: tone aki the standard of expertise 
ith the subject matter 






he genera] survey of musical activ- 
ity" is first class, some statements are 
debateble, The view of the B.B.C. as a 
patron of the ants, rather than a pur- 
veyar and occasional impressario for 
instance, seems open to argument and 
one that might cause the uninformed 
reader to get an unreal pioture of the 
B,B.C. in this field. Tbe practical con- 


tributions from this quarter pale into: 


insignificance when compared to the very 
real work done by the Ants Council. and 
foundations such as Gulbenkian, Fromm 
etc. The B.B.C. would hardly make it 
a practise to pay an impecunious com- 
poser his living expenses whilst compos- 
ing an ‘opera or other extended work. 





thus saving the’ writer’ 


M whilst the overall theory 


The survey of the affects of broadcasting 
and other reproduced music on society 
is excellent and contains good solid in- 
formation without padding. 

The chapter on periodicals and 
catalogues maintains the pace but un- * 
fortunately introduces some mistakes 
that undermine the confidence engen- 
dered by the opening pages. Confidence 
is not restored by chapter 3 when one 
realises that the matenial seems to be 
based on the position in the publishing 
and selling world of the mid 1950's. Both 
chapters show signs of early preparation ` 
and insufficient revision. Chapter 4: 
Binding: Storage: Display, is very valu- 
able and could usefully be extended here 
and there, 

The core of the volume is reached in 
the fifth and sixth chapters which are 
on classification and cataloguing re- 
spectively. The classification scheme has 
been repeated from the first edition: with 
useful extensions to bring it up to date 
The Coates scheme was only given a 
scant glance and other contributions in 
the field ignored. A pity! . 

The section devoted to British 
Libraries (Public, University and 
Special) and Overseas Libraries again, 
like chapters 2 and 3, carries evidence 
of early preparation and reliance on 
outdated information that might have 


` been overcome by revision. These chap- 


ters will provide a happy hunting ground 
for those who enjoy searching out errors. 
The failure to mention, even in passing, 
the American Library of Congress is one 
of the most unfortunate of these. Con- 
binental Libraries. are often . made 
prominent by lack of mention. 

Volume 2 poses different problems 
for the student and Librarian ‘which are 
overcome once it is realised that it is 
best used as a supplement to “Music 
Librarianship” by E. -T. Bryant, All the 
material listed is post 1957 and .for 
earlier publications one must refer to 
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Bryant. Even so the section “Books on 
Music” is extensive when compared with 
the first edition and lists more material 
than is to be found in most average 
music libraries. The scores included for 
- the years 1957 to 1962 are less compre- 
hensive, which is hardly to be expected 
when covering so short a period of 
time, To have extended this to pre-1957 
material would have been pointless in 
view ‘of the existing list in Bryant and 
the first edition, but the list could have 
been much larger than it is. 

The general appearance and format of 
the book are outstandingly good and 
show a marked improvement on the 
original. As to Mr, Dove’s style in writ- 
ing one would wish that it was less in- 
dividual here and there, A too personal 
approach in a work of this kind suffers 
more and more with the passage of 
time, The production of a book of this 
kind. is too vast a project for one in- 
dividual and one feels that Hs many 
virtues would have been increased and 
its inaccuracies and weaknesses far 
fewer if it had been the work of a team 
under the leadership of so experienced 
and talented man as Mr. Dove. Even as 
it stands, used with care ijt wil prove a 
most valuable tool for the Music 
Librarian until the next intrepid con- 
testant takes the field. 


E. COOPER, Music Librarian, London 


Borough of Enfield. 


BLUM, F. Music monographs in series: 
a bibliography of numbered mono- 
graph series in the field of music 
ee since. 1945, Scarecrow press, 
19 


Monographs in series appear in many 
subject fields and set serious problems 
of bibliographical tracing, through the 
erratic nature of their publication, the 
occasional uncerbainty or inconsistency 


of their numbering, and the lack of. 


information of the overall plan or range 
of the series either in the past or in 
prospect. Publications of this kind have 
a particular importance in the field of 
music which is one of the most inter- 
national of all, Series in foreign 
languages are of major interest to 
students and research’ workers, and many 
series, whatever their country of origin, 
conitain titles in more than one language. 

The work under review is a major 
bibliographical tool for material of this 
sort, listing. 250 series in which at least 
one volume has appeared since 1945, 
from about thirty countries and in about 
twenty languages. The degree of com- 
prehensiveness is remarkable, both from 
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the point of view of ihe origin of ihe 
material, and range of aspects of music 
covered. 

There is an index to series and issu- 
ing organisations, which serves as a 
quick finding list, but if an individual 
is named as editor, his work has to be 
traced through a separate name index. 
If one is not certain as to whether an 
individual or an organisation is respon- 
sible both indexes may have to be 
checked. The main bibliography lists un- 
der each series heading all the published 
numbers in the series with dates and 
occasional elucidating notes. Mm 

There is little doubt that the work 
fulfills all the purposes set out in the 
preface, not least tire last of these: “to 
call attention to the need for similar 
bibliographies in other subject areas.” 
W. CALDWELL, Head, Newcastle 


School of Librarianship, 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


JENNETT, Sean. The wala books. 
3rd ed., 1964. Faber, 735. 
To the vast majority of hose reading 

this review "Jennett" will already be 

well known as one of the mpst readable 
books on its subject and oOtwwhich: 
has helped many of us on the ro to 
success in parts of our professional éx- 
aminations. The new edition wil, I am 
sure, be welcomed by students of Part 

I, Paper 4 and Part II, Paper B21. 

For those who do not know the work 
it should be indicated that it is divided 
into two parts, the first covering the 
technioal processes of printing and bind-. 


ing, including paper manufacture and the 


second covering the design of books. 
Each part is lucid, the first being factual 
and the second being, though factual, 
opinionaitive. It is the opinionative as- 
pect of Jennett which, I feel, makes the 
work so stimulating and refreshing. 

In a 3rd ed. revised and reset one 


.would have hoped for more revision 


than is apparent. It is disappointing to 
see such a small amount of information 
on filmsetting; references still being 
ather than plastic mould- 










revival in 
rk to the 


in fact there appeaMe,t 
the process and finally a re 
effect that espanto is gaining 1 
ity when, in fact, less of this 
is being imponted. 

Although some revision ha 
carried out on the text one cannoN sses 
that very much has been carried out on 
the bibliography. There are some new 
titles, there are some deletions but there 


are too many out-dated works listed, 
for example, the 1949 edition of Biggs 
Approach to Type is listed when- the 
second edition appeared : in 1961; 
Curwen's Processes of Graphic. Repro- 
duction is dated 1947 when Faber issued 


the 3rd ed. in 1963; Johnson's Type. de- 


signs . . . 1934 ed. when. the second 
edition -appeared in 1959; Simon’s In- 
troduction to Typography 1945: ed. when 
the 2nd rev. ed. appeared in 1964 from 
Faber (it may not have been sufficiently 
oo in production to allow its list- 
ing 

In the periodicals section of the bibli- 
ography one would, I am sure, have ex- 


pected to find Book Design and Produc- 


tion and possibly Print in Britain but 
neither appears. 

From the above it can be seen that if 
you possess either the first or second 
‘editions of this book there is little need 


to buy tf, third. 
In reviewWag a book such as this a com- 
ment on its physical make up should be 


included. This on the whole is, I believe, 
very good: A should be!) although one 


could criti'ise the book cloth which 


appears tf be too soft and will not 
therefére sod up.to hard wear. The 
stasflard of printing appears to be good 

nd an even impression has been ob- 


tained throughout, One final point which 
I must mention is that in a copy seen 
by the reviewer there was an excellent 
example of set off occurning on the 
verso of plate 62—unfortunately facing 
the section headed OFFSET PHOTO 
LITHOGRAPHY. 

W. M. WATSON, Newcastle School of 
Librarianship. 


LIBRARY BUILDINGS 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION. Library adminstration divi- 
sion. Problems in planning library 
facilities: proceedings of the Library 
Buildings Institute conducted at 
Chicago, July 12-13, 1963. A.L.A.,. 
1964. $4.25. 

To British librarians the word “Insti- 
tute” has a meaning quite different from 
that implied in the title of this valuable 
volume. Here it may be broadly -trans- 
lated as “conference” though once again 
it is not quite a conference as we under- 
stand the term. All the participants— 
librarians, architects, board members— 
were interested in library buildings, and 
they were divided into groups which 
discussed particular types of lrbraries— 
college, and university, public, school, 
hospital and institutron—after an open- 
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ing combined session on the library 
building consultant, 

Whereas a confererice is concerned 
with papers read, an institute is more 
in the form. of a series of panel discus- 
sions, and most of this work consists 
of a series of descriptions of new build- 
ings by the responsible architects or 
librarians, followed by the comments 
of a designated critic or critics, fol- 
lowed again by replies from the first 
speakers. This makes. both interesting 
and refreshing reading, supported by a 
summary of essential statistics at' the 
beginning of ‘each discussion, together 
with good reproductions of plans, artists 
impressions and -photographs. Most of 
the book is devoted to college and uni- 
versity libraries, where the scale of de- 
velopments is sometimes as awe inspir- 
ing, as the original ideas are stimulating. 
.  IPhe section on public libraries has a 

series- of discussions on preliminary 
matters, such as “Programming before 
planning",. “Federal aid programs”, 
“Role of the architect, engineer and 
librarian in library planning”, as well 
as analysis of actual buildings, and these 
are most illuminating sections. The 
school libraries and hospital Hbraries 
sections also devote considerable space 
to vers other than discussion of build- 


in 

"A iGgethes this.js a very thought pro- 
voking publication. One feels that one 
would like to see fhe institute method 
adopted to British needs when it can 
be seen to produce so much of value. 
Practising librarians and students alike 
wil find much to stimulate and edify 
in these pages. Typographical layout and 
reproduction are first class, but 200 


pages 114 x 84 inches in a paper back. 


binding are awkwardly “floppy” to 
handle, and not likely to stand up to 
much: wear and tear. 

W. CALDWELL, Head, 
School of Libi arianship. 


Newcastle 


SHORTER NOTICES - 
SRIVASTAVA, A. P. Theory of know- 


ledge classification in libraries New 
‘Delhi, Lakshmi Book Store, 1964. 
206p. 30s. 


This is an elementary introduction to 
classification theory intended for Indian 

library school students, In five chapters 
© Mr. Srivastava deals with knowledge, 
' olassification and documents; fundamen- 
. tal categories, arrays and chains; termin- 
- ology and notation; patterns and .tools 
in classification; and document number. 
There is an appendix of terms used. As 
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-heavy commitments, 


may be seen from these contents this is 
a treatment of Ranganathan’s theory and 
examples are drawn from D.C. and 


Colon—students will find the simpler — 


examples and explanations useful for a 
study of Colon in the Part 1 paper 3 


examination. 


GUJRATI, B. S. E E New. 
Delhi, Lakshmi Book Store, 1964. 92p, 
10 rupees. 

This little book ús a collection of 
pieces on various aspects of librarian- 
ship, two by people other than the 
author, intended to give "students a 
simple, elementary and logical introduc- 
tion to some aspects" of the subject. 
The text would seem to be appropriate 
to the needs of Indian students but is 
much too brief and marred by misprints 
and unclear statements. 


SHARP, H. S. editor, Readings in infor- 
matron retrieval. press, 


Scarecr 
1964. 759p. 175s. /.. 
Mr. Sharp avoids some? criticism of 
this work by saying in his foréword 
that it is intended for busingss executives 


—-but, in fact, whether the b&sy executive. 
‘would have 


time to wo his : way 
through a volume of 759 pages isqdoubt- 
ful, and in any case, why Moy 
librarians if not to advise manageme 
on appropriate systems? 

This is not to say that there is not 
a great deal of useful information in 
the articles presented, e.g. it is good to 
see Vannevar Bush's seminal paper, “As 
we may think” reprinted here, but, bear- 
ing in mind its stated purpose, and its 
cost, this cannot be recommended to 
students, 


A.A.L. CORRESPONDENCE. 
COURSES 


Spring 1966 


Courses for the 1950 Final Examination 


* 


and for certain List C papers will be offered . 


this Spring. Enquiries together with 
stamped addagssed envelope should be 
addressed to M . S. Davey, F.L.A., 49 
Halstead Gardens London, DN- 2T. "The 


closing date for applications is 28th 
February: uM eu 


DOCUMENT REPRODUC 
SUPPLEMENT 








N 


We regret that, owing to the compi Je 


this has had to be 
postponed. It may be possible to publish a 


Supplement in the Spring. 
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Pergamon “Press 
Publications ` 


ABS - The Universal Reference System 


Volume 1: International Affairs 


Prepared under the Direction of Alfred de Grazia, 
Professor of Social Theory in Government, New York . 


University; Editor, 
The American Behavioral Scientist 


The Universal Reference System has been developed 
. to meet the pressing need of social and behavoural 


scientists for more adequate bibliographic aids. This, 


the first of ten volumes, contains over 3,000 cita- 
tions and 50,000 references and is intensively | in- 
dexed and annotated. 


1240 pages/£10 


Squrces of Information on Atomic Energy 
È J 


Anthony, United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority 
A thorough survey of the principal organizations 
which are sources of information -on atomic energy 
and of the published literature in this field. The 
structure, research programmes, information services, 
libraries and principal publications of major nuclear 
organizations throughout the world are described. 
240 pages/50s. 


Background to Eastern Europe 


P. B. Singleton, Lecturer, Social Sciences Dept., 
Bradford 


This book provides the essential geographical, his- 
torical and economic data necessary for an under- 
standing of recent and current events in this vital 
area. It is the only concise book available on the 
subject and is suitable for general studies and 
current affairs courses as well as for the general 
reader. 


236 pages/30s. hard cover, 17s. 6d. flexi-cover 


The Death Factory 
First English Edition 
Ota Kraus and Erich Kulka 


The authors of this book are Bagh survivors of 
Auschwitz 11. This is not an account of their per- 
sonal experiences but a sober documentary without 
pathos or sensationalism, covering every aspect of 
camp life. The book is illustrated with contemporary 
photographs, many taken by an S.S. officer; these, 
and the book itself, were important evidence in the 
recent Auschwitz trials 


Approx. 200 pages/approx. 30s. 
PERGAMON PRESS, Headington Hill Hall, Oxford 
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DON'T READ THIS—READ A BOOK 


No doubt imbued with the subtle propaganda of NLW, all our regular readers are 
now engaged with some literary tome or other; or a paperback at least (perhaps "The 
Reader and the Bookish Manner"?!) Are. mere magazines worthy of their attention? 
Well, to some special librarians the appearance of information in a periodical represents 
the dizzy heights of "full publication" as J. C. Hartas points out on page 58. 


The point of NLW seems. to be that no one these days, culture fiend or technocrat, 
can afford to ignore the literature; and it is our job to see that this is generally 
realised. ) 


There are differences of opinion on how this should be done; some expressed on 
the following pages. However NLW is organised, it is a good thing that we should 
„Row and again erupt out of our libraries; and that authors, publishers, booksellefs, 
librarians and the public should get together and examine the channels of communication. 


Final reminder 


.. Do you:grumble at working on a Saturday when your friends are out enjoying them- 
selves? Why not came to the Weekend School and work on Sunday as well? Although 
this sounds a grim prospect, those who have been to previous Schools will know that 
you wil enjoy yourself as well, with congenial company, some entertainment, both 
organised and impromtu (if you bring your guitar to the party, you'll certainly be 
asked to play) plenty of stimulating discussion and the opportunity. of meeting people 
from all over the country, all sorts of libraries, and all shades of opinion. The theme 
is "Management" the place Trinity College, Carmarthen from 15—18 April, and please 
make your cheque payable to the A.A.L. : 











Je Complete Music Service Provided "Economics" just published 
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A Victory smile? K. C. Harrison, Chairman of Britain's First National Library Week 
(third from left) confers with Louis G. Cowan, 1965 Chairman of America's Eighflf« 
. N.L.W., Mr. Morpurgo, of the National Book League and Mr. Longman the publisher. 
Norman Tomlinson, who has for long been urging the need for a British National 
Library Week has doubts about the present organisation. ai 


THE FUTURE OF NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 
o E | | ! Norman Tomlinson 

By the time this article is printed, NLW 1966 will be over and the arrange- 
ments for 1967 settled. What of the future, however? The speed of the decision 
to continue the event into 1967 showed the need for very early consideration if 
: fundamental changes are to be made. ... EA 
' At present, administration is by ad hoc national committee, including repre- 
sentatives from -the book trade, authors and librarians. The Library Association 
made a financial contribution to NLW' 66, not to be repeated in future years. 
The publishers have very generously agreed to guarantee the finance required 
for future years, if oa provide’ the. administration. Naturally, the 
publishers will hope for the maximum success for the. event, and this short 
article is to suggest that this can best be achieved if organised under the auspices 
of the Library Association, with cross representation from the book trade and 
other interested bodies. Since the book trade benefits most- from’ the maximum 
success of the event, publishers would obviously give sympathetic consideration. 
to likely improvements. | | 

So far, Library Association: organisation has not been used. In: 1965, two of 
the four meetings of the Public Relations Sub-Committee were cancelled. for. 
lack of business. Our Press and Publicity Officer was ¡given no part to Pr 
although already: considerably experienced in library matters, and with all our 
headquarters staff available to him for consultation. Most disappointing of. all, 
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the strength of our Branch, Group and Section organisation has not been 
brought into play. We failed tó benefit from the experience deu by Hertford- 
shire in 1961, when the county library staff organised a trial Children's Library 
Weck at the Library Association's request. l 

It may be asked why the above organisation cannot be brought into play : 
easily at present. There are at least two reasons: — 

1) Our Branches etc. cannot be controlled by an ad hoc Committee; 

A The appointment of a separate P.R.O. for NLW purposes makes ıt 
impossible for him to act for any part of the Library Association when we have 
our own Press and Publicity Officer. The appointment of a single officer for 
both purposes is possible, and would not only eliminate this difficulty, but also 
result in obvious economic advantage. m 

If the Library Association organised NLW, one of its Committees at Council 
level would be given FOE d no doubt strengthened by outside repre- 
senzation. It would, however, be a mistake, in my opinion, for such a Committee 
to announce firm plans for the event. Librarians, no different from other 
professions, react best to consultation. Furthermore, when consulted, and general 
agreement has been obtained, they become strong local ambassadors, thus 
guaranteeing interest as well as loyalty in all our local areas. Consequently, the 
first job of the Committee would be to prepare a professional brief for NLW, 
based on real purpose and designed to enhance the status of the Library Asso- | 
ciation and librarians at all levels. This brief, capable of significant expression 
of some permanent value, would be submitted to a one-day conference of all 
Branches, Groups and Sections, including their area representatives. The brief 
wculd be discussed and expanded, possibly with recommendations on the 
desirable frequency of NLW. It would be subsequently approved, with any 
"necessary amendments, by the organising Committee. The latter would then 
submit the revised brief to the book trade and allied organisations, again with 
area representatives, at a one-day conference, to discuss the best method of 
co-operation between professional and commercial interests. From this point 
onwards, the present procedures of adoption of slogan and symbol, preparation 
of publicity and other material would apply, but related to a professional purpose 
which has received advance approval. Local activity would be widely encouraged 
as at present. 

The above paragraph shows the essential professionalism of decisions regarding 
the basic programme. Nevertheless, book trade opportunities of promoting book 
sales wouid be no less than at present. Providing reasonable care is taken in the 
methods used, there is no objection to the promotion of book sales which 
strengthen the literary part of our cultural heritage and improve our country's 
export prospects. 

Would the publishers still be prepared to finance NLW organised in this way? 
If not, they would be confirming the opinion that the present organisation has 
too commercial a basis. I believe the Sabi hei are, in fact, sympathetic enough 
to want to give dispassionate assistance. What would be the financial effect of the 
change? The likely result is a considerable saving on the costs of public relations 
services, which would more than cover the expenditure of the one-day conferences 
and any other necessary meetings. The remaining factors of publicity material 
remain constant. a 

What might a professional brief contain? My suggestion is a two-part target; 
frst for general librarianship and reading which can apply to any library or 
bookish organisation, and secondly for a ‘specific objective. One example of the 
latter would be library services to hospitals and handicapped readers, which need 
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assistance in their early development on professional lines. If the book trade 
presented a complete library to some hospital, perhaps a children's library which 
would also involve the Youth Libraries Group's interests, there would be scope 
for a social occasion connected with the presentation which would be a splendid 
opportunity for beneficial propaganda. The Library Association could draw 
the attention of every local authority to the matter in the hope that a good 
. example might lead to many local improvements. The campaign could be under- 

taken by the Hospital and Handicapped Readers Group, with an obvious 
increase in prestige. Improved book expenditure would srepably be incurred on 
behalf of hospital libraries and not merely in the year in question. These sales 
would no doubt include the Ulverscroft Series of books for partially-sightet» 
readers, recently reported to be in difficulties. Such a target could easily be” 
widened slightly to involve not only the Youth Libraries Group as already 
mentioned, but also the Medical Group. Could we widen it still further 
to include all the other Groups and Sections? If not, the first part of the target 
of general librarianship and reading would still enable most worth-while projects 
to proceed. For example, a touring exhibition of rarely-shown university treasures 
would be welcomed by the many exhibition-organising libraries. It might also 
assist propaganda for fund-raising programmes such as that currently being 
promoted for the University of Kent. 

What could the A.A.L. do if currently faced with the task of sabmitting ideas 
for their part of the programme? It is easy enough to see some possibilities as 
follows : — 


(1) Discussions with students of librarianship as to how they might play a 
fuller part in A.A.L. affairs ought easily to lead to all Schools of Librarian- 
ship undertaking a NLW project of permanent professional value in their 
local areas, if only a union list of some special form of literature —' 
periodicals, foreign language, etc. Local authorities might even pay the 
students, and hard-pressed local librarians would welcome and guide 
their initiative. 

(2 With a shift of A.A.L. education policy from correspondence courses to 
schools, international visits and exchanges, for one NLW, the A.A.L. 
might plan to receive an international visitation of young librarians, 
Deba with Commonwealth emphasis. They might simultaneously export 
some of our younger librarians for a term of duty under the Voluntary 
Services Overseas scheme. 


(3) Encouragement of the participation of industry in sponsoring students for 
full-time library school courses — see T. J. Haywood's letter in the March 
1065 Assistant Librarian. 


(4) Assistant Librarian for May 1965 — John Hoyle and J. M. Plaister stated: 
“As an Association primarily for student and subordinate staff we must 
seek to initiate development as well as mitigate and improve if we are to 
continue to be effective. It is not enough to welcome the new members: 
we must make membership worthwhile and stimulate participation in our 
affairs.” 


(5) Reading surveys are always of interest, for example, A: P. Shearman's 
- idea that 30 or 40 librarians should keep a logbook in which they would 
record their “encounters” with enquiring readers over a period of three 
months. The purpose would be to gather more information about readers, 

' reading and the treatment of both in libraries. 
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A MESSAGE TO THE PROFESSION 


Was our Presidents New Year Message (January Assistant) meant to ‘sound like the 
Queen’s Speech at Christmas — full of platitudes and a sickening effort to raise our 
spirits? Miss Plaister's comments about National Library Week tell us nothing. What 
is N.L.W. for? Nobody connected with it has yet explained its- purpose. However, by 
the time this letter appears, the week will have happened, and a post-mortem will have 
been conducted. “Post-mortem” is the operative word here, because the assorted 
junkettings so far arranged seem quite dead, uninspired and a mere borrowing of tech- 
niques from other media. 

This is reinforced by Miss Plaister’s remark that "this is 1966 and we must be 
‘with it." It is the most revealing part of her ' ‘message,’ summing up the profession’s. 
attitude to where it is going, which at present is, apparently; backwards. It doesn’t even 

,'conjure up a picture of librarians, Carnaby Street clad, scurrying after the bandwagon, 

/ which would be, if nothing else, an aesthetic delight. No, I think of anxious faces 

PECORE from Carnegie buildings, eager to see what's going on, but in fact getting a 
lurred picture, because the windows are steamed up. 

My "message" to the profession, therefore, is — set your own standards; stop copying 
other people's unsuitable ideas, invent your own; be th st for a change, second best is 
always inferior; there is a whale of a difference between Carnegie and Carnaby Street . 

But now I am running the risk of sounding like a speech of Prince Philip's, or even 
worse — W. Howard Phillips’. . 
MICHAEL DARVELL, Trainee Librarian, Surrey County Library. 


N.B. For the benefit of those as ignorant as myself, who can only discover from 
reference books that Carnaby Street runs parallel to Regent Street and joins the Palladium 
and Marlborough Street Police Station to Beak Street, there is an e e centre 
page spread on Carnaby Street gear in Punch of 2nd February 1966.—- i 


INDEX 1965 


The index for 1965 is now ready. SUBSCRIBERS should receive it with this issue. 
Anyone else who requires an index is asked to send a STAMPED ADDRESSED 
ENVELOPE to J. S. Davey, F.L.A., 49 Halstead Gardens, London, N.21, and please, 
please, please. NOT to the Editor. 
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GOVERNMENT SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ^ 


REPORTS AND THEIR PROBLEMS ^ > 
LN _. J. C. HARTAS, U.K.A.E.A., Reactor Group, Risley. 


Scientific and technical “reports” have been written ever since- the earliest 
days of science and technology. Scientists have always considered the preparation 
of a detailed report of investigations an essential part of scientific research, and 
As science became applied to everyday life, technologists followed suit. It is in 
the methods of communicating “reports” amongst scientists and technologists 
that there have been such radical changes in the past twenty-five years. . 

These changes'are only a reflection of the changing pattern of science and 
technology — the increasing complexity of studies, the sudden expansion of effort 
in time of war, and the development, often with government support, .of “big 
science”? as a feature of large-scale industrial enterprise, as against the “little 
science" of pre-war days, when research was carried on by individuals working: 
alone, or by small groups at universities and foundations. For “little science? _ 
the scientific periodical provided an effective means of communication, and biblio- 
graphical tools for scientific literature emerged in the same way'as tools for other - 
pe of literature. If we add to this the authors’ almost universal habit of 

istributing private reprints of periodical articles to interested parties (as they . 
saw them), we can say that the overall system: worked fairly well in the three 
centuries of steady growth of scientific discovery to the nineteen forties. 
It.would be ingenuous to assume, however, that in this period all research and 
development was reported conscientiously in periodical literature. Perhaps the 
larger part.of the iceberg remained hidden, in personal laboratory notebooks, or 
in "private communications," references to which so bedevilled early technical 
librarians. l l ` EN 

The concentration of vast effort into particular technologies under pressure 
of war creatéd a need for a new and more direct type of technical reporting: for 
brief reports on specific topics, readily reproducible in limited quantities, eásy to 
disseminate to interested parties within the large organisation, and easy to record 
in movements from hand. to hand (if the contents happened to be security- 
classified). A | s : | 

The first recognizable issue of documents of this kind seems to have been in 
1909, in the British R & M (or Reports and Memoranda) Series of the Advisory 
- Committee for Aeronautics (later the Aeronautical Research Council), with large 
issues from the U.S. National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics from 1915 
onwards. It is no accident that aeronautics was the first technology to be recorded 
in report literature. Here was a new undeveloped study with limitless possibilities’ 
for governments willing to invest heavily. So it has been with atomic energy, 
space technology, metallurgy of the newer metals and many fields of advanced 
da - | | ; | 
What are the features of these reports, considered by many librarians to.be “in 
the same category as spiders, bats and snakes,'? and even "bugaboos'?? What are 
the problems caused, and what, if any, steps are being taken to counter them? 
- 1. Reports are identified not by author, title, or any other everyday reference, 
but.by “serial number" or “report series code” or "prefix" (three names for the. 
same thing), e.g. GEAP— 3371, TRG Report 810. | 

These systems of reference "tags" wére devised in times of national emergency, - 
largely to ensure safe security control, so that reports could be referred to by the | 
"tags" only, concealing the authors’ names and the titles of their work." Report 
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serial numbers have survived beyond the emergency because of their admini- ' 
strative convenience — if properly used, they present a shorthand description of - 
the origin and status of the al E Wo wr 

_In practice, however; they have been a mixed blessing! The Special Libraries 
Association in America has issued a list* of no less than 13,000 known report 
series codes, and a helpful introduction points out the troubles which can arise. - 
For example, several organisations.may use identical or similar codes. A single 
document may carry several codes, and. be referred to by any one of them. Codes 
are not assigned in a standard way, but may be made up of one or more of they ^ 
following : — 2 » s ue s x 

a. The initial letters of the issuing organisation, e.g. AERE. | 

b. The name of a project; e.g. EXP-NRX. i . 

c. A geographical location, e.g. RISO. "e 

.d. The initials of authors (an early practice). — 2 AM 

e. Ambiguous prefixes’ used inside organisations, such ‘as “ITM” for. 
"Internal Technical Memo," or “QTR” for “Quarterly Technical 
Report." | cd | e 

f. A combination of several of the above. - E 

The result is a fair amount of confusion. Does PD stand for Physics Depart- 
ment, Parke Davis & Co., Production Directorate, Preliminary Design, Purchase ^ 
Description, Portsmouth Division or Paul Davies? 2C: 

Again, series codes are often: changéd to conform with revisions in the names “` 
of originating bodies, and though some of the changes are radical (e.g. C- to |- 
ANL) even a minor change such as ISC to ISU (Iowa State College to Iowa - 
State University) can be just as confusing and cause even more difficulty. - 

In the United States, the government's system of farming out research to `` 
companies under contract has led to a plethora of codes for the contracting firms, -, 
with other notations. added perhaps for contract number or for the government 
agency responsible for the contract. | D "NN 

Most issuing organisations and document control agencies are only too well 
aware of the confusion, which is perhaps a legacy of wartime haste. After all, 
it is they who suffer in the long run, and they are anxious to put their own. 
houses in order. Though there are as yet few formal sigus of inter-organisational 
co-operation, very little duplication is now taking place. "m 

2. Reports appear ih large quantities, and cause handling and storage problems 
in libraries holding them. ' is XP 

Librarians, after some modest experience with R & My; NACA, NBS «and 
similar. series. between the wars, first felt the impact when large quantities of 
‘reports were ae out by the. Allied ‘teams of industrial investigators which 

probed. immediately after the Second War into German and Japanese wartime 
research (the BIOS, CIOS, FIAT, JIOA etc. series), and later when atomic 

energy organisations in the USA and UK began large programmes of “declassi- . 
fication” or reléase of information to the public. By 1950, more than 50,000 
reports wete being issued annually as a result of government-sponsored research, 
so that there has been no let-up at all. Most governments today have a “science 
policy,” great or small, hence organisational science and technology, and hence 
a continuing heavy output of reports. de 

Issuing bodies are well aware of the problems posed by physical volume, and’ 
the current microform’ programmes in the larger countries represent an attempt 
to reduce the size of files. Sheet micronegative is finding favour because of the 
relative ease of making enlarged copy as well as ease of filing and retrieving. ^ . 

However, librarians keeping reports in paper form will find a wide variety 
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of lateral filing units, special shelving, and compact storage systems.on the ' 
market. a M l | E. 
3. Reports appear in many different shapes, sizes, layouts, bindings étc., 
increasing handling and storage problems. dk 


+ Many issuing bodies have set up internal standards, though they have been . 


somewhat slow to agree and use inter-organisational ones.: _ 
4. Many reports are not normally available through the book trade, but from 
agencies or even direct from the issuing body, which may be difficult to identify. 
In the UK, most British government-sponsored reports are available through 
f so, with Aslib available to advise on any others. In the USA, a single 
agency called the Clearinghouse for Federal Scientific and Technical Information 
has--combined the old functions of OTS (Office of Technical Services) and 
ASTIA (Armed Services Technical Information Agency) to provide a single 
source, which will use computer-ard other data processing, together. with. high- 
speed document reproduction of many kinds tó assist vd availability of US 
d comen. | "e 2 
5. Reports are not listed in the most-used bibliographical tools, such as CBI, 
BNB, Engineering Index, BTI etc., but only in specialized ones, which 
frequently do not follow the conventional pattern. . NN 
> This situation is largely a result both ap the large output of reports, and of 
their highly specialized nature. If iacluded they would inflate the accepted long- 
established bibliographic aids enormously, yet be of interest to ve jew. Thus 
they have taken their own bibliographical course, which may be SER conven- 
tional or non-conventional lines. In the atomic energy field, progress so far -hás 
been successfully conventional, so that we have in the English language:—  . 
Guides to the literature and to report series codes. : | 
An abstract periodical, p 
A special edition of UDC, 
A list of alphabetical subject headings, 
A list of descriptors for cc-ordinate use, 
An up-dated bibliography of bibliographies, 
“Digest periodicals, summarizing the import of reports, 
Up-dated cumulations of translations, 
. Lists of conference papers, | 
and many other aids, too numerous to list in detail.* | 
If these appear complicated, I suggest that it is only because the subject-matter 
appears complicated, rather than that they: have any exraordinary features. . 
Defence reports have not been so well covered, however, and defence docu- 
mentation agencies have largely relied on developing internal retrieval systems! 
which the enquirer uses, rather than publishing conventional aids, so that much 
of the US work on computer-retrieval of information has in fact taken place in 
US defence documentation centres. The recent appearance of Government-wide 
index to Federal research and development reports (monthly) does, however, ` 
indicate an extensiun of available aids in this field. _ D : EM 
-6. Distribution. may be limited to accredited persons, and libraries may be 
denied access. | | 
This is not at all the stumbling block it was immediately after the war, but 
one can still pick up the occasional reference (in other repórts) to.documents 
which cannot be released. It is understandable that some open Canadi be 
released, for commercial and, in a Jiminishing area, defence reasons. In most 
countries, laws relating to industrial property allow the protection of commercial 
pioneering on the one hand, whilst official ‘secrets acts dictate a course of action 
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on the other. The current trend is for organisations to issue to the public as much 
material as possible, and in fact they may have a statutory obligation to do so. 

7. Reports may appear later as periodical articles or as conference papers, so 
that a librarian may go to some trouble borrowing a reference from another 
library when he already has the publication in MC form. 

As well as pushing vigorously for the issue of reports, most organisations 
encourage dara as of at least the best ones in periodicals etc., because they are 
anxious to bring their work into the mainstream of publishing. This duplication - 
should help librarians more than it hinders them, because “full publ 
meets most of the difficulties enumerated above. 

Some reports are not worthy of this treatment, and in any case there is a 
limit to the number of papers which periodicals can accept. A Library of Congress 
study has shown that about 60 per cent of reports contain publishable material, 
and that half of them are published within two to three years with. a smaller 
proportion later.” l i 

8. On the whole, reports have a short life, and are soon little used. Librarians 
unfortunately have to carry large stocks in proportion to use. 

This is a matter for housekeeping on the inter-library plane. Most reports are 
now available from the National Lending Library, and in any case all Govern- 
ment departments originating reports are obliged to arrange yn sets to be kept 
as permanent archives. 

9. Reports are so numerous and so specific in subject-matter that they are 
difficult to catalogue, and increase the size of catalogues. If subjected to normal 
accession procedures, they inflate stock figures. 

For reports which are well-covered bibliographically (e.g. atomic energy reports) 
there is no more a case for formal library processing than there is for periodical 
articles. Most libraries merely file reports by series code number and use the 
appropriate abstract or index tool to reveal them when required. 

10. Librarians who require reports only occasionally do not know -where to 
apply for loan of them.: l 

Atomic energy organisations of most countries have deposited sets of their 
reports with large public libraries and institutions throughout the world. There 
are several such depository libraries in the United Kingdom, and NLL keeps a 
large centralized file. NLL keeps extensive files of non-atomic reports (e.g. the 
American PB documents) and Aslib can advise on obscure series. 

These seem to be the main problems, but why should we have to live with 
them at all? Perhaps because the scientific and technical report, though fully 
developed by scientists and technologists as a major communication medium, is 
only at an early stage of development so far as bibliographical control is con- 
cerned. The scientists have moved too fast for the librarians. 

Perhaps the report is really taking scientific information workers and librarians 
into the future. h it the new information-form, in small, digestible, coded pieces, 
which will be the "feed" for more and more refined electronic apparatus? 
Reports are certainly exercising. the thinkers in the field of documentation, as 
el as taxing the ingenuity of the working librarian. 
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MOTION AND COUNTER-MOTION - 


foni Notes, 12th & 13th January, 1966 


The- first, and very pleasant business of 


the new Council -was to: invest our new. 


President who, for only the third time in 
the Association’s history, is a.lady. The 
A.A.L. prides’ itself on being progressive 
_and it is entirely fitting that the important 
part which our feminine colleagues play 
_in the affairs of the profession should be 


marked by the election of a lady President : 


of the A.A.L. Not that. Miss Plaister owes 
her election to her sex; all her colleagues 


. would: agree that she owes it entirely to 


her standing in the Association, and to the 
widespread respect which. she deservedly 
enjoys. No-one can doubt that she will fill 
the position of President with dignity and 
elegance. 
The. finances of our parent Association 
again figured in our discussions. Although 
the. A.A.L. has accepted the case for an 
increase in subscriptions at the present 


time we shall continue to keep a close: 


watch on the control of the Library Asso- 
ciation's finances to ensure that they are 
managed -with a proper prudence. The 
A.A.L. is also anxious that the burden of 
increased subscriptions shall be properly 
shared and a. motion was accordingly 
carried calling for new scales of subscrip- 
tion which would achieve this end, and 
“also «for -no «change-^in'the' rate "applicable 
“to student members, who, after this year, 
will have no vote in the national affairs of 
the Library Association. This motion was 
raised at the January meeting of the L.A. 
Council where it was lost, but the issue of 
student subscriptions will be' raised at the 
Library: Association's A.G.M. in London 
in May, and ways and means are being 
sought of ensuring that new scales will be 
adopted in any future increase of subscrip- 
tions if not. in this. 

The major debate centred," however, 
around the report of the meeting held last 
November ‘between representatives of the 
A.A.L. and of the full-time students at the 
Schools of Librarianship. It was soon clear 
that, although the Council was willing to 
accept the principle of student representa- 
tion, there were considerable differences of 
opinion as to how this should be effected. 
Diverse views were expressed, and the 


President was soon: weaving her way 
expertly through. a series of motions and 
counter-motions. Eventually,’ with the 
willing help of Mr. Bryant in repeatedly 
moving that "the vote be -now taken” ‘a 
compromise, put forward by Geoffrey Hare 


. of the Yorkshire Division, was accepted; ' 


The resolution read as follows: “That 
there shall be a Committee of the Council, . 
consisting of student representatives—one | 
from each School being members of the ` 
A.A.L. elected by members of the A.A.L. - 
—six of whom shall be’ eligible to. serve 
on the Council. These six representatives 
to be co-opted to the Council with full 
voting powers." 

After the twelve month truce on the 
educational front a very full debate took. 
place on the recommendation from the 
Education Committee that the A.A.L. 
should approve any proposals for a Library. - 
Assistant's Certificate based in part on a 
written examination, and issued under the 
auspices of the City and Guilds Institute, 
providing that its non-professional nature 
is made manifestly. plain. It appears prob- 


able that proposals for such a certificate... - 


wili be placed before the next meeting of 
the L.A. Education Committee. 


A motion from the new South East. 


Division, arising from the Weekend 
School of the G.L.D. was approved with 


little dissent. This calls on.the Library - 


Association to approach the Department of . 
Education and Science with a view to en- 
suring that instruction in the use of books : 
and libraries shall be made an integral 
part of education at all levels. This motion 
will appear on the agenda for the next 
meeting of the L.A. Executive Committee. 
All in all this was a fruitful meeting, . 
and it is the hope of the A.A.L. that the ' 
new steps to provide for student represen- 
tation will provide an avenue by which 
student views may reach the L.A. Council ' 
and will also ‘ensure. good ‘relations * 


' between the A.A.L. and the students by. E 


making possible a mutual exchange of.. 
views.: 


MICHAEL RAMSDEN, B.A, ALA. 


Hon. Secretary, A.A.L. 
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ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 
(Group of the Library Association) 


Annual General Meeting 


The Annual General Meeting for 1966 will be held in London on Thursday, . 
23rd June at 7 p.m. at the Holborn Central Library, 32 Theobalds Road, 
: W.C.r. Notices of motion must be submitted to me within fourteen : days 
of the. appearance of this notice. "The Council will be submitting a serie, 
of proposed amendments to the General Rules of the Association. Detail 
of their proposals are given below and members should. note that IF THEY 
WISH TO PUT FORWARD ALTERATIONS TO THESE AMEND. * 
MENTS (OTHER THAN A STRAIGHT FORWARD REJECTION OR A '- 
REFERENCE BACK) OR TO PUT FORWARD FURTHER AMEND. 
: MENTS TO THE: EXISTING. RULES; THEY MUST GIVE NOTICE-OE ` 
MOTION AS ABOVE. SUCH NOTICE MUST, IN ACCORDANCE WITH . 
-RULE o(c), BE SIGNED BY TEN MEMBERS. Members are asked to keep 


this copy of the Assistant Librarian to bring with them 


County Branch Library, 
Church Street, 

" Mansfield Woodhouse, 
Mansfield, Notts. 


to the meeting. 
M. J. RAMSDEN .. 


H onorary Secretary. 


General Rules 


Note: the existing rule is printed first, and any amendment proposed follows in larger type. 


- 1. NAME 


The Association shall be called the Association 


- OÍ Assistant Librarians (Section of the Library ' 
. Association), 


and is hereinafter referred to as 
“The Association.” 


. For “Section” read “Group.” 
` 2.” OBJECTS | 


Its objects shall be to promote the professional. 
educational and social interests of jts members by 
the rcading of papers, by discussions, by publica- 
tion, by tuition, by meetings of a social character, 
and in such other ways as may be approved by 
the Council. Its objects shall also be to safeguard 
and improve the welfare and working conditions 
of its members. 


'The objects of the Association shall be 
to promote the professional and social 
interests of Assistant and Student Lib- 
rarians in all branches of the profession. 
This shall include the following: the inte- 
gration of professional assistants | and 


“students into a united profession; the pro-: 


vision of a forum' for self-expression 
through Divisional meetings, publication 
of a journal and of Divisional néws- 
letters; training in Divisional and Council 
service; the provision of residential ‘courses 
“and educational meetings; visits abroad; 
-the publication of „textbooks, biblio- 
graphical tools and other aids to study; the 
promotion of research and of good stan- 
. dards of employment. ' : 
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3. MEMBERS 
(a) All personal members of the Library Asso- 
ciation shall -be eligible for election as members. 


(b) Application for membership shall be made 


upon the prescribed form. 

(c) The Association shall have power to expel 
without stating the reason therefor, at the Annual 
General Mecting, or at any Special General 
Meeting: any member after due notice and full 
report from the Council. 

(d) The Council may elect as Honorary Fellows 
persons who’ have rendered distinguished service 
to the Association. 4 


(a) No change. 

(b) Before "form" insert "Library Asso- 
ciatioh." Add at the end of the sentence: 
"or, in the case of persons being already 
personal members of the Library Associa- 
tion, by letter." i 

The following new rule 
3(ċ) and to follow 3(b): . 

Only those. persóns being paid-up mem- 
bers of the' Association on 1st July in any 


to be numbered 


one year shall be eligible to vote, or stand . 


for election as candidates, in an election 
held during that year. 

(c) To be re-numbered 3(d). 

The Council shall investigate any' com- 


plaint of any action taken by a mémber 
contrary to the aims, objects and -iriterests 


of the Association. The member shall have 


the right of being heard at such investiga- _ 
tion or of submitting an explanation ‘in . 
- writing. Notice of, such complaint and 
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‘rule 7(c).- . 


* 


.not being members of the 


¿and voting at an Annual or Special 


m 


investigation ‘shall be sent by registered * 


post to the last registered address of the 
member concerned at least. one’ month 


before the date of such investigation. The’ 
"Council may, in-its absolute discretion, 


recommend: to ‘the Annual General 
Meeting. the reprimand, -suspension or 
expulsion of the member concerned and 
the action of the Annual General Meeting 
shall be final and binding on the member 
concerned. The Annual General Meeting 


may, in its absolute discretion, decide to 
. publish its decision. l " 
(d) To be re-numbered 3(e), otherwise 


no change. 
4. MANAGEMENT 

(a) The affaits of the Association shall be man- 
aged by a Council, constituted as hereinafter 


provided, in accordance with these Rules, Matters 


not provided for in the Rules shall be dealt with | 
in such manner as the Council shall deem expedi- 


ent, Matters on the: agenda for an Annual or 
Special General Meeting deemed to be of a con- 
tentious nature by not less than one-third of the 
Council voting or by one-third of those present 
General 
Meeting shall be decided by ballot of the whole 
Association. : l . 

(b) Report--The Council shall prepare an 
annual report of its proceedings, and of the 
activities of the Association generally for sub- 
mission to the Annual General Meeting. Such 
report shall be circulated .to all members not less 
than five days before the Annual General Meeting. 


(a) Delete everything after “expedient.” 
For new rule on postal ballots see new 


(b) For “five days” read “ten days.” 

Insert the following new rule after 4(b), 
to be riumbered 4(0). AE TM 
_ ‘The Council.may ascertain by post the 
views of the membership on any matter. 


5. FINANCE 

(a) Subscriptions—Ordinary members of the 
Library Association shall pay no subscriptions to 
the Association, Persons in membership of the 
Association prior to :1st January, 1930,- and. not 
having since become full members of-the Library 
Association (known as Transitional Members of 
the Library Association), may continue in member- 
ship on paying 7s. dut annually on the Ist 
January in each year, to the Honorary Treasurer 
of the Association. Transitional Members attached 


to a Division shall pay their subscriptions to the ` 


Divisional Honorary. Treasurer on behalf of the 
Honorary Treasurer of the Association, A Tran- 
sitional Member being twelve months in .arrears 
with the subscription shall cease membership after 


due notice and warning. A Transitional Member - 


wishing to resign must give due notice in writing 
to the Honorary Secretary of the Association or 
of the Division to which he is attached before the 
31st ‘December in «each year, otherwise he will be 


held liable for the following year's subscription. 


(b) Auditors—T wo members of the Association, 
Council, shal be 
elected. by the members at the Annual General 
Meeting to audit the accounts of the Association 
for the current ycar. In the event of either or 
both being unable to fulfil their duties at the time 
of the audit, then the ‘Council shall nominate one 
or two members, as.the case may be, not being 
members of the Council, to fill the vacancy ot 
vacancies. . EE 
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'(c) Councillors’ and Representatives! Expenses— 
Members of the Council attending meetings of the 


. Council or of its Committees may claim from the 
.Honorary, Treasurer of the Association the cost 


of their third-class rail fare to and from the place 
of mecting and such other expenses as may be 
deemed expedient. Members attending mectings 
and conferences as representatives of the Council 
may receive a travelling and subsistence allowance 
from the Honorary Treasurer of the Association 
in accordance with a scale approved by the 


, Council. The Honorary Treasurer shail pay such 


clerical expenses to officers as the Council may 
from time to time decide. 

(d) Financial Report.—The Honorary Treaster 
of the Association shall prepare and submit 
behalf of the Council an audited statement of th 
finances of the Association to the Annual Generalt 
Mecting. Such statement to be circulated to all 
members -at least five days prior to the Annual 
General Meeting, . 

(e) "Payments to Divisions—The Council will 
allocate each year and the Honorary Treasurer 


. will pay such sums to Divisions as may from time 


to time be determined for the sole purpose of 
furthering the objects of the Association. 

(f) Divisional Financial Reports—Every Divi- 
sional Honorary Treasurer shall transmit, during 
the first two months of each year, to the Honorary 
Treasurer of the Association, an audited statement 
of the finances of the Division for submission to 
the Council. * . 

(p) Benevolent Fund—The Association shall 
maintain a -Benevolent Fund for the relief of 
members or their dependents in urgent cases of 


, need arising from sickness, death, or other causes. 


The Fund shalj be governed. by such rules as the 
Council may from time to time decide. : 


. (a) Delete everything after the first 


sentence. For the-frst sentence substitute 
the following: ! 
Members being personal members of the 


‘Library Association shall pay no sub- 
scriptions, to the Association. 
(b) No change. l 
(c) For “third-class” read  "second- 
class.” 


(4) For “five days” read "ten days.” 
ore "members" in the last sentence -add 
"of the Association.” i 
(e) No change. . 
- (f) Divisional Financial Reports—Every 
Divisional Honorary "Treasurer shall trans- 
mit to the Honorary Treasurer of the 
Association an audited statement of the 
finances of the Division for submission to 
the Council. Such statement to be sent to 
the Honorary Treasurer of the Association 


before 15th February in any one year. 


'(g) No change. 


6. OFFICERS AND COUNCIL 


(a). Officers—The Officers of the Association 
shall consist of a President, Vice-President, : 
Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and a 
Honorary Editor. The Vice-President shall succeed 
the President, and shall be a member of the 
Association nominated by: the Council The 
remaining officers shall be elected by a ballot of 


`- the Association. 


(b) Council—The Council of: the Association 
shall consist of the Officers of the Association. 
immediate: Past President, representatives of . the 
Divisions. and six members, elected nationally by 
ballot of the members of the Association. The 
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‘bound in LAMINATED HARD COVERS 


Specimen Copy and Prices from: 
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Council shall have power to co-opt. The Council 
shall take office on the. ist January in each year, 
and shail mect at least four times during the year. 

(c) Divisional Representatives—Each Division 
shall elect annually anc represcntative to serve on 
the Council where the membership of the Division 
on 3ist December previously docs not exceed $00, 
and one additional representative for each addi- 
tional 500 or party thereof, subject. to a maximum 
number of -representatives of four from any one 
' Division. - 


(d) Nominations—Nominations of members to 


fill the elective offices and seats on the “Council 
must be made by two or more members of the 
Association, countersigncd by the nominee, and 
submitted in writing to the Honorary Secretary 
not later than .15th September in any one year. 
A notice to this effect must appear in the .official 
journal not later than Ist September in each year. 

(c) Vacancies—A casual vacancy in the elective 
offices and seats on the Council shall be filled by 
a decision of the Council, with the exception 
that any vacancy occurring within the last four 
months in any one year need not be filled. 

(f) Officers of the Council--The Council may 
appoint such Officers of the Council as" may pe 
necessary to carry out the work of the Council, 
e may co-opt them to the Council under Rule 

(D. .- : 

(g) Voring—Co-opted members of the Council 
or of Committces shall have no voting powers on 
the Council, but may .vote in Committees to which 
they have bcen appointed. = 


(a) Delete everything before "Honorary 
Secretary" and insert instead: “The 
Officers of the Association shall hold office 
for one year and shall consist of a Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Immediate Past 
President, ...” 
the Vice-President, add "and elected" after 
“nominated.” Delete the final sentence and 
substitute: “The Honorary Secretary, 
Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Editor 
shall be elected by ballot. of the 
Association.” te 

(b) Delete “Immediate Past President.” 

9 No change. a i 

t ) Delete “Honorary Secretary” and 
substitute “Returning Officer.” - 

i No change. _ 

f) No change. 

(g) No change. . 


7. MEETINGS 


(a) There shall be an Annual Meeting of the - 


Association fixed to take place early in each year. 
Preliminary notice of the Annual Mceting shall be 
given not less than six weeks before the date fixed, 
Noticcs of motion for this meeting must be sub- 


mitted in writing to the Honorary Secretary of ^ 


the Association within fourtcen days of the publi- 
cation of the notice. > 

b) Special general meetings shall be called on 
the signed requisition of one hundred members 
of the Association such meetings to be held 
within six weeks from the date of receipt by the 
Honorary Secretary of- such requisition. Special 
mectings may also be called by the Council. 


(a) Delete "early in each year” and sub- 
stitute “before, 15th July in each year.” In 
the second sentence delete "shall be given” 
and substitute “shall be sent to each 


member.” 


64 ' - 


. " In the sentence concerning . 


, 


(b) No change. S a 

Insert new rule to be numbered -7(c). 

(c) Postal ballots—Items on the agenda 
for an Annual or Special General Meeting 
shall be decided by ballot of the whole 
Association on the demand of one quarter 
of those present and voting at such 
meeting. A majority. of. two thirds of those 
voting’ in-a postal ballot shall be required 
to carry any motion referred to such ballot. 


8. DIVISIONS 

(a) .Formation and Objects—Divisions of ht 
Association may be formed for the promot 
locally of the objects of the Association. The pr& 
motion of objects of the Association of a nation 
interest shall be reserved to the Council. -The 
Council shall decide the area to be covered by z 
proposed Division.. Applications for the riormatior 
of a Division must be made in writing to the 
Council for its consideration, and must be signec 
by not less than twenty-five members in the pro 
posed area, . M 

(b) Ruies—The Divisions shall be governed b» 
the Rules of the Association and model Divisiona 
Rules formulated for local government. Proposec 
amendments thereto must be deposited with the 
Honorary Secretary of the ^ Association fo; 
approval by the Council, and shall not take effec 
until approved, d 
(c) Sub-Divisions—A Division may form Sub 
Divisions within the area of the Division for ‘the 
purpose of holding meetings and local activities 
A Sub-Division shall be governed by the Rules a 
the Division.and of the Association. ; 

(d) Dissolution-—In the event of any Divisior 
lapsing into dissolution, no dissolution shall bw 
deemed complete until the Divisional Committe 
shall have submitted a satisfactory report anc 
financial statement to the Council, and have 
handed over to the Honorary "Treasurer of thu 
Association any funds .and other assets in the 
posscssion of the Divisional Honorary Treasurer 


(a) No change. 
(b) No change. 


(c) After "Division" in line 1 insert "o: 


Divisions." Delete "within the area of tix 


Division" and substitute "within thet 

area.’ After “Division” in the final sen 

tence add (s)  . l . 
(d) No change. 


9. MISCELLANEOUS 

fa) Official Journal—An official journal shall b. 
published .and issued free of charge to all meme 
bers of the Association. A notice signed by th 
Honorary Secretary in-accordance with the Rule 
of the Association or' on the instruction of th 
Council and published in the official journal. shaM 
be deemed to be an official notice. The journar 
may be sold to subscribers at a price to be deter 
mined by the Council. - > 4 Se ey 

(b) Library—The Association shall maintain . 
library of professional: literature, which shall b 
governed by such rules as the Council may fror 
time to time determine. — 

(c) Amendments to Rules—Amendments 1 
these Rules, of which six weeks’ notice must 
given in writing to the Honorary Secretary, sha. 
be made only at the Annual General Meeting o» 
at a Special General Mecting called for that pu" 
pose. A notice of a proposed amendment must’ t 
signed by a least ten members of the Association 
and no amendment shall be dcemed carried exctr 
by two-thirds of those present and voting. ¢ 
notice of an amendment proposed by the Counc 


` 





need by signed only by the President and the 
Honorary Secretary on behalf of the Council. 


(a) No change. 
(b) Delete. 
(c No change, but re-number as 9(b). 


10. DEFINITIONS 

(a) Ycar—The expression ''ycar" or “financial 
year" in these Rulcs means the period of twelve 
months beginning the Ist January and ending on 
the 31st December, ' 

(b) Member—A personal member of the Library 
Association who has complied with Rules 3{a) 
d 3(b) (N.B.--It is impossible under these 
Rules and Rue 10(a) to claim membership if the 
subscription to the Library Association has not 
een paid. Option is valid only until the 3ist 
December each year. The Association may con- 
tinue to supply the official journal, permit aiton- 
dance at meetings, and extend other facilities to 
persons in membership on December 31st, but 
these privileges cannot be claimed as of right 
unless and until the current subscription is paid 
and the Library Association informed of the 
decision to opt). 


(a) No change. 

(b) Member—A personal member of the 
Library Association who has complied 
with Rule 3(b). (N.B.—It is impossible 
under these Rules and Rule 10(a) for a 
persona] member of the Library Associa- 
tion to claim membership if the subscrip- 
tion to the Library Association has not 
been paid. Annual subscriptions to the 
Library Association are due on Ist January 
each year. If by 30th June in any year this 
subscription has not been paid the 


"n w 





defaulter will be forthwith suspended from 
membership of the Library Association, and 
such suspension shall automatically sus- 
pend the member from membership of the 
Association of Assistant Librarians. If the 
subscription be paid after 30th June but 
before ist October, the rights and: privi- 
leges of membership shall be restored, 


except that such member may not vote in 


the annual election of the Council held in 
that year, nor in any election of a Divi- 
sional Committee, and the member shall 
not be entitled to receive back numbers of 
the official journal or of any Divisional 
newsletter. I£ the subscription remains un- 
paid by ist October the defaulter may be 
removed from membership of the 
Association.) 





In quest of more 
LAURELS and DOLLARS 


During the 35 years of KEESING'S existence 
the Service has of course made a great many 
friends in American Library Circles where it 
is widely regarded as the foremost ‘living’ 
documentation of current international affairs. 


To intensify the process the publishers of 
KEESING'S have now concluded an agreement 
with the renowned, old-established firm of 
publishers, CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS of 
New York, to represent KEESING'S for 
further sales promotion in this important 
market. 





library and administration assistant 


is required for the Chief Engineer's office to provide a library service covering 
books and journals on a wide range of electronic activities including prepar- 
ation of journal abstraction. Administrative assistance would also be provided 
to the Chief Engineer covering preparation of regular reports on departmental 
activities, maintenance of budget records liaisoned: with personnel matters 
and secretarial duties at technical meetings. The full job is suited to an arts 
or economics graduate with an interest in electronics and library work. If 
such were appointed, a junior assistant would be provided. Alternatively a 
qualified librarian with ambitions to extend his interest into more general 
adminstration would find the job an interesting challenge: The preferred 
age group is 24-30, Please apply to: 
The Personnel Department, Rank Bush Murphy Ltd., 

Bessemer Road, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, Telephone Welwyn Garden 23434 


r RANK 
€” BUSH MURPHY 
/ ELECTRONICS 


or use our telephone answering service out- 
side working hours, Welwyn Garden 27906 
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YOUR LETTERS 


PART-TIME 
STUDY FOR PRESIDENTS 


Our new President deserves every con- 
gratulation for her academic achievements, 
in taking a degree when already an F.L.A. 


She was lucky too, that the universities are - 


not run by; those Grand Moguls of the 
Library Association who have just made it 
impossible for graduates to take their 
chartering examinations externally. 
MICHAEL J. CARMEL, B.A., Student 
Librarian, Manchester Public Libraries. 


TYPOGRAPHY 


May I be among the first of I hope many ' 


to protest at the new layout of the 
Assistant? The reduction in type size 
necessitating a double-column layout is 


reminiscent of the “smalllads” in many 
newspapers, the anaemic appearance of the 
text pages facing bold advertising matter 
is most unattractive, and the overall effect 
has been to make the journal less easy to 
read than my local evening paper. 

As the official journal of some hundreds 
of librarians, many of whom are under- 
poing or have undergone library school 
rainwashing leading to appreciation of 
ood printing, the Assistant seems now to 
e degenerating to the standards of the old 
* salmon-pink editions of bygone years. 
KEITH M. VINCENT, Hayling Island, 
Hampshire County. 


The Editor replies: 


I'm sorry you don’t like the two column 
layout, Mr. Vincent; perhaps Garamond 
doesn’t suit it, as it is rather a pale face. 
This is a pity, as I can use the extra space 
it affords, and the printer bought the 
Garamond especially for me. 

Incidentally it wasn’t the salmon pink 
editions that brought the most complaints 
in previous years, but the use of Grot in 
1963. I have a shoal of complimentary 
. letters, on the change to Bembo in 1964, 
which alas! I never managed to publish. 


REDUNDANT LIBRARIANS 


Re "Redundant Librarian" of the Janu- 
ary issue, I think that the writer must be 
the exception that proves the rule for 
generally young librarians have never had 
it so good. , 

Today most library assistants, are able to 
obtain leave of absence from their authori- 
ties to attend full-time library school, often 
going on full or three-quarter salary. Once 
at library school every effort is made to 
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make their time -as enjoyable and as profit- . 


able as possible and to broaden their 
outlook towards all kinds of libraries, so 
that in the future, we hope, there will be 
less of a barrier between public libraries 
and. "the rest." 

After library school, the prospects are 
very bright for most students, even those 
without practical library experience, who 
can expect a salary upwards of £900 paa. 
after only two years full-time training. 


supplied by the Ministry of Labour fo 
other professions at the end of their ful 
time education — teaching (after 3 years) 
£750 p.a., civil service administrative 
grade (artes 3 years at university) £850- 


Compare this: with some rough DON 
I. & 


900 and the doctors (after completing the 


theoretical work, when they begin to walk 
the wards) £650. 
I must admit to being a little stunned 


at the thought of someone paying me £900. 


a year when I leave college next December. 
I would of course accept it but I ask 
myself i. what I would be doing really 
worth all that? If there were more redun- 
dant librarians and not instead the great 
shortage of qualified staff that there is, 
libraries would not have to pay so highly 
for their theoretically trained but prac- 
tically inexperienced staff. 


AMANDA GARNER, Student, North- 
Western Polytechnic. 


SOUTH 
AMERICAN 
HANDBOOK 


The most up to date and 
comprehensive guide to 


Mexico and the Caribbean. 
(900 pages) 
1966 EDITION 
20s. (by post 22s.) 


obtainable from 
: TRADE & TRAVEL 
PUBLICATIONS LTD. 


| South and Central America, | 


Dept. AL. 


14 LEADENHALL STREET, 
LONDON, E.C.3. 
E.R. 
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2 SW AT25/ DISCOUNT | 

x ALL TYPES AND STYLES OF RINGS 

* c l ALWAYS IN STOCK l 

$e ALSO WATCHES, CLOCKs. 

* WEDDING RINGS 

x AT 10%—20% DISCOUNT l 

ho? Write for Ring Catalogue to 

qe the actual Manufacturers . J e «A. JE WELLERS 

* 63-66 HATTON GARDEN, LONDON, E.C.l. Tel: CHA 6025 & 4020 

x. Hours of- business: Weekdays 9-5,30 Sats. 9-12.30 Evenings by appointment 
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Pao] | oh on branded 
o 30 fə DISCOUNT cARPETS 
WILTON, AXMINSTER, ORIENTALS, etc. FREE delivery U: K. 


Expert fitting arranged if required. Write stating requirements 
: or for introduction to showrooms LONDON or MAIN cities. 


DODSON-BULL CARPET CO. | 
Showrooms: 2-4 Little Britain, London, E.C.!. 
Offices: 37a Aldersgate St. London, E.C.!. 
.MONarch 7171 (10 lines) 


MOROL 
BULK SUPPLIERS OF INEXPENSIVE 


READY-MADE BOOK SLEEVES 


! SPECIALLY PRODUCED FOR THE 
LARGER LIBRARY AND BOOKSELLER 


Stock range from 7” spine height in most +” sizes, Made in 

. cléar transparent flexible film with heavy grade paper. Strong 
and lasting. The sleeve slips over.the dust wrapper and folds 
round the book-—no fixing required. 


Additional Stock  lines:—Self-adhesive films, Adjustable 
Sleeves and other plastic film products. - 
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21 Woodthorpe Rd., 
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Moro! Ready-made Book 
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ACTIVITIES | | 
. OF STUDENT LIBRARIANS 


Really, .Mr. Jones, must you be so 
bigoted? Thank goodness the Editor de- 
fended David Clegg, or this letter might 
be worded even more' strongly, if that is 
possible! From his letter, Mr. Jones seems 
to indicate that there is only one category 
of student librarians, graduates. I can only 
say that he is going to get a shock when 
he eventually becomes a student. At 
present, in my own library school, the 
graduates account for about 8 per cent of 
the library students. 

. “Why the urge for co-operation?" he 
asks. I appreciate he was unable to attend 
the week-end school due to extenuating 
circumstances, but had he been present he 
would have had no need to ask. With 200 
students present, representing 9 library 
schools, I feel the statistics are an answer 
in themselves. Mr. Jones probably thinks 
there is no need for the L.A. or A.A.L. to 
Organise conferences or week-end schools. 

The week-end school for student lib- 
rarians was partially my brain-child. After 
attending the L.A. conference, and being 
the only student to brave the rostrum, it 
occurred to me that there was little facility 
available for student librarians to confer 
at a professional level. Many attend pro- 
fessional conferences and meetings (in 
fact, on many occasions if it were not for 


the support of the students, there would be 
taking 


little chance of some meetings 
place) but because of the aura of the com- 
pany do not like to state their views. 
Finaly, may I plead with the A.A.L. to 
do some vast re-organisation with regard 
to the production of the Assistani 
Librarian. It seems absolutely ridiculous to 
me that my reply to Mr. Jones’ letter is 
unlikely to be published before March, by 
which time only Mr. Jones and I will 
remember what this letter stemmed from. 
I noted that. my L.A.R. was posted on the 
18th, and I have been told that the 
Assistant Librarian has to be ready for 
despatch a week before the L.A.R. This 
means that on average it takes 5 weeks to 
produce the Assistant Librarian! Surely, 
Editor, you have a good idea of how much 
space is available for letters, and there 
must be some way round this timetable. 
For myself, I would rather have an inset 
with up-to-date information in duplicated 
form than find myself writing heated 
letters due to failure in editorial 
organisation ! 
Miss FELICITY CORP, Chairman, Library 
Students Week-end School. 


P.S. Read the second paragraph of our 
President's New Year Message, Mr. Jones. 
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"Cataloguing; Coates: 


Miss Plaister says it much better than I 
ever could. 


The Editor comments: Miss Corp gets 
her L.A.R. before I get mine. Usually ] 
ost the "copy" for the next- month's issue 
efore receiving my personal copy of the 
current issue. Correspondence (and the 
amount of advertising!) are unknown 
quantities until the last minute. 


Copy date for May: 
Editor does not guarantee that copy re- 
ceived by 5th April will appear in the 
May (or any!) issue. 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


The Scottish Library Association. Sum- 
mer School of Librarianship will be held 
from 2nd to 8th July at Newbattle Abbey 
College, 8 miles from Edinburgh. 

Speakers will include Miss L. V. Paulin, 
Miss Jean Plaister, John Bartholomew, W. 
B. Paton,. W. Scobbie, Ron Surridge, W. 
E. Tyler, and H. A. Whatley. 

The cost of the course for the week, 
including board and residence, Sunday “bus 
tour, gratuities and lecture fees is £7 10s. 

Particulars and syllabus will be sent on 
application to A. G. D. White, A.L.A., 
Blackhall Library, Hillhouse Road, Edin- 
burgh 4, and early application is advised. 


FOR DISPOSAL 


Hewitt: Library law (3rd ed.); Jolley: 
Subject catalogues; 
Phillips: Classification (Sth ed); Muri- 
son: The public library; Norris: Cata- 
loguing; Mallaber: Bibliography; Harrod: 
Librarian’s glossary (2nd a. 

Offers for any or all to J. Beckett, 9 
South Terrace, Bowness-on-Windermere, 
Westmorland. 


PROMPT 


ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS 
LIMITED — 


359 CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C.!. 
TERminus 9852/3 


20% DISCOUNT 


DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 


RADIO . TELEVISION 
. TAPE RECORDERS 
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 ASKEWS OF PRESTON 
KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE 
BRITISH ISLES FOR 

EFFICIENCY, SERVICE 

^ AND COURTESY 


ESTABLISHED OVER 75 YEARS. 


JAMES ASKEW AND SON, LTD. | 


PARK LANE BUILDINGS, ' 
NORTH ROAD (A.6), 
PRESTON 


Telephone: 55947 (3 lines) a 
Telex: 67583 PARLEY 


x 
‘ : pa 
Š 
. 
i . { 
" ” y 
. 7 - 2 4 
- E : á . 


WOODFIELD & STANLEY 
LIMITED | 


Specialists in- 


| 
l 
l 
| 
I 
i 
| 
l 
l 
i 
a . CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
l br | | 
I 
| 
l 
i 
! 
i 
' 
l 
L 


Wakefield Road, Moldgreen, . Huddersfield 
Tel: Huddersfield 21467 | 


- 
-— a a Cu ae = UAR CAVO OE eee Gt GA oe ee GERD TL A Gu GER mdp GM m m 
* + 
. 


j 


>B JUN 958^ 


M 


y 


s 


"ut E 
“ Ze go 
1% 





an 


LU " +, ` ' . 
A cng S 

nbei: Las 
Vie a Pa 
"e 4s do. 

A vet £T & . 

- wey, ‘anh A 

r3 4 

"e dd 


à O NSi Y ¿have | one. 
| of the largest. stocks of 
JUNIOR BOOKS in the country 
| both. at 
NOTTINGHAM 


and LONDON | 
 _WOOLS "- g 






t "We V E À 





Lad i 


I 
l 
l 
l 
l 
i 
l 
l 
d 
I 
i 
i 
I 
Ex 


' 
Lr di 3.3. e * 
J . * 





/ 


 BOOKBINDING 
6. BLUNT “52 


LTD. 
NORTH ACTON ROAD 
LONDON N.W.10 








Established 1879 . 





Printed by Cheriton Press (Folkestone) Ltd.. 351, Cheriton Road, Folkestone. Kent. 


The | 


Assistant 
Librarian 








Official Journal of the 
Association of Assistant Librarians 


Contents : 


| 69 


London—a year of chaos 


70 Amalgamation and After : 


83 


84 


85 


86 


87 


A symposium on London’s Public Libraries 
International Relations 


Your Letters: 


(L.A. subscriptions; Mersey 
beaten? New life at Manchester; 


A major predicament; Student 
librarians) 


Management Services 


Libraries and Marriage 


Access of Enthusiasm 


College Libraries: 


Vol. 59 No. 4 
April 1966 


CEDRIC CHIVERS 


LIMITED: 
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LONDON — A YEAR OF CHAOS 


Three hundred years ago, London was burnt down. Last year another cataclysm occurred 
—London was reorganised. It may be that good will come out of it in the end, but the 
process has been painful. To start at the top, the choosing of thirty-two out of so many 
chief librarians was an impossible task. So many lives were turned upside down, to the 
greater concérn of the House of Commons than the local authorities, or so it seemed. 
No doubt the local authorities had their problems too. 

A quantitative change brings about a qualitative change, as a former colleague used to 
say; and London's librarians have got to get used to working in large systems instead of 
the small to medium sized systems of two years ago. (There are exceptions of course.) 
We would hazard a guess that the actual service to the public is lower now than before 
amalgamation. Potential has improved: bookstocks can be much more comprehensive. 
Middle grade staff have benefited: there are many more specialist posts and gradings have 
improved. But how much longer have readers had to wait for books? Have we so far 
forgotten our filing rules as to put computers before commuters? 

In this issue we publish a symposium on London amalgamation, commissioned and 
edited by Derek Jones, last Chairman of the Greater London Division, and Treasurer 
of the A.A.L., and would like to thank him, and the four contributors, for giving up 
spare time to do it. 2 


Goodbye ‘Chaucer House 


With so much going on in public libraries, there has hardly been time to mention the 
new L.A. and N.C.L. buildings. The move from the quiet backwater of Malet Place to 
busy Store Street — surrounded by a pub, a post office, a garage and the B.N.B. produc- 
tion unit — seems to have been very smooth. The new L.A. Headquarters has been much 
criticised. No doubt it will grow on its members: the fully faceted wallpaper in the 
library; the slabs presumably to receive the effigies of Past Presidents in the side aisle of 
the rather ecclesiastical Council Chamber; and the narrow windows placed as if to allow 
defence against a horde of angry members, furious at having their subs put up — all 
these are endearing in their eccentricity. And old Chaucer House? No, it isn't being 
demolished — we understand it is to be used as — a library. 


CONCORDE l ADVERTISEMENT ENQUIRIES 
CORRESPONDENCE CLUB should be addressed to 
World-Wide Pen-Friends The Advertisement Manager, 


Membership details, s.a.e. ‘The Assistant Librarian’, 
Dept. AL, 38 Parkside Drive, c/o §.E.R.L.S., National Central 
Edgware, Middlesex. Library, Store St., London, W.C.1. 
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Amalgamation and After 


LONDON’S PUBLIC LIBRARIES — THE FIRST YEAR OF AMALGAMATION 


H 


A symposium, edited by Derek Jones, F.L.A. Librarian-in-Charge, . 
- Reference € Information Services, London Borough of Lewisham. 


For: public librarians in London, by far the most significant event of 1965 was Amal- 
gamation. The Public Libraries & Museums Act, which by coincidence alsó became 
effective on Ist April of that year, had very little impact on library provision in the 
Metropolis. This first year has perforce been one of consolidation: for some authorities 
à time to put their houses in order and to plan in detail for the coming years, for others - 
it has been a year during which services have suffered because of acute ‘staff shortages, 
and the difficulties experienced in dealing centrally with considerable numbers of 
acquisitions and readers’ requests. | 

The full realisation of the new levels of service made possible by amalgamation is 
yet to come. Likewise, the Public Libraries and Museums Act, particularly insofar as 
co-operation, interlending and the provision of regional services, are concerned, has yet 
to make its impact on London. In editing this symposium, no attempt has been made to 
survey the whole range of library activity in the 32 Boroughs. To have done so would 
have filled this issue of the Assistant and many more. Instead, and it is hoped to more 
effect, the following articles on four major topics have been contributed. 

It is hoped that they will stimulate discussion’ and thought, and especially assist 
librarians in those parts of the country where amalgamation is imminent, and help them 
to view its coming with equanimity. 


ADMINISTRATION: A GENERAL REVIEW 


by K. R. McColvin, F.L.A. Deputy Chief Librarian, London Borough of Lambeth. 


It would have been quite impossible to have visited all the 32 new London Borough 
library systems and, frankly, another questionnaire would have been too much and in 
any case one never gets the right answers. Instead I visited Bromley, Havering, Hillingdon 
and Newham in late January and was given courteous and helpful receptions everywhere 
for which I would like to record my thanks. Conversation with a few friends and some 
rather more informal visits to other libraries have supplied additional information. The. 
problems that have been met and dealt with may be considered as examples indicative 
of a general intention to maintain a library service.as good as that prevailing in the 
former boroughs and of a recognition that changes are not always improvements and are 
frequently expensive. Á doctrinaire striving for uniformity was notably absent unless some 
overall advantage could be obtained. 

The amalgamation of the library services seem to have been performed without a great 
deal of difficulty or animosity although there have been rumours of strife in one or two 
places. Through the appointment of ad-hoc or steering committees, proposals presented 
jointly by the officers of the former boroughs were approved at an early date and in other 
places, early appointments of the new chief officers were made. Some difficulties arose 
from the other rather more pressing problems facing local authority members with regard 
to other departments particularly of those services being handed over by the London 
County Council. Lack of experience on the part of councillors in the field of welfare etc. 
was also found in one or two boroughs in their attitude to libraries. Hillingdon for 
example had never had a libraries committee before and although the members were 
interested and willing to learn, they really did not know very -much about: modern 
librarianship. In Newham joint cataloguing was started as early as July 1964 and a union 
catalogue of the former East Ham and West Ham stock was completed by February 1965. 

Unfortunately almost the first task of the newly appointed Chief Librarians was the - 
preparation of annual estimates for the following year and the general impression is that - 
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of shortage of time precluded the thorough investigation of the costs of new developments 
and that few new projects were considered, the maintenance of existing public services 
being paramount. 

The next problem was that of drawing up establishments for the new services. Problems 
of staff are outside my province but it might be noted that a horizontal rather than vertical 
organisation was adopted in many places. The designation of specialist officers having 
overall responsibility for a particular service are now more commonly found than before. 
There are more bibliographical services officers, librarians in charge of work with young 
people including schools and music and gramophone record librarians, than there used 
to be. There is a greater sense of professionalism, but shortage of time and staff appear 
to have prevented any re-appraisal of the library needs of the modern community. Of those 
to whom I spoke, only Mr. J. Green of Newham had any plans for subject depart- 
mentalisation although something of the sort seems to prevail in Camden at the new 
Hampstead Central Library. 

Appointed and with some of the staff problems sorted out, the new librarians turned 
to the problems of catalogues. It would be a nice thought to consider the computer 
print-out catalogues being produced at Camden, Barnet and Greenwich as developments, 
but they are little more than a quick way of producing a fairly legible printed catalogue. 
The idea has been firmly planted however that only by the use of computers can informa- 
tion contained in books and other materials be supplied quickly. It is welcome news that 
the Association of London Chief Librarians have appointed a sub-committee, to consider 
the application of automated data processing equipment to many library activities, and 
the publication of their report is imminent. 

Bromley gathered in the author catalogues from the other four amalgamated authorities 
and by skilful editing and masking produces a fair copy which is then copied on a Rank 
Xerox 914 to produce a union catalogue. (B.N.B. cards and a Banda duplicator are used 
for current additions.) In Lambeth the branch non-fiction catalogues of the four libraries 
formerly in Wandsworth were brought up-to-date as far as withdrawals and the entries 
were then photocopied commercially to provide copies of entries for the union catalogues 
held by the Cataloguing Department and the zone or regional libraries. Entries for addi- 
tions are now produced on a Rank Xerox 914 copier. Xerography was also used at 
Hillingdon to produce a central union catalogue and at Havering the copies are made on 
a Roneo Electric duplicator. It had been the practice of both Essex and Middlesex County 
libraries not to provide public catalogues, but it is intended to do so both at Havering 
and Hillingdon as soon as possible. 

Most of the new boroughs were spared the problems of having more than one classi- 
fication scheme in operation. Richmond-upon-Thames was an exception, and it was 
decided to reclassify the existing stock of Twickenham classified by the Brown Subject 
Classification, and to classify additions to stock by both schemes, maintaining the Brown 
shelf arrangement until a grand re-arrangement of the stock into Dewey order can be 
undertaken. 

The various charging systems continue in use. Lambeth uses Browne but continues 
photocharging in the former Wandsworth libraries. It means special stationery, special 
overdues, different contractor for servicing; different methods for registration of readers 
and gives these readers a theoretical edge on borrowing capacity over the former Lambeth 
readers. In Bromley fiction token charging was extended to the whole of the Borough 
from Bromley. In Newham the strange marriage of Brown and Dickman used by West 
Ham has been allowed to die quietly. 

There has been some tidying up of hours of opening, fines for overdue books, charges 
for reservations, mostly to the improvement of the service. Havering has abolished fines 
altogether ("a poor source of income and neither a deterrent nor a punishment") but 
Bromley increased their charge for reservations but reduced the fines rate and abolished 
them for children. 

Newham stopped early closing day at West Ham and Lambeth did likewise for the 
former Wandsworth libraries. Reading through the Temporary Directory for Subject 
Specialisation and Inter-loan Arrangements published by the A.L.C.L. in September 1965, 
a number of peculiarities are noticeable but difficulties of recruiting staff often prevents 
the realisation of the opening hours most suitable for the public. 
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There have been some extensions in the period of Joan: Newham and Lambeth a month 
formerly a fortnight: Havering from a fortnight to 3 weeks. 

The Librarians 1 spoke to, all replied that as objectively as they could say, the new 
library service under their control was not financially worse than that of their former 
authorities. For some, Kingston for example, it was very much an experimental year, 
particularly for those now providing a schools service directly, where before it had been 
operated by the county as the education authority. Those boroughs formed wholly or in 
part from counties could not accurately forecast the extent to which the county as a whole 
had contributed to the available stock-wealth of the individual libraries. Havering formerly 
as Romford, hardly had a reference library at all. Now one must be provided. Hillingdon 
on the other hand has the nucleus of a good reference library at Uxbridge. 

Many of the new boroughs are amply supplied with central office and services accom- 
modation. Not all however! Hillingdon started without a librarian’s office at all. For 
weeks Mr. Colehan operated from his car. Now he has a few rooms in a large converted 
house. Barnet were forced to take over a house across the road for its bibliographical 
services division. At Newham, the bibliographic services are housed at the former West 
Ham Central Library. The Administration in new offices were being partitioned from a 
larger room during my visit to East Ham. Lambeth has for many years split its central 
activities over more than one building and was forced to build offices in a basement and 
to convert a contiguous house into office accommodation. , 

The new library at Romford, the Havering Central Library opened in July 1965, was 
actually designed by the county authorities. It is a most interesting slice-off-a-cube building 
with adequate workroom and storage space. This was the only major building develop- 
ment in the Greater London Area during the year. It is this aspect of the future which is 
exciting after a comparatively dull year; I doubt if the ordinary reading public even 
noticed. Plans for new buildings abound. A new library is under construction at Horn- 
church in Havering. Two large branches have been planned in Lambeth, and the brief 
to the architects for a new Central library and for yet another branch are being prepared. 

At Newham a new Central Library is to be built at an early date (Mr. Green suggested 
West Ham Football Ground as the obvious site), and he also has plans for a branch in 
the former North Woolwich area when this has been re-developed by the G.L.C. New 
Central libraries are badly needed in Kingston and in Richmond. In Hillingdon, the 
problem of new buildings has one curious aspect. The borough is one of the largest in 
‘area, but nearly all the urban districts already have libraries, mostly fairly modern. The 
obvious place for a central library is Uxbridge, where there is already a large modern 
branch library. It will take some convincing for the council to build a new library and 
dispose of the old. 

The tempo of librarianship in London during the last few months has been moderato. 
I hope this remark does not appear either patronising or derogatory. The London libraries 
together issue some 50 million books a year; spend more money on books than any other 
comparable area of population in the country; more reference books and services are 
available than anywhere else and there are more ancillary services in operation. There are 
plans for the future and opportunities now being fostered which will make the libraries 
the finest in Britain and probably in the world. 


VIVIAN GRAY 


The Motor Enthusiasts Bookseller since 1946 
108 CUCKFIELD ROAD — HURSTPIERPOINT — SUSSEX 


* 
Supplier of 
MOTOR VEHICLE WORKSHOP MANUALS 
to Public Libraries 


* 
List available on request 





73 


CATALOGUING, CLASSIFICATION AND BOOK 
PROVISION IN THE NEW LONDON BOROUGHS 


by W. S. H. Ashmore, E.L.A. Borough Librarian, London Borough of Harrow. 


PROBLEMS PRODUCED BY AMALGAMATION 1 


When the local government authorities in the London area were reduced by amalgama: 
tion into 32 new London Boroughs on 1st April, 1965, it was quite obvious that in some 
respects the Library Departments were fortunate. In many of the other services, such as 
the Town Clerks and Treasurers Departments, all the-staffs had to be integrated into new 
units and in many cases transplanted into new surroundings. In the libraries, however, 
because a majority of the staff worked in reference, lending or children’s libraries, the 
staff remained in the same location; in broad terms, only two areas of library work needed 
full integration — Central Administration and the Central Bibliographical Services. In 
the case of the latter, this involved people of different outlooks and training working 
together, and also the bringing together of desks, catalogues and furniture. From the 
early surveys done well before amalgamation, it became apparent that there would not 
only be the enormous problem of 'one very large bibliographical office or, alternatively, 
a fragmented and exceedingly difficult service from different buildings, but also the 
question of different types of catalogue. This could involve dictionary and classified forms 
and in card or sheaf formats. Where a combination of Brown and Dewey classification 
schemes was added to this puzzle, one had the situation in its most extreme form. For 
those people who like exploding cliches, the description of this group of problems as a 
“Challenge” could perhaps be recorded as the euphemism of the century! 

Like most of the methods in the new Bibliographical Services Sections, the stark baie 
lay either on the one hand, in the standardisation of all libraries in the new area onto a 
pattern new to all of them (alternatively, onto one method used before in one library 
system) or, on the other, by allowing the existing libraries to remain with existing methods 
and practices. Except in those Boroughs where the whole organisation of the library 
services remained in zones or regions, most Librarians appeared to have decided on some 
form of standardization. One example here is the problem of the group of several central 
union catalogues inherited by each of the new Boroughs. To leave these as separate entities 
would obviously have slowed down any kind of readers’ request service quite intolerably. 
Many have, therefore, been amalgamated at the cost of a tremendous amount of labour 
and time. This emphasises the problems involved in the size of modern públic library 
catalogues and the stupendous task of the filing processes. 

The larger size of the new authorities has also thrown into high relief the problems 
involved in mass production of very large numbers of catalogue cards, whether by offset 
printing, spirit duplicating, Adrema methods, tape-typewriter or xerography. The basic 
weaknesses and machine defects of these methods have been rigorously exposed by the 
larger quantities produced and also explain the search for newer methods. At least two 
libraries have experimented with xerography — one witha standard 914 machine, the 
other with a larger "Copyflo" system. But in my view, the best solution is to send the 
master cards to an agency and receive back the required number of copies after a few 
days. This is obviously more expensive, however, and costs about 2d. per card compared 
with a possible 4d. per card or less, for self-produced cards; with numbers ranging from 
300,000— 600,000 per annum, the agency solution may not be feasible. Very. few of the 
. new libraries are using B.N.B. cards and for two main reasons — one, cards are required 
in the library as soon as books become available; two, the amount of work required in 
modifying the cards. 

The choice facing the new authorities for classification was one of the most difficult 
and critical, involving as it did so much work in the service points as a possible by-product 
of any changes or standardisation. Here again, the new libraries were faced with different 
interpretations of Dewey or quite often, the use of different editions. An opportunity, 
therefore, seemed to present itself, and was grasped by some libraries, to bring: the 
schedules up-to-date; the 17th edition of Dewey arrived in this country a few months. 
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CATALOGUING 
Theory and Practice 


C. G. VISWANATHAN 3rd edition 40s 
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xr t the start of amalgamation, which presented quite a large additional complication:-. 
The question of re-classification with all the immense labour that it involves, seems to me 
to point to the importance of long-term thinking in this field. From this long-term view, ` 
it seems sensible to deviate as little as possible from the schedules and to keep to the 
latest edition of Dewey. This admittedly is an administrator's point of view and a minority : 
one; in practice, most of the new authorities are interpreting Dewey very considerably to 
fit loca] requirements, as libraries have always done. 


PROBLEMS PRODUCED BY AMALGAMATION 1I 


The new London Boroughs which emerged as a combination of two or more of the 
old Metropolitan Borough Libraries now have several special subject collections rather 
than one. I feel that this is going to be an increasingly significant fact, because although 
there are few Subject Librarians running fully-fledged Subject Libraries at the moment, 
these are bound to increase. More subject specialists are also certain to be appointed, or 
existing staff asked to take over subject areas. Furthermore, the large central libraries of 
the new Boroughs will increasingly follow subject organisation or expand their subject 
libraries, much as some of the big provincial systems have been doing. Thus in some 
libraries, quite large sections of the Dewey sequence are now covered by subject schemes 
which operate within a framework of orthodox Reference and Lending Libraries. In one 
library at least, however, senior assistants are being asked to take on responsibility in 
specified subject fields other than those of the main subject collections. This involves work 
on selection, rebinding, replacement and withdrawal within traditional lending libraries, 
always subject to the control of the Librarian-in-Charge. This seems to me to be very 
much the most fruitful blend of subject knowledge plus service to the public, for the 
transitional period we are now experiencing; that is to say until there are more full 
subject libraries in our central buildings. 

The real problem can be stated in this way: does the subject specialist, and music is 
the obvious example, select for all the libraries, including reference libraries and branch 
lending libraries, or only for the central department? The latter choice seems to have 
many advantages if the service departments are large ones, always provided that the 
subject specialist's knowledge is made available to the person actually doing the selection. 
It is difficult to think of a policy decision with more far-reaching implications for the 
future structure of a library's organisation than this one. It is now facing many of the 
new London libraries. 

The emergence of larger library units emphasises another benefit of size. One of the 
great opportunities for large urban libraries in the next 35 years lies in a massive 
qualitative improvement of bookstocks : 


(a) an increase in the size and depth of the subject collections, 


(b) increasing diversification of the collections in the building up of microfilm, 
transparencies, tape recordings and other ancillaries to the main collections 
of manuscripts, books and periodicals. 


THE USE OF MACHINES 


One of the most fascinating aspects of the newly organised departments has been the 
choice between solving immediate and pressing problems inn a pragmatic way, or on the 
other hand, taking the path of long-term benefit, thus making work in the short run 
much more difficult. Two of the London Boroughs took the latter course. Feeling that 
the immense amount of work produced by amalgamation would cause enormous problems 
(amply borne out by the experience in other areas using more traditional methods), they 
chose a thorough-going set of new methods involving the production of book catalogues 
by computer. Descriptions of these new experiments have already appeared and it is 
apparent that regularly printed catalogues in book form, which can be easily kept up-to- 
date by the computer, have rendered the card catalogue virtually obsolete. Computers are 
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-now working in other London Boroughs and more will become available in the fairly 
near future; therefore, automated library processes based on electronic data processing 
will increase rapidly in the next two or three years. The computer also provides us with 
the technical means of doing cataloguing and classification for an area such as London, 
` from one central bureau. This seems to me to be very desirable indeed, but I have doubts 
about its realisation: not because of the technical problems, these can ultimately be solved, 
but because it is unlikely that such a large number of librarians will agree on a common 
set-of class numbers and cataloguing methods. 

A preliminary study of computer processes indicates that one cannot take over one area 
of work and turn it over to the computer — this is just not ‘economically sound. Eventually 
a whole range of related processes has to be done and it can be said quite categorically, 
that our libraries will be quite different places after the computer has moved in. The 
whole purpose and functioning of the library’s organisation and administration has to be 
examined and replanned. 

One very important aspect of American work on library automation as seen by one 
recent writer,’ is the amount of bibliographical print-out which takes place even for 
routine work, i.e. when a reader asks for a book or for information and before the book 
is obtained. This seems to me to be one of the most valuable aids which machines will be 
able to provide. The production of an “instant bibliography” for a reader’s subject request 
and the easy link with the stocks of other libraries, opens up great new vistas in reference 
libraries, subject departments and even for the production of simple lists of recent 
additions. 

The use of new machines will alsc speed up the demarcation between professional and 
non-professional work, at the moment a pious hope, rather than a reality in most libraries. 
The distinction to be made, however, is that the computer itself will take over many of 
the clerical and non-professional processes and not non-professional staff. This brings us 
nearer to the realisation of the dream of a library staff with very few people doing 
routine work, but containing a large number of professionals. In a large lending library 
for example, this would mean few people doing routine tasks, but five times the present 
number working as Readers’ Advisers. 

There i$ one important thing about the automated library of the future. New machines, 
however modern they may appear as they work away in their air-conditioned cells, must 
be used for a classical library purpose: to improve and expand the quality and depth of - 
professional work. 

These comments on bibliographical services in the new London Libraries are obviously 
not based on systematic comparisons, but are mere random reflections based on persona] 
experience. Any comparisons which are made in future, however, will be more instructive 
than ever before, particularly in this new machine era and as new ideas and methods 
struggle painfully to emerge from the cataclysmic changes of re-organisation. 


Reference: 1. Swanson, Don R. Design requirements for a future library, ¿2 Libraries and 
automation, edited by B. E. Markuson. Washington, D.C., Library of Congress, 1964. 
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—- STAFFING PROBLEMS IN THE NEW LONDO 
BOROUGHS 


by Roy J. Huse, F.L.A. Principal Assistant Librarian, London Borough of Hounslow. 


There can now be no doubt in the mind of any London Chief Librarian that the 
reorganisation of Local Government involves more work and creates more problems for 
the staff concerned than even the most pessimistic critic of the proposed reorganisation 
could ever have envisaged. l 

During 1965 London's libraries suffered a double blow to their establishments for it 
was in that year that the full effects of the new Library Association syllabus made them- 
selves apparent. That most valuable of all staff members — the library assistant, qualifying 
while working — almost completely disappeared. The famous "pipe-line," like that other 
one from Beira to Umtali, was now almost empty and our lending departments and our 
branch libraries were left to be run by the remaining senior staff, or by new and as yet 
untrained non-professionals — the library assistants of the future. During the year a few 
newly qualifed librarians did emerge from the library schools but these were soon 
absorbed in the great welter of work which resulted from this grand administrative | 
upheaval. 

The period began in uncertainty. Many senior librarians were extremely worried by 
the prospects of amalgamations and in many cases these fears were justified in subsequent 
loss of status for some and unwanted early retirement for others. In the meantime, this 
apprehension bred, during the months preceding 1st April, 1965, a sense of reflection and 
reminiscence over past achievements and loyalties, rather than a welcome for what the 
future would bring. Some appointments of Chief Librarian were made as early as nine 
months before amalgamation day while in other authorities no progress was made on the 
libraries department until January or February, 1965. 

However, whether these senior appointments were made early or late it is generally 
true to say that no real progress was made until the new authorities actually came into 
being. The revealed weaknesses in some establishment structures and of some early 
planning decisions are usually the result of their being the product of compromise between 
individuals still independent and not yet brought together into one working unit. 

During the first few months after amalgamation there was rapid and considerable 
turnover of staff, especially of those on the General Division. Many resignations could, 
I feel, have been avoided and one of the lessons to be learnt by others from London's 
reorganisation is the need to plan well ahead, and in considerable detail, both the proposed 
establishments and conditions of employment. In many of the new authorities uncertainty 
over jobs, resentment at some new posts, enforced alterations in methods and hours of 
work coupled with a change of senior staff — all these and many other reasons led to a : 
chain reaction of resignations at a time when they could be least afforded. 

As a result, in many Boroughs, services to the public — to the all-important ratepayer 
— suffered during 1965. Standards of courtesy were lowered, the supply of books was 
erratic and both public and staff subjected to a bewildering barrage of changes in regula- 
tions and methods. In some of the worst hit areas restrictions took more drastic form 
such as the closing of some branch libraries, restrictions in hours of opening and curtail- 
ment of non-essential services, such as the reservation of fiction, etc. 

Nevertheless, reorganisation was proposed and carried out by the Government with the 
express purpose of creating larger Local Government units to increase efficiency and 
eliminate wasteful duplication. Librarians, in common with other colleagues, had to come 
to terms with the situation and take advange of the very real benefits that only the larger 
system could bring. l 

In the first instance it became apparent that too many librarians in London lacked 
experience of big systems and were uncertain in their grasp of the many problems 
facing them in the management of large numbers of staff. l 

The close personal contact which is so easy to maintain in a small or medium sized : 
library system is virtually impossible in larger units and must be replaced by an efficient 
system of delegation and communication. For this a well-planned establishment is a 
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pre-requisite and the “platform” establishment here proved itself most suitable. In this 
type of establishment structure the Chief, Deputy and Senior Executive Officer are followed 
by a line or platform of senior posts on fairly equal grades, providing a reasonably high’ 
ceiling within each division or section and clearly defining lines of responsibility. 

Most authorities soon began to lay down a pattern of organisation, usually through 
the issue of a Staff Manual supplemented by routine instructions. In my view it is 
essential for the well-being of the new authority and of its staff to speedily establish this 
new pattern of organisation and to communicate from top to bottom, not only the policy 
of the library authority but a sense of purpose. Contrary to some popular belief which 
might be interpreted from overhearing staffroom conversation, most members of staff 
want to be organised, and work best and are happiest in a library system in which there 
is firm direction. 

Liaison and supervision have been achieved in a number of ways. Some authorities have 
appointed Branch Supervisors, in others routine visits are carried out by members of the 
senior staff. Regular meetings of Branch Librarians and Heads of Departments have been 
arranged, in order to create a spirit of shared responsibility and to provide a medium for 
direct and personal contact between the Chief and his Senior Officers. Ideally these senior 
meetings should be repeated at each service point so that as many staff as possible are 
made aware of what is going on within their authority. 

One of the most useful agencies in promoting the integration of staff is the formation 
of a Staff Association or Staff Guild. In many new London authorities this essentially 
staff-run organisation is now flourishing and if encouraged by the Chief Officer will help 
immeasurably in creating a good team spirit. 

Staff training suffered from reorganisation. There just was not time to establish any 
real programme. No authority has, as yet, followed the example of Westminster in 
appointing a Training Officer within the library establishment although many have such ' 
officers in their Borough Establishment Departments. It seems obvious that library 
training will in future play an increasing role in the growth of the new authorities, but 
in different forms. We no longer need emulate the entrance examination course, but rather 
concentrate in fitting new recruits into the larger and more complicated organisations. 
Staff training will probably fall into the following categories: 

(a) The integration of existing staff by explaining methods of administration and 
routine and filling in the background of the new authority. 

(b) Similar short training programmes for newly appointed senior staff whether these 
come from the library schools or from other authorities. 

(c) A training programme for new entrants to the profession. Some of the new 
London authorities, being also Education Authorities, are now encouraging pre-library 
school entry to the profession with secondment on full or proportionate pay while at 
library school. These new entrants must be given the opportunity to assess librarianship 
as a career and also gain as wide practical experience as possible before going on ta the 
theoretical training in the schools. To this training programme will probably be attached 
a number of students from library schools and it is important that an authority take trouble 
with such students for they form recruits for the senior appointments of the future. 

(d) Arrange at branch or department level basic training in library routines for the 
increasing number of non-professional staff. Many Librarians are only just beginning to 
realise the change in the calibre of library assistants. These new entrants demand a fresh 
approach not only to recruitment but in establishing a career grade within the non- 
professional groups, for we must attract more people to this type of library work. It will 
be necessary to talk to schools, take part in careers seminars and maintain close contact 
with Youth Employment Officers. 

The new London authorities offer scope for wider activities in every field of librarian- 
ship. Larger establishments have already given Librarians the opportunity to do things 
which they were unable to justify before. For example, in the field of publicity, five 
London authorities have appointed an Officer responsible for design and display. These 
specialists will bring a professionalism to publicity which has been sadly lacking in the 
past. In the Modern State much emphasis is placed on Social Welfare. Librarians can now 
appoint Special Services Officers to run library services to hospitals, housebound readers, 
old people’s -homes and so on. In the Outer London Boroughs there is every chance of 
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close liaison and possibly integration with the Libraries of Colleges and Polytechnics. 

Now we must concentrate on improving our standards of service for with such improve- 
ments must surely come better gradings for librarians. Despite one or two notable 
exceptions, grading structures in the libraries of the new London Boroughs have not kept 
pace with other Departments, and if we are to recruit and retain staff we must continue 
to press for higher gradings for our professional people. One thing ts certain. No London 
Librarian would willingly go through another “reorganisation.” 


CO-OPERATION AND INTERLENDING: THE 
LONDON UNION CATALOGUE 


by Mrs. E. J. Tagg, F.L.A. Editor, London Union Catalogue. 


“London Union Catalogue” is something of a misnomer, because this institution is the 
regional library bureau for the central London area. Unlike other regions, this one consists 
solely of municipal public libraries, and before the amalgamations of 1st April, 1965, 
comprised the twenty-eight Metropolitan Boroughs, Guildhall, and Upper Norwood Joint 
Library. The effect of the amalgamations of the London boroughs has been to cut the 
number of our member libraries from thirty to fourteen. Guildhall anc Upper Norwood 
have not been affected by the regroupings, but since Guildhall is purely a reference library, 
and Upper Norwood is very small, almost the whole of our work has bzen influenced. 

Before the amalgamations took place, there were a number of rumeurs current about 
the difficulties and horrors to be expected, and one of the most popular sayings was, 
“Of course, the London Union Catalogue will become just so much waste paper.” 
However, we are happy to report that this has not proved true, and we continue to be as 
useful as ever. The staff of the L.U.C. gave a great deal of thought to alterations and 
troubles to be expected, and changes in routines likely to be necessary, and on the whole, 
we experienced very little in the way of difficulties. 

We were very fortunate that in ten out of the twelve new boroughs existing boundaries 
were maintained; thus, the whole of the old boroughs of Stepney, Eethnal Green and 
Poplar were amalgamated to form the new Borough of Tower Hamlets, and the existing 
union catalogues from the three former central libraries were amalgamated into one new 
union catalogue at the Stepney (now Tower Hamlets) Central Library. When, therefore, 
an application was received at L.U.C. for a book known to be in the old Bethnal Green 
stock, this location was indicated on the application form which was then sent to Tower 
Hamlets Central Library's inter-lending department for checking in the new union 
catalogue. In all the ten cases of simple amalgamations this method has worked quite well; 
all the new boroughs have centralised cataloguing now, and are either constructing a new 
union catalogue of older material by inter-filing the old union catalogues, or have good 
communications between centres. Our only real headaches have been caused by the new 
boroughs of Lambeth and Wandsworth, where the former borough of Battersea was 
amalgamated with Wandsworth in a quite straightforward way, but part of the former 
Wandsworth territory, the Clapham and Streatham areas (containing two large and two 
small branch libraries) went into Lambeth. Wandsworth held on to the whole of its own: 
union catalogue, and Lambeth deciced not to attempt to do anything about the existing 
stocks of the four libraries gained, but only to include the books bought for those branches 
after Ist April, 1965, in its union catalogue. This has meant that there are quite a few 
books for which the L.U.C. gives Wandsworth as the location which are now in fact in 
Lambeth, but a satisfactory method for dealing with this has been worked out in conjunc- 
tion with the Chief Cataloguer at Wandsworth. 

During February and March, the L.U.C. staff themselves collected inforraation from all 
the member libraries about the whereakouts of the new central libraries, inter-lending 
departments, addresses of Chief Librarians with telephone numbers, ard the addresses to 
which application forms were to be sent; a four-page leaflet giving this information was 
issued to all London and South-Eastern Region libraries in the third week of March. 
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So far as the notification of additions to stock is concerned, far from experiencing any 
trouble, we are happy to say that our troubles have been considerably eased. Centralised 
cataloguing is the rule everywhere now, (with the partial exception of Camden, which 
sends lending additions from Hampstead, and reference additions from Holborn), which 
means that the enormous flood of addition slips with which we were inundated in 1963 
and 1964 has abated slightly, the additions now coming from fifteen sources instead of 
thirty. There are two interesting points to note here, (a) the standard of cataloguing 
seems to have risen sharply: (b) none of the London boroughs (in the former L.C.C. 
area) now uses B.N.B. cards. 

We had expected that one of the most obvious results of the amalgamations would be 
a considerable drop in the number of applications received at the bureau, because, for 
example, applications from Paddington readers for books not available in Paddington 
would now be tried for in the Westminster and St. Marylebone catalogues before being 
forwarded to the bureau. We estimated that the number would drop by about one third, | 
and in fact the monthly figures for April, 1964 and April, 1965, were 3756 and 2215 
respectively. Throughout the year the monthly totals have gradually been creeping up, 
until in December the comparable figures for the two years were 3355 (1964) and 3245 
(1965). We can only attribute this to the general growth of reading (much of it due to 
the considerable publicity of library facilities made in the press throughout the year), and 
to the growth of the student and post-graduate research population of London, requiring 
more and more specialised books. 

So far as the Metropolitan Special Collections, the Metropolitan Joint Fiction Reserve, 
play sets collections, etc., are concerned there have been no troubles; the new authorities 
have taken over the commitments of the old boroughs in all cases. However, some 
re-allocations are under consideration, and alterations may be made in the future. 

The only quite unforeseen trouble that did arise was the very sharp decline in the 
standard of application forms received. Apparently, all the assistants at the London 
libraries who had been doing the L.U.C. work for years, all left or were promoted at 
the same time. Instead of the usual neatly and correctly filled-in forms, complete with 
bibliographical details and references, we found ourselves faced with terrible forms, many 
of which were illegible, many of which had been filled in from "reader's details” (1), 
with no attempt made to check these details anywhere, and many having no authors, or 
wrong authors, or wrongly spelled authors. In many libraries the job had been given to 
new assistants who did not understand that the application forms would have to be 
checked by the L.U.C. staff against a catalogue, and therefore should have been filled in 
in accordance with the basic rules of cataloguing. The staff at the L.U.C. had to do about 
twice as much bibliographical checking as previously for many fewer requests; large 
numbers of application forms went back to requesting libraries, with alterations to authors 
or titles, bearing the plaintive query, “In your own stock as amended, please?” We were 
certainly involved in a great deal of extra work at first in this way, but it all gradually 
shook down, and by October most of the library staffs engaged on inter-lending work 
had learnt how and where to check books. L.U.C. issued an explanatory leaflet, and 
invited a number of assistants to come and see the catalogue to learn what happened to 
forms once they had reached us. The main fault that we have to find with the organisation 
of the new bibliographical services departments, that have been set up in most of the new 
boroughs, is that no senior assistant looks at the application forms after they have been 
filled in; if only this were done, such gems as "The National History Museum, South 
Kensington" and “Beowulf and the Finbury pavement" would never reach us, and surely 
some senior assistant would have detected something wrong with "Seminar capers of the 
American Indians at Indiana University' —- this turned out to be "Papers delivered at a 
Seminar on the Anthropology of the American Indian, held at the University of Indiana.” 

The amalgamations of the London Boroughs also affected the South Eastern Regional 
Library System, into whose area the outer London Beroughs come, but the experiences 
and methods of S.E.R.L.S. in dealing with these were very similar to those of the L.U.C. 
which have been described in some detail. The worst trouble experienced by S.E.R. was 


in the disappearance of Middlesex County, and the dispersal of the County Library stock”. * 


over a wide area. It was impossible to re-allocate the items in the Middlesex County- 
Library stock, and Harrow agreed to act as a distribution centre and forward requests to 
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the appropriate libraries. Middlesex County's commitments under the S.E.R.L.S. Subject 
Specialisation scheme were distributed between the six London Boroughs containing parts 
of the old county library area, (Hounslow, Hillingdon, Brent, Harrow, Barnet and Enfield) 
and also the two boroughs of Merton and Kingston-upon-Thames which had come out of 
the old Surrey area: Surrey having decided to keep all its subject specialisation commit- 
ments. Large parts_of Essex, Kent and Hertfordshire have also been lost to the new 
London Boroughs, but all these counties have agreed to keep up the whole of their subject 


specialisation commitments, 


INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS 


We are now in a position to give you 
more information about the proposed trip 
to Denmark this autumn. The AAL 
Council decided to try a study tour a little 
less ambitious this year and Denmark was 
the chosen venue. We have been in touch 
with the State Inspectorate of Public 
Libraries over there and they have sent us 
a most exciting itinerary. This is still 
subject to revision but the general scheme 
is this: 

5 full days in Copenhagen, across to- 
wards Jutland spending a night in Odense 
and then two nights in Silkeborg and two 
in Aarhus taking 12 days in all. Travel 
will be by the short sea route and train 
couchette going: via Rodby and returning 
via Padborg. The dates are Saturday, 3 
September to Thursday, 15 September 
arriving back in London in time for out- 
london members to get home the same 
day. 

We are doing the arrangements our- 
selves, which means that we cannot yet 
give you a definite cost but we think it 
will be nearer £40 than £50. Visits will 
include all the important libraries it is 
possible to see in the time as well as good 
free time in Copenhagen. Travel within 
Denmark will be by coach, which should 
enable us to see a fair amount of the 
country too. Liaison with Danish Lib- 
rarians will certainly be better than we 
found it in Russia! 


Response from members has been very 
encouraging but if you are interested and 
have not yet written to us, please do so as 
soon as possible, to Peter Davis, 65c, Bel- 
size Park Gardens, London, N.W.3, who 
has been nominated leader of the tour. 


Russia - 


Those who went to Russia with the 
AAL last year will be pleased to know 


that we have had a reply from Madam 
Chagina of Leningrad Library School 
hoping that some ob the students will be 
able to take advantage of our invitation to 
visit us in return. No more details are 
available yet but it seems that there is 
hope. Some of you may remember Julia 
Svabova, our interpreter at the Hotel Pariz 
in Prague. Due to the combined good 
offices of some of our group, she hopes to 
be in London this summer for a few weeks. 
Even though Julia is not a librarian I think 
it is a step in the right direction that we 
bave been able to help someone to pay us 
a return visit. 


And Next Year? 


This is very much a dream at the 
moment but letters are passing between 
London and Tanzania and there is the 
possibility that our next trip will be to 
East Africa! We are working to an all-in 
price of £150, give or take £5, for 3 weeks, 
and the time will probably be June 1967. 
We must have over 100 people to make 
the charter flight viable. In order to gauge 


.the response to the scheme, please would 


interested parties contact Miss S. A. 
Wilson, Secretary, International Relations 
Committee, A.A.L., Flat 43, 5 and 7 Bel. 
size Grove, London, N.W.3. 


x 


AFRICA 


Librarians in this country who are con- 
sidering working in África have the oppor- 
tunity of having a preview of the country 
by joining the A.A.L. Tour in 1967. If you 
can't wait that long, or have other parts of 
Africa in mind than East, you could con- 
tact the Africa & Overseas Press Agency 
Limited, 122 Shaftesbury Avenue, London, 
W.1, who have been asked to recruit a 
librarian to work in Nigeria, and who may 
hear of other vacancies from time to time. 
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YOUR LETTERS 


L.A. SUBSCRIPTIONS 


After only a few years since the last 
increase, the Library Association Council 
are hoping to raise our subscriptions once 
again. The reasons for the new increases 
will, no doubt, be given as rising costs and 
increased expenditure. The proposed steep 
rises, however, are very largely due to 
financial mismanagement by «the Council 
and its Committees who have failed to see 
the financial implications of their policies, 
particularly in the fields of education and 
publishing. 

If this disregard of practicalities con- 
tinues we will be asked to contribute even 
more money in a few years time, unless the 
membership shows its disapproval. Any 
increase in subscriptions must be approved 
at the Annual General Meeting which will 
be held in the Guildhall, London on Satur- 
day, 14th May, 1966 at 3 p.m., and J hope 
that this matter will encourage a large 
proportion of the membership to attend 
and show their opposition to the Council's 
proposals by voting against any increase in 
subscriptions. 

PETER A. THOMAS. 


MERSEY BEATEN? 
. the set gray life and apathetic 


ta 


end,” or so it may well seem to some, 


when after all nominations for election to 
the Division had been made, five places 
still remain unfilled on the Committee. 
What a weary state of affairs for a 
Division as large as Liverpool & District 
when immediately prior to the election the 
Chairman has to make an impassioned plea 
for nominations when all the normal 


channels (circulars, letters to Chief Lib-. 


rarians, etc.) had proved unfruitful. 

The A.A.L. is alleged to be the group 
filled with supposed active young lib- 
rarians, the new blood which should 
invigorate the growing body of librarian- 
ship, but it appears that the members are 
prepared to pay (with some protest) their 
subs. and stay at home when any effort is 
called for or meetings are held. The 
A.G.M. in particular is one which- could 
attract motions to control the policy of 
this important group, but this year there 
were none put forward, one doubts the 
existence of active membership. One chief 
librarian remarked at the appalling lack 
of interest and reflected on the more lively 
A.G.M.’s he had attended. 

Is this situation common throughout the 
Divisions and are we all apathetic drones 
with no interest in what is going on inside 
the hive? To quote out of context but two 
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exhortations of this age, why don’t we 
“belt up” with the moans about lack of 
action and “get our finger out” and do 
something about it? 

NEVILLE V. WOOD, Student, Liverpool 
School of Librarianship. 


NEW LIFE AT MANCHESTER 


The Ex-Students Association of the 
Manchester School of Librarianship is, we 
hope, being given a fresh lease of life. Any 
ex-student of Manchester, full-time or part- 
time, who is interested in joining the 
Association and has not already contacted 
us, should write to the Hon. Secretary, 
Society of Student Librarians, Department 
of Librarianship, College of Commerce. 
103 Princess Street, Manchester 1. 

Details required are dates when they 
attended the School, present position if 
any, an address to which correspondence 
may be sent, and whether or not they 
would be prepared to attend an inaugural 
Dinner-Dance in September/October 1966. 
Mrs. D. M. PORTER, Hon. Secretary, 
Society of Student Librarians. 


A MAJOR PREDICAMENT 


“Tropic of Cancer” — may I recap? 
Mr. Verrall stated that "one may on no 
account borrow [this book} from most of 
our public libraries.” He now admits that 
the statement was based on experience of 
two libraries only. 

That was the only point I wished to 
establish. I don't know the national 
position either, but I don’t pretend to. Of 
course readers can borrow the bock in 
Leeds: I row this. I only think ‘that this 
applies to most other English public 
libraries. 

GODFREY THOMPSON, FLA. City 


. Librarian, Leeds. 


STUDENT LIBRARIANS 


My first reaction on seeing the letter 
from Mr. Armsby and Mrs. Porter 
(February Assistant), referring to “The 
usual amount of misinformation accom- 
panying the name of Melvyn Barnes,” was 
a deep satisfaction —- recognition at last! 
No-one likes to achieve recognition for 
the wrong reasons, however, so I should 
like if possible to exonerate myself. 

First of all, in the debate of any contro- 
versial issue there is very rarely one side 
which is right and one which is wrong. 
So the above mentioned correspondents 
would do well to accept that whereas they 
think I write a load of old rubbish andam 
an ill-informed cretin, I happen to think : 
Im OK. and there are possibly a few ` 
others who consider my views not un- 
reasonable. Disagree by all means, but 


please don't descend in your moment of 
anger to personal abuse — after all, you 
are supposed to be building up the 
A.A.L.’s respect for students and this isn't 
the way to do it. 

So much for the advice. Now for the 
reply. I am glad that Mr. Armsby and Mrs. 
Porter do not seem to mourn the demise of 
the original Association of Student Lib- 
rarians — I did, surprisingly enough, know 
that it died, but I was rather under the 
impression that a band of students were 
frenziedly giving the kiss of life to it 
rather than accepting the inevitable and 
resigning themselves to their studies. If 
this was a misapprehension, it was hardly 
my fault; perhaps we will be better 
informed about student activities after 
their recent course on Communications. I 
am also glad that they agree with me that 
an Association of Student Librarians is 
impracticable. As for adequately catering 
for students” needs, we must welcome the 
recent resolution of the A.A.L. Council. So 
we're all in agreement, and there was no 
need for their personal attack after all. 

To turn to Mr. Cooper's comment in the 
same issue, my mention of the word 
“Communist” stems from having heard 
one of the originators of the A.S.L. speak- 
ing on its aims. I apologise. I made an 


unfortunate choice of words. "Bolshevik" 
was what I meant. 

Finally, could I ask either Mr. Armsby 
or Mrs. Porter to throw some light on their 
distasteful opening shaft. It embodies 
criticism of something 1 have said pre- 
viously, and I should be pleased to discuss 
it with them. But not in the pages of the 
Assistant Librarian, let us make way fos 
less personal and more responsible 
contributions. 

MELVYN BARNES, A.LA. Admini- 
strative Officer, The Manchester Public 
Libraries. 


MANAGEMENT SERVICES 


Mr. R. E. Griffiths, Secretary of the 
Local Authorities’ Conditions of Service 
Advisory Board, 41 Belgrave Square, Lon- 
don, S.W.1., writes that the Report on 
the Harrogate Conference, "Management 
Services in Local Government” is at present 
with the printers. The price will probabl 
be 25s. per copy. i 

Many requests for copies of the Confer- 
ence Handbook, which was prepared for 
distribution to delegates attending, were 
received following the appearance of the 
brief notice of the Conference Handbook 
in the January Assistant Librarian, 


THE 
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REVIEWS 


LIBRARIES AND MARRIAGE 


LAYZELL WARD, Patricia. Women and 
librarianship. Library Association, 1966. 
lás. (10s. 6d. to members). (L.A. Pam- 
phlet series No. 25) 


This investigation was carried out under 


the sponsorship of the Library Research 


committee of the Library Association and 
the N.W. Polytechnic School of Librarian- 
ship from Sept. 1963 — June 1964. 
Questionnaires were sent to various lady 
members and past-members of the Library 
Association both married and single. 

To begin with the title seems not quite 
right as, although single women are men- 
tioned, the report is mainly concerned with 
Married Women and Librarianship. There 
is a profusion of tables demonstrating 
facts, some of which do not seem entirely 
relevant, e.g. Subjects of degrees held. by 


graduates in a sample of library school ' 


students. 

The pattern which emerges reflects the 
general attitude to married women working 
as the fact that is important is not that they 
are librarians but that they are married. 
There are in existence two studies of 
Married Women Working both of which 
demonstrate the factors found by Mrs. 
Layzell Ward to affect their employment, 
i.e. care of children and domestic help. 

The recommendations are reasonable 
particularly that married women not work- 
ing should be included in local professional 
activity if they wish. Part-time work for 
married women undoubtedly poses prob- 
lems but none which cannot be overcome. 
Women who have already worked in a 
library are not likely to apply for a job 
which is beyond their capacity and they 
will know what is involved in the job. 
Could this be the reason for their reluc- 
tance to return to library work? 





Whilst agreeing with the recommenda- 
tions and conclusions it seems to me that 
many of them were self-evident and that 
much of this work has been unnecessary 
and has taken rather a long time. The price 
is rather high and not calculated to cause 
many people to buy it. Two of the recom- 
mendations, that an employment register 
for married women should be kept by the 
Library Association and that refresher 
courses be held for married women, have 
already been implemented. 

Mrs. M. R. JORDAN, Bromley Public 
Libraries. 


ACCESS OF ENTHUSIASM 


MARCH, Ivan: Running a record library. 
Long Playing Record Library, 1965. 21s. 
189p., illus. 


Mr. March is a substantial figure in the 
ramophone record world and his new 
Book will be welcomed particularly by 
those planning or starting record libraries. 

His chapters cover selection, purchase 
and cataloguing of stock, equipment, 
damage policy and record faults, staff 
training, finance and discography, as well 
as touching on the provision of tapes and 
stereo discs. Very valuable basic stock lists 
are included (taking in jazz and the spoken 
word) with items starred that are likely to 
be in heavy demand. 

The author quite naturally puts a strong 
case for his own Long-Playing Record 
Library Catalogue Card service and for the 
specialist library supplier. There is much 
to be satid however for unit catalogue 
entries in sheaf binders: more items can 
be accommodated more clearly than on 
cards or visible indexes. (Branch stocks 
and loan collections are not dealt with.) 
And no mention is made of the leading 
London retailers specialising in rare, 
second-hand and imported labels. 

Mr. March advocates complete open 
access as the only policy for the future: in 
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actual fact at present only one third cf the 
authorities operating record departments 
do so on this basis. Several large Lcndon 
Boroughs compare open access standards 
unfavourably with their own sleeve 
display/rigid inspection methods. And few 
practising record librarians could afford to 
withdraw all records suffering even minor 
damage, as the author suggests. 

These controversies apart, the book can 
be warmly recommended to all connected 
with record administration. It is probably 
now the best complete treatment of the 
subject, is very readable, has some useful 
illustrations of accessories and is obviously 
the fruit of long and detailed experience 
in this field. 

DAVID MUNRO, A.LA, Music Lib- 
rarian, London Borough of Bromley. 


COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


BRANSCOMB, Harvie. Teaching with 
books: a study of college libraries. 
(Shoe String Press; London, Bailey 
Bros, & Swinfen, 1964). 54s. 


This book was first published in 1940, 
the result of a year’s study of American 
college libraries undertaken in 1937 for 
the Association of American Colleges. 
The thought immediately occurs——‘“was 
it desirable to reprint it?". The short 
answer is “yes”, It is always refreshing 
to hear the basic truths of oolege 
librarianship. ` 

The purpose of the book is to study 
the library for its educational effective- 
ness rather than its administrative 
efficiency and is not intended primarily 
for librarians; it could be read with 
profit also by Principals, Vice-Ohancel- 
lors, academic staff and others. It rep- 
resents a plea for having the college 
library considered as a workshop for 
users trained to find out for themselves, 
rather than a mere repository for so 
many thousands of neatly marshalled 
volumes with little or no regard to their 
ultimate use by students. Students can 
always be fed with sustenance in the 
ee of lecture notes, handouts and the 

e. 

Those of us who are bogged down in 
routine procedures will appreciate the 
author’s comment that too much atten- 
tion may be given to the paraphernalia 
of ‘ acquisition and processing rather 
than concentrating attention on study- 
ing fhe needs and the use of books by 
ses. Much of the statistica] infor- 

ation suffers by being out-dated and 
probably bears little practical relevance 
to present-day usage. 

There are useful sections on why 
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students generally make little use of 
library facilities—even when they are 
reasonably satisfactory and readily 
accessible, The educational proficiency 
of the library suffers by being regarded 
usually as an ancillary service rather 
than an integral part of the educative 
process. The important link, the author 
says, is in the nature of the teaching 
programme, When too great an emphasis 
is placed upon prescribed and recom- 
mended reading and formal lecture notes, 


then librarians will be little more than ' 


dispensers of textbooks. Libraries will 
be heavily used only when books be- 
come major instruments by which the 
educational process is carried on. 

On libranans, preference is given to 
the "scholar" over .the professional 
"technician", but this has been argued 
about for many years. Many will object 
to the view that a graduate can acquire 


his “technical training" either by atten- 


dance at library school or by study of 
the literature allied to practical experi- 
ence, So much for professional status in 
1940. Has it improved much since then? 
Whilst bearing in mind the different 
circumstances attending American col- 
lege libraries, this book is wonth reading. 
It is well produced although, at 54s. 
may be beyond the pockets of students, 

E. WISE, Librarian, Rutherford College 
of Technology, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 


SMITH, D. L. and BAXTER, E. G. 
College library administration: in 
colleges of technology, art, commerce 
and further education. London, Ox- 
ford University Press. 1965. 35s. 


In the preface of this book the authors 
declare “It is not the purpose of this 
book to provide a compendium of every- 
thing a college librarian needs to know. 
Rather it is a collection of the ideas and 
information which have seemed most 
useful to the authors", Previously infor- 
mation on librarianship in colleges has 
‘only been found in comparatively rare 
articles in professional periodicals so 
such a book as this is valuable as a 
pioneer work, . 

The.chapter headings are comprehen- 
sive covering: purpose and scope, plan- 
ning and equipment, staff, finance and 
general administration, book selection, 
acquisition and recording, periodicals 
and other material, readers” services, 
promotion of library use, and inter- 
library co-operation. 

From this list can be seen that the 
authors at least touch upon most as- 
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pects of college library work. Probably 
one of the most useful services which 
the book offers is to emphasise the great 
variety of work in a college library 
which, apart from providing the greatest 
attraction for librarians, means that it is 
impossible to be dogmatic about any 
aspect. The only thing which most 
colleges have in common is that they 
are some kind of educational -establish-. 
ment. There is such a wide variety of 
staff, students, subjects and routine that. 
it would be impossible to draw up a 
plan of organization which would suit 
everyone, Instead the authors pass on 
such items of basic routine which they 
have found to be generally acceptable 
while rightly laying emphasis on the 
fact that building up a successful re- 
lationship between the library ànd the 


' rest of the college is the fundamental 


requirement for carrying on useful 


service, 


For librarians coming fresh from 
library school or public libraries this 
work offers broad advice which will help 
them to adapt themselves to the world 
of libraries in education. For librarians 


“who have been in colleges for some 


time it is thought provoking and may 
bring them to reconsider some points of 
the service they offer. 
At the end of the book there is a list 
of references which enables the reader 
to trace further information on librartes 


. in colleges and also reveals how short 


the history of the subject really is. How- 
ever this book is to be recommended to 
all praoticing and prospective college 
librarians not merely because there is a . 
dearth of material on the subject but 
because it reflects the enthusiasm which . 
the authors bring to their work and 
demonstrates how useful and stimulatin g 
the work of a college librarian can.be 
while not being afraid to admit that like 
all branches of librarianship it can be 
wearing and frustrating. : 
Mrs. N. M. WILSON,-Monkwearmouth 
College of Further Education. 


Education Supplement 


Publication is expected in June. 


Copy Date 


The copy date for May is 5th TW 
the Editor cannot guarantee that copy re- 


ceived by that date can be included in the 
May issue. 
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Librarian soss “wo 


IT'S ALL BEEN SAID BEFORE 


The Assistant is described as. the “oficial journal” of the A.A.L. and once again it 
lives up to that description in an issue which is ‘mostly taken up with official business. To 
those who do not care for such formal fare we offer our apologies, but suggest that it is 
worth reading, even if, to quote from a television programme which will be sadly missed, ' 
“It's all been said before". 

Better still, come along to the A.G.M. on 23rd June and hear Jean Plaister's Presidential 
Address. You can meet people and ask questions—and not have to wait two months for 
an answer! (If you have to pay your own way, tell your employer what they do in 
Canada—see Joyce Taylor's article on page 104). 


TRANSITIONAL STUDENTS 


At its April meeting Council considered the position of transitional students in the 
"pipe-line," i.e. students who, on the 1st January 1964, had passed at least one paper 
of the Registration Examination. It was felt that there must be a number of such people 
who have now passed the part I Examination but who are finding difficulty in preparing 
themselves for the part II. | 
To assist any such members who may still be in the "pipe-line" and in need of help, they 
are invited to send details of their circumstences, case histories, etc., why they have been 
unable to complete part II so far and whether they wish to study to complete part II to 
the Honorary Education Officer: Mr. D. G. Dine, A.L.À., County Branch Library, Test- 
wood Lane, Totton, Southampton, by the 18th June so that further consideration of such 
student needs and proposals to help them may be considered at the next meeting of the 
Education Committee. It must be emphasised that this appeal can only be directed to 
students who had passed at least one part of Registration on the 1st January 1964, 





PART-TIME UNIVERSITY TUITION 
BIRKBECK COLLEGE 
(University of London) 


Part-time (evening) degrec courses provided for Internal Students in the Faculties of Arts 
and Science. 

Facilities also provided for full-time and part-time students reading for 

(i) Research degrees in Arts ard Science. 

GD M.Phil. in Occupational Psychology by thesis and examination. 

(id M.A. and M.Sc. by examination in 


French Philosophy Mycology 
Geography Computer Science ` Nuclear Physics 
German Crystallcgrapny Statistics 
Manpower Studies Mathematics Zoology 


(iv) Academic Postgraduate Diplema in Mathematics, 
A limited number of Science Research Council Research Studentships and Advanced 
Course Studenships will be available i3 the coming session 
un Applications for admission in the session 1966-67 should be made before 1 June. Pamphlet 
ye ee form E SDPICRHOR may be obtained from the Registrar, Birkbeck College, Malet Street, 
ndon, "oils 
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ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS - 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ~— 


‘To be held at the Holborn Cer ral Library, Theobalds Road, London W.C.1 at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, 23rd June, 1966. i 
AGENDA . 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting held at the Towa Hall, Middlesborough. on 

Wednesday, 30th June, 1965. 

2. To receive the Annual Report of the Council, ‘deadline the Annual Financial State- 
ment of the Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Auditors for the year ended at 
December, 1965. 

3. The retiring President (1965), T. M.. Featherstone, F.L.A., will formally hand over 

. the ‘office of President to Miss J. M. Plaister, BSc. (Econ.), F.L.A. 

4. To consider the following motion from the Council: 

That the following Rules of the General Rules:of the Association be amended to 

read as shown: 

1. NAME 

` The Association shall be called the Association of Assistant Librarians (Group o of 

the Library Association), and is hereinafter referred to as “The Association." 

2. OBJECTS 

-The objects of the Association shall be to promote the professional and social 
“interests of Assistant and Student Librarians in all branches of the profession. This 
shall include the following: the integration of professional assistants and students 
into a united profession; the provision of a forum for self-expression through 
Divisional meetings, publication of a journal and of Divisional newsletters; training 

: in Divisional and Council service; the provision of residential courses and educational 

meetings; visits abroad; the publication of textbooks, bibliographical tools and other 

aids to study; the promotion of research and of good standards of employment. 

3. - MEMBERS 
(b) Application for membership shall bé made upon the prescribed Library 

Association form or, in the:case of persons being already personal members of the 

Library Association, by letter. 

New rule to be numbered 3(c) 
Only those persons being paid-up members of the iseda on Ist July in any 
one year shall be eligible to vote, or stand for election as candidates, in an election 
held during that year. 

(c) — to be renumbered 3(d) | 
The Council ‘shall investigate any complaint of any action taken by a member 
contrary to the aims, objects and interests of the Association. The member shall have 
the right of being © heard at such investigation or of submitting an explanation in 
writing. Notice of: such complaint and investigation shall be sent by registered post 

to the last registered address of the member concerned at least one month before the 

date of such investigation. The Council may, in its absolute discretion, recommend to 
the Annual General Meeting the reprimand, suspension or expulsion ‘of the member 
concerned and the action of the Annual General Meeting shall be final and binding 
on the membér concerned. The Annual General Meeting may, in its absolute dis-. 
cretion, decide to publish its decision. 

(d) — to be re-numbered 3 (e) 

4. MANAGEMENT ' - l 

. (a) The affairs of the Association shall be managed by a Council constitüted as 

hereinafter provided, in accordance with these Rules. Matters not provided for in the. 

Rules shall be dealt with in such manner as the Council shall deem expedient. . 

(b) Report — The Council shall prepare an annual report of its proceedings and . 
of the activities of the Association generally for submission to the Annual General 
Meeting. Such report shall be circulated to all members. not less than ten days before 
the Annual General Meeting. ` IP 

New Rule — to be numbered 4(c) ETE S 
The Council may ascertain by. post the views of the membership on any matter. e 
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Idiomatic} Expressions in, ¿MHalian, 
(M. Crisp. 15s." 


Y. M 


- Statistics for Business »- 
L. J. Holman | 225; éd. mets 


Elementary. Plumbing: 
(A “McCreary 20s.. net 


. Advanced Electrical Engineering 
A. H. Morton. 65s. net. 


Company Law. . E QU 
. Kenneth. Smith and Denis J. Keenan, 30s. net 


‘Industrial Skills | | 
W: -Douglas Seymour 50s. ° net 
Oil Painting, for the Beginner | 
F, Taubes 35s. met * 


Oil Painting Step- by-Step E 
, À. L. Guptill 42s, net 


- Historic Hairdressing 
Joyce Asser 25s. net. 


"The Silicon Gàte "Controlled Switch 
G. J. 'Pridham- 12s. 6d. net- 


Thermal Efficiency and Power Production 
K. Fenton 40s. net : 


Production ' Control in Practice | | 
. K. G. Lockyer ` 27s. 6d, net”. 


The Use of Mathematics i in , the Electrical diiy "us 
M. R. Scott, A. Brooks, A. W. Lee ‘and H. B. Ramsay ` 30s. net ` 


Science for Mechanical Engineering Technicians. PE 
E A. Evans. 9s. net 
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_ 5. - FINANCE 


(a) Subscriptions — Menibers being persona] members of the Library OOR 


shall. pay no subscriptions to the Association. 
(c) Councillors and Representatives expenses — Members of the Council attending 
meetings of the Council or of its Committees may claim from the Honorary Treasurer 


. of the Association the cost of their second class rail fare to and from the place of 


meeting and such other expenses as may be deemed expedient. Members attending 
meetings and conferences as representatives of the Council may receive a travelling 
and. subsistence allowance from the Honorary Treasurer of the Association in accor- 


dance with a scale approved by the Council. The Honorary Treasurer shall pay such ` 


clerical expenses to officers as the Council may from time to time determine. 


(d) Financial Report — The Honorary Treasurer of the Association shall prepare 


and submit on behalf of the Council an audited statement -of the finances of the 


t 


Association to the Annual General Meeting. Such statement to be circulated to all i 


members at least ten days prior to the Annual General Meeting. 

(f) Divisional Financial Reports —— Every Divisional Honorary Treasurer shail 
transmit to the Honorary Treasurer of the Association an audited statement of the 
finances of the Division for submission to the Council. Such statement to be sent to 
the Honorary Treasurer of the Association before 15th February in any one year. 
6. OFFICERS AND COUNCIL 

(a) The Officers of the Association shall hold office for one year and shall consist 
of a President, Vice-President, Immediate Past President, Honorary Secretary, 
Honorary Treasurer and Honorary; Editor. The Vice-President shall succeed the 
President: and shall be a member of the Association nominated and elected by the 
Council. The Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Editor shall be 
elected by ballot of the Association. 

'(b) Council — The Council of the Association shall consist of the Officers of the 
Association, representatives of the Divisions and six members elected nationally by 


_ ballot of the members of the Association. The Council shall have power to co-opt. 


The Council ‘shall take office on Ist January. in each year and shall meet at least four 


times during the year. 


(d) Nominations — Nominations of members to fill the elective offices and sea:s 
on the Council must be made by two or more members of the Association, counter- 
signed by the nominee, and submitted in writing to the Returning Officer not later 
than 15th September in any one year. A notice to this effect must appear in the 
officia] journal not later than 1st September in each year. 

7. MEETINGS - 
. (a) There shall be an Annual Meeting of the Association fixed to take place before 


15th July in each year. Preliminary notice of the Annual Meeting shall be sent to | 


each member not less than six weeks before the date fixed. Notices of motion for this 
meeting must be submitted in writing to the Honorary Secretary of the Association 


' within fourteen days of the publication of such notice. 


New Rule — to be numbered 7(c) 

(c) Postal ballots — Items on the agenda for an Annual or Special Genéral Meeting 
shall be decided by ballot of the whole Association on the demand of one quarter of 
those present and voting at such meeting. A majority of two-thirds of those voting 
in a postal ballot shall be required to carry any maton referred to such ballot. 

8. DIVISIONS 

(o) Sub-Divisions — A Division or Divisions may form Sub-Divisions within 
their area for the purpose of holding meetings and local activities. A Sub -Divisicn 
shall be governed by the Rules of the Division(s) and of the Association. i 
9. MISCELLANEOUS 

(b) Delete 


The Association shall maintain a library of professional literature, which shall be 


governed by such rules as the Council may from time to time determine. 


(0) — to be re-numbered 9(b) 


10. DEFINITIONS 
- (b) Member — A personal member of the Library Association who has complied 
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We have pleasure in announcing that we are now the sole distributors 
- for this Instrument 








The Woolston Stylus was the 
original—lt still leads the field. 


SAFETY: A primary consideration. 
Transformer feed is employed and 


isolates the element from the mains. - 


PERFORMANCE: Superb — A well 
balanced instrument that does not 
overheat and cause discomfort to the 
fingers. 
AFTER SALES SERVIGE: However 
good a product may be, there comes 
a time when service is required-— 
Ours is first rate.. 





Full details from: 


B.G.U. (NOTTINGHAM) LTD. 
184, ALFRETON ROAD, NOTTINGHAM 


FOR LIBRARY USE 







FALKIRK. 
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‘vith Rule 3(b). (N.B.—It is impossible under this Rule and Rule 10(a) for a personal | 
member of the Library Association to claim membership if the subscription to the 
Library Association has not been paid. Annual subscriptions to the Library Association, ' 
are due on Ist January each year. If by 30th June,in any year this subscription has 
not been paid the defaulter will forthwith be suspended from membership of the 

- Library Association. and such suspension shall automatically suspend the member 

from .membership of the Association of Assistant Librarians. If the subscription be 
paid after 30th June but before 1st October, the rights and privileges of membership 
shall be restored except that such member may not vote in the annual election of the, 
Council held in that year, nor in any election of a Divisional Committee, and 'the 
member shall not be entitled to receive back numbers of the official journal or of any 
Divisional newsletter. If the subscription remains unpaid by Ist October the defaulter 
may be removed from membership of the Association.) 

5. To nominate and elect two Honorary Auditors who, in accordance with Rule 5(bY 
may not be members of the Council. 

6. Any,other business. 

A copy of Tbe Assistant. Librarian for May, 1966 should be brought to the meeting. 
Full details of the proposed amendments to the General Rules, together with the text of 
- the existing Rules, appeared in The Assistant Librariap for March, 1966. 

The Presidential Address by Miss J. M. id B.Sc.(Econ.), T. L.A. will follow the 
Annual General Meeting. 


PROGRAMME $i 


For the afternoon of 23rd June, prior to the A.G.M., the following alternative visits - 
have been arranged for members who care to join them. 
(1) British Museum Library. 
(2) British National Bibliography. 
Meet in the entrance hall of the British Museum at 2.30 p.m. 
(3) National Central Library. 
Meet in the foyer of the N.C.L., Store Street, W.C.1., at 2.30 p.m. 
Will members who wish to join these visits please write, giving numbers, to Miss M. 
A. Le Sueur, A.L.A., Programme Secretary, South East Division, A. aus Central Library. 
Phillimore Walk, IDEA, London, W.8. 


ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 
(Group of the Library Association) 


70th ANNUAL REPORT 


for the year ending 31st December, 1965. ` 3 


1965 was, after the innovations of previous years, a quiet and yet in many ways fruttful 
year. The changes within the profession continued to play a- leading part in Council's 
discussions and much thought was given to the membership implications of the new 
syllabus. 

Early in the year, with this in mind, Council adopted a resolution calling on the Library 
Association Council to institute machinery for the registration of students. So far, how- 
ever, this resolution has made little headway in the Council of our parent Association. 
The question of the place of students within the profession is clearly of crucial importance 
in this context. At its last meeting of the year the Council devoted a great deal of time to 
the discussion of the question. As a result a meeting was held between representatives . 
of the students and of the A.A.L. The meeting was most successful and it is hoped that 
in future the students will, through the A.A.L., participate more fully in professional 
affairs. 
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The Past Beiden J. Hoe F:L.A., was one of two Library Association representatives 
on the Staff Side of the National Joint Council during the negotiations which led to the 
. successful conclusion of the A.P.T. III Award in January. Council had mixed feelings 
aboüt the Award and finally adopted a, resolution which, whilst accepting the award, 
expressed our disappoiritment at the creation of two classes of Associate. 

Financially the most significant factor has been the great increase in advertising revenue 
from the Assistant Librarian which has been secured by the tireless efforts of our Adver- 
tising Manager, Mr. I. Wilkes, A.L.A. Receipts for the year amounted to £1,273, and the 
thanks of the Association are due to Mr. Wilkes for his hard and fruitful work. The 
A.A.L., in. order to ease the financial difficulties of the parent Association, were able to 
defer calling on the second instalment of our capitation until early in 1966. 
`” The Weekend School was held in Bangor, Northern Ireland. This was the first time 
that the School had been held "across the water," and there were some misgivings as to 
the effect the travel might have on the attendance. In the event, however, these proved 
quite unfounded and the School was an unqualified success, the attendance of a consider- 
able ‘number of students being especially encouraging. The theme of the School was 

"Brass Tacks,” and under this title, efter an introductory paper by Mr. I. Ee F.L.A., 
the aims and purposes of librarianship were discussed in groups led by Mr. . Casey, 
F.L.A.L, Mr. F. Hatt, A.L.A., and Mr. T. D. Wilson, F.L.A. 

At the four meetings of the Council held during the year the following gtesdafices 
were recorded : — " 

President: T. M. Featherstone, F.L.A., 4; Vice-President: Miss J. M. Plaister, B.Sc. 
(Econ), F.L.A., 4; Past President: J. Hovle, F.L.A.;, 4. 

National Councillors : Miss P. A. Trevett, F.L.A., 4; D. J. Bryant, F.L.A., 3: AH. 
Coles, F.L.A., 3; G. Crowther, F.L.A., 3; F. A. Milligan, M.A., F.L.A., 3; A. P. ' Shearman; 
F.L.A., 4; C. H. Williams, A.L.A., 2; T. D. Wilson, F.L.A., 4; N. W. Wood, F.L.A., 3. 
Divisional Representatives 

Bristol: P. F. Jackson, A.L.A.,.3; B, F. Thatcher, A.L.A., 2; East Midland: R. H. 
Venner, A.L.A., 3; C. C. Williams, ALA., 4; Eastern: E. D. Sayer, A.L.A., 4; Greater 
London : Miss s. M. Bugler, A.L.A., l; Miss J. Nicholson, F.L.A., 2; Miss S. A. Wilson, 
` A.L.A., 4; P. Davis, A.L.A., 3; D. Jones, F.L.A., 4; K. D. Staite, ALA. 1; P. Thomas; 
A.L.A., 3; Kent: R. H. Searle, A.L.A., 4; Liverpool: Miss S. M. Pinches, A.L.A. 3; 
Miss M. E. Ehrhardt, B.A., A.L.A., 3; P. J. Ainscough, A.L.A., 1; Manchester: Miss j. 
M. Ayton, B.A., A.L.A., 2; P. W. Lea, A.L.A., 1; J. D. Lee, F.L.A., 4; North Eastern : 
P. F. Byrne, A.L.A., 4; C. Ferguson, A.L.A., 2; J. B. Moore, A.L.A., 1; D. J. Johnston, 
B.A., A.L.A., 1; North Wales: H. Roberts, 4; Northern Ireland: J. Francis, F.L.A., 4; 
Scotland: Miss A. M. Sutherland, A.L.A., 1; F. J. Guthrie, A.L.A., 2; A. G. D. White, . 
A.L.À. 4; South. Wales: ' B. Jones, A.L.A., 2; D. J. Thomas, A.L.A., 1; Sussex and 
Surrey: Miss P. M. St. J. Brewer, A.L.A., 2; T. D. F. Barnard, A.L.A., 2; Wessex: 
D. G. Dine, A.L.A., 4; West Midland: Miss B. E. Grove-White, M.A., A.L.A., 2; R. J.. 
Edwards, F.L.A., 1; G. R. Ball, F.L.A., 2; J. C. Haywodd, F.L.A., 4; Yorkshire: Miss P. . 
Hodgson, A.L.A., 2; Mrs. B. Hoyle, A.L.A., 1; G. Hare, A.L.A., 4. 

Co-opted members: P. G. New, B.A., F.L.A., 1; R. S. Walker, F.L.A., 2; I. Wilkes, 
F.L.A., 1 

Honorary Officers: Hon. Treasurer, 4; Hon. Editor, 4; Hon, Publications ‘Officer, 4; 
Hon. Education & Sales Officer, 4; Hon. Membership Officer, 4: Hon. Conference Secre- 
tary, 4; Assistant Sales-Officer, 1; Hon. Secretary, 4. 

At the Annual General Meeting ir June a motion from the Council was carried by the 


necessary two-thirds majority which amended the Rules to reduce the number of National * : 


Councillors from nine to six, and to zeduce also the number of Divisional Representatives. 
The effect of this will be to reduce the size of Council, on the 1965 membership figures, 
to 47 members. The same motion had the effect of bringing forward the closing date for l 
nominations for the Annual Election by one month. 


DIVISIONS 


The divisions are the strength of the Asscciation, and the Divisional Committee is the 
. vital link between the individual member and the Council. With the gradual disappearance 
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of Correspondence Courses, Divisional. activities are, for. most members nowadays, the’ 
most obvious manifestation of the -Association’s services. ' Ed - 
Activities in 1965 showed the usual diversity, and again Weekend Schools were an 
activity organised by a number of divisions. "Books abroad” was the theme of the Con- ' 
ference organised’ jointly by the ‘Eastern and East Midland Divisions, whilst G.L.D..had 
a similarly forward looking theme in "The reader centred library,".as was the Scottish 
Division's "Into the seventies." A successful conference in the Isle of Wight was 
organised by Wessex Division, and a One Day School on Management was organised by 
Sussex and Surrey which proved to be one of the highlights in this Division's first year. 
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G.L.D. have continued with their series of lecture courses, this year's course being built 
round the theme "Towards an integrated library service" — discussions on the many. 
facets of library co-operation. This idea has been emulated by Scotland, who have 
organised a series of special subject "Workshops" in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen. ' 

Two interesting surveys have been undertaken by divisions. Scotland, during the year, 
had their survey of Specialist Posts im Scottish Libraries published in full in The Library > 
Association. Record. This survey highlighted for the profession at large the highly unsatis- 
factory position which .still exists in Scotland. Eastern División are making a survey of 
the attitudes of librarians in the Division towards professional affairs. A questionnaire 
was sent to all librarians in the Division, and approximately 90 replies have so far been 

received and are being analysed. The results are awaited with interest. ' 

The staple diet of Divisional activities remains, however, the general meeting. These 
« . have again covered a wide variety of subjects, including a "Consumer survey” (Scotland), 
Computers (East Midland), School Libraries (South Wales), The Act, the Future, and You 
(Sussex and Surrey), and many others. One of the more interesting was the address given 
to the East Midland Division by Sir Charles Tennyson, grandson of the poet, who illus- 
trated his talk with some unique early cylinder recordings of Alfred Lord Tennyson 
reading passages from "The charge of the Light Brigade” and “Maud.” 

As is ‘customary the President, during his year of office, visited the divisions. These 
visits constitute a considerable burden on the President, but are most beneficial in main- - 
taining a contact between the Officers and the Divisions. Wherever he went the President's - 
visit was much appreciated and his stimulating ¡addresses re-charged the enthusiasm of 
the members. - | 

Visits within and without divisional boundaries have been organised by some divisions. , 
Bristol visited, on separate occasions, Winchester, Camden, and Bournemouth, and East 
Midland Oxford, whilst the Scottish Division visited a Computer manufacturing plant 

"and a gramophone recording studio and South Wales the B.P. Llandarcy Oil Refinery. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


Undoubtedly the high spot of the year was the visit by 77 members to Russia. This was 
a far,more involved undertaking than the tour of Ámerica, since in organising the trip to 
America we had the benefit of the work which was done for us in America by our personal 
contacts over there. In organising the trip to Russia we had to rely far more on ourselves 
and the success of thé-visit has encouraged the International Relations Committee to 
explore future possibilities for trips to Western Europe and further afield. 


EDUCATION 


Members may not be aware of the fact that, for many years, the A.A.L. has ‘supported 
its own library at Chaucer House: a library built up to meet the needs of students, mainly 
in textbook provision. In 1965 this library became completely absorbed into the library of' 
"the Library Association, the A.A-L. discontinuing its financial support and relinquishing ' 

its rights over the collection. 2 f i = 

In the field of formal education the year witnessed an eager demand “for-both new and 
old correspondence courses. So popular were the new List C courses that scores of students 
were at one time, turned away. Happily they were accommodated. later, as were all the 
. students taking advantage of the final courses for the Entrance Examination. It was, . 
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ubica decided to cr revision courses in 1967 lor those students equine: tuition | 
at Entrance level before this examination was discontinued. 

A.A.L. representatives attended all meetings of the A. B.L.S. Executive Commies held: ; 
during the year. Many of the matters discussed were purely domestic, but we were active . 
ón such topics as the central clearing house for the admission of students to library schools, ' 
the proposals ¿or C.N.A.A. courses, end the schools’ attitudes to Entrance candidates. 

On the publishing of. educational gids it was a year beginning with some useful reading 
lists in the Education Supplement, and ending with some disquiet over the Association's 
lack of policy in publishing for the new syllabus. Accordingly a joint sub-committee of - 
the Education and Publications Committees was set up to discuss this problem. A policy 
was produced which, if accepted by the Council, could result in the publication of more” 
books covering the lesser reaches of the new syllabus. j 

The year closed with the relinqaishment of the educational responsibilities of ihe 
Honorary Education and Sales Officer. After a decade in office Mr. Davey is retiring to 
the quieter fields of A.A.L. bookselling. For ten years Mr. Davey has held the reins of 
our educational policies and organisation, and during those years has deservedly enjoyed 
wide respect. The thanks of the Association are due to him for the hard work he has done. 


PUBLICATIONS l ; 
Two important works, An E tion to British Government Publications (J. G. Olé) 
and a completely re-written edition of A summary of Public Library Law (Hewitt) were 
published during the year. The former sold especially well, and at one time there was a. 
possibility that the Stationery Office bookshop might carry stocks. In the event this 
possibility failed to materialise, but che Stationery Office will be recommending our book 

as the best in its field, a considerable compliment. 

In the main, however, 1965 was a year of preparation for major publications scheduled 
for 1966. These include new editions of Seguels, Bibliography and the provision of books, 
and Junior Fiction Index; Fiction Index V and a much needed work on Mobile Library 
practice are also planned for 1966 and there are other works at a less advanced stage of 
préparation. 


THE 


` HOLT-JACKSON BOOK ahaa 
LIMITED 


e 
Public and County Library Booksellers 
: 


PRESTON ROAD 


LYTHAM 
LYTHAM ST. ANNES 


Telephone: Lytham 7464 
Telex: 67580 (HJBOOKCO LYTHAM) 


London Showrooms: 


89 BRITTON STREET, CLERKENWELL ROAD, E.C.1. 
Telephone: Clerkenwell 3250 





~ ee re 


























. - E T " =- ; "T. t A "E ' 
“w'n Ra A : at Ca. 2 : 4 7 A - n n s ` rt x I r2 ^ MO us E "e 7 * "T. + = i y LEN " ar EA r” T € E EA p a A - ' ee > n t 
Tan cw TAS uos : pi =r Lo” OE EL ^ 7 Nus in. AE ELS e vot 
=> . E 1 . k - a hu .. - E PE ES 
Pu z ceata Te Mr fv $350» monnqpsug - * de OMS UOI 4 du ELA x * sdis ay jó: :31 n pug [es - ERA or) X: ES Dm 
- ` 3 ` r - Sr A à zr » 3 € 
pu ps RE A waa Quer "P = -sanpáoy a me 6. pI BOL! g TUS DLL eee we T suonvor[qnd Jo aps" Tee Ec : e ae 
EN s. à A l g aw 
Ld o suoorqnd p. 3 Sunund oh, o 0, 7606 ^ 07^ 69 rU prenio gi nom Dag | 80925 3 , 24 
tn om o. X * ty BEN, +4 r 7^ a M 
Ss "p s > . : n: l ‘ SOS eg o : i um HN T 
"^ de a 7 3 a X A - * ES r t e z » ^^. 
- ena E E ee Sot z . 7 m : ` xt "EE ` Sa . A * 5 , 
mL. CH MEE - amupuo lg : , 2 e Ta AA a ouou] . dus 5 A x T UTC 
as : ae te : we F P Cu" O ; z od E Es ck . - a * , i: " 22.474 
>.: & - m -- - ns ¿ ta "LE er us - E " 5 > z mol foo ~ oe 
IM NO Ue | iNn090Y- SNOVÁ ORE xx CUL c RISE S 
f. EV Laeti 7 m a ^ WM o E ^r * + . ak A bir 07. - e a ss a * A A E sexe ron ct as 
" * o 5s * . Er e 4 . "YA pe * o. > » T^ *- a ae, E ^ “ox at 1075.7 
SA EE ^. 8 uu 3 pos “ f TM S E = Ta rid Lo : y ` Te. 0 q = ta - es wer a 
E * ) i zl , Lus y 2 t B “r d LT S Wo das cur : + > w - k ma 7 ~ "oy 2? > z vtm E e az - A + i E » + = “a n Demo poe a at 
Soe aes a a pe us A e pL. "EC EE an eol y 3 ^00 074 e net . oo. ae di ag a a AS + AA DUM M. 
de ¿e = Tx i - a = u = xj V yn A " MU «<< : bar ¢ et og = n aoe x Tx Po t E ^^ Way i» lke iy = 
+ oe nee sw " 1 y w oo ʻa’ " x a cT 3 h ah ` t « a Te k VIE EE HL . T T» one 
» LES, "e £4 TS dod E es TIME - Z kx + en ser qum rb s = a Rss - P um UE LL M NL C C 
, N .tc n " . -= , - E . r E ez A * 9 . - . g A - © a E + we s A 
: PONE as i or , ' "NES -x "E * Bes ae e ` ^ S em - ND EL ` Eu b 
t— 0 MM i $e, eee ae E Í E mn enu RE Za Pc a HE. Gas SE : DIE E. 
nee h 1 ‘J E : $ . x : 5i z d - 1x ` (t hd a Poe: h 
coc € VI,SIO . pP x s CMT , O A AME "aec 4n l a de SS te cut ZOZ E Uet ee T 
EL y, P5 ur - x7 es af E SPE S1087 dv et E OGL. Cop OM 
A - X E be 3 - i a “o - d edi f PAN 3 : 
» * du à adi es : a a - $ s 4 . * > í a - Ñ r t mM uh Ee 
ue * + es i S E, ... ssa 07 veo r».a » : O AT t 1 ^ i T nde y E E ^ x “E > v? X 
, dee rn T D : 9 + T à * at k T M nae H * in I s pn S. = 7 E . L : e + a à E Ey 3 . $ - . E . te i m t. 4 ore 
S Cd H z. ns 18, . tat E iac E i Roe aes nu» * Dp i l9 y 2 ^ - te y f i M ` . ded za N ? t rà €" : iN NM > x cs NU TH ds at 
“OSE oy Oe OE MEE 0 O la UM A Wc py d 
ET a i 7 pl ^ e di “fe * = aan x m + DM i bi PU M = "eon g ^. E 
6€ Ua n. S86 l ae ume Fee R sasuadxo 93U2193 00) | p. c *. s ECL A SEMIS TI. 
MM SN aS re ` Nu umm " Mar "ou sa ‘wun cota. T PRG TT Se ` ‘ “ . Ta no ‘ Eo 7 * ; . : S Shi te 4i 
m I A 0.- o> di a E : "E se - PAY. UIE. / , E EE $ (IN . zo . "D Las E z nae ES 2 ". y i t 3 - ? p 
4 a Mane E LE ` “ . " S . . Lys , A 4 x E 
YI en eÈ ea ce Arerqry UONEDOSS Y ees E Lemon s e eee A "a qM cR QM 
: UT c 7 Bete S : E ' N d. * - - . P re ` i 
E r — ^" T t - eee » . A E y . g 1 . e . 
IE € "Of 860€. y L 009 $350) uonnqusmq - E m ao PES hs an 
J uM - La ` ' s aoe ere t mt L 2. Z " " ` sx” ~ A 
5 C usos US i e Ber Eos l UM Sununq : ; (ON : E SO. 
woe E ` " 3 ` A b t ` = . v 
BUR. : o E i i UPLIPAQFT JUPISITTVA "m" > $3 - m a E . yi . [ "sh 
d t . zx m av" NI ei: ..a s »as,' - ' ^ - pe 3 V j Tor 
LRE z 6: 0 “662 re : : e uona " N S à : UAE a JE 
Oo T. I . - ë s - r x x : s * . : n —À E 
f9br: FQ- ST, ezz ` soTjmnyesg. tsosuadxa ', ,Jeoriapo. - “PITRIOUOH >>> oe ae A E ds ae ku. Cte 


M -t ` z z ; 


Lo 4 E 6 » i " EIL = tue " de El cae’, Spee sl pue 93e3s0d:. - z: i= : x — E "n AN » : os, & OF : Ren a Eo ^e 


4 


8 '-- 6% LE 06 Eg z Pe PO ARES - ÁJDUOTEIS Es DEE. “ts PE "Cre a ap Sursriapy” - «968 : NS ES a 
BE QERT ut ot SEST D ie ee on gg PT ue smgO Jugo, s | sj 7 toEISBO 0. T . suofdrosqüs ^ ECCE M 
XI D EE M ae 2 y est: e, CU QU JUAPISIIJ . ue ms AT NON ER E i upnmaqr] PUBIS pp > am a ou 
dcn d ee Ma ENT e. 0 BOTA -pue QUODISOIQ. - ..$ 8; s98. Un, tn nt v. spunger. MOL pnis . DNE XE 
a ge a " [gs 9I 181 N uU Ut segno 52 i Q. CI 19 oco oe I a CHINE. punyai s»us13u0). ^— -` ^ 
i = i E -4 A EBZ ^: aC ae punog . t 0 $1^5€6 v d mS Qe a ña Mi T0. ae ee ES m 
Ser ce ja rg : LS190]9Ó. E o t: PES ue i tae. uem sus. ghee S961 ZV ic stowe 2 ] ae 


EJ eum (Tiounoj. jo" astodag. meos Pc - juno»oe suonnqnd wo. p2i19JSUTEIT,- -GET inf 


a 
- 


XS suo] poe, mons JEUOTSIAIC * ^d. 9 31 3783 es ee TN AS eae Soned v2 are y oF ae 


- a & 
x . EIS A . (5, ‘ ^ in - ~ Fe * 
laca - . - T - ` 5 . « + g P - m) ; -à 
$ » “ E T 
ouo xa SR dalles da Ap 21402u] a; ae i 
i : 1 .cC' $t 2 t 4 = , x á | , 17 L dew = 
, ^s c € - E ^ H ! ret * 5 ^ 
` oa 7 = PE" erg : E 24 r , " . . Y t r -~ 
T 05 y 1 . No ^ E * ` = - " - - 
d b ^ " = tya t 2 4 - A * 4 a * 4 
Pad a ae ^77 1 XNDOOOY "TVHINSD,: | : C" VW 
, . - 5 > 
r ^ 1 y ee 4 “ — a . UC z + M * POS ^ "E id ` y ES a s 2 t t a PES ^ 
grs’ ` p. ^ * i PON y i ye, I " d P p 7 A 
=> 4 WO ndi eos B D , E id © - oe duh A 4 r hac x m D REST 
xb me t' u VA i “re É : out * S ae s d . + I, ! e : " T s Le" "u oo” 5 ox Un 
T : e 4 q a a PF VO Mon 
- . = o . + "ne T 
a + na. es eR s a4 ^ 5 ` 
ST. “isquissag! "sé Fipo- 189 Amp. 103, aimirptiodxo par, autodity 30: guourams. C RAP. CN NUT EE n 
- : r e : a 
- - ra - ` a OE a, Po 
: 1 > ` T i . a . ] , z à ra y * wa me - ` ee 4. 5 
, - P - $ > 
pie > * k i ^ s E EA Y ya qao 
; * M om P E vt PT ~ d a => ` 3 Eo z we 
* : ` ~ v £2 : : 
: P. !éNvnivuarr 1NVISISSV. 30: NOLLVIDOSS Y du A, tX RISE CLP: 
PER E 2y 7 gi uen T aS o uas ar RD TUR UENIT AUS X" 
a 7 ra w A " " $ A dá x INS A. 
+ ES Y fae Ae : . ^ & ders i - = ao + aw yt E 
y . T i iere E ; T. " “> 5 . 4 a x fe ^u ~ m " ES to? 2 
E " wh ve - i 3.4. m fy t - ee w^ a £o. + i: aa S * € E > tas, 5 é K . ^. ` i " E - t aoe + 
TAM. i JE, ~ Sr t ` md w 7 ro. Ta * E LLL NES it. Et as t Exo 5b ae c b -o99 E des hc sA TFs ts 
* 2 Pc t + } - Wa. -- z L t t + f. E . -. a * {w EN . E . > E + dm - de ee HMY D P "n - 7 SE pe 
4a fr. UT az. i r- F .. tee 7 pe E . - X à E * uuo i 2 E E ee PES MSN nt at. E noo. 4 
feos tele 8 Wc. MES Ld f ^ ^ 2594 š - re, I € " 7 M Po ml Bate tara CP $t " nor { -a ! 
`., & Š x. toe yo ee " A Whore x ^ = EET hu tr 4 l ug’ c hos 4 rM ^ . 2 v guo «m addo: OMe ee M 
Loa a * o1 a . 2m tose v 4 HR, was i 5.7 " 45 aaie LEN E ‘ alae O 
td PEL Ut en? M R , A ov e ^ A e y [3 EC VOR ` * " » i 4 c ... Lo 
Y y A NE f. O ieee Bove 54? - oci oix $04. A, Fyn o " ` E y MN p ` E aa h 
SL F 3 wu t UA Ie RORY PE LEE ^4 n rew ` UN > 2. ou ü t- MW 07 ws wt* = r w Es A prof 
E at - Qno 1 > A .. 1 fel Mun A ln n w-—— s^ “. DT 177 a 3; -eat A rta - a es . 4 





ASSOCIATION OF | 
(Group of th» 


The reduced prices in parentheses 
Áll prices incl 
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N. E. BINNS 


An Introduction to Historical Bibliography. 
2nd edition, 1963. Full cloth, many illustrations. 388p. 30s. (20s.) 


E. A, CLOUGH 


Bookbinding for Librarians. 
1957. Fully illustrated with half-tone plates and diagrams. 
204p. 30s. (20s.) 


E. V. CORBEIT 


The Public Library and its control. 
1962. Cloth. 143p. 18s. (12s.) 


G. B. COTTON & A. GLENCROSS 


Cumulated Fiction Index, 1945-1960. 
1961. Cloth. 552p. 80s. (60s.) 


J. CRANSHAW 


Cutting catalogue costs to- fifty per cent. 
Reprint Series. 10d. (8d.) 


A. R. HEWIIT 


A Summary of Public Library law. 
4th edition, 1965. 72p. 12s. (8s.) 


s. C. HOLLIDAY 


The Reader and the Bookish Manner. 
Illustrated by G. W. Harris. 3s. 9d. (2s. 9d.) 


R. JENKINS 


Paper-making in England, 1495. 1788. 
1958. Reprint Series. 32p. 4s. (3s.) 


TANT LIBRARIANS 


Association) 


embers of the Library Association. 
2 and packing. 


A. F. JOHNSON 


Practical cataloguing. 
1962. 116p. 15s. (10s.) 


J. G. OLLE 


An Introduction to British Government publications. 
1965. 128p. 18s. (12s.) 


W. H. PHILLIPS 


A Primer of Book Classification. 
Sth edition, 1961. 232p. 18s. 6d. (12s. 6d.) 


A. G. S. ENSER 


Filmed Books and Plays: Supplement 4, 1958-1960. 
1962. 66p. 15s. (10s.) 


W. CALDWELL 


An Introduction to County Library practice. 
2nd edition, 1964. 80p. 12s. 6d. (8s.) 


The following Guides to the 1950 Final Examination are still available: 


Part 1. Bibliography and book selection. 
2nd edition, 1959. 8s. 6d. (7s.) 


. Part 2. Library organization and administration with 2c Special 
Libraries and information bureaux. 
2nd edition, 1961. 8s. 6d. (7s.) 


Part 4c. Advanced classification and cataloguing. 
1956. 4s. 9d. (3s. $d.) 


Summer 1966 
Á new edition of F. M. Gardner's 


SEQUELS 


A completely revised and much enlarged 
edition of this famous reference book. 


* 248 pages. 
* Fully bound in first quality cloth. 


* Essential for every public library service point. 





Orders and Sales Enquiries 
to J. S. Davey, F.L.A., 49 Halstead Gardens, London, N.21. 


Other Publications Enquiries 


to G. Langley, B.A., F.L.A.. Central Library, College Green, 
Bristol 1. 


ORDER FORM 


Please supply the publications indicated in the margin of this list. 








am 
| ———— a member of the Library Association. 
. FOLD am not FOLD 
aU E E a ia E rial ii HERE 
ADDRESS Aubaea cas ara e ari a ee ad Can E 


MO O E » E 3 & 4 44 9 9€ € kt Y b o» $9 9 ? ^ o * Ro 9 9 cfow* Y o£ o£] 9 


J. S. DAVEY, F.L.A, 
Hon. Sales Officer, 


49, HALSTEAD GARDENS, 
LONDON, N.21. 





The address panel will fit into a “window” envelope 
if the leaflet is folded at the marks. 
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| South and Central America, 


SOUTH 
AMERICAN | 
: HANDBOOK 


The most up to date and 
comprehensive gulde to 


Mexico and the Caribbean. ' 
(900 pages) | 
1966 EDITION -* 
20s. (by post 22s.) 
obtainable from 
TRADE & TRAVEL 


PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
Dept. AL. 

14 LEADENHALL STREET, 
LONDON, E.C.3. 


Take WARRINGAH 
-as an example * 





. 
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This Shire, löcated in the NW outskirts of, 


Sydney, has just been created an independent 
Municipality, From this it followed—by trad- 
ition, based on common sense, in Australian 
library circles—that this naw library lost not 
a moment in joining KEESING'S Service and 
buying all previous volumes of the documen- 
tation right back to 193l, chus putting itself on 
a par with municipalities of all sizes (and ages) 
from Perth to Brisbane, fram Hobart to 
Darwin. ` 


* worth EMU-lating ! 


CRAMER'S 
for MUSIC 
MUSICAL LITERATURE 


AND MUSIC’ BINDING ` 


99, St. Martin's Lane, 
London, W.C.2 cov. 1612 


* Complete Music Service Provided l 











” i S 
r - 4 i 
^ - 
r ' 1 ae 


“THE. ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN” © Au TIC 


1968. saw- the change. ls a new, printzt, Bs has proved very helpful and efficient. ^ 
Economies in. printing: haye helped thé.heroic efforts : of tlie Advertising Manager,- -Mr. 
Wilkes, in improving our financial position. - 

l Features appearèd on Record Libraries, Mobile Libraries, and Spec:al Libraries. Care > 
was taken to prevent these taking too much editorial space. - 

The most striking developments weére the letters from Library School students, * m 
from librarians in, or from, Africa: These could indicate future developments in the *- 
purpose of the Assisidnt, There was also a lengthy dispute about thé Grading Award in > 
which the Editor encouraged Mr. Hoyle, a member of the negotiating panel, to participate. 
Another, one-sided, dispute about Reference services was started by the Editor. -~ 

One of the planned Education Supplements did not appear, as ‘Mr. Davey was heavily 
committed .in organising the Russia Tour. Book reviews piled BP again; only half ‘of , 
them were discharged in the December supplement. 

The Editor regrets the.time lag in publishing letters and the compzrative shortage- of. 


space. The use of a smaller type face, set two columns per page, in 1966 may help to =. 


overcome the second deficiency.’ 
‘Thanks are due to the Associate Editor, Mr. Wilson, ‘for, his work. in Organising the 
special library side of the Assistant, and for inundating the Editor with book reviews. 


Thanks are also pue to A who wrcte,to, or showed an interest in, the ud d during. 
1965. a 


VISUAL AIDS | . i 
A review of the Association's Visual Aids has been made and a policy of production | 
of new filmstrips has proceeded. Two new film strips have been produced —- one on. 
modern charging methods in use in Public Libraries and the other based. on a selection 
of slides made by members for the Photographic Survey of the A.A.L. Study Tour in 
America. `. 

The Visual Unit for children "IT'S FUN FINDING OUT" has continued to be - 
borrowed and purchased during the year: Enquiries have also been received, and satisfied 
through the new distributors, for the loan of the Association's earlier films "INDEX 
TO PROGRESS”: and “RESOURCES DISCOVERED.” 

A number of enquiries about films and filmic material related to Librarianship have 
` been received and dealt with during the year, not a few of them related to National l 
Library Week. ~. 


MEMBERSHIP 


There was once again a slight increase in A. A.L. güembenhipi there are now. 10,369, 
members of the Association in a total L.A. membership of 15,059 compared with las 
year's 10,340 in 14,789. Of 1,659 new. members of the L.A. in 1965, 1,171 opted for-the 

A:A.L. Many new L.A. members still fail to opt for any groups of the L.A., but are: 
` recruited to the A.A.L. through Divisional Membership Officers, and the abolition of the, 
necessity: for opting anually for Group membership ensures that members, once. recruited, : 
are unlikely to be lost to the A.A.L. ` g 

Negotiations have continued throughout the year with the L.A. on the implementation’ ý 
of a new membership register. Difficulty has. been experienced because it has proved . 
' impossible to produce accurate membership records during 1965, but the new records 
‘when ‘finally ready will be more accurate, and more accurately amenced, than has pre- 
viously been the “case. 

It is proposed to re-instate the’ A.A.L. Central Membership Register, operated by the 
Hon. Membership Officer, from 1966, and thereby to ensure more efficient and quicker 
answers to membership enquiries from Divisional officers and, individuals. 


Comparative. membership figures for the last five years: 
1961 1962 - 1963 1964 1965 
9,880 .. 9,983 9,993 10.340 ` 10,369 
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- Itihas been said that the only certain thirig about | TM fe is ifs inca and as 
far as one can see looking ahead into the professional future it would seem, that the oasis ' 
of peace and the period of consolidation-are unlikely to be with us for:a year or so. The 
appointment of the Library Advisory Councils; a post-graduate syllabus in operation; the. 

. possibility of C.N.A.A; degrees on the onè hand and a library assistant's certificate on 
the other; local government re-organisation both now and in.the future and the growing. 

-awareness of computers and. _telecommunication devices all ui that.. the presen , 
ferment 1s to continue. 

These are exciting “days in which to be.a librarian and we dui all be conscious that 
the decisions we are taking now are likely to prove ES cano nan! in determining. 
the future pattern of service. 

. In this future the A.A,L. has a vital rôle to play. It must continue tó be the focal point 
' in the profession for progressive ideas and youthful enthusiasm. Its main task in the next 
few years will be to ensure that it does speak for the younger and less senior members, 
not forgetting those engaged in full-time study at library school. To achieve this it may 
be necessary to make changes in its organisation and this will not always be easy but | 
given the right spirit and attitude the means will surely. be found, : 


T. M. FEATHERSTONE, President 
M. J. RAMSDEN, Honorary Secretary o 


"E R.LP. 


BOOTS LENDING LIBRARIES CLOSE: 
+ Boots lending libraries, which once had a million it in 440 
, branches, closed on Saturday. When the decision to close the service was 
taken last April there were only 121 libraries left with Jess than 400,000 
subscribers. 
_ News of the closure brought little reaction from members, said Mr, F. 
A. Cockfield, a director of the company: l 


— The Guardian, 7th e" 1966. 


E — but Madge, dear, don’t fret. Didn't you know that the County 
Council runs a free library? 
.. You just sign a form and you can borrow books straightaway - — there 
“are only two. classes — fiction and non-fiction. Clean? — oh, yes, dear, 
every book is wrapped in polythene which is wiped over with a dis- ` 
infectant cloth when everybody else returns their book — and with this 
polythene over 'the book, you can see the picture on the front so that you 
don't need to read what it's all about. 
' New books? — oh, yes, they can get any book fbr you: and there's 
nothing to pay. Just send in your list on a Monday morning and they'll 
send you a'postcard when the book is ready for you. If you haven't 
received all the books within thiee weeks, just send a gentle rebuke to 
the County Librarian. He'll send a most polite and apologetic reply 
inviting you to meet him and his chairman to discuss their problems. 
And the staff, dear, are so, polite and helpful — and so very‘ young 
— on the threshold of life! ft must be a wonderful career. for prospects. 
-- What a pity that dear Miss Truelove from the High Street branch wasn't 
born 40 years later! 
So Madge dear, don't fret! " say "boots" to Boots for books!” 
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A NEED TO CONFER - : d 
z i des ^ X 

I hea never been to a Library. Association Conference in this pres As 1 have spent 
the greater part of my working life in Canada this may not seem remarkable to a British 
librarian, but from the Canadian point of view it is. Conferences there are-a must. Every- 
one goes and there is no avoiding them, they must not be missed. 

Only a small proportion of.a library staff can attend the Canadian Library Association 
conference — unless it happens to be held comparatively locally — as this may involve 
a return journey of five or six thousand miles, but the Provincial Library Association 
conference, which 4s, unlikely to. mean travelling more than five or six hundred miles, is 
a different matter. The whole library staff, whether professional or clerical, turns out to 
some of the meetings. Libraries are manned by skeleton staffs — or sometimes closed — to 
give all members a chance to attend. Library Boards (i.e. committees) budget a certain 
amount of money each year and all or part conference expenses are paid for all.staff 
attending. I have been lucky. The library boards for whom I have worked have always 
paid full conference expenses, travel (by air, if more convenient), accommodation and 
meals — although last year they quite reasonably drew the line at paying for a $6 banquet 
in our home city. 

So everyone is given the maximum ‘encouragement to go, and as the years pass and ‘one 
visits more cities and more libraries, getting to know their libraries and staffs, the pleasure 
of the social occasion grows as, well as interest in the meetings. It is not only libraries 

“that are visited. This year and last in Toronto the city's new and beautiful Education 
Centred housed many meetings and luncheons. The year before this when the Canadian 
and, Ontario Library Associations combined their conferences in Ottawa, a number of 
meetings were held in the brand new National Gallery of Canada. An earlier conference, 
held in Windsor, Ontario, spread across the river to take advantage of the fabulous 
facilities offered by Detroit's public library, museums and Wayne University. The alliance’ 

- of libraries and other fields of education is much advariced by opportunities such as these. 

“Canadian Libraries” to many British librarians means only Toronto Public Library, 
whose examples are quoted in so many text books and periodicals, but that is only a small 

- part of the picture. At the conventions one has the opportunity to meet librarians from 
isolated communities in the far north — places one had previously written off as being 

` Arctic; mobile librarians whose territories run to distances we can hardly credit; enthu- 
siastic volunteers who still run pathetically inadequate services in small, isolated rural 
communities. The contrast is almost unbelievable, with electronic information retrieval 
fiends at one end of the scale (and some of them honestly believe that books are obsolete !), 
and at the other those who come from remote settlements for advice on how best to spend 
their minute book allowance (this is the hard battle. ground of quality versus quantity). 
- All sections of the library association, be it the national or provincial association, hold 
their meetings within the framework of the main conference, which means that with only 

‘one day's attendance it is possible to go to one’s own special meeting and a general 

meeting and probably keep in touch with another section’s activities too. Whilst I was a 
. Branch Librarian, besides attending the children’s librarians section meeting, to keep in 
touch with my specialist subject, I also went regularly to meetings of the Circulation and 
Young People’s (i.e. teenage) Sections, and to Reference and Audio Visual sections when 
they were discussing matters directly related to branch work. These meetings could 
generally be fitted into two or two and a half days, and combined with discussions’ at 
coffee, luncheon and dinner parties, ‘which in some ways are the most useful part of such 
gatherings, for ideas and opinions flow freely over a good meal. Board Members also 

* attend luncheons and banquets and must often be quite surprised to hear an honest dis- 
cussion of problems which would never come their way in formal Board Meetings. . 

Since my return to England I have attended only ‘regional group meetings of the Library 
“Association, some of which have been very sparsely attended. I suppose English libraries 
have permanently skeleton staffs, judged by North American standards, and it is difficult 
to reduce for conference visits, especially when allowance has been made for further 
depletion by the perpetual British cold, but it does seems that the generally accepted 

‘in your own time at your own expense" policy does little to encourage the rare enthu- 
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'siastic young, recruit tovalterit any but: the most local’ meetings.” Goodness. ‘ovis; Tur ‘not s. 
trying. to! belittle-the English. librarian, "Txhink- Hie; -— and. slie — ‘does wonders, offen-with .^ vise 
resources “Which: do not mich exceed: those “of an, ‘isolated - Canadian’ rura] commiinity. ‘And: ^: * e is 
please don't think: I: want fo“see vast “Americas: style” conventions ` “encroaching: on our way a. 
, of. life, but) T do. feel that’ library workers in this’ ‘country,’ ‘which i 18, so’ Compact’ and where) pa 
Communications are  reagonably good; should; have more Official. ‘encouragement’ to. attend. ` fe 
` professional gatherings;, “that .expeñse ^ paid* attendance ‘Should * ‘be compulsory : for all” E 
trainees; "that senior staff should attend, as. many- meetings .as- possible, probably" on: á de k : 2 


time:and-expense-sharing basis.. with. arri Buon and that - ‘regional conferences should | 
“þe developed.. or ; ; n E E 
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‘Am I still living inca Canadian Dado land? Or. do other. people: Ane ‘miss. the ~ 


opportunity to. exchange- ideas , frequently, with people wore in other systems? I think- uet E 
"we need to confer. . * i uA : rd 2 
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JOYCE TAYLOR, “Downend ‘Branch, "Gloslestersbire County ses bores E cpu us S S a 
(Reprinted ` from’ Link, .Bristo]: & District Divisional newsletter, No. 37, "Bebiüsig 1966: VE | 
“Link -is + edited. by Peter. Kent, Kingswood sca Branch Library, E ID: 


PUBLICATIONS or MAL, SOUTH: EAST DIVISIÓN: 


: Some Aspects of Stock Provision 6s. . 
l » ^ Library ‘Staffs: today. and tomorrow. “Os. 6d. 
* Libraries: in, Education | (Forthcoming: onte: 


). o VU ^ REMAINDERED ^ ^ 5. 
Refererice ‘Books and Bibliographies: a Union. "ist 
: Berry: Student's. Lendon. - 2s. 6d” 


“All ‘available. ‘from: 


(s. Mrs. J. Goddard, S:E.D: Sales "HW 
«7. "Brinkwood," Latimer ; Road; Barret, Herts, 
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YOUR LETTERS 


DEAR MISS CORP 
, I was surprised and delighted to see 

your reply (in the March issue) to my 
complaint (in the January issue) that a 
Weekend School was advertised 18 days 
late. Surprised, because I had almost for- 
gotten p written it; delighted because 
someone had taken my point seriously. 
Please don't be disheartened by my incisive 
criticism — there was nothing personal 
in it. 

If often happens that an excellent. pro- 
ject is marred by being poorly executed. 
However good your Weekend School may 


have been, the lackadaisical manner in. 


which 1t was advertised inevitably creates 
a bad impression. (It was this tardy pub- 
licity that I was attacking, not the School 
itself.) If you plead that it is unfair for 
people to take this impression, ask your- 
self how else one was to form an initial 
. judgment on the School, unless by weigh- 
ing up known facts? It is indeed hard that 
someone like yourself, who took the initia- 
tive, should then come under fire for 
failure on a very minor point, but it is the 
.crux of the matter: before undertaking any 
project, it is only commonsense to estimate 
as accurately as possible the likelihood of 
being able to complete it satisfactorily. 
I realise that it is far easier to criticise 
than to construct. 

MARTIN JONES. 


(Note to Editor: It is ludicrous that the 


copy date for next month has passed before ' 


the present month’s issue plopped through 
our letterboxes. No wonder many a pro- 
mising point fizzles out. Since when did 
Wilson retort to Heath 2 months later? 
I should like to make this comparison with 
what a commercial journal achieves: 


JOURNAL CLOSING DATE FOR 
COPY FOR 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Bookseller 4 days 
Assistant Librarian About 6 weeks 
Difference: approx. 38 days 


If you could cut this time to three weeks, 
Mr. Editor, it would at least ensure that a 
prompt reply from Miss Y. to Mr. X's 
letter of, e.g., January, could be read the 
next neni ] 


Note to Martin Jones: The Bookseller 
is a weekly, and is sold to subscribers. 
. Presumably extra pages can be printed 
when required. The Assistant is a monthly, 
and is distributed to members of a profes- 
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‘sional Association together with the Asso- ' 


clation's main journal, by that ;ournal's 
printers. (Though you can subscribe also 
— 25s. per annum — if you wish): It is 
on a tight budget and a more or less fixed 
number of pages. The time lag is regret- 
table, but at least correspondents are dis- 
couraged from writing letters tha: cannot 
stand the test of a month's delay.—Ed. 


DEAR FELICITY . 

I entirely agree with the gist of the third 
paragraph of your letter in the March 
Assistant Librarian. I organised. this year, 
quite independently, a residential weekend - 
course for students of librarianship attend- 
ing the West Ham College of Further 
Education. 

R. I. Collinson, B.B.C. Librarian, 
Arthur Jones, Library Adviser to the 
Department of Education and Science, and 
G. H. Wright, Hertfordshire County Tech- 
gical Librarian, graciously accepted invita- 
tions to speak, and if memory serves me 
correctly, seventeen students attended. 

They came, as they freely admitted, 
reluctantly and timorously; the verdict at 
the end of the weekend was that there had 
been enjoyment and profit, and that there 
should be a repetition every term. 

Since you have burst into print, Felicity, 
and since you are a Chairman, it is likely 
that you will attain office in a sub group 
of the L.A. You must use your influence 
to bring about your aims: Students will 
attend your courses and your weekends, and 
will derive pleasure and knowledge from 
them, but you must provide them. 

In education it has long been recognised 
that a cross fertilisation occurs when a 
group with common professional interests 
meets and talks. -The Department itself 
organises a bewildering array of residential 
courses for the teaching profession. Indeed 
the Staff College for Further Education 
provides one with tea brought to your bed- 
side in the morning, Felicity -— for college 
librarians.- 

I think. dear Felicity, that these activities 
are anathema to conservatism. I suspect, 
dear Felicity, that conservatism is endemic 
in a large number of librarians. Q.E.D.? 
DOUGLAS E. JOB, Senior Turor Lib- 
rarian, Barnet College of Further 
Education. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 

I found Mr. Tomlinson's letter (Assés- 
tant Librarian March 1966) of great 
interest, and support him in much that he 
says. The dates of NLW 67 have already 
been announced, presumably on the basis 
that there has been a substantial response 
for NLW 66 and I am sure all libraries 
will do their best to support it. One 





= wonders, however, if NLW should be 
. undertaken each year. Will not its impact 
‘tend to wither a little more year by year? 
Is. tt not asking too much from libraries 
that are often understaffed, underfinanced 
and trying to do too much already? 

Mr. Tomlinson may well have found 
one of the answers to these questions. 
Whilst local initiative should never be 
stifled, there is much to be said for “a 
professional brief for National Library 
Week, based on real purpose and designed 
to enhance the status of the Library Asso- 
ciation and librarians at all levels”; a brief 
that should be prepared by the Library 
Association. With suitable encouragement 
and stimulation from the top, libraries will 
exert the little bit of extra effort required 
to convert resignation into enthusiasm. 


H. DYSON, A.L.A., Librarian E Curator, — 


Stafford Public Library. - 


LOOKING AFTER GRAMMAR 

On Saturday last, I was returning from 
a meeting with library school tutors at 
which we discussed the syllabus for B.12, 
and the way in which questions set under 
that syllabus were being answered. One of 
my points was that, 
deficiency in knowledge of cataloguing, the 
standard of English used by candidates has 
been sinking lower and lower. To get to 
the point, however. In the railway carriage, 
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Write for Ring Catalogue to 
the actual Manufacturers 
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ALSO WATCHES, CLOCKS, 


B.A. JEWELLERS 


63-66 HATTON GARDEN, LONDON, E.C.1. Tel: CHA 6025 & 4020 
Hours of business: Weekdays 9-5.30 Sats. 9-12.30 Evenings by appointment 


IOC OOO OOK IO III IO IO GR IR I k I I KK KK ak eK 


I was reading the Assistant Librarian, for 

toruary, and page after page produced 
“ho ters” and slip-shod writing. May I. 
give YMew examples? 

p. 29 para. 1. " . . . the next day after 
N.L.W. ends.” Why "The next day”? 
Why not simply "the day after N.L.W. 
ends”? 

p. 29 column 2. The number of abbre- 
viations appalled me. The use of 
“haven't,” “who's,” “can't,” "you're" is 
lazy—and in a cataloguing or any other 
examination we expect correct and pre- 
cise English. Colloquialism 1s not wel- 
come in this most formal of library arts, 
and a fair mumber of your readers will 
be students of cataloguing. 

p. 30 para. 1. “Since none of the 
former executives of the A.S.L. have 
seen fit...” "Has sent fit," please. 

p. 31. " . .,. we never saw the A.A.L. 
Education Officer once." The "once" is 
superfluous and, indeed, incorrect when 
used in conjunction with "never," as it 
is tantamount to a double negative. 

p. 32. " . . . that gives each library 
school . . . " This type of expression 
sets one's teeth on edge — try "which 
gives each library school . . . " 

p. 45 column 2. "The survey of the 
affects of broadcasting." ^ "Effects," 
surely. 
etc. etc. 


vo ENGAGEMENT RINGS «ces 
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Expert fitting arranged if required. Write stating requirements 
or for introduction to showrooms LONDON or MAIN cities. 


DODSON-BULL CARPET CO. 
Showrooms: 2-4 Little Britain, London, E.C.1. 
Offices: 37a Aldersgate St. London, E.C.l. 
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I know that this sounds rather pompous 
and pedantic, but it is activated by a very 
real concern for the subject under discus- 
sion, a concern which is shared by the 


library schools. The Assistant Librartan is, 


or should be, the vehicle of expression of 
the student librarian, and those recently 
qualified. It is probably more widely read 
than any poe periodical and 
should, therefore, be in a position to exert 
.a good influence in many fields. If, by your 
example, and that of your contributors, you 
can help to raise the standard of English, 
you will earn the gratitude of a lot of 


people — students, tutors and examiners. - 


Congratulations on the article by Jiri 
Londa, and on the lively tone of the issue 
as a whole. At least this shows that I still 
read The Assistant Librarian, | i 


~ E. F. FERRY, F.L.A., County Librarian, | 


East Suffolk. >. l l 


The Editor argues: To take Mr. Ferry's 

points one by one: . 

^" p. 29 para. 1: I do not accept that 

this is incorrect. Do we not say “The 
Sunday next before Easter"? ` 

p. 29 col. 2: Colloquialisms appear 

in the best English literature. Why 


should Mr. Oxley write as if he were 


still taking his F.L.A.? 

p. 30 para. 1: This I concede.. 

p. 31: I would prefer the Strine 
version: " .. . we never ever even saw 
the A.A.L. Education Officer once . . 

.p. 32: “That” may be infelicitous, 
but is it incorrect? . A 
_. pP. 45 col-2: Yoware right, of course. 
' Some library school students write very 
good letters; I can only hope that sheir 


influence will outweigh mine. The only ` 


excuse that I can plead is that I am already 
exhausted (see p. 29 para. 1). Thank you, 
Mr. Ferry, for your last few kind words, 
and for the “feedback.” It shows that you 
care. ` 


(Mr. Perry was Editor of our Examination 
Supplement, 1955-58, and President of the 
|: AAL., 1959. He is Senior Examiner for 
B.12) WE 


REDUNDANT LIBRARIANS 


Your method of dealing with corres- 


pondence as evidenced by your treatment. 


of a letter under the above heading in the 
January, 1966, issue would appear’ sonie- 
thing less than courteous towards the 


County Library Service of which I have the - 


great privilege to be Chief Librarian and. I 
. should be interested to know why I was 
not given the. opportunity to comment, 
You really ought not to assume, even süb- 
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consciously, that the so called "rural" 
counties can be ignored. Some of us have 
many aspects. of service which compare 
well with, or are even ahead of, other 
library authorities. 

Perhaps I can now straighten your. 
record, by commenting on Mrs. Werrett's- 
letter. Her point as to the general training 
for librarianship must. command sympathy. 
On the other hand one cannot really expect 
suitable posts to be "laid on" so to speak. 
Mrs. Werrett was "invited. to attend for 
interview but subsequently withdrew her 
application although possible travelling 
difficulties and hours of duty had not been 
discussed. We have been able to fill all the 
posts in our three northern regions with 
appropriate qualified staff. One reason for 
this may well be the excellent “In-Service 
Training” which all new staff receive in 
this system, and to the facts that we not 
only operate a very successful Trainee 
Scheme, but in addition have also 5 mem- 
bers of staff at Library Schools. It is, 


. however, the case -that we have vacancies 


in some other Regions. But 1 cannot bring 
the vacancies to suitable applicants. 
FREDERICK | HALLWORTH, | ELA. 
F.R.G.S. County Librarian, Wiltshire. 
(The Editor explains: Mr. Jolliffe was 
asked to comment on Mrs. Werrett's letter 


-because of the implication that he had 


changed: his mind about offering her a job 


“at Swindon, which was evidently a mis- 


understanding. Mrs. Werrett's application 
to Wiltshire County did not appear to 
require comment. 1 can assure Mr. Hall- 
worth, that this does not constitute a lofty 
attiMPe to "rural" counties on my part.) 






COPY DATE 


The copy date for July is 6th June, but 
the Editor cannot guarantee that copy re- 
ceived by that date can be included in the 
July issue. " 
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Librarian wsm. me 


WE MUST ALL MAKE SACRIFICES : 

Mr. Tynemouth, Honorary Treasurer of the Library Association, could teach Dale 
Carnegie a thing or two about winning friends and: influencing people. How else can 
one explain the mood of good humour he induced in an Annual General Meeting asked | 
to vote an increase of subscriptions for the second time in four years? Not that there 
was no opposition: Peter Thomas of Newham made a brave stand, arguing that the L.A. 
should have cut down on various items of expenditure (particularly allcwing the for- 
mation of new groups) and have sought ways of increasing its income (especially in 
the publishing field). 

Tom Featherstone, Past President of the A.A.L., put an amendment that students’ 
subscriptions should remain at £2, which was ably seconded by Patricia Darter, a 
student at the North-Western Polytechnic, who pointed out that the maximum award 
was £370 a year. An encouraging number of students spoke at the A.G.M., including 
Felicity Corp, who spoke twice! But all was to no avail. (Afterwards a prominent mem- 
ber of the Council complained of the students” lack of dramatic sense; they aM looked 
too well dressed and well fed, he said, for the A.G.M. to rescind the extra’ ten bob. 
Remember girls, it's rags next time!) 

Tom also complained that the A.G.M. had been badly timed to coincide with the F.A. 
Cup Final. Mr. Tynemouth agreed. It was the first Cup Final he had missed either 
attending or watching on television, but we must all make sacrifices. The reduction of 
students’ subscriptions from £2 10s. to £2 would cost he Association £1,200 out of - 
£15,000 or £16,000. The real solution was bigger grants. In answer to Miss Corp, he 
pointed out that persons who were L.A. members on 31st December 1366 would not 
lose their voting rights, even though they were not Chartered Librarians; this would 
only apply to new members joining the L.A. on or after 1st January 1967. 

So while Everton were winning zt Wembley, Mr. Tynemouth triumphed at the 
Guildhall. But the A.G.M. approved Jean Plaister’s motion, which instructed the Council 
next time to prepare a scale in which subscriptions were more closely related to income. 
Seconding this motion, Mike Ramsden, A.A.L. Hon. Secretary, produced statistics like a 
psephologist. He revealed that a subscription of approximately :6 per cent of salary 
would produce the same íncome as the new scale, but more equitebly distributed. 
Perhaps, if the L.A. Council is more money conscious in future, the next time will be 
a long way off. 





HELP WANTED ! 


We have just heard that a party of 38 Russian librarians are to visit this country in 
August. We do not know exact dates yet nor how much we will have to do for them. 
It may be necessary to find private accommodation for their stay. Will anyone, anywhere, 
who has a spare bed or any constructive suggestions please get in touch with me 
immediately. 

Sheila A. Wilson, Flat 43, 5 and 7 Belsize Grove, London, N.W.3. 
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CROESO | GYMRU* 


A.A.L. Week-end School, Carmarthen, 15th—18th April l 
Dean Harrison, Manchester Public Libraries 


It is certainly a sign of age when the editor approaches you at a conference and says . 
something like: “do me a few hundred words on how conferences today compare with 
those of the dim and distant . . . " I could take up space telling the editor that baldness 
is not necessarily a sign of age but . . . Unfortunately he did say a few hundred words. 

Has the A.A.L. conference changed over the past ten years? It certainly lasts longer 
and I have mixed feelings about this. I like to think—-perhaps nostalgically—of the 
A.A.L. as a body of busy librarians, hastily snatching off a couple of days for confer- 
ence, not as another time-on-our-hands venture for the idle rich. Perhaps I am wrong; 
are assistants in fact deterred by the longer conference? Would we have a larger or, more 
important, more representative attendance if we reverted to the Friday to Sunday pattern? 

"Getting organised," it was called. "An approach to management in libraries" was 
the sub-title and we opened with an address by guest speaker, A. G. D. Collis, Senior 
Assistant Director of Establishments to the Greater London Council, which certainly 
gave the conference an excellent start. I remember conferences with opening speakers 
and conferences without. Carmarthen reinforced what I felt some years ago at Bangor 
that an opening address by an expert is a must. I value the unfettered interchange of 
opinions at the discussion sessions as much as anyone but we are at conference to discuss 
a theme and not to waffle uninformedly about things in general and to this end we need ' 
guidance. 

Mr. Collis took us in an hour through the value of statistics in management, the 
principles of defining objects and surveying resources, delegation, span of control, re- 
cruitment, promotion, training, motivation. Although, as he modestly said, it's all com- 
mon sense, this talk imparted a vast amount of information—all of it relevant—in an 
extremely well organised manner; and since we were there to discuss "getting organised" 
this was a good start. 

I could not help judging the rest of the conference by the way we followed or 
departed from Mr. Colliss lead and inevitably we waffled as usual. Perhaps it is 
pertinent to say that 1 have known conferences where we waffled much more. Was this 
the nature of the theme or are we improving? The three conference topics will be treated 
fully in a later issue of the Assistant. Suffice it to say here that Miss Cloke was a mine of 
information on the adaptation of business methods to libraries and to hope that she 
will not be offended if we don't use everything she dug up. Mr. Bearman on the 
changing pattern of organisation got inevitably side-tracked onto computers; how does 
one steer the library ship between the Scylla of the don't-want-change brigade and the 
Charybdis of change for change's sake? This was the thought with which I was left 
after this session; the answer, I suppose is: "by getting organised", by using management 
—not necessarily mechanised— techniques of investigation to ensure that the changes we 
make will be worthwhile. Mr. Thompson's session on staff management was a valuable. 
corrective to those who thought in terms of mechanisation as the ultimate goal and that 
what happens to the staff on the way is irrelevent; he uncovered in his audience a lot of 
the well-they-are-only-machine-operators-and-we-are-LIBRARIANS mentality which left 
me shuddering; we seem to have been all too successful in persuading ourselves—if 
nobody else—of the vastly important nature of our work. I was left thinking of one 
of Mr. Collis’s key qualities for a good manager—humility. 

After dinner on the Sunday we were entertained (inadequate word) by Jack Jones, 
the author, with a magnificent mixture of reminiscence and philosophy delivered with a 
warmth and spirit which belied his 81 years and left us groping for words of admir- 
ation. In the event we borrowed someone else's words and sang “For he's a jolly good 
fellow”. 

The social side was admirably arranged by the South Wales Division; space does not 
allow for a string of credit titles but the ubiquity of David Thomas was quite 

* Welcome to Wales 
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staggering. There was a coach ttip to Laugharne (which was filled with ibatan 
quoting -Dai Bread and Organ Morgañ to incredulous inhabitants) and on to Pendine 
Sands and Tenby; others discovered that Cosher Bailey's estimated time for a motorised 
circumambulation of the Gower peniasula was several hundred per cent optimistic. 
There was the usual professional activity-late into the night and the usual bleary eyes 
at breakfast. 

No, Mr. Editor, A.A.L. conferences have changed little. One's standpoint changes 
inevitably; one becomes more impatient of the riders of hobby horses, more eager to 
hear the discussion chanelled along positive lines. But to insist too loudly on this would: 
be to defeat one of the most important aims of the conference, to provide an opportunity 
for free interchange of ideas and to allow librarians to develop their facility of expression 
—another useful quality for a manager. 

We go to A.A.L. conference from a mixture of motives; to meet old friends, to talk. 
librarianship, to get away from the boss, to tour the countryside, to sample the local 
brew. We go at the end away to cur respective libraries with our various missions : 


accomplished or otherwise, but certainly with renewed faith in the value of conferences ' . 


in general, and this one in particular, as an important means of improving our pro- 
fessional standards. 


UPDATING OLLE 


This issue contains a supplement to J. G. Ollé's “An introduction to British Govern- 
ment publications”, which is also available as a separate publication for those who wish 
to keep it with the book. Ollé's "Introduction" is recommended by Her Majesty's Stationery 
Office. A small handling charge will be made for the supplement, probably a shilling for 
the first copy and sixpence, for subsequent copies ordered at the same time. Orders for 
the supplement should be addressed to the Hon. Sales Officer, J. S. Dreh F.L.A., 49 
Halstead Gardens, London, N.21. . 


LIBRARY PERIODICALS 


Catalogue E Index is, appropriately enough, the periodical of the newly formed 
Cataloguing and Indexing. Group of the Library Association. News stories, short notes,- 
commentaries and letters, and other contributions are welcomed, and should be sent to 
the Hon. Editor, Peter R. Lewis, Queen's University School of Library Studies, 2 College ` 
Gardens, Belfast 9, Northern Ireland. It is a quarterly, issued free to members of the 
Group, and available to non-members at a subscription of £1 a year. The first two 
issues are of eight pages, each, duplicated typescript. 

Library World is well known as, the title of a periodical edited by K. C. Harrison. - 
It is also the title of the first Arabic periodical for library service, published in. Cairo. 
The issue for January/February 1966 (Vol. 8, No. 1) contains an English-Arabic diction- 
ary of library terms (1) BRUCEERY, 
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“Which Encyclopedia?” ^ ^  . 
_A REVIEW OF SOME MODERN EXAMPLES 
EDITED BY T. D. WILSON, ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


There are on the market today a number of encyclopedias suited to different uses, With 
this in mind we thought it would be useful to carry out a survey of the salient points 
of the following encyclopedias: 

l. AMERICAN EDUCATOR ENCYCLOPEDIA. United Educators Inc., T angley Oaks Educa- 

POS Center, Lake Bluff, Illinois. 1965 ed. ($99.50) Ten volumes. (Abbreviation 
AUSTRALIAN ENCYCLOPEDIA. Available from Grolier Society Ltd. School and 
"Library Division, 34/35 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. 1965 ed. (£40) Ten 
volumes. (AE) F ‘ 

3. CHILDREN'S Britannica. Encyclopedia Britannica Ltd., Dorland House, 18/20 : 
Lower Regent Street, London, S.W.1. 1964 ed. (£18) Twelve volumes. (CB) 

4. COLLIER'S ENCYCLOPEDIA. P. F. Collier Inc., 40 Park Street, London, W.1. 1965 
ed. (£96) Twenty-four volumes. (CE) 

5, COMPTON'S PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA, F. E. Compton Co., Division of Encyclopedia 
Britannica Inc. 1000 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois. 1965 ed. ($127) 
Twelve volumes, (CPE) l 

6. ` ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA. Grolier Society Ltd., (see 2 above). 1965 ed. (£112) 
Thirty volumes. (EA) 

7. ENCYCLOPEDIA CANADIANA. Grolier Society Ltd. (see 2 above). 1965 ed. (£52.10.0) 

. Ten volumes. (EC) 

8. ENCYCLOPEDIA INTERNATIONAL. Grolier Society Ltd. (see 2 above). 1965 ed. (£65) 

. Twenty volumes. (EI) ^ i : a 

Throughout this survey the encyclopedias will be identified by the abbreviations given 
above. - 

The encyclopedias can be divided into the following groups: 

1l. General adult encyclopedias: CE and EA 

2. Encyclopedias for secondary school level: AEE, CPE, and-El 

3. Elementary school level: CB 

4. Regional encyclopedias: AE and EC 
and they have been compared on the basis of the following characteristics: \ 

1. Scope and presentation. i 

2. Authority and up-to-dateness. 

3. Jllustrations and maps.” 

4, Indexing. 


Scope and presentation 

The scope is to some extent determined by the grouping already given above. CE and 
EA are both advanced adult encyclopedias designed primarily for the American reader, 
but both have the very useful feature that highly technical articles have an elementary 
introduction so that teenagers can also use them to a considerable extent. The American 
bias is obvious: the American states all get more detailed treatment than some countries, 
c.f. Alaska and Albania, and the bias is most evident in the social sciences and humanities 
although some attempt is made by both to give international coverage. CE has articles on 
broad topics, EA on specific topics: this reviewer prefers the broad approach, but this 
is a matter of personal preference. CE is obviously designed for both school and home 
as articles often include a section headed — “Career opportunities." However, the useful- 
ness of this feature for English users is limited. 

All of the encyclopedias in the second group have the stated aim of serving “students,” 
but in fact they would often be of use to adults, particularly CPE.and EI. The CPE 
preface states that the encyclopedia is prepared "to meet the informational and reference 
needs of children and young people” and to help parents, teachers, and librarians to meet 
the responsibility of directing the education of the young. Assistance in this is given in ' 


mm. 
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THE GROLIER SOCIETY LIMITED - 
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. THE GROLIER REFERENCE LIBRARY - 


A. BRITAIN 
THE GROLIER YEAR BOOK 


An independent record of the year l 
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1. THE CANADIANA (10 vols) - 


The established major work on this vast and — to us — comparatively 
unknown country. 


t ` 


2. THE AUSTRALIAN ENCYCLOPEDIA (10 vols) 
"ME Long accepted as standard on Australian life and institutions. 


C. THE U.S.A. 
I. THE AMERICANA (30 vols) 1965 Edition 


1 
` Accepted by the professional reference librarians in this country as 
the premier source of information on all things American . 


2. THE INTERNATIONAL (20 vols) 


` The only major Encyclopedia to be produced in years. It is rapidly 
becoming established as the favourite of students in Secondary Schools, 
Technical Colleges and Colleges of Further Education. 


Write or ‘phone for further details to:— 
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the "Reference outlines" for many subjects which guide the user to other parts of the 
encyclopedia and usually include a bibliography; by the Careers” ‘sections for various 
industries; and by the "Fact summaries” for countries and states. The needs of the student . 
are also served by the broad subject presentation which brings together: Air Force; Air” 
- Force Academy; Airlines; Airplane; Airplane Airframe; Airplane Flight Controls; Air- 
plane.Flight Theory; Airplane History; Airplane Instruments; Airplane Models etc. The 
EI is also stated to-be an "encyclopedia for students" but adopts a specific approach, and 
will be of more use to adults than CPE. The articles support the stated scope being 
clearly written and requiring no prior knowledge of the subject. The articles include 
"Study, guides" incorporating references to other articles, and "Career guides” which, 
again, are of most use to Americans. Like CPE, the AEE puts considerable emphasis upon 
family use and this is borne out in its text and presentation — the level ranges from say 
S'to. 18 and articles on such topics as Baby Care are included. Age ranges are given in 
'.the bibliographies and questions are posed at the end of major -articles to persuade the 
child to look further. Difficult words (for example those of foreign origin like ADOBE) 
are given a simple pronunciation key. CB is intended for the elementary school child — 
most-of the articles are quite short and are often given in story form e.g. the biography 
of Alexander the Great and the article on Algae. Peculiarly, no key to pronunciation is 
given. "A , E 
The two regional encyclopedias have, of course, a well defined scope and function. ¿The 
AE is intended for the use of “all Australians” whatever their scholastic ability to give 
_ them greater knowledge of their country.and its external relationships. This affects the 
entire text, so that, for example, the article on Atomic Energy is devoted largely to 
internal developments. Much the same can be said of EC, which does not even mention 
Africa. Both have a strong historical slant. " 


Authority and up-to-dateness. l 
Thé authority of ‘all of these encyclopedias is unimpeachable: all name their contri- 
butors together with their qualifications which are usually impressive; The British user 
will, of course, be interested in the number of British contributors and the encyclopedia 
' with the most is the CB which has been prepared particularly for this country. Authorities 
include such names as Roy Jenkins, John Arlott, Konrad Lorentz, T. H. White, Cyril 
Northcote Parkinson, and 1.C.I. Ltd. Responsibilities are not given, however, and articles 
are not signed. CE and EA seem to be approximately equal in international coverage, but 
Colliers has more British. contributors: the breakdown of a sample of 181 names in each 
encyclopedia was as follows: 


1 
^ aa ” 


CE: ` ; EA is io 
American De es 146 153 
British... ... .. 27 6 
Canadian "E 2 é 11 
» French do e was 2 2 
Oer. wie. ue gv 4 (4 countries) 9 -(6 countries) 


Major articles-are signed in both encyclopedias. The El does not give a full list of con- y 
tributors but singles out a number for mention, including Albert Einstein on Relativity 
and Sir Chandrasekhara Raman on the Raman Effect.-In. addition all major articles are 
signed and a sample of signatures revealed: . 


> 


American... .. 102 Indian ... ... ... “ 2 
British UEM chus 6 . . Italy, soe co 
Canadian . ... 3. Turkey bak. Zu 1 


Thus there is an international coverage but «with greater emphasis upon American con- 
. tributors than either CE or EA. The AEE makes.a great show of its Nobel Prizewinners 
who have contributed — fifty in number, including Sir Edward V. Appleton, Max Born, * 
James, Chadwick, Philip Noel-Baker to mention some of the Britons. The list of other 
contributors is only partial but main articles are signed. The contribútors to the regional 
encyclopedias are, naturally, largely local: both give: qualifications and major articles are 
signed. | i So. 
The up-to-dateness of an encyclopedia is naturally dependent upon its mode of revision, 
and, as all of the present examples are continuously revised one must expect some parts 
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. Cumulated Fiction 


` The ` Reader” and the 


AAL PUBLICATIONS 


The reduced prices in parentheses apply to members of the Library Association, 
All prices include postage and packing. 


.N. E. BINNS 


An Introduction to Historical- Biblio- 


graphy. 
2nd -edition, 1963. Full cloth, many 
illustrations. 388p. 30s. (20s.) 


E. A. CLOUGH 


Bookbinding for Librarians, 

1957. Fully illustrated with half- 
tone plates and diagrams. 

204p. 30s. ad 


E. V; CORBETT 


The Public Library and its control. 
1962. Cloth. 143p. 18s. (128) 


G. B. COTTON 

& A. GLENCROSS 

Index, 1945- 
1960. 

1961. Cloth. 552p. 80s. (60s.) 


J. CRANSHAW 


Cutting catalogue costs to fifty per 


cent. 


Reprint Series. 10d. (8d.) 


— A. R. HEWITT 


A Summary of Public Library law. 
4th edition, 1965. 72p. 12s. (8s.) 


S. C..HOLLIDAY | 

Bookish 
Manner. 

Illustrated by G. W. Harris. às. 9d. 
(2s. 9d.) 


R. JENKINS 

Paper-making in 
1788. —— E 

1958. Reprint Series. 32p. 4s. (3s.) 

A. F. JOHNSON 

Practical cataloguing. * 

1962. 116p. 15s. (10s): 


England, 1495- 


Orders and Sales Enquiries ) 
to J. S, Davey, F.L.A., 49 Halstead | Gardens, London, 
Other Publications Enquiries | 


to G. Langley, B.A., F.L.A., Central Librai, College Green, 
Bristol 1. ' 


J. G: OLLE E 

An Introduction to British Govern- 
ment publications. 

1965. 128p. 18s. (12s) 


W. H. PHILLIPS 


. A Primer of Book Classification. 


5th edition, 
(12s. 6d.) 


A. G. S. ENSER 

Filmed Books and Plays; 
ment 4, 1958-1960. 

1962. 66p. 15s. (10s) 


W. CALDWELL 


An Introduction to County Library 
practice. 
2nd edition, 

(8s.) 


1961. 232p. 18s. 6d. 


Supple- 


1964. 80p. 12s. 6d. 


The following Guides to the 1950 
Final Examination are sttll available : 
Part 1. Bibliography and book 
« selection. Ps 
2nd edition, 1959. 8s. 6d. (7s.) 


Part 2. Library organization and 
administration with 2c , Special 
. Libraries and information bureaux. 

2nd edition, 1961. 8s. 6d. (7s) 


Part 4c. Advanced classification and... 


cataloguing. 
1956. 4s. 9d. (3s. 9d.) 


THE ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN 
Monthly. 25s. per annum. ` 


F. M. GARDNER- 
Sequels. Completely revised and en- 


larged edition. 
To be published Summer, ee 


N.21. 
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to be more out-of-date than others: AEE: statistics are not dated with any frequency but 
most seem to be in the 1960's. Bibliographies. are up-to-date and include numerous 
references to 1963 publications. The result of the 1964 General Election is given and 
events in that year in Karachi are reported. : 
. AE: generally includes material up to early 1960's. Bibliographies include many 1963 
items but also much older material because of the strong historical slant to many articles. 
CB:.as this edition is dated one year earlier than the other encyclopedias one would 
expect it not to be so up to date. Statistics are often undated and sometimes more than 
ten years old. : "T à . a 
CE: articles reasonably up to date, eg. the 1964” General Election is mentioned. 
Statistics are usually dated, and, although many seem rather out of date, are probably the 
latest available from official sources. This is not the case in all instances, however, as the 
world gliding records are those of 1961 and these are-readily available from all national 
_ organizations. One useful feature is that statistics are given for both the population of a 
city and for its associated metropolitan area. The bibliographies are printed separately in 
-.the index volume and a sample of 200 titles chosen at random revealed that 58.5% were 
dated in the 1950's and.only 3.5% in the 1960's with none later than 1961 — while only 
_ the best works are chosen this would still seem to make it a little out of dates 
, CPE: rather uneven. While articles on the U.S.A. and Canada are usually up to date 
others are not. The following is a comparison of the population figures for Algeria in 
CE and CPE: 


CE - CPE 
1963 Census 1960 Prelim Census 
11,600,000 10,784,269 


In a sample of 200 books listed in the bibliography 45% were published’ in the period 
1960/64 the peak years being 1961/62, and 30% were published 1956/59. The biblio- 
graphy therefore seems to be more up to date than that of CE, 

EA: sometimes very much out of date in its statistics e.g. Angola's population 1947 
figures, Karachi 1951, Khartoum 1938. Population figures for the U.S. states usually more 
up to date. Information on the Labour Party of Great Britain dates the article to about 
1956. In contrast the bibliographies usually give 1960 publications. 

EC: very difficult to date. Population figures are not always the most recent. Consider- 
able emphasis upon historical data and therefore this affects the biblographies. In a sample 
of titles only 4% were published in the 1960's. 

EI: variable, but often gives the most recent statistics and bibliographical information. 
Statistics vary with volumes — to be expected as this encyclopedia did not begin publica- 
tion until 1963. Bibliographies on various aspects of British way of life require revision. 
Illustrations, maps, diagrams 

Maps and illustrations of all kinds are important in any encyclopedia. Ideally they 
should be so designed that they illuminate'the text and make difficult explanations of 
technical processes and the like readily understandable. Maps should be large enough to 
convey a good impression of the country and maps showing such information as precipi- 
tation, geology and races are desirable. 

AEE: looks rather old-fashioned, paper heavy and with some glare. Maps are included 
to illustrate articles on particular countries, some in colour, some in black and white. The 
' general map of Great Britain is particularly attractive and incorporates insets showing the 
position of Britain in relation to the world. Not all maps are as clear and attractive e.g. 
the map showing the railroads etc. of England and Wales gives a confused, untidy effect. 
The map of Nebraska also looks cramped and cluttered. Diagrams are often used to clarify 
_ and supplement the texts many of which are extremely helpful. However, there is only a 
photograph of the Abacus and no diagrams to show how it is used. Some diagrams are 
linked to tel] a story, e.g. Paper. Illustrations are variable in quality, some are very clear 
and helpful, others- small and lacking in contrast. Coloured illustrations also vary e.g. 
those illustrating Adaptation of insects are flat and uninteresting while those of Animals 
cover half a page each and are very well done. There is some poor colour register work. 

AH: according to the preface AE has over 2,000 illustrations, 64 colour plates, approxi- 
mately 1,500 black and white photographic illustrations, more than 600 line drawings, 
maps, charts, and diagrams, one copy of a large map of Australia in 6 colours, and seven 
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THE COLUMBIA ENCYCLOPEDIA 


74 million words : 2400 pages - 75,000 articles - 80,000 cross- 
‘references © reference bibliography of 35,000 titles - 42 pages of 
illustrations (500 line drawings): 20 maps - 9 pages of charts > page 
size 83" x 113” - printed on C-E offset Bible paper with special 
opaque qualities * bound in buckram :.thumb-indexed - William 
Bridgwater and Seymour. Kurtz, editors - Price 355s. net. 


‘(Fhe Editors) have done an admirably efficient job of compression 
and of comprehension in its fullest sense . . . Its scope is as wide 
as the Universe. It is beautifully produced and remarkable handy 
for its size)— Times Literary Supplement. 


Columbia University Press 
70 Great Russell Street London WC1 


117 


^ 


hj 


A de 
x į — * "n 
Y d A 2 ~y 
AY. ok n / ] : p ` =, + 
+ 
- f . - - r H 


‘additional maps-in colour of the States. The maps are usually small and «have no” out-. 
standing features, seeming to blend in with the type rather than stand out from it. The 
coloured maps are quite attractive and clear. Black and white photographs are bright, sharp 
and up-to-date. The' 64 coloured plates are very attractive and there would seem to be a 
need for more.” & e^ ; ; 

CB: illustrations are an important feature of.any encyclopedia for children and CB is 
particularly well illustrated. There is:a map for every county with roads, railways, and `- 

. principal products illustrated. The map borders are illustrated with tiny drawings of 
"places of interest in the county. Maps are also used to illustrate some articles, e.g. that on 
Canals. The more important maps are coloured e.g. Africa has a full-page map of physical 
features and a political map, both in sufficient detail for the child's needs. There are 
numerous black and white illustrations but many of the photographs are flat and too small, 
e.g. that on Artificial limbs. The many line drawings with colour tints will probably be 
especially interesting to the child. l l - , 

CE: maps are almost all coloured and have a gazetteer printed on the reverse, some of 
the maps are rather small however since, except for the U.S. states, regions are given as 
parts of larger areas, eg. Algeria is given as part of the map of North-West Africa. This 

-encyclopedia is rich in drawings and diagrams and major articles may have many illus- 
trations e.g. the article on Birds includes a large diagram of the internal structure of the 

* bird, of the external structure, a diagram of a bird's eve, types of bills, varieties and struc- 

ture of ‘feathers, types of movement and types of nests. This makes the encyclopedia 

invaluable to schoolchildren and teachers. Line drawings are placed next to the text which 

they illustrate and are thus ready for reference at all times. Diagrams rather than illus- 

trations are used whenever the subject matter demands it e.g. there is not simply a photo- 

graph of a refrigerator but a diagram to show how it works. In common with other 

encyclopedias the black and white illustrations are occasionally too small and dark but the 

- coloured illustrations are an impressive feature of this encyclopedia. 


CPE: extremely well illustrated, more than any other encyclopedia. Maps are very well 
presegüted, the article on Africa e.g. includes a coloured map showing the different peoples 
in traditional costume, smaller maps showing elevation, rainfall, races, population, vegeta- 
tion, languages, smaller maps showing positions of individual countries for the "Fact 
summary," a two page political map, and a one page products map. Small maps, about 
one column width, are often used to show the location of towns e.g. Abadan. 'The diagrams, 
and drawings are extremely well done, good examples occurring in the articles for Abacus, ~ 
Airplane, and Welding. A notable feature is thé use of transvision diagrams used e.g. to 
illustrate the human anatomy by allowing the superimposition of drawings on transparent 
sheets to build up the various elements of the human body — one can really get beneath 
the skin! Some of the black and white illustrations are obviously dated e.g. a photograph 
illustrating Adolescence shows teenagers dancing and the dress dates them by about ten . 
years. The coloured illustrations are printed on smooth, glare free paper in vivid, attrac- 
tive colours and are one of the best features of CPE. : T , 

EA: 795 maps, 310 being multi-coloured. Several are given for each country, but those 
for Great Britain and Ireland are rather too small. Diagrams are frequently used to explain 
an aspect, e.g. under Abacus there are two tiny diagrams of a Chinese and a Roman abacus, 
neither being of much help. Others ate helpful, however, e.g. under Horse there is a large ' 
half page diagram of a horse with each-part accurately guided, there are also excellent, 
accurate diagrams of saddles and bridles showing the important parts. The black and white 
illustrations are clear and attractive but sometimes out of date, e.g. that on Westminster. 
Bridge shows trams and horse buses crossing. The colour illustrations also vary. Some 
show poor colour register and seem blurred e.g. Decorations and Orders, while others are - 
delicately coloured and very accurate eig. Humming birds. 

EC: maps included, the most praiseworthy being in the Atlas of Exploration which 
.contains maps showing routes taken by different explorers. Diagrams and line drawings 
are used more frequently.than photographs and are usually adjacent to the article they are 
intended to illustrate. As usual the quality-of both black and white and colour illustrations 
varies. Poor colour register is evident in thé illustration for Flags and Arms, for the Royal 
Standard and for the armorial bearings of Newfoundland arid the North-West Territories. 
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Education Supplement 


Generał Editor: Derek Dine 


NEW DIRECTIONS ? 


A new editor, a new Education Officer, and a new Education Supplement! Has 
the Supplement, which has not appeared for 15 months, been missed? No comments 
have been heard about this, nor about the new shape which the Supplement took in 
departing from commenting on examinations and substituting reading lists for 
people studying on their own. In the fond hope that no news is good news it has 
been decided to continue this policy, at least for this issue. E you don't like it 
throw your brickbats at the H.E.O. 


THE A.A.L. AND LIBRARY EDUCATION 


At its meeting in April, the Education Committee considered the implementation 
of the Association's policy on Education which was published in the Education 
Supplement of the Assistant for March 1965. That part of the statement dealing 
wih national matters has already been implemented and the Committee were 
mainly concerned with the work at Divisional level. It was felt that the running 
of educational affairs at local level should be left to the Divisions but that the 
A.A.L. has a vital part to play in helping Divisional Officers in the running of 
such courses. 

To achieve this end it was agreed that the Honorary Education Officer should 
act as a clearing house for information and should be able to give advice to 
Divisions. An information file is to be compiled to form a central register of 
speakers and their subjects, topics covered (to avoid unnecessary duplication), 
methods of organisation, etc, This can only be achieved by a feed-back of infor- 
mation from Divisions to the Education Officer, 

Divisional Education Officers, or others organising A N leoture courses, 
one day and weekend schools are now invited to send information to the Education 
Officer of recent and proposed activities and to ensure that all such future activities 
are notified, with results after the meoting. The details required are: 

(1) Names of Speakers, Directors of Studies, etc., together with their initials, 
qualifications, addresses and the subjects on which they will be talking, and a note 
after the event whether the speakers were satisfactory in both delivery and subject 
matter. (All this information is most essential so that an active panel of worthwhile 
speakers may be consulted by other Divisions), 

(2) Any outside assistance, especially financial, in arranging schools and courses, 
e.g. from University Extra Mural Departments or Local Authority Further Educa- 
tion Departments. 

(3) Methods of organising such events. 

(4) Details of any staff exchange schemes at Divisional level. 

(5) Brochures of courses for general information. 

(6) Requests for formal revision schools in areas not served by Library Schools. 


All such information and requests for assistance should be sent to the Honorary 
Education Officer: 
Mr. D. G. Dine, A.L.A,, 
County Branch Library, 
Testwood Lane, 
Totton, 
Southampton. 
(Telephone: Totton 2203) 
One last word: remember that this scheme is essentially that of a clearing house 
for information. Advice can only be given if Divisions will take the trouble to 
send in the information asked for. € 


THE PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION SCENE 


- As befits a profession concerned with making the materials of education available 
and facilitating education and research, we devote a considerable amount of time 
and energy to formulating and developing the education of librarians. The advances 
in the field of education generally, exert pressures which also lead to changes in 
the pattern of our education. The result is that there are so many innovations and 
decisions in this area of professional activity, that members may be glad of a still 
picture .of the turbulent waters, Needless to say this will be out of date by the 
time this is read. : 

To commence with problems of the past and present before considering those of 
the future: the furore and anguish caused by the problem of "pipeliners" was set 
in perspeotive by the production, after a long gestation period, of a punched card 
analysis of the records of transitional students. Out of the 1,824 students listed 
as such in January 1964, 367 have now completed the Part II examination, 227 
have completed the Part I examination, of which an unknown proportion are 
studying the Final examination, and 476 have not sat for any examination since 
January 1964 although still members. Most of the remaining 754 are no longer in 
membership. It would seem that those students who may well still have problems 
are contained within this category of 227. As will be seen elsewhere in this 
. Supplement, the A.AJL. is to explore what it can do for any of this category who 
are in need of help. 

Concern has been expressed recently at the number of students who have em- 
barked on or taken part-time courses for the Part I examination without any 
guarantee that facilities will be available to study for the Part M examination. 
Such students will be unable to secure any help from full-time schools, for since 
1961 their policy has been that they would not offer one year courses for the Final 
examination, Unless a student has an assurance that part-time courses will be 
available for the Part M examination he should be aware of the difficulties that 
are likely to confront him, as should those senior librarians who are responsible 
for recruiting and advising him. 


JACKSON'S LIBRARY SERVICE LTD. 


Public and County 
LIBRARY BOOKSELLERS 
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Liverpool Road 
SOUTHPORT 


Telephone: 78568 


-m we an tn um GE mA 200 ee Ee UNDA pm GAS “Y Ub GP 90 Mis GAB (RUD 00m Wu Me F 
amm gum mu EM umm GEB E img A A GENS ee AA AM O E A ee DEA up OP MA eee 


+ 


n BES MS Apa eee ei 


ii 


Despite the failure to establish a central clearing house for admissions to schools 
of librarianship there should not be great difficulty, albeit some waste of time, for 
suitable applicants to obtain a place in a library school. There are now 1,844 
students currently attending schools of librarianship of whom 1,558 are non- 

graduates, including 621 with F.P;E. or Entrance, Anticipated enrolments to the 
^ schools next year total over 1,400, compared with 1,129 this year and 800 in 1964, 
which should give a student population next year of about 2,200. 

The education of special classes of librarians who are unable to attend full time 
library schools is currently being considered by L.A, sub-committees who are 
discussing the provision of a special certificate for Overseas Librarians and courses 
for scientists employed in scientific and technical libraries. 

The Library Association is feeling its way carefully over granting the privilege 
of internal examining to the library schools. It has been recommended that the 
applications of three schools, with certain provisos be approved, This is after 
checking that each school's application meets the required standards and on the 
basis of a detailed report from visitors to the schools which are considered by the 
Board of Assessors who in turn recommend accordingly to the L.A. Education 
Committee. 

It seemed at one time as if that before internal examining really got under way, 
it would be superseded by the advent of the Council for National Academic, Awards 
degrees. Indeed proposals for courses for a C.N.A.A. degree in librarianship were 
in an advanced stage of preparation by various library schools. However the 
publication of Statement No, 3 by the C.N.A.A. seems likely to delay the establish- 
ment of these degrees in librarianship, for Paragraph 5.2 makes it clear that it is 
envisaged that the emphasis of degree courses will be on academic disciplines 
which, while they may include an introductory study of professional subjects, are 
not intended to include detatled vocational knowledge. This not only is at variance 
with the plans of library schools, it is also unlikely to meet the requirements of the 
Library Association. 

D. J. BRYANT 


FOR LIBRARY USE 
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SUGGESTED READING IN LIST C PAPERS 
PAPER 203. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY AND LIBRARIANSHIP OF GEOGRAPHY. 
By Mrs. C, B. M. LOCK, B.A., Ph.D., A:L.A: 

The student should first acquire some knowledge of the broad development of 
geographical studies and the modern concept of Geography. The greater his under- 
standing, the more readily will he appreciate the requirements of the literature, the - 
value of individual works and such other aspects as e.g. the contributions made 
by French, German, British and American geographers, and the machinery for 
geographical control, especially in Great Britain. Interesting and authoritative 
works for preliminary reading, each in. itself a standard, include 

Wooldridge, S. W. and East, W. G. The spirit and punpose of geography, revised 
edition, 1958, 9th impression revised, 1962. 

Taylor, Griffith, and others. Geography in the 20th century . . . 3rd ed., 1957. 

Freeman, T. W. A 100 years of geography. 1961. 

Hartshorne, Richard, The nature of geography . . . 1939, reprinted, 1956, and 
Perspective on the nature of geography. 1957. 

Crone, G. R. Background to geography, 1964; Modern geographers, 1951; 
Maps and their makers, 2nd ed., 1962. — 

'Three inaugural addresses, all reprinted, are useful pointers to current ideas; 
Darby, H. C. The theory and practice.of geography; Monkhouse, F, J. The concept 
and content of modern geography; Balchin, W. G. V. Research in geography. 
Halford Mackinder's basic statement of 1887, "The scope and methods of geog- 
raphy" is central, particularly to British geography (re-printed with introduction 
by E, W. Gilbert, R.G.S., 1951). 1964 saw the publication of important works 
for. the International Geographical Congress in London, all most helpful in this 
context, The “Abstracts of 1964 Congress papers" should be scanned. Note also 
the list specially compiled for the occasion, “A selection of British Government 
Publications for the geographer”. (HiM.S.O.). Of the many works on geography 
in education, two R.G.S, reports are particularly useful for us, “Geography in 
education", 1955 and “Geography and technical education”, 1958; the Ministry of 
Education Pamphlet No. 39, “Geography and education"; and, for many practical 
points, Unesco: Source book for Geography Teaching, 1965, including a 
bibliography. 

Having now some idea of the philosophy and scope of the whole field, the 
student should be in a position to work in detail To avoid the superficiality 
inevitable if the entire literature were to be covered in the limited time avail- 
able, full-time students all study the basic "core" source material, and, in addition, 
each specialises in the literature of one systematic branch and one regional study. 
The latter may be, e.g. “France” or “New Zealand", or it may be the literature 
for a local study such as the West Midlands, the whole point being to give each 
student the opportunity to make an individual contribution, using initiative 2nd 
imagination. Examination questions are suitably worded to allow for these options, 
which should be chosen in such a way that they support each other and the main 
body of the work and enable some study in depth, 

Here, only the briefest guidance towards the main body of source matenial is 
possible, The major general bibliographical and other reference works should- be 
revised from the point of view of geographical content, including Walford, Winchell 
and, most important, Vol. H of Malclés” "Les sources du travail bibliographique", 
Chapter XIV. Some attention should be siven to national bibliographies—not all 
include maps, “Bibliographical services, throughout the world,” together with the 
continuation notes in Bibliography, Documentation, Terminology, is the key tool 
here. The basic bibliographies and guides are: 

Bibliographie géographique internationale, 1891— 
Bibliographie geodésique internationale, 1928—1960 
Bibliographis Geodaetica, 1963— 

New geographical literature and maps, 1951— 
Current geographical publications . , . 1938— 
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Geographisches Jahrbuch, 1866— 

Wright, J. K. and Platt, E. T. Aids to geographical research . . . 2nd ed., 1947. 

Cons, J. and Honeybone, R. C. Handbook for geography teachers, 5th edition, 
by vendi and Long, 1964. 

Saxelby, C. H. A geographer's reference book. 1955. 

Special bibliographies are numerous, one of the most important being Cox, E. G. 
A reference guide to the literature of travel . 

Orbis Geographicus 1964/66 should be studied, and used for information on the 
1.G.U., geographical and cartographical societies and academic institutions through- 
out the world, special agencies and offices,.and map collections. There is ample 
guidance to Bmitish collecions of interest to geographers; one of the special guides is 
de Paris, P. M. Librany resources in the Greater London area, no. 1: Maps. 

The files of e.g. the LG.U. Newsletter, The Geographical Journal, The Geographi- 
' cal Review, Geography, Scottish Geographical Magazine, Focus, Economic Geog- 
raphy, Annales de Géographie, should be scanned, together with those relevant to 
the optional subjects, paying particular attention to any abstracting and reviewing 
services and regular bibliographical features, Harris, Chauncy D. and Fellman, J. D. 
A union list of geographical serials, 2nd ed., 1960, gives the chief periodicals 
devoted to geographical subjects proper, but the variety of periodical and report 
literature of interest to the geographer, in one aspect or another, should be 
appreciated, Similarly, the wealth of encyclopaedias of use in both general and 
special studies, gazetteers, glossaries, dictionaries and terminologies; yearbooks, 
data books and statistical services; also the special forms, abstracting services, 
festschriften, theses, symposia and multi-volume compendia. See, e.g. "Directories 
and their use in geographical inquiry" in Geography, November 1964, with other 
references; "The geographer and the commercial library: some unexplored sources" 
in The Manchester Review, Spring, 1962. 

Cartography must figure largely in the course and there should be some under- 
standing of its development and of current techniques, U.N.: World Cartography 
[951—4s of fundamental importance, also the International Yearbook of Cartog- 
raphy (four issues to date), the Bulletin of the International Cartographic Associa- 
tion, 1962—, The Cartographic Journal, British Cartographic Society, 1964—, 
"Cartographical Progress" section in The Geographical Journal, and Imago Mundi, 
1935—, The chief current bibliography is the Bibliographie cartographique inter- 
nationale, 1949—. The O.S. series should be known especially well, and the guides 
to them published by the O.S. See also, e.g. "Continuous revision of the O.S." in 
Geog. J., March 1965. The nature and use of geological, soil, land use and other 
special purpose maps, with examples, also needs study, Useful here are Penrose 
Annual 1964, 171—, 203—, 211— and "Landmarks in British cartography" in 
Geog. J., December 1962, Special features of the International Map of the World 
1:1M, the LC.A.O, World Aeronautical Chart, World Land Use and other inter- 
national mapping, and one or two foreign national series should be studied. Atlas 
production should be studied in outline, including world and special atlases and the 
development of "national" atlases. Notable examples should be studied in detail, 
e.g. “The Times Atlas of the World" and the great Italian, Russian and German 
world atlases; the Oxford series; the “Atlas of Britain and Northern Ireland”; the 
national atlases of, e.g. Finland, France, Australia, Czechoslovakia; outstanding 
special atlases such as the “Mercantile Marine Atlas”, the “Atlas of Diseases" 
and other examples from the chosen section. If available, Salichtcher, K. A. Atlas 
nationaux: histoire, analyse . . . 1960, will be found helpful; also Thiele, Walter. 
Official map publications . . . 1938; Chubb, Thomas. The printed maps in the 
atlases of Great Britain and Ireland: a bibliography, 1579—1870: Phillips, P. L. 
and Le Gear, Clara E. List of geographical atlases in the Library of Congress, 
1909—; Goodman, M. C. Map collections in the United States and Canada: a 
directory, 1954; Bagrow, Leo. Die Geschichte der Kartographie, English edition 
revised by R. A. Skelton, 1964; Tooley, R. V. Maps and map-makers, 2nd edition 


(continued on page vil) 


Her Majesty?s Stationery Office 


“A few people have always known that some of the best 
reading in the world is to be bought very reasonably from 
His Majesty’s Stationery Office” (The Evening Standard 
1925) 


Forty years later, many more people are aware of the value of 
Government publications and of their relevance to the life and work 
of all sections of the community. Librarians have played a major 
part in making them available to teachers, students, specialists in 
many fields, bibliophiles, professional and businessmen, and to all 
of these and others in their common role as citizens. The widening 
scope of Government concern is reflected in the increasing variety 
of official publications, and the part played by librarians in 
making them available for reference grows in importance —— 
correspondingly. 


HMSO is also the United Kingdom distributor of the publications 
of the United Nations and its agencies, including UNESCO, and 
of the various European organisations. We shall be pleased to 
supply free on request (to P6A Section, Atlantic House, Holborn 
Viaduct, London E.C.1) a leaflet describing our catalogue service 
and other bibliographical material on subjects of special interest. 


[x] [X] Ei [9] 


The publications can be purchased from the Government Bookshops in 
London (post orders to P.O. Box 569, S;E.1), Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, 
Manchester, Birmingham and Bristol, or through any bookseller 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING 


By James G. Ollé, Lecturer, Loughborough School of Librarianship 


Introduction 


The purpose of this article is to draw the attention of students to some of the 
more interesting and significant developments which have taken place since my 
book, An introduction to British government publications, ‘was published ‘by the 
A.À.L. in March 1965. 


The machinery of government 


Inevitably, government publications are affected by changes in the functions of 
government departments, which have been frequent in recent years. A very important 
change in 1965 was the re-organisation of scientific research for civil purposes. 

The Department of Scientific and Industrial ¡Research (D.S.I/R.), established 
in 1916, has now disappeared. ‘Most of its research stations have been transferred 
to the new Ministry of Technology. The number of scientific research councils 
has been increased to five (Medical, Agricultural, Natural Environment, Science, 
and Social Science), and these are all under the control of the Department of 
Education and Science, A year ago, the Department of Education and Science 
established an Office .of Scientific and Technical Information (O.S.T.L) to stimulate 
activity on information problems and to co-ordinate the work of the various 
bodies interested in the handling and dissemination of scientific and technical 
information. O.S.T.T. has already aroused a great deal of interest, but its Director 
has stated that it will function largely as a catalyst in the investigation of scientific 
information problems and it is not expected that it will itself publish very much. 

The difference between the organisation of civil science as it was in 1964, and 
as it became in 1965, will be better understood by studying the diagrams included 
in a recent textbook by R. J. P. Carey entitled Finding and using technical infor- 
mation (Edward Arnold, 25s). 

Also, in 1965, a new Department of Economic ‘Affairs was established. One way 
and another it has been in the news ever since. 

I stated in the Introduction to British government publications that little had yet 
been done to codify English law. This very important problem will now receive 
attention. In June 1965 assent was given to the Law Commissions Act and under 
its provisions two ‘Law Commissions have been set up, one for England and one. 
for Scotland. To quote the Act: “It shall be the duty of each of the Commissions 
to take and keep under review all the law with which they are respectively con- 
cerned with a view to its systematic development and refonm, including in particular 
the codification of such law, the elimination of anomalies, the repeal of obsolete 
and unnecessary enactments, the reduction of the number of separate enactments 
and generally the simplification and modernisation of the law . . . ”. 

Details of these and other changes made over the past year in the machinery of 
government will be found in the issues of the O & M Bulletin for May 1965 and 
February 1966. The overall situation with regard to the functions of the various 
government departments is made clear in the 1966 edition of Britain: an official 
handbook. 

To understand fully the nature of certain government publications, it may be 
necessary to study in some detail either the work of individual government de- 
partments, or the complexities of parliamentary procedure. 

The classic work on parliamentary procedure is a remarkable volume com- 
monly known as “Erskine May”. The 17th nevised edition of Erskine May’s treatise 
on the law, privileges, proceedings and usage of Parliament, edited by Sir Barnett 
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Cocks, was published in 1964 (Butterworth, £6 6s). Although at first glance this 
seems a very formidable work, it is, in fact, very lucid on a number of matters 
bearing upon Parliamentary Publications. 

The Political Quarterly for July 1965 was a special issue on Parliament, The 
contributions include essays on the Committees of the (House of Commons, the 
Library of the House of Commons and a classified bibliography of parliamentary 
studies for the period 1961-1965, 

In 1964 the second, revised edition was published of an important bibliography 
sponsored by the Hansard Society for Parliamentary Government, namely, 
Government and Parliament in Britain, by John Palmer (Hansard Society, 7s. 6d). 

The only substantial addition to the literature on the work of the government 
departments is a book called The government explains, by Mrs. Marjorie Ogilvy- 
Webb (Allen & Unwin, 28s.). This is a detailed report on the government’s informa- 
bion services, based on the investigations of a Study Group appointed by the Royal 
Institute of Public Administration. There are substantial sections on the work of the 
Central Office of Information. 


New government publications 


There has been no diminution in the scale of government publishing over the 
past year, but of the thousands of publications issued the only ones that need 
be mentioned are a few which are notable examples of their type. 

H.M.S.O. has published two new quarterly periodicals likely to have a wide 
appeal. They are the Victoria and Albert Museum Bulletin and Trends in Education 
(Department of Education and Science), 

There are also two new annual publications, the Abstract of regional statistics, 
from the Central Statistical Office, and the Diplomatic Service List, from the 
Diplomatic Service Administration Office. 

The Department of Economic Affairs has rapidly established itself as a depart- 
ment of vital importance, whose publications cannot be overlooked. During its 
first year it has issued “Regional Studies” of seleated areas, reports from the 
National Board for Prices and Incomes and several widely discussed policy state- 
ments, which have been published as Command Papers (e.g., The National Plan, 
Cmnd. 2764). 

A Command Paper which has personally ¡interested many librarians is the 
Report of the Committee on Social Studies (Omnd. 2660), known as the “Heyworth 
Report”, This has come from the Department of Education and Science, 

The 750th anniversary of the sealing of Magna Carta was marked by the publica- 
tion of an excellent C.O.I. booklet, written by Sir Ivor Jennings, entitled 
Magna Carta and its influence in the world today. 

The National Lending Library has published through H.sM.S.O. the first edition 
of Current serials received by the N.L.L., which lists over 20,000 serial titles currently 
received in March, 1965, and the N.L.L. is itself publishing, for free distribution, two 
new serial bibliographies, namely, Index of conference proceedings received by the 
N.L.L. and British research and development reports, _ 

The Ministry of Transport has added to the list of H.M.S.O’s best-selling titles 
with its pamphlet New traffic signs. 

Students of typography may be interested to know that a new British system of 
computer. typesetting and indexing is being used in the production of the 
British Imperial Calendar. 

The bibliographical control over H.M.S.O. publications remains basically the 
same, but as from February Ist, 1966, the Daily List has provided additional in- 
formation about all HJM.S.O. and agency publications. For each item the entry 
now shows the number of ‘pages and the size in inches and centimetres, It is also 
stated if a publication is illustrated or bound. This additional information has been 
incorporated in the Monthly Catalogue as from the February issue. Consideration 
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is now being given to the possibility of further improvements in H.M.S.O's lists 
and catalogues. 

. H.M.S.O. insists that the Daily List is a sales list and it excludes from it all the 
publications which are distributed free by other departments. It is rather strange, 
however, that the ipolicy of excluding free publications should be applied to those 
published by ¡H.M.S.O. itself, so that one cannot discover from the Daily List 
whether new or revised Sectional Lists have been published. 

For several years H.M.S.O. has published (primarily for overseas distribution) 
a select, classified general catalogue of publications in print, covering some 300 
titles, each one briefly annotated, This catalogue is called H.M.S.O., the British 
government publisher; a selection of publications, Copies are available free from 
H.M.SOO. (P10A), Atlantic House, Holborn Viaduct, London, E.C.1. i 

The Patent Office and the Ordnance Survey act almost entirely as their own 
publishers. During the period under review, the Patent Office has published its 
millionth Patent Specification and the Ordnance Survey has been transferred from 
the control of the Ministry of Agriculture to that of the Ministry of Land and 
Natural Resources. 

In February, 1966, the Minister of Land and Natural Resources announced that 
the staff of the Ordnance Survey is to be substantially increased over the next ten 
years, in order to expedite the production of up-to-date large-scale plans, which 
are urgently needed for most parts of Great Britain. 

During the past year, the most interesting maps actually published by the 
Ordnance Survey have been in its small scale series. One-inch “Tourist” maps have 
been published of the New Forest and the Cambridge area, and several more maps 
of this kind have been promised. The first sheet (Hampshire) of a new series of 
county administrative maps of England and Wales has been published, on a scale of 
approximately ł inch to a mile. A new map of Great Britain on the 1:1 million 
scale is the Ordance Survey’s contribution to the International Map of the World, 
which is being produced by many countries under the sponsorship of the United 
Nations. Finally, the Ordnance Survey “ten-mile” Route Planning Map has been 
warmly welcomed by long distance road users. A revised edition appeared in 
January 1966. 


Literature about government publications 


During the period under review there have been several welcome additions to 
the literature about British government publications. 

The long awaited revised edition of Government information and the research 
worker, edited by Ronald Staveley and Many Piggott, was published by the Library 
Association in January 1966 (42s to members). In a book which will be used 
selectively more often than it is read from cover to cover, a high standard is 
essential throughout. This is difficult to achieve in a symposium, but few of the 
twenty-two contributions to Government information and the research worker 
are likely to disappoint those who turn to them for enlightenment. 

Many readers of Government information and the research worker will share 
the editors’ regret that they were unable to include chapters on the Central Statis- 
tical Office and the Department of Education and Science. However, there is ample 
compensation for the lack of a chapter on the latter Department in an excellent 
pamphlet by Michael Argles and J. E. Vaughan called British government publica- 
lions concerning education: an introductory guide, published by the University of 
Liverpool Institute of Education in April 1966: (Copies may be obtained from the 
Tutor-Librarian, School of Education, 1 Abercromby Square, Liverpool 7, price 
4s, post free.) This is an excellent little work, well organised, informative on 
difficult matters such as reports and Statutory Instruments, and up-to-date enough 
to include a reference to the new periodical Trends in Education, It is cordially 
recommended to students preparing for the L.A's List C Examination No. 303 (Edu- 


à 


cation) and it is likely to be of value, also, to those studying British government 
publications generally, There are several important subjects where similar guides 
to the relevant government publications would be extremely useful. 

The tercentenary of the foundation of the London Gazette did not pass unnoticed. 
It was celebrated by H.M.S.O. in three ways: by an exhibition in the foyer of the 
Mermaid Theatre, by the publication of a facsimile of the issue of the London 
Gazette which described the Great- Fire of London, and, best of all, by the 
publication of an illustrated History of the London Gazette, 1665-1965, by Miss 
P. M. Handover, a book rightly described by H.M.S.O. as “a scholarly contribution 
to the history of journalism”. 

Students who find it difficult to understand the nature and value of Patent Office 
publications may find help in the book by R. J. P. Carey, Finding and using tech- 
nical information, which was mentioned earlier. It includes a good introduction to 
British patents and patent specifications. 

The series of essays on the value of old and new Ordnance Survey maps as 
sources of historical information, which originally appeared in the Amateur 
Historian in 1962-1963, has been reprinted in an illustrated pamphlet entitled The 
historian's guide to Ordnance Survey maps (National Council of Social Service, 5s), 
together with a new essay on the Ordnance Survey maps of Scotland. This pamphlet 
is well worth buying personally and it should certainly be widely available in 
libraries, 

Librarians who have to deal with pre-Victorian Parliamentary Papers should 
take note of an article by Sheila Lambert entitled “Guides to Parliamentary print- 
ing, 1696-1834,” published in the Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, 
May 1965, pages 111-117. This article is a critical assessment of the old Hansard 
Catalogue and breviate of Parliamentary Papers, 1696-1834, which was reprinted by 
Blackwell in 1953 with an introduction and some additions by Professor and Mrs. 
Ford. 

Students who wish to gain some idea of the possible value of old Parliamentary 
Papers in historical studies may well find it difficult to see any examples. A 
classic Parliamentary Paper of the 19th century well worth looking at has recently 
been reprinted entine, with the exception of a few appendixes. It is the Report on 
the sanitary condition of the labouring population of Great Britain, by Edwin 
Chadwick (Edinburgh University Press, 70s). first published in 1842, when it was 
presented to the House of Lords. 


Government bookshops 


There are eight retail government bookshops administered by H.M.S.O. During 
the past year two have moved to new premises. 

The principal London bookshop has moved from York House, Kingsway, where 
it had been since 1938, to 49, High Holborn, London, W.C.1 (near Chancery Lane 
Tube Station). Although this shop is worth a special visit, it is disappointing to 
find that the display area is less spacious than it should be. 

The Manchester bookshop is now at Brazennose House, Brazennose Street. 


J. G. OLLE 

An Introduction to British Government publications. 
1965. 128 pages. 

18s. (12s. to members of the Library Association) 

From J. S. Davey, F.L.A. i 
Hon. Sales Officer, Association of Assistant Librarians, 
49 Halstead Gardens, London, N.21. 


revised, 1952; and Ristow, W. W. and Le Gear, Clara E. A guide to historical 
cartography: a selected list of references on the history of maps and mapmaking. 
The great collections and their catalogues should be considered: the British 
Museum, the Royal Geographical Society, the Bodleian Map Room, the Directorate 
of Overseas (Geodetic and Topographical) Surveys,’ the Library of Congress, 
Bibliothèque Nationale; and the catalogues of e.g. Bartholomew, Philip and 
Stanford. 

The “Final Report on the Classification of Geographical Books and Maps”, 1964, 
of the I.G.U. Commission on the Classification of Geographical Books and Maps in 
Libraries, should be studied in detail, also the principles of the special schemes 
prepared by, e.g. the R.G.S., the Oxford School of Geography, the Bodleian Map 
Department, the Geographical Association, the War Office, the American Geo- 
graphical Society and the Bibliothèque Nationale. Boggs, Samuel W. and Lewis, 
Dorothy C. The classification and cataloging of maps and atlases, is the most 
useful single manual. The treatment of geographical subjects in each of the major 
published bibliographical schemes of classification should be analysed, also special 
schemes such as the Oxford Forestry Classification and the modification of the 
U.D.C. of the Scott Polar Research Institute. “Geography in the public library” 
in L.A.R., December, 1954, is a useful article; also “An information retrieval 
system for maps” (UCLA) in Unesco Bull, January-February, 1966. “The storage 
and conservation of maps: a report prepared by a Committee of the Royal 
Geographical Society” is a key document (Geog. J., June 1955, also reprinted); also 
“The management of map collections and libraries in university geography depart- 
ments" in L.A.R., May 1962; Burkett, J. and Morgan, T. S, Special materials in the 
library .. . section 8, Maps, by G. R, Crone; Le Gear, Clara E. Maps, their care, 
repair and preservation in libraries, Library of Congress, Map Division, Reference 
Department, 1956; Skelton, R. A. “The conservation of maps" in Society of Local 
Archivists Bulletin, October, 1954, 


PAPER 109. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY AND LIBRARIANSHIP OF FRENCH 
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE. 
By D, W. HOPE, B.A., F.L.A. 

In studying the bibliography and librarianship of a subject, a student should 
explore the literature and apply to the subject his knowledge of librarianship. 
The personal exploration should be made in libraries having an adequate stock 
in the subject; students of the bibliography of French language and literature will 
probably be most helped by the stocks of university libraries, 

The student should realise that works on some broader subjects are relevant 
to French literature (e.g. French national bibliographies; encyclopedias of literature; 
bibliographies of writings about modern literatures or about Romance literatures). 
For guidance, the student may consult (besides the familiar large French, English 
and American guides to bibliographies and reference works): 

Collison, Robert L. Bibliographies, subject and national; a guide to their 
contents, arrangement and use. 2nd ed., 1962, (especially pages 92-94, 121-22) 
Malclés, Louise-Noélle, Manuel de bibliographie. 1963, (especially pages 233- 
37, 207-218) 
Langlois, Pierre, and Mareuil, André. Guide bibliographique des études 
littéraires, En appendice: Contribution de la critique étrangére. 3e, éd, revue 
et comigés, 1965. 
(By examining the most recent May issue of PMLA, a student may ascertain the 
present scope of the MLA international bibliography; a file of PMLA in which 
the roman-numbered pages have not been eliminated in binding will reveal how 
Research in progress in the modern languages and literatures became discontinued.) 

The student should choose those works which seem especially useful—as examples 
of each kind—and grow familiar with them, observing, for example: whether a 
bibliography discusses works; lists editions of authors’ works or works about 
them, or both; or if it is working through the alphabet, with ¿he result that 
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it covers some authors in volumes produced long ago and does not yet cover some 
others. 

For librarianship, see 

Asheim, Lester. The humanities and the library: problems in the interpretation, 
evaluation and use of library materials, by Lester Asheim and associates. 
1957. 

Libraries are surveyed in: 

Sutherland, D. M. Modern language libraries; a rapid survey of their resources 
in French (French studies: supplementary publication no. I) 1963. 

The student may begin considening how to arrange catalogue entries for works 
by and about an author by re-reading Working Papers 1-4 of the ICCP: 

International Conference on Cataloguing Principles, 1961, Paris. Report. 1963. 
pages 125-64. 

The arrangement of entries, both author and subject, in catalogues of large 
libraries and in bibliographies should be examined. Choose French authors who 
have written in several literary forms. 

In examining classification schemes, both library classifications and those of 
bibliographies, the student may consider how they arrange an author's works (both 
various assemblages and individual works) and whether they provide for the 
placing of critical works next to the works or work discussed—see 

Raganathan, S. R. Prolegonema to library classification. 2nd, ed. 1957. pages 
348-53. 

Notice how authors and anonymous works are arranged, and how works by or 
about several authors are related to these. Consider to what extent provision is 
made for the actual subject matter or works about literature. 


COMPUTERS AND THE LIBRARY 


The Study Group on Library Applications of Computers at the Queen's University 
of Belfast, which was established in March 1965, has held its second meeting. This 
was to discuss the first report of its Working Party, which consists of Dr, A. H. 
Boyd, Supervisor of the University Computing Laboratory, Mr. R. W. Ewart, 
University Data Processing Officer, and Mr. R. T. Kimber, Assistant Lecturer in 
Library Studies, and Secretary to the Study Group. 

The Study Group is considering the applications of computers to a wide range 
of library problems and is examining first the circulation of books in the library 
of the Queen's University of Belfast. 

The working party's report commenced with a brief survey of mechanised methods 
of book circulation which are currently employed in libraries. Proceeding from the 
experiences of other librarians as discussed in this survey, it sketched a plan for a 
computer-based circulation system in Queen's University library. 

Such a system would take advantage of the facility of real-time operation avail- 
able on the ICT 1900 series computer, which the University is in process of 
purchasing. Records of books loaned and returned would be made by typing book 
and reader information into the computer, which would maintain the file of all 
books on loan from the library in machine-readable form. The computer would 
be programmed to indicate whether or not a given book was on loan, when a 
question to this effect was asked from a typewriter input-output console. Routine 
clerical operations such as the recalling of over-due books, compiling lists of 
books on loan to individual readers, keeping statistics, etc., would be performed 
automatically by the computer, 

The Study Group approved this general system design and the working party 
is now planning the details of the system. Computer programmes will shortly be 
written and tested in an experimental library situation, as simulated in a laboratory. 

The University library staff will derive costs for administering the present manual 
circulation system, and these will be compared with the estimated costs of a 
computer circulation system, obtained from the laboratory experiments. 

A decision will be taken, based on these experiments and cost comparisons, on 
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the value of proceeding to instal a computer-based circulation system in: the 
University library, 
Some later information 


The university computer supervisor, Dr. A, H. Boyd, is writing a computer pro- 
gramme in FORTRAN, based on the flow-chart for circulation control approved 
at the July 1965 meeting of the Study Group. 

The ICT 1907 computer is scheduled for installation in the university’s com- 
puting laboratory in March 1966, and when the preliminary testing is completed, the 
circulation programme will be tested, probably in the summer of 1966. 

This will serve a dual purpose. (i) To test the programme itself, (11) To derive 
a first approximation of the cost of operating a computer circulation system in the 
university library. 

This computer study is a research project of the School of Library Studies, and 
is under the general direction of Mr. R. T. Kimber, in collaboration with the 
university library staff, and members of the department of computing science. 


SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIANSHIP 


This is an outline of a course ta be held at the Leeds School of Librarianship. 
The work will be directed to the L.A. qualifications but with more subject and 
language teaching by specialist lecturers from other Colleges and the University. 

The course is designed to educate and train students for posts as Librarians in the 
expanding fields of science and technology (e.g. industrial, research, medical, public 
technical libraries, etc.) The course will comprise leotures, seminars, tutorials, etc. 
given by librarians and subject specialists on the following topics: 
INTRODUCTION l 

The organisation of scientific research in the U.K. and overseas. The types of 
scientific libraries and the needs of their users (viz. industrial libraries, government 
libraries, information centres, referral centres, etc., etc.) The problems of communi- 
cation in science and technology, 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE LIBRARYJINFORMATION SERVICE 
Personnel management (recruitment, selection, training, organisation of staff). 
Financial management (budgeting, costing, etc., etc.) Teohnical services (acquisi- 
tion, treatment and storage of units of information: books, journals, reports, 
patents, microfilms, etc.) Planning and equipment (designing the physical facilities 
of the service aud the use of modern machines and equipment in organisation and 
administration.) 
INFORMATION: ITS RETRIEVAL & DISSEMINATION 
Lecturers will deal with topics such as classification, indexing and the latest 
machine techniques used in retrieving imformation; the language barrier in 
dissemination, abstracting, editing, preparation of library publications, etc, etc. 
Scientific German or Russian will be taught as part of the course, 


SCIENTIFIC BIBLIOGRAPHY . 

A study of the bibliographical apparatus of science and technology with an 
emphasis (at present) on chemistry/biology/medicine. Prior to a study of the 
bibliography, subject experts will present background information to the termin- 
ology and organisational problems in the subject. Emphasis will be on current 
trends within the field in question, Excellent facilities are available for practical 
work on the literature of the subject at the National Lending Library for Science 
and Technology, and weekly visits are made during the course. 


PRACTICAL WORK 
Apart from the bibliographic practice at N.L¿L., and visits to numerous different 
types of scientific libraries within the area, students will spend three months during 
the course actually working in such a library under supervision. 
NEVILLE DAIN 
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ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH LIBRARY SCHOOLS 
INTEGRATED TWO YEAR COURSES 


As a result of an inquiry received by various of the Schools of Librarianship 
concerning the possibility of entry to full time courses for Part II alone, the 
Executive Committee of A.B.LS, feels it desirable to reaffirm the policy laid down 
in July 1961 by its predecessor, the Schools of Librarianship Committee, viz: 

that the full time preparation of non-graduates for the new Intermediate and 
Final Examinations should be exclusively by means of a full time two year 
course, the two years forming an integrated whole, and that full time courses 
of one year for the Intermediate or for the Final should not be offered. 
While the Committee appreciates that from time to time individual cases may 
occur needing special consideration, it has found no cause to modify or amend the 
policy thus stated in the Library Association Record for November 1962. Two year 
full time courses at Schools do not divide into two equal parts of a year’s duration: 
further, the nature and content of studies for the Part II syllabus are to some 
extent determined in each School by its treatment of Part I. 

In 1962 and more than once subsequently (Record, 65(5): 190, 65(9): 339, 66(6): 
282). A.B.L.S, has given clear warning of the difficulties likely to confront the 
student beginning part time study for Part I without an assurance of continuing 
facilities for Part II studies, and experience has served only to confirm these warn- 
ings. In the light of such difficulties, and so as to remove any reasonable possibility 
of ignorance or misunderstanding, A.B.L.S, feels it desirable to reiterate publicly 
its longstanding policy. 

The Executive Committee would be grateful if this information and its implica- 
tions could be conveyed to all junior members of library staffs who have begun or 
are considering beginning courses of part time study. 

GRAHAM JONES, Honorary Secretary, A.B.L.S. College of Commerce, Gosta 
Green, Birmingham 4, 
21st February, 1966 
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PROJECT INVOLVEMENT 


An important policy of the Manchester School is to attempt to involve students 
in work which is mot necessarily related to the passing of Library Association 
examinations, though it gives background experience which can often be drawn 
upon in the examination room. It is felt that this is one of the major differences be- 
tween full-time and part-time education. 

Much of this work is bibliographical and in this case is directed to the List C 
papers. Arrangements have been made with many libraries in the area to allow 
students the use of their facilities. A member of staff of the Department is at the 
moment editing a second edition of “Libraries in Greater Manchester” and a num- 
ber of students have helped in this work. 

Students have also. been involved in a major reading survey in the area. This 
has been sponsored by a Joint-Committee on Adult Education on which the North 
Western Branch is represented. Under the direction of a Sociologist, students 
questioned readers throughout one week at Eccles Public Library. This year it is 
hoped to question some non-library users, The results of this survey will be pub- 
lished. In an attenrpt to find out if there was a stimulation of reading resulting 
from Educational Broadcasting, students, during their practical work, compiled 
statistical evidence from the records of many libraries throughout the country. 

Some students have become involved in library planning projects. Last year six 
of them produced individual Architects’ Briefs for a new Central Library of 
Rochdale. This involved a number of visits to the library to collect information 
and a final, much-appreciated discussion session with the Chief and Deputy 
Librarians, All of this year’s A3 students have been given a preview of the plans 
for a new Central Library at Salford. H is hoped that both of these new buildings 
will provide some interesting project work in the next few years. 

Students provide themselves with a paper clipping service from national and 
local newspapers. These are displayed for a few days and then filed. Later some 
postgraduate students classify these by the C.R.G. scheme for librarianship, 

Some time ago the students at the School surveyed their own reading habits, 
whether to their delight or dismay, we never found out! 

Practical work periods provide useful opportunities for project work. Some 
useful examples are as follows:— 

l. an enquiry into the effective uses of the Decennial index of Chemical 

Abstracts compared with the Annual indexes; 

2. a comparison of issues and stock of a special library. (This was published 
by the library concerned); 

3. a report of the "Bibliophone" as used in the Delft Technological University 
Library. (This was produced by a student, who on his own initiative went to 
Holland to review the system at first hand.). 

| J. M. ORR 
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FROM THE SCHOOLS... 


EALING 


A study tour of German Libraries was arranged during the Easter vacation. 
Among the places visited were university, public and special libraries in the Cologne 
and Heidelberg areas. 


MANCHESTER 


The Department of Librarianship moves into the new College of Commerce 
building this summer, The new building i is situated in Aytoun Street near the College 
of Technology. Further expansion of the work will be possible and it is da 
to increase the intake of two year students to 100 per annum. 


BELFAST 


Another study tour; this time to London for an intensive seven days, visiting, 
among others, London University and various Colleges, The Board of Trade, R.A.E. 
Farnborough, Hatfield College of Technology, British Museum, N.C.L. and Holborn 
and Hampstead Central Libraries. 


SCOTLAND . 


As was reported last time, this School is now part of the University of Strath- 
olyde, The Library Association Council has approved the post-graduate syllabus as 
meeting the requirements for admission to the ‘Register. The first three year course 
for the degree of B.A. in the School of Arts and Social Studies with Librarianship 
as First Principal Subject will commence in October of this year, The course has 
been referred to the L.A. Board of Assessors to ascertain how it meets the require- 
ments for admission to the Register, Meanwhile, the two-year course leading to the - 
L.A, Examinations, Parts I & II, still continues with ten alternatives offered in list 
C subjects. 


LEEDS 


John Allred writes: 

We are continually experimenting with, and perfecting, teaching techniques. We 
teach as teams covering the different fields of professional studies (organisation, 
bibliography, etc.) and make considerable use of the tutorial system and audio- 
visual aids. We are also trying to improve our assessment of the student’s course 
work by the use of objective tests. 

The student's practical work, in addition to one term's placement in a library 
and the usual range of projects, includes regular literature searches at the National 
Lending Library. A group of students are at present assessing the use of the Classi- 
fication Research Group's scheme for Librarianship in the School's Library. 

We have organised a week's study tour to London in June this year and are. 
hoping. to take some students to Scandinavia next year. 

Finally, we hope to move into fresh premises, still in the centre of Leeds, in 
September. These will have been adapted specially for the Library School. 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


The retiring Education Officer, Jim Davey, has kindly agreed to continue to deal 
with the remaining Correspondence Courses, and enquiries should be addressed to 
him as under: 

Mr. Y, S, Davey, FAL.A., 49 Halstead Gardens, London, N.21. 
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El: maps are used extensively varying in size from one column width to a mip covering 
two pages. Smaller maps are used’ to illustrate the location of towns, and sites of battles. 
Many of the maps have a single colour tint, often rather dull and uninteresting, e.g. that 
for Alaska is tinted brown. The larger countries usually have, several maps as-in other 
encyclopedias. Diagrams are large and clear and can be followed without confusion, e.g. 
those on First Aid show various methods of bandaging parts of the body, and thosé 
illustrating Aerodynamics are very clear. , Transvísion, diagrams are used here also to 
illustrate e.g. Rockets and Geology. The black and white illustrations are by no means this 
, encyclopedia’s best feature. They do, in most cases, illustrate the text and are adjacent to 
it, but the reproduction is poor. Many are too dark and dull, and others, e.g. that on 
Flemish painting, would have been better in colour. The coloured illustrations are collected 
together in sections, é.g. there are eight sides of very attractive coloured illustrations 
showing North Africa and 16 sides of excellent coloured photographs of animals. 
Indexing ia 
One expects an index to guide the user effectively to the information he wants in the 
body of the encyclopedia and with a minimum of references. Ease of scanning is also a 
‘desirable characteristic. : 
AEE: has no general index but has thousands of rdiet in the text both see saad? 
see also, eg. from a narrow to a broader term SKAGWAY see KLONDIKE; from alter- 
native spellings SKALDS see SCALDS. Many occur in actual articles e.g. in that on 
SKELETON there are see references to MOLTING, EAR, FACE, HEAD, TONGUE, 
RIBS, SPINE, PELVIS, ARM, HAND, FOOT and LEG, and see also ' references to 
BODY, HUMAN; BONE; CARTILAGE; GROWTH and ZOOLOGY. There are also. 7 *' 
lists of’ related articles at the end cf major topics e.g. after the article on SOUTH ` 
AMERICA there are references to 48 geographical topics, 32 cities, 78 animals and insects,  ' 
72 plants and plant products, and 27 economic activities. A network as detailed as this ` 
performs all of the functions of a conventional index. 
AE: Separate index volume includes two special: lists: population of towns and cities . 


according to the 1961 census, and wrecks and shipping disasters. Arrangement is word by E 
word and there are three columns to the page. Entries are grouped under key word, but, 1, ~ 
since the typography is very clear this does not hindér use. Page reference for major article ` 


is given in bold. Titles and scientific (botanical and zoological) names are in italics. | 

CB: Clear introduction to use of index. Three columns. per page, entry words in bold | * 
with grouped entries. Pronunciation key for difficult words. Not just an index — gives 
explanations and definitions e.g. 

CUCKOO-SPIT white froth produced on giani by larvae of froghoppers. 
Illustrations are brought to the attention by means of italics. 

CE: text, illustrations, maps and bibliography all indexed in one sequence, the last. - - 

three being brought to the attention by use of italics. Entries arranged letter by letter — up * 
to the comma in the case of inversions. Identical headings are arranged in the sequence: 
persons, places, things. Five columns to the page but does not appear to be overcrowded. 
Bold sans-serif is: used for entry words. Entries under keywords are arranged not'in a 
group but in a column — much easier to use. The index volume includes a 200 page 
bibliography and a series of ' 'Study guides" i.e. a system of references to guide the study 
of broad fields. ; 

CPE: The index, called the “Easy reference fact-index" is spread over the unit-letter - 
volumes. Thus all terms beginning with A are found in the A-volumes. Three columns to 
the page, entry words in bold type, grouped entry. Pronunciation key for difficult words. 

Includes many entries which other encyclopedias put in the body of the work e.g. brief ` 
biographies of individuals, gazetteer information, definitions, and special lists, e.g. “"Abdica- 
tions of importance," "Abbreviations . . . ” and "Addressing -officials.” The question 
about this system is —- does it save time? To check this one column in volume Á was 
surveyed and the distribution of references to letters of the alphabet was as follows: A—18; 
B—11; D—3; F—2; G—5; H—6; It; J—1; L—3; M—4; N—2; O—2; P—3; 
S—6; Usi: V—1; w—2 i.e. only 25% appeared in the volume being haridled at the 
time. 

EA: the index € includes an illustrated chronology of world events from 
1960—1964 and, a good guide to the use of the index. Entries are arranged word by 
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A “word, de with" the: same’ name are “not arranged i in any helpful! sequence, simply b the. 

- second word. Varying. types-are. used: for “entries but overall the EA ‘index is less effective 
"' o than CE. The paper- is ‘darker and” the. type faces heavier, larger, and more disturbing to 
y thè, eye, making the. page Appear crowded, even, ; though; there are only four columns to the. 
^. 4. page compared with five for. CE. ^.^. ` "E 

o; 7 EC: no general. index — self banë E: means “of references, but not ás complete a 
Ld D network a$ in AEE; "The. final volume: includes” an atlas of Canada specially commissioned 
oo for.EC; with its own index. e d i 

E D El: By. its use of light ‘coloured type, chain methods of listing subdivisions, the index 

1> gives an. impression, of spaciousness” and clarity akin to that of -CE. These qualities are . 
2 m ^ heightened: by: the ise of sans-serif type. Four columns to the page. Letter by letter 
. -arfangement. A miñor criticism is that in the volume reviewed the évenness of, the.printing 
i fluctuated ‘throughout.’ The study and: career’ guides are brought to me user's attention 
_ respectively by- a black arrowhead and a solid black circle.’ 


ru D ^ i m 


2 Conclusions. ET C Vc ee EE E 
Ca NE, dti is not the aim of this comparative review to arrive ata "best buy’ "—the pc 
, are'too. diverse for this but one or two comments c can be made concerning their ae 
“tor. British libraries. | . > : ^ 

ov - AFE: fhis ‘is-a curious encyclopedia : mendo. Te already .been made of its old. 
` “fashioned appearance, yet it is up-to-daté, easy to use-and objective, e.g in the ‘article: ‘on F 
: . ANGOLA it. mentions the recent racial troubles whereas the CB makes no mention. It is 
^, ^" t'available.in anvalterriative, more modern, binding, and: edited for British use would’ Probe 
nts. ably be well received in school libraries. 
‘c+ + AE; intended primarily ‘for Australian’ use this would nevadas be isai in, large ` 
MEL “British reference. libraries which required an authoritative source of information on the 
"is E : sub-continent. .. ne 


LN 


a - CB: ^a useful buy : «for primary “schools, being n more dE than the Oxford. Junior. 
F ».Entirely. British: and téasonably priced. 2" 

v x52 CE: this would be ah excellent encyclopedia for use iri secondary schools and colleges 
: Us òf further. education. It is international in scope with more British contributors than, either i 
x ^^, EA or El. Thebibliography could do with revision. 

es UT . CPE: ‘not. normally available in Britain and as it stands would not be very suitable for 


; . ¿use in this country. 1t.is; howéver,'a most’ interesting cóncept in encyclopedias. and-should - 
wat s its: publishers decide | to bring» out a British, version’ théy would probably be amply re-. 
AS a. .'warded. Again — excellent, for school: 'and college ' use; even. for did Adult use,:sáy : 
er 2 in branch libraries." ME > 

nte "e _ EA: this, of course, is too welt known to require mu comment, . bit it is ‘teresting’; 
m e to' note that it seems to haye more of:an' American bias than either CE or El. One woúld 
-. “expect any reference library to possess, this but branch libraries and colleges would prob-.. 
w+. ably find CE or EI better suited to their needs. ^ =’ > 

ot.) EC: again primarily for regional use but valuable: to larger eternos libraries: 

> E | El: the nearest. parallel to this is: CE ‘and the choice between them depends upon what < 
aon ¡kind of an: encyclopedia: one-wants..CE has the: broad approach, EI the specific, both have ' 
“a 4 * additional .features, but CE is more attractively presented. Both are up-to- -date, El piob- 
a +  "ably has ‘the more recent bibliographies. he vu : | 


' Acknowledgements: Thanks are due: to the’ following" students who sabi materia) 
- which has been used in this survey: C. R. ee M. J. Holmes, Miss J. Standish, 
C Miss; M Templeman, . and, J. R. Towlson.. 


7: MORE ABOUT ENCY CLOPAEDIAS 


o Walford and Winchell will tell ‘you. about encyolopaedias. So too ‘will Hertfofdshire * 
*.:^- «County's “Reference books. for the home”; compiled by John Davies,’ A. L.A., and dated, 
^ x "March 1966. Adult encyclopaedias covered are, Penguin, Pears,: ‘Collins. New Age. 
he + Hutchinson's New T wentieth Century, Columbia, Everyman’s, Encyclopaedia International - 
s. “sand: ‘Chambers’s. The: section on Children's Encyclopaedias also refers to the Wich? 

= ñ report,. January 1964... It. lists Junior World.. Encyclopaedia, Black's Children's Encyclo- 
.' + «.',paedia, Children's Dictionary; Children’s Britannica, ‘Oxford’ Junior Encyclopaedia and | 
po 0129 Wong Book ON LIS M ; MEE Li 
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E “are ‘pleased’: to introduce . 


| THE me 


(20: vols): 


^ The (only) Encyclopedia : 
El of the Sixties ! E 5 i E 


^l This: erene Work f the d 
^. World “of. dede: ‘scores, a 
jj. number o Nets E 
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E I Te E 
ne dt is new ! E 
; dt is readable! | 


E ‘Teachers and banan like 
.| ‘particularly, the comprehen- - ; 
H- “sive coverage. of ‘technical : 
| subjects, the” glossaries of | 
. “specialist ' “terms - and the- 
| imaginative’ and colourful ' 

* Visual uds y v. | 


` at 
a^ “hy a 


zm 7 


Vie € or-| "iphone dor further Y 
ES rel go eges 
- The Manager, | | 


[School and Library. Division, 
Mx The Grolier Society Limited, . 


34/35 ;Farringdon. ‘Street, o > 


“LONDON: E.C.4. . 


, Telephone: CENtra 10841. 


x 
" i. 
* 
] n 
p ; 
^5 ind " 
r > b r 
N i ka e + 
4 + - 
21 q F A 
: na TE 3 io 
Zu 4 > 1 + * 
? ` H 4 2 ^ 
T few E + de - 
(7 u X tg. "Y = 
4 a 532". ~ : 
-^ E : 
“4 tom ` 


+r e d UM t. 
n E ki t La 
No * Qv 
2 * - iy 
mo x. Y 
UE HE 
x EOK ? 
i "b A 
; "t 


s 
Ü 





qe is easy to use | r DU 
















AMERICAN - ES 
«HANDBOOK ^ |j 
came most-up to date and s l 
comprehensivé guide. to s Nos 
. South and Central America, ^ B. -- 
Mexico. and the Caribbean. E EN 
m (900 pages) - i SU 
a - 1966 EDITION : io 
` Ms, (by post 22s.) ne 24 
» | f 7 ‘obtainable from i í Pus 
In TRADE & TRAVEL. D^ 
PUBLICATIONS LTD. 4. 
- Dept. AL. . "a a (Cue 


E LEÁDEN HALL STREET, 
: LONDON, E.CJ3.. 


.PROMPT 


E “ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS, © 
: aor LIMITED . 


- 


-359 CITY ‘ROAD, LONDON). E Ca. 
"n SER yen 


7 20 q DISCOUNT. 
: DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES . 


RADIO- . TELEVISION. . 
" TAPE RECORDERS ~ 





E ae i bo. Y " ELTE ET 
s i : 1 MEET 
n " x 
DE NE 
e R M R? E | 
A etit 
A Kira, DP 
E S> A 
x « 
£' BE if 1 
i E e i 
het 
La no... 
for. ‘MUSIC Srt ah. 
. AE 
Y 


MUSICAL LITERATURE: — || 5. 
» o AND , MUSIC, BINDING | deeem 





Zu e. Lys è 
i . nak RM 
. 99; ‘St. Martin’ 's Lane, "ogg 
vp. 
hows Rn np 
London, W .C. 2 cov. 1612 EAS 
; , : nd Ji * 
* Complete Music Service Provided ED E 
7 . el à "M ESPTE 
> 27x. ^ % 
i ^ o 1 “ ki 
: à ¿ : P " E i 
a fy a » P . AZT. es ame 
ax » a Um SUME CREE 
ta s ; B 1 g E RH 5. t 
1 C s e a a > i i * E ^ 
$ <a? T, 4 ^. T o 
X. em , Y > . -ly " a 
1 aa 1A pe P - LI YA r " te ^. 


YOUR LETTERS  . 
CITY LOANS 


In an interesting article on the London 
Union Catalogue in your recent issue, Mrs. 
Tagg, the Catalogue's Editor, mentions 
that “Guildhall is purely a reference 
library". This is of course true in that 
Guildhall Library, the Commercial Refer- 
ence” Room, St. Bride’s Printing Library, 
and the various. special collections are 
purely for reference. I am sure, however, 
that your readers will be interested to 
know that from 1st April, 1966, the City 
of London became a lending library 
authority. The new service is being run, 
under the Guildhall Librarian, by Mr. E. 
W. Padwick, F.L.A., Principal Lending 
Librarian. 

The contribution which the City can 
make by library loans through the L.U.C. 
will be small for the immediate future be- 
cause the service consists at the moment 
only 'of the Institute libraries which have 
been taken over and are being operated 
by the City. The planning of future dis- 
trict libraries is proceeding and we hope 
that the first will come into operation on 
the Ist April, 1967. In due course, there- 
fore, the City will play its part in the 
inter-library loan scheme of the London 
area. 

GODFREY THOMPSON, F.L.A., Guild- 
hall Librarian, City of London. 


MERSEY BEATEN? 


After reading Mr. Nevill Wood’s letter, 

“Mersey Beaten?” I feel I must write and 
: comment, as it is obvious that he is not 
considering all the aspects of the case. 
. There are, of .course, "active young 
librarians", but many of these may not 
have the chance to attend meetings. They 
may work at libraries where tlie full staff 
is required all the time, and consequently 
cannot obtain leave to attend meetings. In 
my Own case this is somewhat true. I 
would like to attend meetings, but often 
- they are held on the wrong day, a day 
when I am on duty till 7 p.m. Sometimes, 
meetings are held at towns which are too 
far away, but I expect this must follow 
when the division I belong to. comprises 
a large county.* Possibly this reason for 
non-attendance at meetings is invalid in 
the Livernool and District Division. 

Mr. Wood, no doubt has more time 
to spare to attend these meetings, although 


DENMARK STUDY TOUR 


— 


X f : 7 
- I found as a student at the same library 


schoo] that much. of my spafe-time was 
taken up with study. In this, I mean 
nothing derogatory towards the tutors or 


© Mr. Wood, but that I have to work hard 


in order to make certain I pass my ex- 
aminations. This is a personal characteris- , 
tic, but it is possible that this characteristic 
exists in other students, who consequently 
could not go to Divisional Meetings. 

For the same reasons both these groups 
would not have time to serve on Divisional 
Committees. Both Mr. Cousins and myself 
have stated these views in a letter to the 
Assistant’ Librarian in 1963. 

Mr. Wood does not say if he proposed 
any candidates. Perhaps he was not able 
to do so, as he may not be a member of 
the -particular division. But it is easy to 
criticize, the difficulty. comes -sQ trying to 
be constructive. 

MARTIN FISHER, ‘County Branch 
Library, Herne Bay, Kent. 


(* In fact, Mr. Fisher is a member of an” 


even larger division- now that G.L.D. 
and Kent have joined to form the South 
East Division—Ed.) 2 


KNOCKING COMPUTERS 


I am surprised that -a professional 
journal which claims to represent pro- 
gressive librarianship, should "knock" at 
the efforts being made to improve the 
standards of service to the reader, and the 
more effective use of professional 
librarians. 

Your April editorial asks, "Have we so 
far forgotten our filing rules as to put 
computers before commuters?” You appear 
to have overlooked the fact that by “ran- 
dom access” (assuming you know what: 
that is), the computer will do away also 
with the conventional filing system. You 
apparently prefer to stick to methods and 
rules by which "complacency" comes. be- 
fore “computers.” x 

Some of us prefer not to be stuck in 
outmoded filing systems, and we would ex- 


. pect support rather than cynicism from the 


"young progressives!’ 
H. K. GORDON BEARMAN, County 
Librarian, West Sussex. 


(The Editor replies: I realise that the 
dim of computers is to improve the ser- 
vice. What I had in mind last April was 
the imperfect present, not the future per- 
fect. At present I know of no British 
public library which enjoys random access 
to a computer.) 


In case the next article makes you want to join the Tour, the person to contact is 
Peter Davis, 65c Belsize Park Gardens, London, N.W.3. 
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“To le i Danmark” 


by Jean Maty Soul & Rita Walker | 


Redder : "Undakyld mig. Hyor er bogene om frimaerker?" 

Counter assistant: "Er ...um ...]al ja!" 

Reader: (somewhat annoyed) “Forstaar De ikke? HVOR ER BOGENE OM FRI 
MAERKER ? ?" 

Counter assistant: (tentel thumbing through phrasebook) “Jeg . . . oh yes! ..» Jeg 
er engelsk bibliothekstuderende.” 

Reader: “Oh, now I understand. But what is an English library student doing in Copen- 
hagen? Is our system. different from yours?” 


The answers to which we hope to provide in this article. (The above conversation, it 
must be admitted, was sof typical of our experiences, but intended as Bait for the 
Browser or a Lure for the Linguist.) 
How did itgll start? l ' l 
~ In the Apring of 1965 several students of the Newcastle Library School, who are 
requiredyto gain practical library experience in this summer vacation, wrote to the 





Dap a dalibrary Director to enquire about the possibilities of doing their work ina: 


Fe rtedbrary. They were referred to the Copenhagen Public Library, whose deputy 
bene "that they were willing to receive two students for six weeks. 

yerae lot fell on us, and. after recovering from the effects of shock and jubilation, we 
applied ourselves to the intricacies of arranging accommodation (in an inexpensive board- 


ing house), booking transport (here the N.U.S. membership was invaluable), and 2 


besieging our local authority for financial aid. We were fortunate in receiving both a 
maintenance grant and a substantial contribution towards travel expenses, since we were 
not getting paid for our work. 

On ‘our first morning, equipped with maps and dictionaries, we stepped from the 
yellow tram at the side of ‘one of the many canals that thread the city, and made our 
way with some trepidation to a building wnose decidedly ancient and monumental aspect 
struck us as a strange contrast to what we had heard about progressive Scandinavian 
public libraries. This was not surprising when we discovered that we were trying to 
force our way into the Royal Danish Library. 

A frantic dash through the streets eventually brought us to our rightful destination : 
an attractive, modern building in the hear: of the city. There we were welcomed (with 
coffee and cream cakes) by the deputy librarian, who outlined our programme for the 
next six weeks. Two weeks were to be spent in each of two branches, and a further 
fortnight at Central. In addition visics were arranged to a county library, a small town 
library, a music library and the Central Bibliographical Office. 


What sort of work did you do? j 
Because of the language problem we were normally limited to non-professional duties, 
though sometimes we were asked to help evaluate a book or review in English. A 


modified Dewey classification was used so we could help in filing cards, stock-checking, 


etc. Counter work was also possible, as a simply operated charging system using small 
photochargers and punched transaction cards is used: both in Central and the majority 
of branches. “However did you: cope with the language?” we were often asked. 
Fortunately all Danish school-children learn English, and the majority of librarians, 


accustomed to using. foreign- language materials, are remarkably fluent. In each depart- 


ment we were attached to a library student. They were most friendly, and we received 


not only a greater insight into library matters but also invitations to their homes and - 


advice on the best shops, and city sights to visit or avoid. 


4 


‘How are library dan trained? 


Librarians must attend library school in sade to qualify. To enter library school they 
need the equivalent of "A" level, and at least six months training in basic routines at an - 
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approved library. They attend lectures at the Copenhagen Library School (which serves ^ 
the whole country) for six months, then work again for two yeats, returning for a final 
year at library school, at the close of which they take their exams to qualify as. 
librarians. During the two year's practical work the trainees (who receive half the salary 
of qualified librarians) are visited and their duties supervised by the library school staff. 
Two hours of their seyen hour day (librarians work a 42 hour week) must be spent on " 
the library premises, reading from a long list of standard works, both fiction and non- 
fiction. Library school lectures and the examination syllabus also lay emphasis on 
knowledge of a wide range of literature, and librarians thereby increase their general 

- knowledge and become familiar with their book stock. "E 
Non-professional staff are encouraged to qualify by attending classes, and their salary 
- is further increased if they complete à year's special training at the Central Library and 
become "library clerks". 'This stricter division improves the effidency of both pro- 
fessional and non-professional work. Another method, which would rejoice the hearts 
of many junior assistants, is the employment of schoolchildren to shelve returned books 
" for which they are paid about 3s. an hour. Any errors are corrected when the shelves 
are checked and tidied each morning. School hours—from 8.0 till 2.0 maka this feasible, 
and longer hours are worked in the school holidays. 


What impressed you most? j 
. Service to readers: has been developed to a high standard in Copenhagen. 3 => 
have been removed on the number of books a reader may borrow, ai 1j Surpas 
actually the staff have noticed only a small increase in issues. Moreover ee HE ee 
Danish Library Act a national system of interavailability of tickets has P7 npoid “sis 
registered Copenhagen reader may borrow a' book from the Roskilde uj SUN ou 
and even return it to Aarhus. Extension services are provided to hospitals aro od PAHOETE - 
readers. For each of these a list is made of books previously borrowed to aw? 3° SENT 
tion and give the librarian an idea of what selection to take). Children's librp4? Sur 
libraries in elementary schools (i.e. for 7—-16 years) are closely linked, book y os op 
for both being carried out by a committee with equal numbers of school and chiléQ. 
librarians. In all the libraries we visited there was a separate teenage section, at least for 
novels; a sensible idea was the provision of duplicated careers pamphlets for loan 
purposes. Last year over 400 small collections were made up at the request of private 
schools, gymnasia (for 16— 18 year olds), youth clubs, and adult education classes. The 
latter are organised on a large scale, are free of charge, and much better attended than 
in Britain. 
Library buildings: we visited several of the new library buildings—they abound, because, 
as a result of smaller local authorities and later library legislation, the Danes do not have 
` our problem of capital tied up in outdated but architecturally sound buildings. We were 
'. most impressed, by the light and cheerful atmosphere achieved. by ample floor space, 
plentiful artificial and natural lighting, and the use of light metal shelving. Offices 
and staffrooms had not been neglected in the attempt to combine practical requirements 
with pleasant surroundings. Whenever possible a garden with seats for readers is 
attached. z 
Perhaps most interesting is the subject department structure at Copenhagen Central. : 
- The setting up of these departments was assisted by the fact that the building was 
originally designed as a large “departmental store”. Each of the five departments has a 
staff whose qualifications, experience, or interest enable them to give-sound advice on 
book-selection, especially of specialized -and foreign language works, and to give the 
best information service to readers. In each department the reader finds reference, lending, 
and periodical material on his subject: general periodicals and quick reference ‘material 
are found in the main reference department, where books from any other section may 
be consulted. The reference department is comparatively small, and seats only 40, -but 
each subject department seats at least 20, and normally these seemed peaceful enough to 
permit study—certainly they were no more noisy than some of our echoing halls of 
reference libraries. The main charging desk at the. library entrance serves all depart: 
ments except the Children's. A dictionary catalogue for all non-fiction also stood close 
to the entrance; the departments have their own subject catalogues in classified sequence. 
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To. our eyes the appearance of thé bookstock made a dreary contrast to their bright 
urroundings. Many Danish books appear as paperbacks and are given "library bindings" 
iceable, but very uninspiring. Of more significance” is the choice of books: the 
















try, and light fiction in Copenhagen at least is virtually non-existent. À number 
f adult readers, especially the older women used to head straight for the teenage section, 
which was the most likely place to have novels they could appreciate. Even the stock 
far the hospital service was similarly restricted. 

~e of the chief factors of the Danish library system is that all libraries wishing to 
ay avail themselves of the central services, book purchase, binding and catalogu- 
‘lable through the Bibliotekscetralen Copenhagen, because of its size and pur- 
-eign material, uses only the bibliographies produced by. the centre and its 


ry, quite unable to afford printing expenses itself, can easily buy these 
“or the Centre by professional librarians, while larger libraries produce 
-li. Another function of the centre is as an agency for library equipment— 
carpets to date stamps-~which -has first been approved by its staff. 
services help the smaller libraries in particular: all Danish libraries have 
a great deal from a generous income, with government. subsidies for over 70 
ese factors, and public confidence in the value of reading have enabled Danish 
farians to give substance to cia high ideals. 


SUCCESS STORY 


To those who are “in the throes”, or about to embark on taking the Library Association 


examinations, it Is encouraging to read that "all things are possible", and the outstanding 


success of an ex-member of Lancashire County Library staff is very worthy of record. 
Mrs. Cynthia Thompson, B.A., joined the staff of Morecambe Regional Library in 
March 1962, when she felt that her two children were old enoügh to allow her to 
undertake full-time work, and immediately investigated the possibilities of qualifying. 
Mrs. Thompson, new to librarianship, quickly realised that with the proposed re- 


organisation of the Library Association syllabus of examinations and the approaching . 


cessation of Correspondence Courses, combined with the fact that, because of her family 


responsibilities, she was not in a position to attend full-time Library School, no time ' 
could be lost in endeavouring to qualify at the earliest opportunity. In. November 1962, 


therefore, Mrs. Thompson commenced the Correspondence Course for the part of the 
then Registration Examination which is one of the most difficult to contend with from a 
County Regional Library—Group B, Bibliography and Assistance to Readers, and whilst 
carrying on with this Course, she sat for Group D (English Literature) in June 1963, 
hoping that her University Degree in English would balance the limited time she had 
for studying Group D at the same time as Group B. This hope was justifed and she 
passed Group D, and was then able to concentrate ‘entirely on Bibliography ahd Assist- 
ance to Readers, with the rewarding result that she was successful in passing that 


examination in December 1963. With two hurdles behind her, Mrs. Thompson, feeling - 


that a qualified librarian should definitely have a real knowledge of book classification, 
embarked on studying "Theory of classification", which she sat for and passed' in June 


1964, despite the fact that during the time she was studying, her husband had secured a 


position in Kendal, which involved her in the great upheaval of moving home from the 


Morecambe area to Kendal, settling her children in new schools, organising many ' 


necessary improvements in the new house which had been purchased, and travelling daily 


from Kendal to her work in Morecambe! The following November Mrs. Thompson ' 


reaped the first reward for her industry and determination, with three parts of Registra- 


tion to her credit she secured the position of Children's Librarian at Kendal Public: 


Library, and resigned from Morecambe Regional Library. Although coping with an 
entirely new field of librarianship, Mrs. Thompson continued her course of.study for 
Registration, and, in June of last year, was successful in passing "Organisation and 
Administration", and "Work with children and young people", with the' result tha: 


iint. 
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ose of a' public library in Denmark is decidedly more educational than in this ~ 


«lists and matching posters which are most useful for display work. Even ` 


= 


1 - 


having just about completed her three years practical experience in libraries, she is now 


registered A.L.A.! i 


_ From new recruit to A.L.A. in three years and three months of day-to-day work ag 

libraries, with the responsibility of a home and two lively school-age children, s 
with a house-removal and a change of Authority to take on added professi 
responsibility, seems to me to add up to a very outstanding personal effort, much to b 
admired, and: making a story worth the telling! As Librarian of Morecambe Regional 


A 


at 








Library my loss is undoubtedly Kendal's gain, but it is gratifying to know that Mrs. 


Thompson has obtained the sort of work which will give her considerable scope 
which she is very obviously enjoying to the full. 
Mrs. B. P. RAWNSLEY, Librarian in Charge, Morecambe Regional Library. 


REVIEWS 7 
HISTORY 


IRWIN, R. The English Library: Sources 
and history. Allen & Unwin,.1966, 40s. 

. The dustjacket says this book is a re- 
vised and expanded version of "The Ori- 
gins of the English Library". So much is 
true but to go on and say that much 
additional material has been incorporated 
must allow one to quibble over the use of 
the word “much”. To give the book a new 
title cannot be prevented, but there is 
always the.danger that it will be considered 
a new work. lt is not. The material on 
‘The age of miracles" from “The Origins" 
has been omitted as most of it now appears 
in the author's "The heritage of the Eng- 
lish Library” and .it is replaced by an 
introduction useful as a caution on both 
'the misuse of history and underestimation 
of -its function. The chapter on Calli- 
machus is a considerable improvement on 
' the earlier one and the notes on Byzantium 


have deservedly been expanded to a full” 


` chapter of their own. 

The wealth of Professor  Irwin's 
knowledge continues to fascinate, right 
down to the gentle correction of Fletcher's 
statement on the type of wood used for 
the bookcases bought by Pepys. 

The rest of the work is much the same 


with additions from further material seen, 


by Professor Irwin. Indeed, it is interest- 
ing to compile a note of the author's read- 
ing since the previous edition. Prominent 
among the titles are: the third volume of 
Knowles “The Religious Orders in Eng- 
. land", Munby's "The Libraries of English 
men of letters", Harrison & Lasslett on 
Locke's library and articles by Kaufman. 
From these and: other sources useful extra 
notes and references are provided, par- 
ticularly in Part 2 "The English Domes- 
tic Library”. 

Both bibliography and index -are much 
_ improved on “The Origins’, the former 
containing more than four times as many 
titles and the latter expanded 24 times, 
though still without a reference to 
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"Pinakes", surprising in vie 
chapter on Callimachus. 

JOHN R. ALLRED, F.L.A 
of Librarianship. 


The English ^ 
Library — 
RAYMOND IRWIN 


A revised and expanded version 
of Tne Origins of the English 

Library studying the background 
against which libraries, books ' 
and literácy have developed from 
classical and medieval times - 

down to the nineteenth century. 


“Professor Irwin has provided by 
far the most readable book as 
yet available” New Statesman 40s. 


ALLEN & UNWIN 





A BRACE OF BINGLEYS 


DAVISON, Keith. Theory of classifica- 
tion. Bingley, 1966, 13s. 6d. (Examination 
guides series.) 

The publication of the volume on classi- 
fication in the Examination Guides series 
is welcome, as it may encourage students 
to widen their reading and so gain a better 
understanding of the fundamental theory 
of classification without which no examina- 
tion candidate can hope to pass. The text 
and the references are remarkably up-to- 
date, though the author emphasises that 
the references are selective. They are pos- 


sibly as much as any student can cope with 
in one year, having tó tackle five other 
bjects as well. The difficulty with any 
ing guide of this type is to strike a 
ce between what may reasonably be 
ained in the text and what may be leit 
o the reading. In this the author succeeds 
reasonably well, but the difficulty can be 
illustrated on page 44 where the definition 
of retroactive notation would certainiy 
need further amplification from the 
reading. Perhaps the best treatment is in 
Vickery's "Classification and Indexing in 
Science," which is not cited. 















he Theory of Classification, 
l of the book. After a 2 page 
introduction the author goes 
into Post-Coordinate indexing (in 


tion of classification) returning later to the 
theory of classification. The reviewer 
would have preferred  Post-Coordinate 
Indexing to have been introduced after the 
limitations of classification and pre- 
coordination had been outlined. These and 
their solutions are nowhere mentioned, e.g. 
Multiple entry, Chain indexing, Rotation 
of classified file or index entries. Post- 
Coordinate indexing is wrongly limited to 
“word” indexing. The whole topic of 
Post-Coordinate indexing would have been 
better dealt with in chapter 5 “The Rela- 
tionship between Classification, Subject 
cataloguing and Indexing.” Here no 
mention is made of the róle of classifica- 
tion as the basis of the hierarchical 
structure of cross-references in the diction- 
ary catalogue, BNB “featuring,” or 
Coates’s technique for deriving subject 
headings from the classification schedules. 
Presumably these topics belong to Cata- 
loguing, which merely emphasises the 
impossibility of separating the’ two 
disciplines. 

The relationship between classification 
and mechanical methods is dealt with in 
chapter 6, a disappointing chapter. More 
might have been said of the feasibility of 
classification in mechanical file organisa- 
tion. Even fixed-feld coding on punched 
cards involves rudimentary coding of the 
punched data. Throughout the work a 
clearer distinction might have been drawn 
between shelf classification and index 
classification. 

Special schemes occupy Chapter 3, prin- 
cipally SfB and English Electric. The 
inclusion of the former might have been 
more suitable for a text on indexing. One 
might have been chosen from the human- 


ess. sophisticated forms the very nega- ` 


ities, e.g. London Education Classification, 
which neither receives mention here nor 
on the section on pronounceable notation. 

In spite of the foregoing criticisms, the 
work was well worth doing. There is 
nothing equivalent in the literature, and 
the publisher deserves credit for his enter- 
prise in doing what the LA or AAL might 
nave been expected to do. It is perhaps a 
pity that the authors of the individual 
volumes in the series have been kept to a 


-reatment of their subjects based so rigidly 


on the sections of the LA syllabi. 
J, A. TAIT, Scottish School of Librarian- 
Sptp. 


WILSON, T. D. and STEPHENSON, J. 
Dissemination of Information. Clive Bing- 
ley, 1966. 15s. (Examination guides series.) 


A series of guides to the examinations 
of any professional body must inevitably 
suffer from the inconsistencies and com- 
promises which accompany official gesta- 
tion. It is perhaps unwise therefore to 
claim, as this series does, that it will 
rapidly achieve a significant place in 
academic study for librarianship. ` 

Paper B31, "Handling and dissemination 
of information,” was originally included - 
in the syllabus of the Library Association’s 
examinations at the instigation of Aslib 
and special librarians, who felt that the 
undoubted importance of their work was 
insufficiently recognized within the educa- 
tional system. As such, its contents reflect 
the vocational interests of industrial 
librarians, but if recent reports are to be 
accepted, in an increasingly limited sense. 
Subjects such as copyright problems, the 
preparation, publication and reproduction 
of library documents may soon be deleted 
from the, syllabus under the pretext that 
they are adequately covered in Part 1 or 
List A papers. As against this the large and 
growing literature of indexing and infor- 
mation retrieval is to continue to be treated 
as an appendage of general information 
service, 

The logic of this approach is difficult to 
comprehend and impossible to justify 
academically. Information service is a valid 
area of study which cannot be confined by 
local or sectional interests. Its techniques 
are of increasing importance in all 
branches of librarianship and indeed have 
benefited from the variety of their sources 
of origin. A more honest approach which 
could command some support would be to 
claim that "special librarianship,” and 
indeed all List A subjects, are entitled to 
two-part papers. - The present situation 
must inevitably lead to a confrontation of. 
ill-orientated students and exasperated 
examiners. 
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‘ per:se. On matters of detail, it is perhaps | 


ps need for and the setting u 
- . information 


These: facts have: been painfully évident.. .and. County branch libraries. There: are 


. «toall who have tackled. this paper over the 


. useful little 
obliged to pa 


past two years and it would seem also 
evident to the compilers. of this otherwise’. 
gen Thus they have felt 

it out with two chapters on 


'" special libraries and sources of information. 


which, if we add the three on indexing 


“- techniques, leaves us with some six out of- 


eleven chapters on information service 


not surprising that there is.no mention of 


«the Weinberg Report, but one would have 


hoped that the. O.E.C.D. studies on. the 
of technical 
have been 


services woul 


. noted. The rather scanty index of ‘some 


`+ Industry. Translation Service" (page 42), ` 
.' "Royal Society” 


. & 


two pages omits “British Iron and Steel 


l i (page 49%) and has” no 
mention of the Lrbrary Association Record 
though this appears several times in “the” 


text. Reference use of the whole’ series. - 


m would -be assisted by the listing’ of refer- 
. ences at the end.of the appropriate chap: ~ serving populations of 25,000 and 17,000. 


- ters, with author and date references only. 
.' in-.the text. m T l i 


“series is of a uniformly high standard, but 








two further sections giving tabulated data. 
Other. Municipal buildings; - and, other 
County library buildings. All the sectio 
are arranged by the floor area of . 
«buildings concerned. i is. 
Whilst acknowledging the simplicity of 
this arrangement, I feel that this would . 
have been a more telling work for our - 
profession and the.local authorities, had: it 
been arranged by the population served,. 
particularly -as the Commentary had dis: 
‘cussed the variety of -standards put for- . 
ward for library buildings. The first library . 


detailed” is the Municipal main library 


“ABERDARE. The population to be served | 
by this building is estimated to be 39,000. 
It.seems to me of interest to: compare the. 
public service areas of this Impilding, with 
those of Welwyn Garden CityiMihe.Hert:- -: 
fordshire County Regional Br i- 
mated population ‘served 35,000. . 
- does not appear, however, until page" A 
and is: flanked by two county’ branches 








The division of the branch libraries into . 
‘Municipal and County sections.seems even 

- more unnecessary, especially as Mr. Berri- * 
"man, formerly County Librarian of. Middlé- ' 


. "The. printing and «presentation: of .this 


with material which .dates as quickly. as. 


"the current contributions to special lib- 


rarianship this is perhaps an expensive 


luxury. "This is; however, the only, if“ 


S -incomplete guide to an ill-defined subject. 


' money to the -student who lacks the time. 


field and may therefore be worth 'the- 


and the appetite for heavier reading. The ' 
authors are to be congratulated on the 


`- readability -of ‘the text and the skill with . 
- which they ‘have organized their hybrid 


- subject matter. 


. .R; S. WALKER, ELA, Scottish School ` 


of Librariansbip. - 


BUILDINGS . m 
BERRIMAN; S. G. and HARRISON, K.. 
C.:.British public library buildings. 


- Deutsch, £7 175. 6d. 1966. (B66-3801) .. 


-book. Leave it about your libra 
` members of staff, professional an 


- ¿This is an interesting and attractive. | 
. and 
non-.. 


` professional alike, will browse through it. 
with interest. Printed: throughout on art 


‘paper it has 206 illustrations and 


47 sets 
of plans for you to look over. ` E 
The work opens with a Commentary, - 
an interesting though somewhat brief -dis-' 
cussion -of standards, ‘siting, design etc., * 
and then follows the main sections of the 


"book showing some of the British publico 


' . library buildings of the 1960's. 


The four main sections are: —Muhicipal : 


. main libraries, County library headquar- . 


ter buildings, Municipal branch libraries 
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sex and: later Borough Librarian of Har- .. 
"row, must be aware that of four branches . 
mentioned in the index, formerly Middle- 
sex, two are now Harrow and one Barnet, 
-and presumably now Municipal. Surely 
‘they would: not have been much different, 
if at all, had he directed their construction 
-as Librarian of the London Borough 
rather than County Librarian of the same 
geographical locations. l ; 
As far as the entries for each library 
are concerned they vary in standard. There 
is some critical appraisal but'not much 
‘and there are insufficient plans, and those 


' we have, frequently lack areas for the 
. different sections of the library and furni- 


ture and fittings lay out. Much’ space is 
wasted in the book e.g. page 59 carries 
‘only ten lines of text and nothing else, and, 


I wonder how many people will be irri- 


-tated by the number of times one reads an 
entry about a library but finds that the 
plans or illustrations on: the leaf opposite 
refer to a different library. This in a seven 
and half guinea work is disappointing. 
Do not expect a work similar to Anthony 
Thompson’s book in scope and detail of 
entry, that is restricted to British libraries, 
but this is an interesting survey of our 
flood of buildings in the 60’s, now frozen 
“alas to a-trickle. See Hv 7 
P.S. For those who like a misprint noted, . 
P.108 10,800 vols: not sq. ft. ^ ` l 
W. DAVIES, -A.L.A. Middlesbrough Pub- . 
lic Libraries. | ' i l 
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We can supply from stock ‘motor ‘ear erc manuals. 
On the majority of British, Europear and American cars. 
from 1930; to the present day. 
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Ask to be’ ‘put on our mailing list and state. number of © 
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aV o a catalogues required. 
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V l E E a Out new catalogue ad daa eee for ages 76 and: 
ae ! 10—14 represents books NOT. MERELY IN; PRINT. BUT ACTUALLY 
sep" HELD IN STOCK “IN MULTIPLE COPIES. 


“This catalogued stock, kept separate from our other irde ene: . 
x dldinies tó ensure stricter control, will give libraries a much greater than 
, usual: chance of having their órders fulfilled immediately: 


Gar aim is a. SHELF TO SHELF SERVICE — trem our shelf. to. your 


i ie ‘shelf with the minimum delay. , l ae : . 
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LIBRARIANS — SECOND-HAND | ROSE?.. 0 0% ur EE S n MEC 


By now 9f members should be aware of the new salary structure proposed by the. . 74 


N J.C. rking Party. This is not merely kased on a percentage increase all round, but E 
is a regfsting.of the whole structure. The central feature is the. division of local govern; ^ 2 
E Afficers into two categories: Group 1 and Group 2. Officers in Group 1 are thought... 2 
be more important and meriting greater rewards than those in Group 2. Librarians are " uod 
included in Group 2. The professions in each group have no:common factor of pre-entry« vx 
qualification, examination standard, length or method of training or scarcity. value. On the ^. E $^ 
surface this division only affects Trainee Grades, but other documents make it:clear' tat. a 
‘it is to run through the salary scales and will create an "elite" of local government ofücers; ving 
- The L.A. and A.A.L. oppose this structure on two grounds. Firstly the Group 2 Trainee ` |"; 
Grade maximum is ónly £1,060, which is- irferior to that obtained in trainee schemes in^... °° eS 
most public libraries. Secondly,. the ptoposed enema, demotes librarianship to.a second- class ^ v^ 
profession with second-class, rewards. : ja top 
The, Employers’ side proposed the scheme, but we were dismayed by its’ TT id ud 
.defence by the NALGO Execative. NALGC' s replies to. the L.A.'s protests | show a cón^ a; Py 
temptuous indifference to our anxieties. NALGO made iia excuses when asked tor. Ai 

. receive an L.A. ‘deputation:, ; ny AOE 
' NALGO’s only defence iš. that the new stadlüre merely. recognises existing eem Per 
‘This is not true: "Administrative officers are at present on the same level as ‘librarians, yet^ . zc 
"they ate to be in Group 1. Also the present salary differentials represent. an- -unbalanced. erat 
` picture., They. are based on. ‘temporary factors: the relative scarcity of some ‘officers; the. ^ EA 
' vast. amount of civic building; and the lack of appreciation: of the social value: of some » jm 
professions, ^ — ' AE 
Those of us who TM «been active supporters of NALGO have been' akad Ba eee 
NALGO's spirit of cynical expediency. Bat we. have no: intention of accepting the ` d 

- Situation. The L.A. has written to all members giving details of what it has already done, ,. :;* 
. and an emergency meeting of the Public Library Committee has been called. The A.A L: T2 
has urged its Council members to take acticn through local NALGO branches. © .'-.-. p 
Ordinary members can help by writing to the General Secretary of NALGO, Mr. W. E Pw : E 


Anderson, expressing your dismay at the proposals. Persuade your “local NALGO branch .: E 
to protest to the National Executive Council., Protest personally to your district represen-- 20. 
tatives on the National Executive Council and. to your local NALGO Organisation’ Officers. | 5. 
_ This is everyone's fight and all have a part to play; even students and members working in. . a> : * 


‘non-public libraries could „eventually be affected. ‘As a member. of. the Public Library Com- . E ua 
i mittee remarked, “Ask not: for whom the 'bél tolls, it tolls: for thee.” > ^ , , us 
EE ATE 7 0 TOM: FEATHERSTONE, Past President, A: A T de 
E. UC E "^ lo. Central Library, Victoria Squar e, Middlesbrough., * n 


- (Tom Pestherions is an A.A.L. representative on ithe L.A. Council and- seives on the 2 sn 
: aS Leu ne Sub- Committee and the PAIO p xi d EEN a 
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- RURAL LIBRARIANS WITH INTERNATIONAL. 


“RELATIONS! 000000000 


.5 ` E pa : y 
` 


Tt almost looks: as if I may bs a pioneer in library visiting: Three years ago, because ef . 


a o ari ‘introduction from a former member of a libráry staff, I was the guest of an ‘Israeli .” 
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-scientific books just vanish. We met the other British, Council représentative, Mr. Kev 


« 
Fs r 
© 


nd ~, -are two words meaning the same thing.) 


p author in a Writers; Musicians’ and Artists’ Home in Israel and later took a photo of 
: the: ‘library at Qumran, where the famous scrolls were written. Two: years ago, because of 


'à Russian student friend in pre-war days at the London University School ‘of Librarianship, 


" I went to Moscow and managed to see the University and Lenin State Libraries. Last year; 
e having been born in Cornwall, the County Librarian kindly allowed mé io spend.a day ~ 


on their St. Austell mobile, visiting little seaside havens, guide books report. as. 
being “inaccessible.” 


This, year I visited Relatives in the Congo: and the Transyaal. (I hope Mr. Ferry will 


notes that these are’ got Relations.*) 


Librarians need never be at a' loss for entertainment in any town they visit. ‘I ‘spent two 


lovely. hours in Stroud library on a snowy day. In Léopoldville, my Relativa Host did his 
ts ¿duty nobly and took me first to the British Embassy and then on to the British. Council 







Library where Miss Isabel A. Johnstone showed me round. I- was particularly terested | 
in the books for the teaching of English and also in the fact that many of the pa i 
. McGuinness, on another occasion, when he was returning from giving a class on T. S. 
' Eliót, at the University, which lies about twelve miles outside the town. 

-We also paid a visit to the German Embassy and were most -helpfully ` welcomed, "uad 
later we went to the library of the Goethe Institut. That was very different’ from the. 
British library, as all the^ books were. in glass-fronted bookcases and a subscription is - 
charged for borrowing. The Germans, however, seem to run a very large number of’ classes - 
in, German at all levels at a very. cheap rate, and also have many well- advertised: cultural 
activities, including musical activities. “(The German librarian had commented that the : 
British had to maintain libraries in so many places ‘that they could not indulge in all the 
` extra-mural activities which the Germans did) xil ig 

In between we had to cope with the extreme heat, and had many, rests ind: didis 
„drinks: We went to the Stanley memorial, high up over the River Congo, here three miles ` 
‘wide. We: realised that we knew very little of Stanley's life, so decided. to inspect the * 
- American library. By contrast with the first two libraries, it was standing room only. The 
“periodical racks and array of newspapers would have made the British Council green with: 
envy, In the American library we read the life of Stanley i in many differeñt enyclopaedias E 
‘sand came to the conclusion that Britain should be. proud -of him,. especially: after. wé had ; 


seen the pathetic pioneers’ cemetery. ' 
y Another day we motored into the country to the University: An English- melde: lady. 


. told us she would show us the library, but it was shunt. We exclaimed. in horror, but then ` 
‘realised a "librairie" and a "bibliothéque" are not the same thing. We do not know how ' 


` we. managed to rush into the librarian's office with everyone assuming we must be' 


‘expected, but Monsieur Leven just took us in his stride and put everything on one side -. 
to show us round. 

“There are about 27 on the University library staff, mainly das “with only o 
_four Europeans. M. Leven is Belgian. We saw the small bindery and the stack-rooms, and 
- encyclopaedias given by America and Russia. Then we spent half an hour in M. Levén's, 
«ar, being driven round the campus, to see the staff quarters, sports facilities, clinics, 


- médical school, students' quarters, nursing-staff quarters, chapel, landing-ground: for planes 


and beautifully laid-out- grounds. My relative host was completely bowled over by the 
“friendship of librarians to fellow-librarians. 
Flying from Léopoldville to the Transvaal, I had sóme hours tó: ‘wait in. Johannesburg, 


$ 50 asked at the Enquiry Office at the station where the library was. “Seven blocks down this: 


street and five to the right.’ As I was counting, a lady asked ME the way!! 11 The Jo’ burg 


E ( Editorial footnote: Pace Mrs. Pehle; Fowler and Garmonsway agree that “relation” and.“ discal 
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Invitation to Subscription 


PETER APIANUS 


ASTRONOMICUM 
CAESAREUM 


First facsimile edition of the original from the year 1540, in the possession 
of the Landesbibliothek Gotha, with an introduction by Professor Diederich 
Wattenberg, Berlin. 

Edition Leipzig presents in the ASTRONOMICUM CAESAREUM what must 
be regarded as the last prominent publication on astronomy of the Ptolemaic 
schoo]. It is a work, of the greatest mathematical and bus perfection, a 
work that claims a prominent place as testimony to the art of printing at that 
time. From the point of view of book-binding the ASTRONOMICUM 
.CAESAREUM is probably the most important work of the 16th century, without 
an equal in its technical perfection. This is reproduced in a faithful facsimile 
edition. Its appeal is to astronomers, mathematicians, physicists, libraries, 
institutes, and the many collectors of bibliographic treasures. 


Facsimile 

Format: (Original format) 31.2 by 45.2 cm (121" by 173”). 

Extent : 122 pages, including 22 pages with up to 8 rotating discs. 
Print: -4 to 8-colour phototype, partly hand colouring. 

Binding: Full calf, with gilt edging on three sides. In covered presenta- 


tion box. 

Accompanying literature 

Format: 21 by 30 cm (837 by 12”). : 

Extent: About 108 pages, including 32 pages of facsimile print of the 
German commentary on the ASTRONOMICUM CAESAREUM 
by Peter Apianus. In two languages (introduction in German 
and English). 

Print: One-colour letterpress printing. 

Binding: Half cloth with hand-coated cover papers. Also in the covered 
presentation box. 

Date of publication: Second quarter of 1967. 

Subscription price, until publication in April/May, 1967: 1,800 MDN per copy. 
Sales price after this date: 1,950 MDN per copy. 

P from Leipzig, carriage and packing extra, or from a bookshop named 
y you. 


. EDITION LEIPZIG 


VERLAG FUR KUNST UND WISSENSCHAFT 
701 Leipzig, Postfach 340 
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library gets quite a'lot of publicity in the Tourists’ monthly guide. I merely looked into ' 
the lending department and sat for a bit in a Victorian-like, spacious room, with very few 
readers to be seen. On my return journey I was able to use the library to good purpose, for 
I had found that there was a gramophone recital every Monday and Friday. That was a. 
pleasant interlude after shop-gazing. There were only about twenty people listening-to the di 
music and I got there early, to be given a paper by another member of the audience and « 


_ told to read it and keep it. I looked at the reproductions of bushmen paintings in the main. 


hal and then the assistants in the Reference Library gave me advice as to my shopping 
and how to find the bookshops I wantéd and even took me out into the street to show me 
the way. I was told there are very few.bookshops in Jo'burg, but I found that there was a 
spécial section for Africana, which was very helpful. There are 18 branch libraries in ` 
Jo'burg and about 180 on the staff. The lending library assistants all wore the same kind 
of overall and the books were being shelved by coloured "boys," who were also dusting 


.and tidying generally. 


During my stay in the Transvaal, I was sixty miles from a station, so only heard about 
the centres with voluntary librarians and the books being brought by a mobile, driven by a 
native, with an assistant. The white librarian travels separately in her car and sometimes 
they stay at hotels for the night, as the rounds are so extensive. Unfortunately, so my 


- English relative said, there are six residents choosing books, three English-speaking and 


three Afrikaans-speaking, so there are not as many books for each language as in a*British 
centre.- l ) l 


. One day we went into the Kruger National Park, which is as big as Wales, not so much 
to see the animals but . . . Yes, a library! At Skukusa, one of the rest camps, there is a 
library of Africana, a memorial to the first Warden. There is a reading room, reference 
library, and a display room, showing pictures, etc., of animal life, Jt seems that often 
parties of children come to the rest camp and then pester the poor librarian with awkward 
questions. She was puzzled about Hippopotami being said to carry little. ones on the 


. mother's back. The librarian thought they would slip off, but I bought a book in Jo'burg 


which says it is customary for the mothers to get under their offspring before surfacing. 
I was only reading that on the plane back, so. could not tell the librarian. 


When lights were put out on the plane, I said to my neighbour I had a most interesting 
book. "Yes," she said, "I was reading it over your shoulder." . 


My adjective for the visit was “Interesting,” but an American lady whom I met said it 
was “Surprising.” It certainly was surprising to find a library in a game reserve, but it was 
always interesting to see how our fellow librarians live and work, and now I would like 
to know where the International Relations Committee is thinking of going next. One thing 
is certain — that other librarians will be pleased to meet them. ( 

Mrs. MONA PEHLE, F.L.A., Mobile Librarian, Trowbridge, Wiltshire’ County Library. 


‘EAST AFRICA 


‘Decisions concerning the proposed study tour to East Africa have not yet been taken 


. and I shall still be pleased to hear from anyone who is thinking of joining the tour. 


The response to the.first enquiry has not been so very encouraging and it may be that 
the trip will fall by default if we do not have evidence of sufficient support. 

We still hope to fly out to Tanzania next June, to visit Dar es Salaam, Arusha and. 
Moshi, and on to Kenya and Uganda to visit Nairobi and Kampala. 

To keep the cost down to £150 we must have a party of at least 100 — will you 
be one? ' 
Miss SHEILA A. WILSON, International Relations Secretary, - 
Flat 43, 5 and 7 Belsize Grove, London, N.W.3. | 


PRICE CORRECTION: N. E. BINNS. An introduction to Historical Bibliography. The 
price should read 40s. (30s. to members of the L.A.). We regret any inconvenience caused * 
by the mistake in recent lists of A.A.L. publications, - 
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Industry NM NE ES a 


Biology 


l 1966 Edition T À 
. Each year the Canadian ome and Directory is $0 carefully revised 


W. Douglas Seymour EM E 


: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons Ltd. E mum 
.39 Parker Street, London, W.C2. 2 > pen 


colleges, to SONA ips in industry, and to practising . 
- engineers. 


The Use of Mathematics in utha Electrical 


E 
Edited by M. R. Scott, A. Brooks; A. W. Lee and' H. B. Ray i 


It is of utmost importance to those formulating and teaching syllabuses 
in ‘mathematics for electrical engineers in universities and technical 


30s net 


, M 


Production Control i in Practice . 2 


K: G: Lockyer, B.Sc., AMIEE., A.MLR.EE. 


A comprehensive” work, it. deals with scheduling, materials control, 
progress and dispatch, with detailed discussion on such aspects as 
mathematical techniques, ibatch. size calculations and the role of 
computers. AE NEN VEN 27s 6d. net 


An Introduction to aspects of Modern Biological Science 


Douglas A. Penny and Regina N. Waern | i : 


This is mainly a reference book for teachers of A-level students and 
lecturers on first-year university courses. The eight sections cover 
in evolutionary sequence, atoms, molecules, macromolecules, the cell, 
the organism, plant and animal “and the population añd effects medi- 
ated through the population. . 50s. net 


Canadian Almanac and. Directory 


y 


that it enjoys an enviable reputation for accuracy, and is accepted 
as the standard reference wore on ues about Canada.and 
Canadians. 90s net” 


Industrial | Skills. ; 


è > ' 
t 209 E ; ; 


A study in depth of the nature, “acquisition and inculcation of in- 
dustrial. skills. Though the main appeal of the book will be to those 
responsible for training in industry, work study Specialists and studénts . 
of ergonomics Will also be interested. 50s net 
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- . ^. Special librarianship: a semi-annual literature surve 
by T. D. Wilson, Associate Editor - = >~ 


system is warranted: (1) when shared time 
is available ori a computer; (2) when most 


+ 
n - 
1 
' 
, 


"An introduction hardly seems necessary: 
by now so, without more ado: : 


.^. here? 


:. Cox. Mechanized 


-. International. One very “important 


. ."atticle is that on “Unesco's contribution to 
' the development of scientific and technical : 


_ documentation centres,"! the result of the 
. collective' thinking of the Unesco experts 


2 . who collaborated ín the establishment of 


twelve scientific and: technical documenta- 
tion centres in various parts of the world. 
The IAEA is'international in a limited 
"sense, but nevertheless R: R. Kepple's 
description of its library deserves mention 


', National. Three libraries are dealt with 
dn Special Libraries “Planning the new 


^ "library" series: A.B. Atomenergi, Sweden; 


Caterpillar Tractor Co. Illinois; and 
' United Aircraft Corporation, Connecticut; 


while C. Currie describes the planning of, 


the new library for the Imperial College 
of Science and Technology in Libri The 
' Australian Library Journal has descrip- 
tions of two special libraries; medical 
libraries in the 
: described by F. L. Khmara? and the pattern 


of -documentation services in. Holland is 


described in Libri. E 

“General organisation. and administra- 
‘tion. A checklist of information sources 
"for.anyone starting up a library is given 


jn the Library Journal under the somewhat ` 


misleading title "How to start a business 
library — in one' easy lesson." Library 
. handbooks vary considerably in quality and 
‘therefore a glance at A. B. Grifhth's article 
on, standards for handbooks 'should pay 
` dividends? — the article refers specifically 
to US junior college libraries, but don't let 
that deter you. On the furnishing side C. 
-W. «Collins “Carpet in libraries: an 
epitome of the case”! is a useful summary 
‘of’ advantages and disadvantages. Issue 
systems and issue records have been quite 
- extensively written upon this last six 
“months. R. 


' from issue records on a somewhat more 
sophisticated basis than that adopted by 
:: W. G. Smith a few years ago; while the 
general problem of lending materials from 
‘a research library is discussed. by J. R. 
issue systems are the 
subject of articles by K. Plant! (a British 
ṣo. example for once), F. M. ack, who 
' describes a system d an IBM 1001 data 

- collection system: with data transmitted 
^.'over telephone circuits,” and M. H. Harris 

- who says that an IBM 357 data collection 
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Ukrainian SSR are: 


‘tages an 


o W. Trueswell attempts to 
"formulate criteria for optimum bookstocks 


circulation is done from one point; and (3) 
when more than $2,500 per annum is 
being spent -on filing, card-pulling, and 
preparation of overdue notices. 
Periodicals and other special forms. 
An important report was published during 
the period under review, by the American 
Institute of Physics: this is a comprehen- 
sive study of physics journals based on a. 
study ot Physics Abstracts and gives 
ganl data such as language of original; 
ata for 22 subject fields; country of origin 
data; and data on 405 periodicals. Other. 


papers concerned with the publication side 


of periodicals include J. D. Bernal's on , 
summary. journals ^in chemistry,” .D.. 
Bishop's study of publication patterns for' 
computer control of periodicals? and P. 
Gellatly’s ‘paper on variant pricing.” 
Special librarians will give a wry smile 
when they read Miss P. A. Richmond's 
"Misety is a short footnote" — an article 
on what might be called "citation sick- 
ness. 9 ' Papers on the handling of 
periodicals are scarce on this occasion: D. 
P. Hammer gives a progress report on the 
automated serials system at Purdue Uni- 
versity; J. C. Borden discusses the advan- 
disadvantages of a classified 
periodicals collection; and Saha and 
Halder preserit a model for the compila- 
tion and revision of a union list using 80 
column punched cards. A new indexing 
service is now available (freely in many 
cases) from the Pesticides Information 
Center, Washington, DC, 20250 — this is 
the Pesticides documentation bulletin 
‘which consists of a KWIC index, a biblio- 
graphy and an author index. Abstracting 
journals are dealt with by D. Fielding,” 
Rajagopalan and others and D. J. 
Urquhart.” o 

- So far as other materials are concerned 
the publication of “Proceedings in print” 
by the Special libraries association is a 
welcome addition to'the bibliographic con- 
trol of conference proceedings — further 
information from M. Rahilly, Avco Corp., 
Research and advanced: development divi- 
sion, 20, Lowell St, Wilmington, Mass. 
(The arrangement of reports is dealt with 
by T. Olsen,9 and two articles by R. C. 
Wilson on American patents appear in 


"Chemical Engineering? 


Information work, Two papers discuss 


- the problems of scientific information and 


information service: P. N. Kaula presents 


i 


a picture of the problems in India? and 
G. S. Simpson summarizes the views of 
various individuals currently working in 
the field, S. Adams examines the forces 
producing the “crisis in scientific com- 
munication" and how they are acting to 
change the forms of various scientific 
institutions, including research libraries. 
Information services in particular fields are 
discussed by a number of writers: W. M. 
Carlson examines the possibility of a 
National Chemical Information Network % 
P. R. Lewis the present range of services 
in the social sciences R. G. Andry the 
present, and desirable, future, services for 
criminology;% the Journal of Chemical 
documentation presents a symposium of 
information pollens in chemical market- 
ing;? G. M. Corney discusses the literature 
of non-destructive testing; and the NERE 
Review presents a paper on the proposal 
for a national SDI service for electronics.!! 
A new monthly offers an information 
service all by itself: this is Whos doing 
wbat in biomedicine which has four sec- 
tions: a subject index; an investigator 
location index; an alphabetical list of 
investigators, and a title list, all linked by 


identification numbers. The service is 
available from Center for Information 
Resources Inc, 2431 K Street NW, 


Washington, DC 20037. 


A. first step in providing an information 
service Is discovering what the users want 
and the report of the Advisory Council on 
Scientific Policy is important in this 
respect, although to an ex-special librarian 
the recommendation that librarians should 
provide a more positive reader-service 
sounds rather behind the times — still, it 
does say “particularly those employed in 
the universities” and I won't argue with 
that." The provision of services is dis- 
cussed by B. E. Holm,? A. Neelameghen,*! 
S. Swenson!—who describes a flow chart 
used to show people how to find informa- 
tion, and F. E. McKenna who writes on 
the provision of an abstract bulletin for 
corporate R and E reports. 


Cataloguing and classification. The 
reproduction of catalogue cards is a prob- 
lem only the largest special libraries have 
—but those who do have the problem will 
be interested in the article by A. G. 
MacKenzie who compares stencil dupli- 
cator, offset lithography, and tape tvpe- 
writer, concluding that (for his application 
at least) the latter is the most economical. 
Non-book materials are of interest in 
special libraries and students will find the 
article by D. M, Carson® interesting. 
Cataloguing arrears are to be avoided in 
any kind of library but those who have 
them may like to try “Brieflisting” — 


providing a minimum catalogue entry by 
photocopying the titlepage.$ Mechaniza- 
ton of catalogues is the subject of two 
items: a report on the recording of LC 
kibliographical data in machine form for 
(1) the automatic typesetting of cards and 
Fook catalogues, and (2) distributing the 
result to other libraries; and, Nnm a 
cescriptión of the compilation and produc- 
ton problems associated with union cata- 
logues and the possible application of 
computers. In the field of classification 
taere are a number of general papers;5,34. 
545! four relating to faceted classifica- 
tion;55,56,57,58 one on the progress of UDC 
in the USSR,? and one on the adaptation 
cf LC schedules to DC notation.® 


Indexing and isar systems. General 
papers in this field usually turn out to be 
cisguised specific articles; such is the case 
with Vaswani's "Mechanised storage and 
retrieval of information" 9! which is really 
concerned with work the author is doing 
gt the National Physical Laboratory; simi- 
larly "Bibliographical challenges. in the 
ege of the computer" € is chiefly about the 
Mental Health Book Review Index — if 
writers on isar systems can't write explana- 
tory titles what hope is there for others? 
Two genuinely theoretical papers are 
‘Optimizing information retrieval”% by 
H. Bouman, describing two methods by 
which this can be done — “scrambling” or 
grouping large numbers of randomly 
selected classes under a small number of 
rotations, and "dechaotizing"—the storage 
cf information carriers in a fixed order 
cerived from the code pattern: and "Some 
clumping experiments for associative docu- 
rient retrieval," 9 which describes a pro- 
cedure for defining associations between 
words used to index a collection of docu- 
rents. A very advanced device is described 
in a report by J. Dove, this is a high 


speed device using a very narrow, high `’ 


energy, electron beam to punch holes in 
a metallic foil — a kind of electronic 
‘ Peek-a-Boo” system. Co-ordinate indexes 
zre as popular as ever, there are three 
straightforward system descriptions ;%.67, 
z paper on a scanning device which can 
handle a stack of eight cards at one time;® 
end an article on the importance of distin- 
guishing between the use of indexes and 
cisplay scanning.” Citation indexes appear 
to be growing in popularity: J. Martyn 
presents a review article; B-A Lipetz 
proposes the use of citation relationship 
indicators to reduce recall from citation 
indexes;? and E. Yagi a method of 
enalyzing citations.?3 Permuted title indexes 
cre the subject of papers by Gibson,” who 
cescribes programming for KWIC; and by 
Voress,5 who suggests a number of im- 
rrovements, including the addition of 
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words to titles, using a new title for an. 


ambiguous or uninformative title, and 
adding. cross-references —. it would" seem 
"that if these improvements need to be 
made, it might be worthwhile using ‘some 
"other system. Indexing and 'isar systems for 
specific fields include those for social 
«sciences, . criminology,” medicine,? ; aero- 
dynamics,” chemistry % metallurgy,’ "and 
nuclear energy? The testing of isar 


X. systems is a growth subject these days — 
one might almost say a growth industry | 
." —]. Tague ‘matched question and answer 


terminology in an education research file 
- and came to the rather surprising conclu- 
"sion that it is the number of words rather 


.' «than ' the relationship of words to the 
. -original question which characterizes. rele- 


vant ‘answers. The Cranfield Project is 
still creating a number of articles: D. R. 


. Swanson®™ reviews the literature in “The ` 


+ evidence underlying the Cranfield results,” 


`- which was replied to by Cleverdon;® a 


report by Rees cited in an earlier survey 
now appears in the open literature; 

-Herner and others give an account of a 
project ‘performed on 
Buships Technical Library using the Cran- 
field evaluation techniques;® and in one of 
- the last ‘articles before his untimely death 
Mortimer Taube dismissed the concept of 


- relevance as "pseudo-mathematics."8 Other ` 


.."testing" papers are: “Mechanized index- 
. ing”. methods and their testing” by J. 
-O’Connor;® "Evaluation of co-ordinate 
‘indexing systems during file develop- 
ment” and "An evaluation of links and 
roles as retrieval tools.” . 

Machine systems in general, There are 
-five, general articles and three on specific 
-applications on this occasion. The general 
. papers dre: a survey of current develop- 
"* ments,? an article on Library Technology 


' ,'Project;3 a survey of reports on 25 mech- 


. anization projects in the USA;% an intro- 
ductory article on punched cards; and a 


-sympdsium on various applications of data - 
3 specific . 


- processing equipment. More , j 
papers relate to the LC automation 





behalf of the US ` 
' 6. Currie, C. The plannin 


i 12. Griffith, 


VIVIAN GRAY 


F 


survey, automated operations in a univer- 


sity library, and: mechanized acquisition. 


' procedure at the University of Maryland.» 


1. Unesco’s contribution to the develop- 
ment of scientific and technical 


documentation centres. Unesco. Bull. 
Lib. 19, 1 (Ja/F '65) 2/23, and 19, 
2 (Mr/Ap '65) 77/100. 

2. Kepple, R. R. The library of. the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 
Rev. Int. Doc. 32, 1 (Ja '65) 16/18. 

3. Tel, B. V. Planning the “new 
library: AB Atominergí, Stockholm, 
Sweden. Spec. Lib. 56, 5 (My/Je '65) 


324/321. . j 
4. Mulvaney, C. Planning the new 
: library: research library Caterpillar 


Tractor Company, Peioria, Illinois. - 
Spec. Lib. 56, 3 (Mr '65) 193/196. 
5. , Rix, H. D. and Neufeld, I. H. Plan- 
ning the new ‘library: United Air- . 
craft Corporation main library, East 
Hartford, Connecticut. Spec. Lib. 56, ` 
1 (Ja '65) 49/53. 
of the new 
library of the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology. Libri 15, 1 
(65) 17/22. . 7 | 
7. Russell, P. The CSIRO Canberra 
. laboratories library. Australian | LJ. 
14, 2 (Je '65):68/70. 
8. Blackburn, . Australian war 
memorial Hran Australian L.]. 14, 
2 (Je '65 73/76. 
9. Khmara, F..L. Medical libraries in 
the Ukrainian SSR. Unesco Bull, Lib. 
19, 1 (Ja/F '65) 39/43. 
10. Maltha; D. J. Documentation in a 
. small densely populated country. 
Libri 15, Y LoS 9/16. . i 
11. Georgi, C. How to start a business 
. library — in one easy lesson. L.J..90, 
5 (1 Mr '65) 1058/1062. 
. B. Library handbook 
standards. Wilson Lib. Bull. 39, 6 
(E '65) 475/477. 
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, Urquhart, 


. Collins, C. W.. Carpet in libraries: 
` an,epitome of the case. NZ Libs. 28, 
-3 (Ap '65) 56/63. 


Trueswell, 


thinning and multiple copy -deter- 


‘mination. dm. Doc. 16, 1 (Ja '65) 
/ 20/25. . 

.. Cox, J. R. A fending research library. 
' LJ. 90, 10 (15 My '65) 2219/2225. 
.. Plant, K. Computer book charging. 
Lib. World 67, 777 (Mr '65), 222/ 


227. 
Cammock, F. M. Remote-control cir- 


culation. C.A.R.L. 26, 3 (My '65) 


213/218. 


Harris, M. H. The 357 data ‘collec- . 


tion system for circulation control. 


ogee 26, 2 (Mr:*65) 119/120, - 
158. l : 
..Keenan, S. and Atherton, P. The 


journal literature of physics: a com- 
prehensive study based on Physics 
. 1961. issues. -AIP/DRP 
PAI (1964). American institute of 
physics, 1964. 

Bernal, J. D. Summary papers - and 
summary journals in chemistry. J. 


‘Doc. 21, 2 (Je '65) 122/127. 


Publication. 


Bishop, D. and others. 
patterns of scientific serials. - 


Doc. 16, 2 (Ap '65) 113/121. 


Am: 


Gellatly, P. Variant pricing: of serial — 


publications." L.R.T.S. 9, 1 


(Winter 
'65) 117/121. 


. Richmond, P: A. Misery is a short 
footnote. L.R.T.S. 9, 2 (Spring '65) 


221/224. 
Hammer, 
development of an automated serials 


225/230. 
Borden, J. 
advantages. ae a classified periodicals 


collection. L.R.T.S, 9, 1 (Winter '65) 


122/126. . 
Saha, K. and Halder, A. Union list 
of periodicals : punch-card model. 
Ann. Lib. Sci. Doc. 11, 4 (D '64) 
71/86. i 
Fielding, D. Indexing and abstracting 
serials : 
Australian L.J. 14, 1 (Mr '65) 27/28. 
Rajagopalan, T. S. and others. . Re- 
porting of Indian agricultural litera- 
ture in some C.A.B. abstracting 
services. Ann. Lib. Sci. 


(Je '65) M 


— use T users. a Doe. 21, 2 (Je 
'65) 113/121. 


Olsen, T. Report collection’ arrange-- 


ment at the library of the Danish 


R. W. A quantitative 
measure of user circulation require- 
. ments and its- possible effect on stack 


D. P. Reflections: ‘on the : 


" Advantages and dis-. 


some recent . developments. . 


Doc. 12, 2 


J. Physics abstracting 


43, 
44. 


45. 
46. 
41. 
48. 


49. 


. -Kaula, 
research and documentation. Herald 


i Nee d Bu JEMEN 


“AEC, Risö: ay Tech. Inf. Bull. no. 
"10. (E '64) 6/11 
- Wilison, R. C. Don't overlook 
patents. Chem. Engng. 71, (3 F.'64) 
79/84. i i 


Willson, R. C. How to: get informa- 
tion from patents. Chem. Engng. 71, 
(2 Mr '64) 105/109. 

^P. N. Scientific knowledge, 


of Lib. Sci. 3,4 (O '64) 279/286. 
Simpson, G. S. Scientific information 
problem Er Battelle Tech. 
Rev, 14, 6 (Je '65) 13/17. 

Adams, S. The scientific revolution 
and the research library. L.R.T.S. 9,' 
2 (Spring.'65) 133/142. 

Carlson, -W. M. Toward a National 
Chemical Information Network. J. 
Chem. Doc. 5, 1 (F '65) 1/3. 

Lewis, P. R. The present range of 
documentation services in the social 


sciences. Aslib Proc. 17, 2 (F '65) 
40/49. 
Anidry, R. G. Existing documentation 
services in criminology — and future 
needs . . . Aslib Proc. 17, 2 (F ’65) 
50/59. 


Symposium on information problems 
in chemical marketin ng. J: Chem. Doc. 
5, 2 (My '65) 63/8 

Corney, G. M. First aid — .the 
literature of non-destructive testing. 
Nondestructive testing 21, 3 (My/Je 
'63) 167/174. 


N.E.R.C. proposed to investigate 


^. SDI. N.E.R.E. Rev. 1, 1 (Ja '65) 3/9. 


Survey of information needs of 
physicists and chemists. J. Doc. 21, 
2 (Je '65) 83/112. - i 


Holm, B. E. Techniques and trends 
in effective utilization of engineering 
information. Áslib Proc. 17, 5 (My 
'65) 134/169. 

Neelameghan, A. Co-operation be- 
tween specialist user and documen- 
talist. Herald of Lib. Sci. 3, 4 (9 
'64) 303/314. 

McKenna, F. E. An abstract bulletin 
for corporate R & E reports. Spec. 
Libs. 56, 5 (My/Je '65) 318/322: 
Mackenzie, A. G. Note on the econo- 
‘mics of catalogue card reproduction. 
J. Doc. 21, 2 (Je '65) 128/130... ` 
Carson, D. M. Cataloguing nonbook 
materials. Wilson Lib. Bull. 39, 7 
(Mr '65) 562/564. 

Engelbarts, R. K. and Williams, H. 
D. Brieflisting: a method for con- 
trollin cataloging , arrears. L.R.T.S. 
9, 2 (Spring '65) 191/199. 
Buckland, F. The recording of 


"Library of up a bibliographical 


data in machine form . . . Council om 


Library Resources, 1965 


` 


Some recent titles published: by CHAR LES KN IGHT 


KNIGHTS LOOSE LEAF BUILDING REGULATIONS 


By G. D. BINNS, Dip.Arch, A.RAB,A. (Building Research Station) 

J. "A, NELSON, B.A.(Eng) (Building Research Station) 

E. THOMPSON, BSc, (Nat, Fed, Building Trade Employers) 
Containing the fully annotated text of the Building Regulations 1965. 
To be kept up to date by regular paa ft 70s. post 3s. 6d. 


REDUNDAN CY PAYMENTS 


An Annotation and Guide to the Redundancy ee "Act 1965. 
By H, SAMUELS, O:B:E, M.A., Barrister-at-Law and 
N. STEWART-PEARSON, UL. B., Barrister-at-Law 
This book is an invaluable guide: ‘through the complexities of the Act. 


32s. 6d. ‘ee ls. 6d. 
THE LAW FOR SMALL BOATS. 


By ANDREW. PHELAN, Barrister-at-Law - 
. . . 4 really useful addition to yachting Lear ... every aspect of 
yachting is covered’ and Andrew Phelan is to be congratulated”. 
^" ", Yachting World 37s. 6d. post 2s. Od. 


CHARLES KNIGHT & CO. LTD. 


LONDON & TONBRIDGE 
DOWGATE WORKS, TONBRIDGE, KENT 


encyclo= i 
paedias 


Their history throughout 
the ages. by! Robert Collison 


xvi, 334 pp. 6 pl. 2 charts 50s. 





Second edition. 


Hafner Publishing Co., Ltd. 
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mentation. 1. Union catalogue. pro- 


_cessing by computer., Ann, Lib. Sci. : 


Sil. 
52. 


. 53. 


54. 


l . tion through al century. Li 
55. 


Doc. 11, 4 (D '64) 54/76. - 
Isaac, A. M. Structure, validity and 
prospects of classification schemes. ' 


- Ann. Lib. - Sci. Doc. 12, 2 (Je '65) 


53/75 
Second international study conference . 
on classification research : 


(Winter '65) 113/117. 


" Molgaard'h, R. Objective, organiza- 


tion and conclusions of the Elsinore 

Conference. Rev. Int, Doc. 32, 1 (Ja 

'65) 2/6. 

Ranganathan, S. R. Librar easi n 
. Sci. 2, 1 

(Mr '65) 1/30. 

Neelameghan, A. and Gopinath, M. 


-A. Pragmatic approach in the design 


of a depth O schedule: a 


56. 


57. 


58. 


- 60. 
61, 


6. 


` computer. 


‘classification. Lib. Sci. 


' Inorganic Vac 
: Sci. Doc. 11, 4 
"^ 59, 


case study. Lib. Sci. 2, 1 (Mr '65) 
55/68. i 
Ranganathan, S. R. Array’ change or 
E ES Lib. Sci. 2, 1 (Mr '65) 


87/95. 


Ranganathan, S. R. and others. Pro- 
duction 


engineering of as cs 
internal combustion Carat 


, 1 (Mr "65) 
31/54. 


Arora, G. K. and - others. Classifica- 
tion of chemical compounds. in CC. 


(D '64) 47/53. 
Fomin, A. A. The progress of the 
UDC in the USSR. Rev. Int. Doc. 32, 
2 (My '65) 54/55. 


. Lorenson, R. Adapting LC schedules 


to DC notation. LRI.S. 9, 2 


. (Spring '65) 210/212. 


Vaswani, P. K. T. Mechanized 
storage and pine of information. 
Rev, Int. Doc. 32, 1 (Ja '65) 19/22. 
Bry, I. and Afflerbach, L. Biblio- 
graphical challenges in the age of the 
L.J. 90, 4 (15 E '65) 


. 813/818. 


| 63. 
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= 65. 
. 66. 
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Bouman, H. Optimizing md 


retrieval. Rev. Int. Doc. 32, 2 (My 
'65) 46/53. 
Dale, A. G. and Dale N. Some 


clumping experiments for associative 
document retrieval. Am. Doc. 16, 1 
(Ja '65) 5/9. 

Dove, J. Dove data storage and Te- 
trieval system. AD 608 923. . ` 
Mcllvain, J. M. and Leum, L. N. 
Development of an index for in 
house research and development tech- 
nical reports. J. Chem. Doc. 4, 4 
(O '64) 256/258. , 

Montague, B. A. An analysis of the 
designing, installation and operation 


> conclusions . 
` and recommendations. L.R.T.S. 9, 1 
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Shaw, R. R. ue form and the sub- 
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i _ Students’ views of the A.AJL. Weekend School : , Pu 
ir The Weekend Conference at Carmarthen ‘was a congenial and instructive event. The ` 
- varied nature of the types of library + represented -enabled ideas to be exchanged; com- 
parisons, odious and otherwise, to be drawn; complacency to be shaken, and ignorance 
; 'erilightened. jp ^s 
e. Mr. Collis, self-effacing and astute, set the tone for the subsequent discussions. These 
Mo. were chaired by Mr. Godfrey Thompson and Mr. Gordon Bearman, who tried to equate 


the principles of management, normally thought to be the province of industry, with the 
library profession; and Miss J. Cloke, who in a concisely expounded lecture which left her 
'audience slightly breathless, demonstráted how these principles could be put to practical 
~. use, via method and organisation, time and motion study and critical path analysis. Ñ 
, hat little headway appeared to be made, or conclusions arrived at, was due partly to 
the fact that the library service has no clearly defined aims or end product, and is therefore 
difficult to ‘categorise; and partly to the. fact that librarians tend to shy away from the 
impersonality of formal management, preferring to rely on instinct. 
In spite of the miserable weather the conference members managed to see as much of 
the coast and countryside as was possible in the time. TEM 
Socially speaking, everything was done to make us welcome, the accommodation was 
blessedly warm, and catering efficient. MD 
Mr. Jack Jones, the Welsh author, closed the conference with a talk in which sentiment, 
. vaniity, humility and wit were inextricably mixed; displaying a vigour and independence 
that put his younger audience to shame. _ ; ' 
Our thanks, deeply felt, go to Mr. Thomas and the organisers, without whose unstinting 
efforts the weekend would not have been such a success. . 
. Miss VIVIENNE L. PROWSE, Southend Public Library. 


, Stting down to write, my first thought on the A.A.L. Week-end school is not to write. 
vat all, or next year I might be unable to squeeze into a college packed with young and 
enthusiastic librarians. In fact my immediate impression is that the school was a resounding 

. success from every possible point of view. ` 
` The discussion groups in every case could have continued for hours but for the dictates 
‘of the timetable. The discussion led by Mr. Bearman was on the changing pattern of 
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a organisation in librarianship. His introductory, remarks informed us that getting “the right 
alte book to the right reader at the right time" doesn't mean a thing.'A special library knows 
Re what is its end product, but the public library is all things to all men. We must have 
purpose and objective, and we have yet to prove that our objective is worthwhile. 


The discussion ranged far and wide, even touching on the banned topic of education in 
librarianship. However I think we accepted that new methods and machines can take the 
. chores out of librarianship; that there is a need for larger administrative. units, and for 
a change in the attitude of librarians. We actually know very little about technical processes 
‘and business methods, and yet are on the defensive against specialists in these fields as soon 
as they enter our domain. We decided that quality rather than quantity. mattered; and that 
standards for library services may restrict, e.g. ideas on library building, just as they may 
` cause improvement. In any case standards are unlikely to be enforced. 
". The organisation of library co-operation should be into one national area, with the use 
of computers for a national union catalogue. This led to an interesting description by Mr. 
Bearman of the introduction of a computer-produced catalogue in West Sussex, and general 
i «discussion on the uses of computers. i 
e The Week-end school provided much food for thought, and some idea of how much we 
-  . (most of us) don't know about getting organised.. 
| Mrs. DIANA M. PORTER, Manchester School of Librarianship. 


LINE S ae oS! 
y e TES E : 


BA x X a 
SUO CREER 


NOT NOTTS. i ' 

f In our February issue, David Barlett, A.A.L. Membership Officer, was inadvertently 
described as a member of the staff of Nottingham County Library. This should have read- 
Nottingham Public Libraries. . i A 
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Paper-Backs last longer and look better when - 


bound in: LAMINATED HARD COVERS: 


US WENT 
Specimen Copy and Prices from: - 


DUNN & WILSON LIMITED, 


BELLEVUE UNDER Un: 
FALKIRK. | 


Bookbinding : Specialists to the Library World — 
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JR LETTERS 
GRANIS NOT LOANS -` 
- The Birmingham Library Students Asso- 


El 


. ciation asked its representative on the 


Students’ Committee of the A.A.L. to 
request the A.A.L. Council to issue a state- 
ment to the Department of Education and 
Science stating its opposition to any system 
of loans which might replace the present 
grants system. . ' 

The Students Committee. made : this 
request in its report, but no such statenient 
was issued by the A.A.L. The reason for 
this was that a member of-Council stated 
that the Government had no intention of 
introducing loans and therefore there was 


- no point in opposing a non-existent policy. 


I can only call this naive optimism. 


Se ye Bae ¿ua Y at wY.. AMT. L ides A 
sees ds tes We AAA 
Y^ uut um DUST. AY XR Cri O tn qox 4 
ud HA y DAE S M ^ "et. vo i d ! t Us E ave A " iod 
lar den E ` S Loi En A Vy. £459 

`w - Li - 


In fact the Government is still sitting on ` 


the fence over this matter. It is impossible 


to get a positive statement from the D.E.S. 


on loans at all. However the following 
points are worthy of note: . 


1. Last November the D.E.S.'consulted a 
- representative of the U.S. organisation 
which is responsible for the administra- 
«tion of the U.S. loans system. 

2. There are many Members of Parlia- 
ment who are known to be sympathetic 

“to a loans system. 

3. The .recent annual report of Sir 
Douglas Logan, Principal of the Uni- 
versity of London, .contains a recom- 

‘ mendation which in fact suggests the 
introduction of a loans scheme. 

` In view of the amount of salaries that 


. newly qualified librarians are likely to earn 
-. in the foreseeable future the. introduction 


of a loans scheme would hit the profession 
and its membership where it hurts most. 
Reg Prentice, as Minister of State for 
Education, asked for views on student sup- 
port and ‘therefore the A.A.L. should get 
its head out of the sand and give its views. 


JAMES L. GLEDHILL, External Relations - 


Secretary, Guild of Students, University of 


Aston in Birmingham. 


ARE YOU TOLD? 
Lately the attendance at local Meetings 
of the A.A.L. has been. falling off and 


. Some concern about this has been expressed 
, at various levels. It is: probable that this is 


in part due to the fact that not every 
‘member is aware of Meetings arranged. In 
‘this Division, as no doubt. in others, 
notices are sent to library representatives, 
but not every junior member sees details 
of forthcoming Meetings. As a means of 


' overcoming this, it would be helpful if 
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members of this Division, who do not see 
notices, were tò inform me: no doubt 
Secretaries of. other Divisions would “be 
glad of similar information. 

ELISABETH DAVENPORT, Hon, Secre., 
tary, Liverpool € District Division, 
Cheshire County Library. HE 


LOOKING AFTER GRAMMAR 


The criticism expressed by Mr. Ferry in . 
the May 1966 issue, concerning the stan- 
dard of English used in the Assistant 
Librarian, caught my eye; as a fellow 
editor, still struggling to master the com- 
plexities of the English language, may I 
write in defence of another sufferer? ` 

Regarding the usé of the word "none"; 
I too would prefer the form none is, or 
none has, but Fowler, "Modern English 
Usage,” Second Edition, states: “It is a 
mistake to suppose that the pronoun is 
singular only and must at all costs be fol- 
lowed by singular verbs, etc; the OED 
explicitly- states that plural. construction is 
commoner.” As for "that" and “which,” I 
have read and re-read Fowler on this sub- 
ject, with no great comprehension, but 
would agree with him that whatever the 
correct use "It would be idle to pretend 
that it is the practice either of most or of 
the best writers.” ; 

The other points, apart from' the misuse 
of "affect," are arguable, and one wonders 
how far an editor should go in correcting 
or altering the style of his contributors; ` 
the editor .of the Assistant obviously 
believes (remembering his  cataloguirig 
studies?) in reproducing the original. We 
are, after all, dealing with a living 
language, and within its grammatical 
framework there must surely be sufficient 
flexibility to allow some freedom to the 
individual? i x 
ANTHONY J. MANNING, B.A., F.L.A., 
Librarian, Sheffield Regional Hospital 
Board. 


A NEED TO CONFER 


. Was it coincidence or planned by the 
Editor that Joyce Taylor's article “A need 
to confer’ and Douglas Job's: letter 
appeared in the same issue? Certainly it ` 
isn't Canadian cloud-cuckoo land; I: think 
Douglas Job has the answer in his last 
paragraph. Not being as conversant with 


-the English language, I would just term it 
` apath 


I do not feel that the blame lies entirely . 
with’ the individual, although. it is for he 
or she to make the initial move. I feel the ` 
divisional committees could offer à little 
more help. One learns generally of 
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national activities, and one's own division's . ASSOCIATION OF . ... 





activities, but: outside this it is rather more : BRARIA 1 ig 
by luck than ‘judgement that one learns ‘of A eH ANS y AUS 
other.divisions' activities. — ' (Group of tbe Library Association) ae 

Publicity is again screaming from the pu. E : dur 
raor opa rsd a re ae sug- ‘DIVISIONAL MEMBERSHIP m 
gestion, that a duplicate of the "Librarian's l xc 
Calendar" which appears in the Library AT. DECEMPBI: 31st; 1965 oí 98 
Association Record, is produced in the (1964 membership in’ parentheses) ES 
Assistant Librarian, confining itself to NE 


A.A.L. divisional activities, - including BRISTOL AND District 354 (353)' °° le 
greater detail and, most important of all, DEVON AND CORNWALL 155 (163) , «s 
someoné to contact. l EASTERN © 20... .. 196 (191) ' ^^ 


I suppose it is possible that some people East MIDLAND — ... ... + 603 (605) M 
do attend these meetings, being the only “LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT 565 — (567) >< pæ 
person in their car. DI am sure if persons “MANCHESTER AND Dist. 651 (628) CEN 
who have a means of transport contact the NORTH EASTERN ... ... 561 (565) per 
Divisional Secretary, informing them of  JNoRTH WALES ... ...  .53 (65) ^ xS 
the fact that they intend to attend a. INORTHERN IRELAND  .. 105 (82) a 
meeting and can offer transport for so “SCOTLAND... l. ... 651 (641) | 
many persons, people without transport SOUTH EASTERN ... ... 3124 (3245)* oe 
could contact the Secretary, and act accord- SOUTH WALES  ... ... 298 (228) . >% 
ingly. It may sound complicated, but I am SUSSEX AND SURREY ... 465 (351). p 
sure it would work. Another means of WESSEX eo ce oce 317. (318) ae 

transport may well be the local library Wrst MIDLAND ... ... 806 (875) "d 
school, who may be organising a coach for YORKSHIRE ... ... .. 830 (753) HA 
the meeting. ` .. OVERSEAS... .. .. 635 (714) EU 

To sum up, greater publicity of activi- ^ , A AE E 
ties, and greater co-operation and cohesion TOTAL  ... ... ... ... 10369 (10340) rs 


at a personal level and at a divisional level 
are wanted. - — . — * 1064 membership made up of 2960 
FELICITY CORP, School: of Librarian- Greater London Division, 283 Kent-' 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


HOSPITAL LIBRARIES 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. Hospital lib- 
raries and Handicapped Readers Group. 
Conference and Weekend School, 1963, 
Nottingham. 


The Library in the Hospital and Care in 


the Community. L.A. 9s., 1964.- 


"Readin is to the Mind What Exercise 
is to the body’ — Sir Richard Steele. 


This very readable little booklet of only ' 
29 pages brings together a description of . 


the library service given to the sick and 


disabled, how it should be run and the 
author's aspirations and hopes for the. 


future. 


` Starting with a brief survey of the hos- | 
pital plan by Ronald Sturt, outlining the’. 


needs in the library world which the plan 


will create, the reader is swept rapidly into 


the ideal hospital library presented in some 


detail by Brenda Sanders. Whilst one must - 


bow to Miss Sanders’ superior experience 
in her subject one cannot help feeling that 


-it is unlikely that the new libraries will 


always be centrally situated in the hospital 
complex, ideal as this may be. Perhaps it 
is just as important that they should be on 
the: main communications route of the 
hospital. 

. -Batbara Scrivens follows on with a fas- 
cinating and delightful description of the 


' librarian’s work on the wards which surely 


must encourage many 2 young librarian to 


very interesting challenge that this job 
represents. : E 


Successively, M. Going, Shirley Wyatt, 


. S. J. Paget and Lorna Cowburn then pro- 


ceed to demonstrate to: the reader how. the 
service expands into 
dealing with the needs of the community 
including the blind, the housebound and 
the Mer based on their own experiences 
in very different areas. 


This is an admirable little book which 
cannot help but energise all of us, how- 


into considering if we have done enough 
and where our goals lie in the future. It 
deserves to be standard reading for both 
the student and experienced librarian in 
social service and all administrators who 
need to try to understand the librarian's 
roblems. We can all learn something of 
enefit to each one of us. 


DAVID DUFIY, Hospital Secretary, 
Farnborough Hospital, Kent. . 


x 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. Hospital. 


libraries: recommended standards for lib- 


raries in hospitals. 1965. 5s. (3s. 9d.: to. 


members). 


For many years the provision of books 
to patients and staff in ‘hospitals has been 


inadequate, mainly because, Hospital | 


Régional Boards and Local Library 
Authorities have not realised the impor- 
tance of this service. In far too many cases 
the supply has consisted of a few old 
books kept i 

medical books shelved in various depart 
ments. 

It is the responsibility of the loca! 
authority to make books readily available 
to every member of the community, par- 
ticularly if a visit to a public library is not 
possible. Similarly the Hospital Authori 
ties should be prepared to supply up-to. 
date textbooks for all members of staff” — 


artisan, medical, nursing and admini 
strative. i ' 
With the proposed growth of new” 


. hospitals, it is essential that these services 


e 
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to patients and staff should be co-ordinated,. ` 


and it is with this thought in mind that a 


- specialist committee of the L.A. has com- 


piled standards for Hospital Libraries. 
The booklet is well produced and easy 
to assimilate. It clearly defines the func- 
tions of the Hospital Library Service — 
medical, nursing and a general library 
service for patients and staff. Under these 
headings such knotty problems as accom- 
modation, costs, shelving; staff and book- 
are 
recommended for each type of service. 


booklet, which will be’ of 

hospital librarians. ` T 
It is to be hoped that this worthwhile 

booklet will be shown to all Hospital 


Regional Boards and local library com-. 


mittees. There is much to be done in this 
branch of librarianship. 


Mis BARBARA SCRIVENS, Hospital 


Librarian, Farnborougb Hospital, London 
Borougb of Bromley. ' 


MEDICAL LIBRARIES 


' There is a short booklist at the end of the - 
use to all. 


SHEFFIELD REGIONAL HOSPITAL : 


BOARD. Working Party on Medical 


Libraries. Final Report. June 1965. 


In 1963 the Sheffield Regional Hospital 
Board appointed a bri Party to study 
the present facilities available for medical 
libraries in -Regional Hospitals, and to 
make recommendations to the Board for 
the improvement of this service, This the 


Working Party has done admirably, and: 
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the Board has accepted this Report and 
endorsed the recommendations outlined 
therein. ' ; 

The Working Party consisted of repre- 
sentatives of each Area Consultant's Com- 
mittee, the’ Psychiatric Advisory Commit- 
tee, and a representative of the Library 
Association. In addition the City Librarian 
of Sheffield was co-opted. ` 

The Report comprises 15 chapters cover- 
ing all aspects of the Medical Library 
work, including chapters on the Regional 
Medical Library System, Library Accommo- 
dation (the Library should be “as far as 
possible from internal trafic routes and 
the kitchens”), Periodicals, and Photo- 
copying Services, There is a useful index 


at the back, as well as 4 appendices (not 


the Medical type!) which include:a sample 
questionnaire sent to all hospitals possess- 
ing a library, a brief outline of the 
National Library of Medicine Classifica- 
tion, and a short Bibliography. 

The Working Party recommended that 
the Board should establish a Regional 
Medical Library Service, consisting of (1) 
A Regional Library, (2) Area Libraries, 
(3) Hospital Libraries. The Regional 
Librarian would be an experienced 
Chartered Librarian with a salary grading 
the same as that of Assistant Secretary of a 
Regional Hospital Board. 

„The Shefheld Regional Hospital Board 
are to be congratulated on this enterprising 
work, which will be of value to both the 
Medical and Library professions. This Re- 
port was published shortly before the Hos- 
pital Libraries Group and the Medical Sec- 
tion of the Library Association published 
their “Standards for Libraries in Hospitals”, 
and these two publications will be good 
guides in the establishment and organis- 
ation of Hospital Medical Libraries. 
VAUGHAN WHIBLEY, A.L.A., Brom- 
ley Public Libraries. 


CLASSIFIED RESULTS 


Classification research: proceedings of the 
second international study conference. . . 
Elsinore, Denmark, 1964. Edited by P. 
Atherton. Munksgaard, 1965. 565 pages. 
84 Dan. Kr. (Approx. £4 10s.) 

In 1957 the first international conference 


. on classification was held at Dorking. At 


that conference four main papers were 
delivered (all by British participants) and 
the proceedings constituted a very slim 
volume indeed. This heavy volume con- 


tains 26 papers from individuals from the. 


U.S., Great Britain, France, Germany, 
Denmark, Holland, Italy, Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia and India — a striking contrast. 

Two general papers, by de Grolier, and 
Ranganathan, introduce the conference, and 
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the remaining papers are divided into five 
groups: general theory, mechanized classi- 
fication, specialized schemes, evaluation 


téchniqués, and directions of future work. ' 


As might be expected in a volume of 
this size the standard of paper varies con- 
siderably, but at least it can be said that 
there is something for everyone from the 
absolute beginner upwards. For the abso- 
lute beginner there is the introductory 
paper by de Grolier and the papers by 
Angell on the Library of Congress classi- 
fication scheme and Schuchmann on UDC. 
For the middle level student, say Part II 
B11, and B31, there are a number of use- 
ful papers rangin 
"Contribution saris a new generalized 
theory of classification,” through Dobro- 
wolski’s "Notational system with short 
symbols,” to Borko's on computer based 
classification. For those who have passed 
the examination stage and who wish to 
know what work is being done out on the 
frontiers of classification there are the 
papers by Gardin, Hillman, and Melton. 

For the price this book is a bargain and 
one which will obviously figure largely in 
future citations. 


RANGANATHAN, S. R. The Colon 
Classification (Rutgers series on systems 
for the intellectual organization of infor- 
mation. Vol, IV) Rutgers University Press, 
1965. 298 pages. $5.00. 

This is the most recent statement on 
Colon which Dr. Ranganathan has pro- 
duced and embodies all the recent research 
which has been carried out at the Docu- 
mentation Research and Training Centre, 
Bangalore. It is the most complete state- 
ment on Ranganathan’s theories since the 
"Prolegomena," and follows the usual plan 
of this series — Historical introduction, 
Basic principles, Input, Store, Output & 
Uses — followed by an exposition in Dr. 
Ranganathan's own inimitable style (one 
can almost hear him talking) and by the 
seminar panel discussion. These last two 
sections are not least in importance: it Is 
interesting to discover Ranganathan saying, 
"To speak of a facet formula is now an 
anachronism’; to find that a librarian at 
the National Lead Company was using the 
scheme in 1949, developing her own 
schedules for Titanium products; and to 
learn that the future of Colon is assured. It 
is evident from the discussion that this 
series of seminars is provoking consider- 
able interest and if there is a revolution in 
teaching classification in the U.S. it will, in 
no small measure be due to the work 
which the series editor, Dr. Susan Artandi, 
is doing. Recommended for all students of 
papers B11, G3 and G10. D.W. 
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CHECKLIST OF CURRENT AND FORTHCOMING TITLES 
PUBLISHED OR DISTRIBUTED BY HENRY PORDES 


By Arrangement with the Trustees of the British 
Museum 
THE BRITISH MUSEUM SUBJECT INDEX 
by G. K. Fo:ittscue 
1881-1900 Three Volumes £10 10s. Od. ($30,00 
ioe per volume 
*1901-1905 One Volume 


9:191 ES s 

*1911-1 15 25 a LN 
*1916-1920  , i £12 12s. Od. ($36.00) 

*1921-1925  ,, 5 per volume 
1926-1930  ,. 


1931-1935 Two volumes 
*1936-1940  ,, 
*1941-1945 One Volume £8 8s. 0d. ($23.53) . 
*1946-1950 Four volumes £24 Os. Od. (867.50) 
1951-1955 In preparation 
*1956-1960 Six Volumes £60 Qs. Od. ($175.00) 
SUBJECI INDEX OF BOOKS RELATING TO 
TRE EUROPEAN WAR ACQUIRED BY THE 
BRITISH MUSEUM 1914-1920 £3 3s. 0d. ($9.00) 
"Those with an asterisk are available immediatcly 
A SUBJECT INDEX OF BOOKS PUBLISHED 
UP TO AND INCLUDING 1880 
by R. A. Peddic 
Complete sct of 4 volumes £78 15s. Od. ($225,00) 
single volumes £21 Os. Od. ($63.00) 
PALMER/S INDEX TO “THE TIMES?” 
NEWSPAPER 1790-1941 

(June) 
Complete Microfilm edition in 21 reels which can 
be supplied individually £282 10s, Od. ($795.00). 
Also available are some of the original bound 
quarterly volumes within the period 1867-1941. 
The Australian Catalogue of Books Compiled and 
edited by A. B. Foxcroft, M.A. £9 9s. Od. ($27.00) 
The Canadian Catalogue of Books 1791-1887 By 
Willet Ricketson Haight £9 9s. 
The English Naval Forces 1199-1272 By F. W. 
Brooks, M.A. F.S.A £5 Ss. Od. ($15.00) 
English Industries of ‘the Middle Ages By L, F., 
Salzman M.A. F.S.A. £6 6s. 0d. ($18.00) 
English Teade in the Middle Ages By L. F. Salz- 
man, M.A., F.S.A. £9 9s. Od. ($27.00) 
Shakespeare Bibliography By William  Jaggard 
£21 0s, Od. ($63.00) Special edition on handmade 
paper £29 10s. Od. ($89.50) 
Bibliography of Cacao By Wolf Mueller 

£6 6s. Od. ($18.00) 
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING ARE 
INVITED: 


BIBLIOGRAPHER'S MANUAL OF ENGLISH 


LITERATURE 
By Wiliam Thomas Lowndes 

The set--6 volumes complete £39 Os. Od. ($117.00) 
Individual volumes each at £6 10s. Od. ($19.50) 
Bibliomania or Book Madness By Thomas Frog- 
nall Dibdin, D.D. £21. 0s. Od. ($63.00) 
Bibliography of the Writings of Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson Edited by J, C. Thomson 

£4 4s, Od. ($12.00) 
The Shakespearian Dictionary By Thomas Dolby 

£5 Ss. Od. ($15.00) 
Prehistoric Times us Jlustrated by Ancient Re- 
mains and the Manners and Customs of Modern 
Savages By the late Rt. Hon. Lord Avebury 

£12 12s Od. ($36.00) 
History of the Battle of Agincourt. and of the 
Expedition of Henry Fifth into France in 1415, 
to which is added The Roll of Men at Arms in 
the English Army By Sir Harris Nicholas K.H. 

£9 9s. Od. (327,00) 
The Colnage of England By Charles Oman, K,B.E. 

£9 9s, Od. ($27.00) 
Savage Civilisation By Tom Harrisson 

£8 8s. Od. ($24.00) 
The Voyage of H.M.S. “Challenger”? Round the 
world in the years 1872-1876. By H. N. Mose- 
ley, M.A., F.R.S. £10 19s. Od. ($30.00) 
Hampstead Heath, its Geology and Natural His- 
tory (Hampstead Scientific Society) 

.£6 6s. Od. ($18.00) 
Among the Indians of Guiana By Everard F. Im 
Thurn, M.A. (Oxon) £12 12s. Od. ($36.00) 
Life in a Medieval College The story of the 


Od. ($27.00). 


-~ T.S. (8 volumes) 


Vicars-Choral of York Minster By Frederick Herri- 
son, Canon, Chancellor and Librarian of York 
Minster £6 6s. Od. ($18.00) 
A History of English Sexual Morals By Ivan 
Bioch £12 12s, Od. ($36.00) 
Folklore in the Old Testament Studics in Com- 
parative Religion, Legend and the Law By Sir 
James Gcorge Frazer, 3 volumes 
£28 10s, Od. ($85.00) 
By Vladimir Jabotinsky 
£3 3s. Od. ($9.00) 
The Knights Hospitallers in the Holy Land By 
Colonel E. J. King, C.M.G. M.A., ESA 
£8 8s, Od. ($24. 00) 
GREGOROVIUS’S “HISTORY OF THE CITY 
OF ROME DURING THE MIDDLE AGES" 
translated from the original German Edition by 
Annie Hamilton. 
8 volumes in 13 volumes—complete 
£78 15s. Od. ($225.00) 
(Single volumes supplicd as required) 
THE NAVY UNDER THE EARLY STUARTS 
AND ITS INFLUENCE ON ENGLISH 
HISTORY > 


By C. D, Penn, M.A.Lond. 
A basic work on English Naval history 
£9 9s, Od. ($27.00) 
Three important historical works by F. Seebohm 
The English Village Community Examined in its 
Relation to the Manorial and Tribal Systems 


£9 9s. Od. ($27.00) 
The Oxford Reformers £9 9s, Od. ($27.00) 
The Tribal System in Wales £9 9s, Od. ($27.00) 
Old English Customs by P. H. Ditchficld 

£11 iis, Od. ($33.00) 
Dark Age Britain by D. B, Harden 

£8 8s. Od. ($24.00) 
Henry VIII and His Wives by Walter Jerrold. 
IHistd. £9 9s. Od. ($27.00) 
Ludwig H of Bavaria by Guy de Pourtales 

£7 7s, Od. ($21.00) 
England in the Seven Years War by Sir Julian 
S. Corbett £14 ids. Od. ($42.00) 

THE FUGGER NEWS-LETTERS 

Being a selection of unpublished letters from the 
Correspondents of the House of Fugger during thc 
years 1568-1605. 
First series edited by Victor von Klarwill, 
lated by Pauline de Chary 


Samson the Nazarite 





trans- 
£7 7s. Od. ($21.00) 


Second series edited by Victor von Klarwill, trans- . 


lated by L. S, R. Byrne - £8 €s, Od. (S24. 00) 
The Dispatches of Field Marshal Yhe Duke of 
Wellington By the late Col. Gurwood, C.B., K.C. 
£50 8s. Od. ($144. 00) 
The Political History of England A subscription 
edition of a number of volumes of these is pro- 
posed-—Detajls on request 

Der Yuehrer: Hitler's Rise to Power By Konrad 
Heiden f £2 15s. Od. ($8.00 
English Dolls, Effigies and Puppets By Alice K. 
Early £8 8s. Od. ($24.00) 
The Comic History of Rome By Gilbert Abbott 
A. Beckett £8 8s, Od. ($24.00) 
The Comic History of England By Gilbert Abbott 
A. Beckett £14 14s. Od. ($42.00) 
All-In Fighting by Captain W. E. Fairbairn 


. (Rifle Section by Captain P. N. Walbridge 


£1 10s. Od. ($4.40) 
The Sealed Book of Roulette and Trentc-et- 
Quarante Being a guide to the tables at Monte 
Carlo, together with simple descriptions of several 
unique systems., 
Also chapters dealing with Baccarat, Chemin-de- 
Fer and La Boule By "Billiken" 

£2 10s, Od. ($7.00) 
River Gardens By H. Noe] Humphreys 

£4 4s. Od. ($12.00) 


H. PORDES, 


Publisher and Bookseller, 
529b Finchley Rd, London, N.W.3, 


England 


Telephone: HAMpstead 9878/9879 
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MOTOR CAR WORKSHOP MANUALS . 


We can supply from stock motor car workshop manuals. - 
On the majority of British, European and American cars 
from 1930 to the present day. 


FULL CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 


Ask to be put on our mailing list and state number of 
catalogues required. 


AUTOBOOKS LIBRARY SUPPLY SERVICE 


(A division of Autobooks Ltd. of Brighton) 
BENNETT ROAD, BRIGHTON, SUSSEX 


CEDRIC CHIVERS 


LIMITED 


PORTWAY, BATH 


Bookbinders and 
Booksellers 


Telegrams: 'DUROFLEX,' BATH Telephone: 7355, BATH 
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A QUESTION OF SIZE 


Size is an odd thing: we have Minis, mini-cabs, mini-skirts; recently the B.B.C. 
announced a mini heat-wave. Why then should we have maxi local authorities and hence 
maxi public libraries? But remorselessly, amalgamation pursues its way. 

Ín the West Midlands, eighteen local authorities have been reorganised as five county 
boroughs with populations ranging from 170,000 to 267,000. They are Dudley, Walsall, 
West Bromwich, Wolverhampton and Warley. This last named comprises Rowley Regis, 
Oldbury and Smethwick. The following authorities also disappear: the boroughs of 
Bilston, Wednesbury and Tipton, and the urban districts of Tettenhall, Wednesfield, 
Willenhall, Darlaston, Sedgley, Coseley, Brierley Hill and Amblecote. 

The Spring issue of Open Access (Editor: Audrey H. Higgs, A.L.A., Reference 
Library, Birmingham 1) publishes a front page map of the change-over and lists new 
library appointments. Also listed are thirteen Staffordshire County Library branches being 
transferred out of the county. Perhaps the powers-that-be are trying to make mini-counties? 





INDEFATIGABLE ISLINGTON 


A 16-page booklist on “Industrial training” is the latest item in the flood of printed 
publicity put out by Islington Public Libraries. It is designed to provide a representative 
selection of background reading on subjects relevant to the Industrial Training Act 1964, 
which is of fundamental importance to the whole future of British industry. 

This is something we should all be doing, but which many libraries cannot attempt. 
because of lack of staff. Equally one might say it should be provided nationally, by the 
L.A. or the Department of Education and Science, but they would have to build up a 
suitable staff and provide resources. 

At the moment the best solution might be to re-issue the better quality local publicity 
at a national level, as has been done by the L.A. in the case of Wimbledon’s “Which shall 
I buy?” and by British Books in the case of Chelmsford’s "Books for the home reference 
library." Alternatively they could be compiled locally by arrangement with a national body, 
as the County Libraries’ Readers Guides are produced. Perhaps the R.S.1.S. would take 
responsibility? 

In the meantime, congratulations to C. A. Elliott, Islington Chief Librarian, for pro- 
viding the opportunity, and to Gertrude Watts and Jacqueline Green, Stock Editor and 
Deputy Stock Editor, for taking it. 


THE FUTURE IS HERE NOW 


A fantasy by J. P. W. Bryon come true — “The world’s first ‘dial-a-book’ library is 
now in operation at the Technical Universizy of Delft. By dialing the number of a book 
it can be delivered to the student in about 16 seconds.” 

The quotation comes from LOGA: Local Government Abstracts, (1) 4, November- 
December 1965, published by Havering Public Libraries, and refers to an item in the 
Times Educational Supplement, 26th November 1965, page 1166. 
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Incidentally, LOGA is a most useful device for transferring information to public 
librarians’ local government colleagues, and for transferring much-needed kudos back 
from them to public librarians. It, or something like it, should be in every public library 
in the country, and every other local government department should be told it is there to 
be consulted — or better still, receive a bulletin compiled by the library staff. 


CATALOGUERS CODED | z 7 
In the General Register Office's “Classification of occupations, 1966" (B66-10807), 
cataloguers are singled out from other librarians for lower status in XXI — Clerical 


Workers. Code Number 140 includes cataloguers, library clerks and assistants, meter 
readers, book office cashiers, postal workers, proof readers, office managers, etc. 

Librarians are at 204, which is part of XXV — Professional, Technical Workers, Artists, 
which includes Medical practitioners (qualified), Judges, Barristers, etc. 204 itself, apart 
from librarians, also includes economists, actuaries, statisticians, sociologists, psychologists, 
interpreters, industrial designers, and — bibliographers. 

This relegation of Cataloguers to Code 140 is obviously the result of a misunder- 
standing. Perhaps the Department of Education and Science could help? 


CULTURE 


For those who like their exhibitions large and highly controversial, the England 
premiere of The Free Imagination and Ruthless Logic Show at Hornsey Central Library, 
October 15th — 29th, should not be missed. (It has been shown in Wales.) 

Designed and mounted by the Graphic Design Department of the Hornsey College of 
Art, it includes an optical painting 80 feet long. The London Borough of Haringey 
Libraries, Museum and Arts Department describes it as "brilliantly original, deliberately 
argumentative and often amusing." AND (as they say in the cinema) there are other 
exhibitions too: Rembrandt Etchings, 10—24 September, Designs for the Theatre, 12—26 
November, Modern Gouaches & Water colours, 3—17 December, Nineteenth Century Book 
Iustration, 28 January — 11 February, and New Prints 2, 4—19 March. 
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` McANDREW'S DOOT 


The Presidential Address to the A.A.L. given at London, 23rd June 1966 
-— by Miss J. M. PLAISTER, B.Sc. (Econ.), F.L.A. 


RYdyard Kipling in McAndrew's Hymn said “What i ha’ seen since ocean steam began 
leaves me na doot for the machine: but what about the man?” 


I have been reading Libraries of the future a report by Licklider of a research project 
by the Council on Library Resources which discusses the library system as it may be in 
the future. This report (for those who haven't read it) rejects our present concepts of the 
dissemination of information. Technical advances in the use of the computer can, and will, 
replace the printed word. Whilst, says the Report, “the page is an admirable means of. 
display, neither the sentence nor the word really gives quickly or efficiently the facts, con- 
cepts and ideas which lie behind these documents." Books through the printed word may ` 
store information (although delays in its presentation is inevitable), but their retrievability 
potential is poor and as a means of indexing and abstracting information the printed word 
as a book or periodical has very little pert to play. Computers however will have this 
power to store, retrieve, index and abstract knowledge, and Licklider goes into considerable 
detail as to how this can be done. 1 don't propose to go into the detail of the system pro- 
posed. I don't know that I really understand it anyway; so let me just refer you to the book. . 

At the same time as I was reading Licklider I was given a story to read in a science 
fiction magazine. I can only think it must have been written by a librarian, but the name 
Hal Draper is unknown to me (a pseudcnym possibly!). This story, which appeared in 
the magazine Fantasy and Science is called "A MS find in a library, or The day civilization 
collapsed," and the author takes Licklider to the ultimate conclusion. As knowledge in- 
creases so the codes to the codes, to the ccdes increase. The earth will not hold the coded 
knowledge and planets and satellites are utilized. (I spent a fascinating five minutes 
working out which planets were most suitable for particular fields of knowledge — the 
moon for ancient religions and customs of love and marriage?) But J won't spoil the story 
for you, and will leave to your imagination what happens when the codes become crossed 
and someone looses an essential unit. 

Fantastic —- perhaps, but I’m not so certain. Licklider suggests that by 2000 A.D. his 
projects will be a practical possibility. Science fiction perhaps, but how often has science 
fiction become fact. The implications are frightening, could civilization collapse this way 
in 2100 A.D. rather than by a nuclear bomb? 

To return to my opening quotation "na doot for the acing but what about the man?” 
How often in the past has man made a scientific discovery without realizing its potential 
and failed to create the controls to master it. 21 years after the a of the first 
atomic bomb we are still trying to control it. 

I can almost hear some of you saying chat this is a peculiar theme for an Address by 
the President of the Association of Assistant Librarians. I would defend it by saying that 
members of the A.A.L. are the librarians of the future, whose (work may. indeed be in 
the realms of scientific fact. 

My plea is for a recognition of the potential and the preservation of a sense of balance. 
A balance obtained by knowledge. For we would be foolish to try to stem the advance in 
technology. Machines are already available to disseminate information and becoming part 
of the working life of some at least of those present here today. 1 maintain however, that 
far too few librarians take any interest in the development of information retrieval and the 
use of computers. We all think too small A computer panel on which I serve, has been 
discussing the installation of a centra] computer which could produce magnetic tape for 
catalogue entries and do away completely with our present individual library cataloguing 
systems. With the co-operation of the Librery of Congress and other national library systems 
we could have an international catalogue on a computer. Developments already taking 
place in the United States and Scandinavia may make this possible. Within a few years 
it may be practicable for large libraries to obtain immediate access to information by 
enquiry links with a central multi-programming computer, At the moment I am speaking 
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about the cataloguing of books and other printed material. Surely the use of computers 
must extend to the retrieval of information, circulation control, periodicals, etc. Know- 
ledge is increasing at such a rate that libraries must take part in such schemes if they are 
not to be superseded by other agencies. 

This will require co-operation. We are already aware that “no library is an island,” but 
are we really looking into the future when the exchange of books and periodicals vil, Bm 
a small part of the service required? et 

I believe we must explore the realms of science. How far can science and technology 
aid our work? What are the services which will be required by our readers? In an indus- 
trial society expansion depends on knowledge, and how often do our readers go away 
dissatisfied? As I see it science, technology, history, law, medicine, business and govern- 
ment all come within the scope of information retrieval. But here of course comes the rub 
— what about art and creative literature? It is here that I plead for a sense of balance. 
Great art and literature cannot be reduced to a code in a machine. 


If we accept that the machine can take away the drudgery from much of our work, how 
much more time we should have available for the other fields of our work which we neglect 
through lack of staff. Librarians should surely promote the development of individuals. If 
we take scientific facts to be the bread of life — "man cannot live by bread alone." 

I feel that I am becoming lost in the realms of philosophy — mythology some may feel 
— so let me return quickly to earth. Í am not advocating that librarians become educa- 
tionalists, but I believe we must fight for the staff and resources to do adequate research 
into readers and the reading of books. Often our schemes are based on guesswork. With 
a few exceptions libraries do little to promote reading amongst children. Booksellers and 
publishers are often eager for our guidance, but we are too taken up with stamping date 
labels to help. And if our libraries are good do we do enough to publicize them? National 
Library Week may be a dirty word in certain places, but I feel it has an essential part to 
play. If I believe that the individual can gain by using libraries and reading books it is my 
duty to publicize them. 

As a professional Association we should be in the vanguard of progress. Far too often 
our Association, both the A.A.L. and the Library Association lag behind. We may try to 
get on the band waggon but too often we only manage to climb onto the trailer and some- 
times on the second time round. The Library Association is only just beginning to take an 
interest in computers, although individual librarians have been experimenting for a 
number of years in this field. I realize it is very easy to rant and rave from this platform, 
but if I succeed in rousing a few members of the profession — I shall have justified my 
appearance here. 

Let us as a profession consider systematically the gaps in our knowledge and resources. 
I do not propose here to list the avenues I want explored, but let me just give you a 
few examples. 

Do we really do enough to promote international or even national standards? 1 under- 
stand there is a move by the Americans to obtain international standards for filing rules 
(for catalogues, bibliographies and indexes) which are suitable for both manual and com- 
puter filing. In the past, we have too often paid lip-service to these suggestions, but when 
it comes to finding librarians willing to do the work it is a very different story. Let us 
not be found wanting this time. 

I want to see far greater co-operation with workers in science and industry, and dis- 
cussions with educationalists and social workers. I want Research Committees of the 
Library Association and the A.A.L. to be in closer touch with ASLIB and Research 
Associations and with similar organisations in other countries. 

The Library Association is already doing research into books for readers with defective 
sight, with the aid of a grant from the Nuffield Foundation. I realize that as individuals 
or an Association we do not have the resources for advanced research, but I believe that 
if we have sufficient enthusiasm and exert sufficient pressure the money will be forthcoming. 

We now have a Government Department responsible for the welfare of libraries. 1 am 
sure I speak for the majority of those here present in saying that I am disappointed by 
the impact made or rather not made, by the Department in the 14 months since the Public 
Libraries Act was implemented. I suppose we expected too much, but I do wonder if we 
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haven't been too complacent. We have been sitting back waiting for things to happen, but 

I think if we look at our government machine we can see that pressure groups exert a 

considerable influence. Whatever your politics, this is just one of these democratic facts of 

life. I frequently feel that librarians are too unassuming. We are pleasant, nice people who 

don’t like to make a fuss. Let us be militant, let us constantly make a fuss (not only when 
ding award is likely to affect our pockets). 


It seems to me fantastic that this country is unable to supply statistics to UNESCO on 
children’s public libraries, school libraries, College of Education libraries, Special libraries 
and in the public library field of periodicals taken, circulation figures, number of users, 
number of borrowers and capital expenditure. In addition, partial figures only, are available 
for university libraries and Colleges of Advanced Technology. Perhaps we may ask the 
Department of Education and Science to help, surely we should be insisting that such 
statistics are kept. If we have no figures for comparison or a complete picture of library 
resources how can we make progress? The national statistics prepared by statisticians in 
the United States have undoubtedly helped to persuade the American Government to 
provide Federal money for library purposes. The money available to the Library of 
Congress for its investigation into international cataloguing makes me green with envy. 
But envy gets us nowhere, so let's do something about it. 


Do we ensure that our students and librarians get the right kind of training, or even 
when they leave library school if our newly qualified librarians get any further training 
at all? I know that some sections of the profession organize admirable courses at an 
advanced level, but there is little that is systematic about the organisation of these courses. 
Have we attempted to persuade our employers that refresher courses are an essential part 
of our work? It should be possible when you take a new job, or your organisation enters 
a new field, for you to attend a course which will make you more expert. I feel that we 
rely too much on the practice of "sitting by Nellie;” after all Nellie may have been doing 
the job wrong for years! Such courses will not necessarily be run by the Library Associa- 
tion, or even have librarians as lecturers. We make some use of specialists who are not 
librarians but do we make enough use of them: The advanced techniques used by scientists 
may not be applicable to our work, but how much better will it be for us to have too much 
knowledge rather than too little. We have accepted the fact that there are some specialist 
fields in librarianship, I want to see many more. In this way can we obtain the respect of 
outsiders, and command the salaries which we believe we deserve. Let us have specialists 
in work with adolescents — not just children’s librarians. Let us increase the number of 
our subject specialists. These propositions demand that we work in bigger units, not 
necessarily in larger library systems although these may be desirable, but through co- 
operation and co-ordination. Make regional reference libraries a reality and give them 
adequate resources. By means of computer links, telex and television it will be possible for 
our reader to have before him the information he requires within a few minutes of his 
asking for it. And this leads me to another point, the barrier of the machine which 
confronts the reader. I am frequently met with the comments “our readers will not use the 
microfilm reader” or “they will not accept a photocopy.” Well whose fault is this? Ours 
I maintain. The public accepts the machine and automation in so many walks of life that 
I fear that the librarian frequently creates the Darrier himself. If the reader requires these 
services he must be taught to accept the means by which he obtains his information. 
Librarians must forget that they are antiquarians and bibliophiles at heart. Let us live in 
the 20th century and prepare for the 21st century. Our successors will not thank us if they 
have a legacy of tradition which has blocked progressive thought. 


To return again to my opening quotation — “we have na doot for the machine" — in 
theory at least the machines are with us, but what about the man? Are we to be ruled 
by the machine? Do you know? Do you.ever care? You whose business it is to provide 
books and information! How often do you appreciate the power you wield through the 
printed word? We can maintain a balance between science and art if we will. We can 
ensure that music, creative literature and art have a place in our libraries as well as 
science and technology. l 

I am talking big but I believe our future is at stake. Let me end by misquoting Emerson 
that in our profession at least — “Mankind is in the saddle and rides machines.” 


153 


A 


GETTING ORGANISED: an approach to management 
in libraries 


The A.A.L. Weekend School at Carmarthen has been weighed against its Ha al 
Dean Harrison, and summarised by Vivienne Prowse and Diana Porter. In this artici show 


that A.A.L. Weekend Schools are not ali play, the contributions of the guest speaker and three 
discussion leaders are reported in detail by 


Patricia M. Wood, A.L.A., 
Associated Electrical Industries Ltd., Rugby 


Session |. Management in Libraries 


A. G. D. Collis, E.C.A., Senior Assistant Director of Establishments, 
Greater London Council. 


Mr. Collis, who started his career as a chartered accountant, believes that management 
is synonymous with administration and therefore that library administration is in fact 
library management. It follows that management techniques of all kinds could find a place 
in the administration of our libraries. 

Management, which in its simplest terms is systemised common sense, has been with 
us for many centuries and it is comparatively recently that it has become a subject field in 
itself. If we accept the fact that management is basically common sense then we accept 
the fact that librarians have been unwittingly practising just this in their libraries for 
many years. Does it not then follow that if the basic principles lend themselves to library 
administration then we might delve into even the most specialised of management tech- 
niques to see if they have any relevance to the techniques of librarianship. 

A Frenchman named Fayol was the first person to analyse the techniques he employed 
and he found that a basic formula could be employed for all aspects of management. This 
formula stil! holds good today : — ; 


1. Forecasting 

2. Planning 

3. Organising 

4. Commanding 

5. Communicating and Coordinating 
6. Controlling. 


If we analyse this six-point plan in relation to Librarianship, we find that each point 
bears relevance to the whole field of our profession. 
1. Forecasting 

Forecasting is usually based on past experience and we can employ statistical techniques 
to allow for our forecasting process to be based on fact rather than personal experience. 
2. Planning 

The following questions must always be posed before deciding on a plan: — 

a. Why do this particular job anyway? 
b. Is it really necessary? 
c. Can anything simpler be done instead to serve the same purpose? 
d. What are the resources for doing this job? 
e. Is it in fact feasible? 

'This basic framework on which we may plan all our operations is echoed by the present- 
day O. & M. method of asking these five questions — why? what? how? when? where? 
3. Organising 

When our planning operation is completed we should have a framework for the opera- 
tion, now we must get down to the job of organising our staff to carry out the plan. 

The most important aspect of personnel management is to get the right person into the 
right job. A librarian must know his staff well and be aware of their limitations as well as. 
their capabilities, Delegation is absolutely essential in any operation and the librarian must 
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be certain that his staff are capable of dealing with the responsibilities delegated to them. 
A word about span of control is relevant at ‘this point. The size of the library staff must 
not be greater than the librarian is capable of controlling. It has been estimated that 11—15 . 
people is the largest number of staff who can work together successfully and be aware of 
what everyone else is doing and it follows that in a large establishment staff must be split. 
into several units with responsibility for staff control delegated to the leaders of these 
uni 
4. Commanding 

Responsibilities must be clearly defined among al! staff but responsibility should be inter- 
changeable if necessary. Professional and non-professional staff responsibilities must be . 
entirely separate. 

The maxim of better people for better jobs should be adopted in our library policy. We 
must have well qualified people to carry out professional duties and we must have clerks 
to deal with routine jobs. At the same time, however, we must avoid creating a privileged 
class. It must be clearly understood that it is possible for a clerk to rise from the ranks if 
promotion is justified. Junior staff should be encouraged to broaden their scope and oppor- - 
tunities for advancement must be made available to them. Leave of absence must be willingly 
not grudgingly granted for any person to attend college and become a qualified librarian. 

Mobility of staff is essential if we are to fit the right person into the right job. A new 
member of staff should be moved around if necessary until he finds a place where he can 
fit into the establishment. 

5. Communicating and Coordinating 

. Communication should be by word-of-mouth whenever possible. The practice of circu- 
lating memoranda is lazy, incompetent and impersonal. Coordination is best carried out 
by staff meetings held regularly, say once a week, when members of staff should be 
encouraged to make suggestions and constructive criticisms. à 
6. Controlling 

A librarian must control his staff to ensure that his instructions are being carried out 
correctly and efficiently and that everything is going according to plan. 


Session 2. Staff Management 
Godfrey Thompson, F.L.A., Guildhall Librarian. 


On the subject of staff management we must adopt the maxim that a happy staff is an 
efficient staff. Once a librarian has seen to it that all his staff are in the right jobs, he must 
be concerned with theic welfare and ensure that they are contented if output is to be main- 
tained at peak efficiency. 

Staff management should follow the pattern of recruitment—management—retention. 
On the subject of recruitment we come back to the maxim of better people for better jobs 
and in this connection we must remember that the recruitment of juniors is just as impor- 
tant as the recruitment of seniors for in librarianship the juniors of today are the librarians 
of the future. If more attention were to be paid to this problem the profession would 
benefit as a whole by ensuring that young people of the right calibre are entering librarian- 
ship on the bottom rung of the ladder. 

Also on the subject of recruitment, it might be worth mentioning that it is time we did 
some hard thinking about our public image. We are now demanding that all entrants to 
our profession must be either “A” level school leavers or graduates but we are paying no 
attention to the fact that to the general public we are a band of “professional book- 
stampers.” How can we expect young people to consider joining us when we do not 
publicise the fact that we are professional people well qualified to do the work for which 
we are paid. 

In the period following recruitment, management must consist of rationalising of duties, 
training and encouragement, Rationalising of duties consists of learning new techniques, 
applying the knowledge gained and-noting the effect on the staff. Training must consist of 
adequate in-service training and finally providing the young people with opportunities for 
becoming qualified librarians. Encouragement ties up with retention because we will find 
that young people become discouraged very quickly if they are given no encouragement and 
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the large turnover of junior staff in many libraries bears witness to poor personnel 
management. 
` À calculated process of encouragement consists of the following aspects: — 

a. Working conditions 

b. Delegation " 


c. Communication NC ili 
d. “Trouble shooting." 


Working conditions must be as attractive as possible and this includes the subject of 
salaries. It has been said that nobody worries about his salary as such but he does worry 
about the differential between his salary and that of his colleagues. It must therefore be 
true that staff will be happier when they have no knowledge of how much their colleagues 
are earning and in this respect industrial libraries, where salaries are usually negotiable, 
score over public libraries, where all salaries are fixed on a rigid scale. 

Also on the subject of working conditions, we must consider the fact that, with the 
coming of automation into our libraries, we must employ people to operate computers, 
punched card machines and the like. This work is dull, repetitive and boring and must 
necessarily be done by persons of a fairly low intelligence level. It becomes increasingly 
obvious that the more machines we accumulate to do our routine work, the more jobs 
we create of a much more menial nature. It is no use expecting librarians or even intelli- 
gent juniors to operate these machines. The turnover of staff would then be even more 
appalling than it is at present. 

Delegation has already been dealt with from the point of view of management but it 
must also be viewed from a staff angle. Members of staff will soon become disgruntled 
and frustrated if they are not given suitable responsibilities when they are ready for them 
and every effort must be made to ensure that no member of staff is prevented from proving 
his capabilities. | 

Lastly the subject of “trouble shooting” is an important if minute aspect of staff 
management and must be handled very carefully. Staf problems can be largely psycho- 
logical but they can build up in a person’s mind to gigantic proportions and the problem 
may become so acute that the librarian may find a member of staff resigning for no 
apparent reason. This sort of situation points to a poor staff manager and is indicative of 
the fact that the librarian is unapproachable and unsympathetic to the worries and problems 
of his staff, 2 

Finally, let us accept the fact that there is no efficient way of summing up the subject 
of staff management in libraries. There are no hard and fast rules which will apply in 
every case and indeed rigid rules have no place in our profession. 


Session 3. The Changing Pattern of Organisation in 
Librarianship 
H. K. Gordon Bearman, F.L.A., County Librarian, West Sussex County Library, 


Mr. Bearman is recognised in the profession as a forethinking and "go ahead" librarian. 
He has been among the first in the country to adopt new methods and has recently adopted 
computerised cataloguing. He is therefore well qualified to speak on the subject of new 
techniques and can give us the benefits of his experience of specialised methods. 

Mr. Bearman is concerned by the fact that it is very difficult for librarians to define 
their objective — a library service is intangible and cannot be efficiently expressed in terms 
of issue statistics, It is therefore, necessary for us to concentrate on where we are going and 
all the methods, techniques and procedures which we employ must be geared to our 
objective. 

As our profession expands, larger administrative units are inevitable and in the future 
we are going to need more administrators — how can we as librarians educate ourselves 
in this field? The Library Association education programme gives us a good grounding 
in organisation and administration but those of us who wish to specialise in this aspect of 
librarianship must look further afield to increase our knowledge and our awareness of 
current trends. The answer may be to attend courses on management but it has been sug- 
gested by some librarians that management in our field is just common sense and can be 
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better gained by experience than theoretical knowledge. This may be so, but we can benefit 
by keeping ourselves abreast of new developments in the field of management and admini- 
stration and make use of specialised methods and techniques which lend themselves to our 
activities. 

Specialised techniques are usually evolved in industry where adequate financial support 
ás available for research into methods which will produce greater efficiency and economy. 

Meg ges more we are accepting that these systems can find a place in our libraries. 
Photocharging and punched card charging were accepted as issue methods several years 
ago and now computers are regarded as library assistants of the future. 

The possibilities of computers are seemingly endless. Libraries are already using these 
machines for cataloguing, issues linked to overdues, clerical routines, readership surveys, 
reader profiles, informations retrieval, and so on. At the present time research is being 
carried out into the use of computers for translating, abstracting and indexing and several 
organisations are already adopting these methods. 

Included in the subject of the changing face of librarianship and connected possibly with 
computerised cataloguing is the complex field of library cooperation. It has been said many 
times before and no doubt it will be said again that our present interlending techniques 
are archaic, inefficient and ineffectual. We have regional bureaux all over the country, we 
have the National Central Library and the National Lending Library for Science and Tech- 
nology and while these centres are doing a good job to the best of their ability we have no 
sure way of knowing an exact source for required material. 

Regional bureaux and other such units were set up in the past because there was a need 
for a service of this kind and one single unit could not cope with all the material. 
Regional bureaux were an attempt to solve the problem by splitting up the volume of 
work into units by geographical location and we have other systems based on different 
systematisation of units. 

In this age of computerised cataloguing, however, the basic problem has been solved. 
It is now possible for a computer to deal with information concerning locations for 
material throughout the whole country. Are we approaching the time when one central 
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unit will serve the whole country? We may be able to present our requests to this central 
unit in standard form to be fed into the computer and printed out as a list of sources. 

It would seem then that our profession is less than ever a static one. It is becoming 
increasingly obvious that as librarians of the future we must be dynamic and adventurous 
and we must have the intelligence to accept the basic principles of management and to 
modify management techniques to suit possibly a very different purpose from that f f 
which they were created. We must have the foresight to realise that with the ig 
automation we can solve many of our most basic problems in an entirely different Way. Let 
us do some basic rethinking and ensure that our profession is a progressive and dynamic . .: 
concern. 


Session 4. The Adaptation of Business Methods 
to Libraries 


Miss J. Cloke, F.L.A., Principal Assistant Librarian, London Borough of Bexley. :- 


Miss Cloke has for many years specialised in this very subject of adapting management - 
techniques to librarianship and is eminently qualified to speak on the subject. She is . 
recognised as an authority on specialised techniques within the profession and is a member 
of several special committees including a works.study panel. 

Business methods and management techniques are usually systems which have been 
developed or devised to deal with particular problems and, having proved successful in 
practice, have been adopted generally. Properly applied they can be useful in most fields 
including librarianship. This diagram can be used to symbolise our professional 
activities : — 


OBJECTIVE 


| 
MATERIALS 
OPERATION 
a PRODUCT | 






INFORMATION 
AND 
COMMUNICATION 





We must start with our objective. In public libraries our objective is to provide an 
intangible service. to the general public but this rather vague objective must be geared to 
financial support and most important to the personalities of the library staff. University 
and college libraries have their objective a little more clearly defined — they exist to 
provide a service to staff and students. Here the subject field and the scope of the clientele 
are more specifically defined but it is in industrial libraries where the objective is most 
clearly determined. The aim of any industrial concern is to make money and everything. 
else is subordinated to that end. An industrial library therefore exists to provide material 
and information for staff who will use that information to further the interests of the firm 
whether in research or manufacture. Any industrial library will have its objective clearly 
defined in this way and the narrow field of subject interest renders the task of the librarian 
much easier. 
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Having defined our objective, we must ccnstruct our plan. Initially this may involve the 
entire planning of a new library but genera.ly it involves planning day-to-day policies, the ` 
adoption of new techniques, planning new services and the like. We must never consider 
-our job to be static and we must never fall into the trap of thinking that once we have 
evolved our methods and policies that they will never need to be amended. 

aving constructed our plan, we must acquire the materials to carry out that plan, be 
th oks, staff, buildings or equipment. Here we must remember the old rule that you ` 
get.what you pay for — if you want the best you must pay for it, if inferior materials will 
` serve exactly the same purpose there is no nsed to pay for high quality materials. This rule 
- must especially be applied to staff — if you want somebody to paste labels into books there | 
- is no need to employ a qualified librarian to do the job. 

; Finally we must put our plan into operation and produce the end product, be this a 
general service to the public: in a public library or the end product of an industrial firm. 
-" Atrall times there are pressures on us in the entire process. There are pressures on our 
objective in that everyone may have differznt. ideas as to what our objective should be. 
There are pressures on our plan, again beceuse everyone will try to tell us how to do our 
job. There. are pressures on our materials in. that we may not be able to get what we want, 
because of shortage of supply, lack of finance or any one of a dozen other reasons. There 

* will be many pressures on our operation ficm outside influences and from staff themselves 

and again there will always be criticism. Finally there will be pressures on the end product 
from many angles. ln an industrial firm there may be a need to produce the end product 
more quickly or in a slightly different form and in a public library, where the end product 

is an intangible "service," there are pressures from the public to constantly improve the 
standard of service. 

Information and communication come into the picture at all stages. To and from the 
objective in our attempt to specifically determine the objective. To and from the plan — 
collecting information initiady and then checking on how the plan is progressing. To and 
from the materials — initially collecting information on what materials are available and 
where they may be obtained and finally checking to make sure that the materials are proving 
suitable for the purpose. Mainly to and from the operation — giving initial instructions 
and subsequently supervising the operation and collecting data on its progress. Finally to 
and from the end product — we must advertise whatever it is we have achieved and assess 
how effective it is. 5 

Having established and accepted this lozical approach to our work, we can consider 
the subject of management techniques and see if they lend themselves to application in 
libraries. There are so many of these techniques and methods available, however, that a 
survey of them will necessarily be brief and selective and the survey will be limited at 
this time to a selection of control and metkod study techniques. 

Management by Exception 

Management by Exception is a method Which can usefully be employed in a large 
organisation and it hinges on the principle.that when everything is going according to 
plan there is no need for action by the menagement and it is only when the plan is not 
working that the management needs to be notified. 

Thus we can construct a chart on which to plot a graph of our statistics. This chart 
will have as its central point a line which represents the ideal situation whatever it may ` 
be and in whatever terms are suitable to the operation. As an example we will take library 
issues and decide that with the size of ouz library and the potentialities of our staff we 
should be issuing 500 books a day. We then decide what our tolerance levels will be. In 
the case of our example, we may decide thet we can cope with and be content with 400 to ' 
600 issues per day. Above 600 our staff cannot cope and below 400 our service is not being 
used as it should be. i 

Going back to our original principle we will say that as long as the issues stay between 
400 and 600 per day there is no need for concern but in the event of the line of the graph 
going outside the tolerance lines the librarian must be informed either for the purpose of 
immediate action or for the purpose of keeping a close watch on’ fúture developments. . 
Correlation 
|. Correlation is a method of calculating a relationship between two abet and it is often 
'used in business when it, is necessary to obtain a calculated average. A chart is prepared 
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using as the two lines of units whatever happen to be the subjects in which you are 
interested. Perhaps it may be that you wish to correlate staff salaries and library output 
and you may use issue statistics to represent your output. In this case a chart would be 
prepared using as the two units staff salaries and library issues. 

Data can be collected from all sources on the salaries of staff employed in libraries 
throughout the country having a known number of issues and each of these is represepim 
by a dot at the appropriate place on the graph — this is known as scattering. - f 

We may now find that there does indeed seem to be some relationship between these 
two subjects and we can draw a line of regression on the graph — that is the line which. 
represents the average. This line is the calculated average and can be used, in the case of 
our example, to calculate what salary is suitable for a librarian in a library which issues 
a certain number of books and conversely what is the output expected of a librarian who 
is paid a certain salary. 

Sampling 

Sampling is a method employed to ascertain a particular state of affairs in an economical 
and feasible way. To ascertain a situation you would take a sample — a proportion — and 
analyse that sample calculating the average and thereby setting a standard, 

Staff Interviewing | - 

We can take a lesson from management in the interviewing of our staff — the study of 
professional interviewing makes very interesting reading and it becomes increasingly 
obvious that there is more to it than meets the eye of the librarian. 

A technique which we might usefully employ in librarianship is one widely used by 
personnel managers and that is the use of the standard interviewing form. One such form 
in common use is constructed on the following pattern : — 


1. Physique 
Physical capability of the applicant to do the job for which he is being 
interviewed. 
2.  Attainments 
Qualifications and Experience. 
3. General intelligence. 
4. Special aptitudes ; 
Specialisation of any kind in professional activities. 
5. Special interests 7 
Extra-mural activities. 
6. Disposition 
Responsibility, reliability and suitability. 
7. Circumstances. 


Each member of the interviewing panel is provided with one of these forms and must 
use it as a guide during the interview — a space is left under each heading for the 
interviewer's comments, 

Obviously the use of these forms has certain disadvantages — we cannot classify people 
and put them and their personalities into little boxes — but the use of this method has a 
considerable advantage in facilitating the coordination of impressions of members of the 
interviewing panel and it serves as a factual record of impressions which can be very 
important when there are several people to be interviewed. 

Job Evaluation and Rating 

This particular management technique requires each member of staff to prepare a 
detailed specification for his job. This information is presented in tabular form on a 
standard form supplied for the purpose. The forms are subsequently analysed and a 
numerical rating is given for each member of staff. This enables the management to 
ascertain whether a member of staff is pulling his weight or if the pressure of work upon 
him is unduly severe and can be used to advantage when salary increases are in process of 
consideration. 

Training 

We can take many lessons from management in the training of our staff. Of particular 
interest to us are Group Training, Project Training and Pressure Programmes. These 
methods are already in use in some of our larger and progressive libraries. 
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Jt is interesting to note that in the experience of management it has been estimated that 
if an explanation only is provided in training, students can be expected to remember only 
about 10 per cent of what is said to them. If the explanation is accompanied by a demon- 
stration, they can be expected to remember 40—50 per cent. If the explanation and demon- 
stration are followed by practical exercises or projects, then the calculated expectation shoots 

to 80—90 per cent. These figures speak for themselves and should be used to Buide 

us iq the training of our young librarians. 
Work Studj : 

This term embraces techniques used by management to study method systematically. We 

‘can use Gilbreth symbols to produce charts which enable us to plan our libraries and 

organise our staff more efhciently. We can construct string diagrams — diagrams of the 
library with pins representing furniture and other obstacles and pieces of string of a ' 
different colour for each member of staff wound around the pins showing staff movement 
during the day. Such diagrams indicate how much effort is wasted during the course of 
the day and may suggest that the Jayout of the library is not conducive to ease of staff 
movement. 
Operational Research 

An operational research team will try to determine what the problems are of a par- 
ticular operation and attempt to determine the precise objective. A model will be produced 
— usually a mathematical model — which can be used as the plan on which to base the 
operation. A study of operational research methods can be of great benefit to us in the 
administration of our libraries. 

Memo Motion Film 

This technique involves filming all staff activities at several frames per minute and 
running the film back at a fast speed. This enables us to ascertain where time is being 
wasted and can be used as a basis for the calculation of more efficient methods. Memo 
motion film was employed by the Manchester Public Library in their study of issue 
methods. 

Ergonomics 

Ergonomics, the study of man in his environment, is a highly specialised field but can 
have some applications in libraries. The layout of the average library is unimaginative and 
uneconomical and techniques of ergonomics can be applied to overcome this to a certain 
extent. 

Critical Path Method 

Critical path method, which is based on network analysis, was evolved to enable highly 
specialised and complicated operations to be planned and controlled in the most efficient 
and economic way. 

The technique of Critical Path involves determining and isolating the various stages in 
an operation and programming them into a logical sequence of events which finally leads 
to the objective. Each particular job is denoted by a letter and an arrow which is propor- 
tionate to the duration of that job. The start and end of each job are called events and are 
indicated by a circle containing a number representing the time taken to do the job. The 
logical sequence of jobs must be determined and, once this has been established, the arrows 
can be put into sequence. The success of the operation depends on the accuracy of the 
basic data. 
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In this simple Critical Path diagram, jobs A and C take one day each, job B takes two 
days but job D cannot be started until job C is completed. Since job C takes only one day, 
ali should be well, but if job C is delayed then job D is also delayed. Job F takes three 
days and jobs G and H take two days each. Job I cannot be started until job F is com- 
pleted. On completion of jobs F and H, jobs I and J will both take four days. The Critical 
Path is A, B, D, G, H and I taking a total of fifteen days. Especial care must be taken dom * 
ensure that there are no holdups at C and F. - 

The longest line of this diagram is where the most time will be spent and is the Critical 
Path. This is where we must cut down on the time taken if we are to shorten the total 
time required for the operation. It may be possible to reduce this line so that it is no 
longer the critical path, in which case we must then concentrate on our new line and try 
to cut down on the time there. The diagram also serves as a control medium for the super- 
vision of the operation. 

We can apply the critical path method to many aspects of our professional work. Án 
obvious application is to the planning of a new library where time is money and economy 
and efficiency are the dominating factors. 

Critical Path Analysis is now a highly lucrative branch of the computer industry and is 
finding many applications in the world of business and commerce. 

Market Research 

Market research methods are widely used in industry and can be well employed by 
librarians to make a check on the use and value of the library service. 
Conclusion 

To sum up this section, let it be said that management techniques can have many 
applications to our professional work but they must only be employed when the situation 
demands it and not just for their own sake. The study of management can teach us a 
great deal and, if we regard ourselves as managers of libraries, then we will see that the 
methods and techniques of the professional administrators are within our reach if we 
have the foresight and intelligence to make use of them. 
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Training students in the use of a library: 
some basic considerations 
by K. W. NEAL. ; 


» 

Any librarian has two prime functions: first, to provide the stock of books, pamphlets, 
and periodicals required by his readers, both actual and potential; secondly, to facilitate 
and stimulate effective use of the library. The second function is to be achieved by appro- 
priate organisation, by the provision of displays, catalogues, and tier and shelf guides, by 
printed guides, by readers’ advisory services, and by instruction. The last-named is the 
peculiar extra responsibility of college librarians, whether they are termed Tutor 
Librarians, Librarian Tutors, or simply Librarians. There is an old fallacy in colleges and 
schools, however, that any lecturer or teacher, particularly if he specialised in English Lit., 
was quite capable of organising a library. This fallacy persists, but is being replaced by 
another equally mistaken belief that a librarian can, just by virtue of his training and 
experience as a librarian, teach readers how best to use a library. The qualities of an 
efficient librarian are not wholly the same as those of an effective teacher. The training is 
very different. It follows that, first, only some librarians are suited to the duties of a 
college librarian, secondly, that a special course of training is required to supplement the 
training given to all qualified librarians. Such a course might well last a term, and whilst 
dealing in part with the special problems of college librarianship, it would concentrate on 
those teaching techniques required for providing instruction in the effective use of the 
library. There is already a one-year course available for would-be Tutor Librarians, but it 
errs, in my opinion, in being too long, and in seeking to produce people who will teach 
Liberal Studies, for example, as well as the use of a library. A librarian has quite enough 
to do if he is providing a well-stocked, well-organised library, for a readership which has 
been so trained as to make good use of it. 

The next basic requirement for the successful training of students in the use of a library, 
is that the Librarian should know his students and provide instruction accordingly. He 
needs, first, to find the answers to four simple questions. Are his students likely to be 
interested in using a library? How much do they already know about this skill? How 
much more do they need to know? And, what is the best method of putting this across? 

First, interest: most students in technical colleges are not interested, and many have a 
definite antipathy to books and a suspicion of libraries and librarians. Consequently, an 
introductory talk in these circumstances must not consist of a detailed exposition of 
Dewey, rather must it seek to stimulate their interest. 

Then the Librarian should attempt to assess how much hís students already know about 
the use of a library. How to assess this is a topic on which nothing specific appears to 
have been published. Some time ago 1 employed the obvious method, a questionnaire, on 
a new intake of students at Wolverhampton Technical Teachers' College: of a possible 
maximum mark of 30, the average score obtained was 9, and the actual scores ranged 
from 18 down to 1. 

Next the Librarian has to consider how much more do his students need to know; and 
whether he should be concerned only with the students' present needs or try also to provide 
for when the students have completed their course. Of help at this juncture is a critical 
examination of the curricula listed in Appendix 1 of the A.T.T.I's Use of libraries. A 
further questionnaire could be given at the end of the course in order to try to assess the 
effectiveness of the library instruction. 

Which brings us to the question of what is the best method of training students to make 
effective use of a library. Lack of time compels some, if not most, college librarians to 
choose between giving instruction to only a few courses, and delivering introductory 
lectures to a hundred or more students at a time. Neither method is to be recommended; 
indeed, mass lectures may do more harm than good. There is no one best method, and 
choice of methods and material will vary from group to group. It is usually best to start 
from the students” present interests, in particular their hobbies and careers, and to provide 
a course geared to their particular needs, Thus, a fifteen-year-old engineering apprentice 
will receive a rather different course of library instruction from that undertaken by the 
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mature student who is studying for an external B.Sc. (Econ.) degree. Each course, however, 
will employ a variety of approaches, and include, for example, practical exercises, and ` 
handouts. The aim must be to have the student, when he visits the dibrary, to think like a 
librarian, and to have the Librarian, when he prepares the course, to think to some extent 
like a student. If the A.T.T.I.’s proposal is to be implemented “That there should be at 
least 12 hours of relevant instruction and practical use of the library in each academic 
year of'a full-time course,” then library staffs in colleges will need to be vastly increased. 
One final point: for Jibrary instruction to be fully effective, the co-operation of lecturers 
is essential, but that merits an article on itself alone. 
Bibliography. (1). Association of Teachers in Technical Institutions. Use of libraries: a 
policy statement. 1966. Gratis. . 
(2). Carey, R. J. P. A technical information course for engineering and science students 
at Hatfield College of Technology. Library Association Record, 66 (1) January, 1964, 
pages 14-20. i i 
(3). Neal, K. W. Technical college libraries. 1965. Chapter 14. 


NOTICE OF ELECTION ; 


Nominations are invited for the following Officers and Councillors of the Association 
of Assistant Librarians to serve during 1967: 

Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Editor. 
Six National Councillors. 

Nominations must be submitted in writing to the Vice-President, Mr. G. Crowther, 
F.L.A., Librarian, Advanced Research Division, Rolls Royce Ltd. Old Hall, Littleover, 
Derby. Nominations must be made by two or more members of the Association, counter- 
signed by the nominee and accompanied by the following information : — Official position 
and employer; particulars of previous employment in librarianship; details of service to 
the A.A.L. and/or the Library Association as National, Branch or Divisional Officer, 
Councillor or Committee member, or zs Examiner, Tutor or Editor; professional and 
academic qualifications; age as at 1st January 1967; a photograph; and a manifesto in not 
more than 200 words giving the candidate's attitude to current problems which affect the 
A.AL. 

The last date on which nominations may reach the Vice-President is 15th September, 
1966. 


BRIGHTON SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 


Annual Dinner, Saturday October 8th, at Langfords Hotel, 
6.45 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. Members may bring a guest. 
Cost — £1 a head to be sent to R. J. B. Riley, Esq., Marino, 
87 Hanover Terrace, Brighton 7. 


VICTORIANA 


The Victorian Society (Chairman: Professor Nikolaus Pevsner) is pressing Birmingham 
Corporation to preserve, within their new Central Library when it is built, the décor of 
the Shakespeare Memorial Library of J. H. Chamberlain (1880-2) wht.h the Society's 
1965-6 Annual Report describes as "a gorgeous 'Jacobethan' fantasy." The Society has 
been concerned about the widespread demolition of good Victorian buildings in the centre 
of Birmingham. (In Liverpool and Newcestle, the best of the old has been retained to 
relieve the bulk of new development.) 

Another Victorian public library menticned in the Report is the City Library, Win- 
chester (Owen B. Carter, 1838), which received a grant from the Historic Buildings 
Council for England. 

Anyone wishing to join the Society can obtain a membership form from the Annual 
Report's Hon. Editor, George McHardy, 56 Hanover Gate Mansions, Regent's Park, 
London, N.W.1. 
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YOUR LETTERS 


MERSEY BEATEN? 


In reply to Mr. Fisher's comments in the 
June Assistant, it seems I must supply a 
rough profile. 

First of all I am not a young student 
with little or no library experience and I 
am fully aware of the aspects suggested, but 
I can only feel that since meetings, etc. are 
given adequate advance publicity, a little 
enterprise on the assistant's part will often 
enable him or her to attend. 

lt is unfortunate that in his remarks 
about "more time to spare," Mr. Fisher 
could not know that I made a 100 mile 
return rail journey for five days a week to 
attend the library school, that I have a wife 
and two children to provide for, and as far 
as professional activities are concerned, I 
attended both in term and out most L.A. and 
A.A.L. functions, including the Conference 
at Harrogate last year, and since elected to 
the Liverpool Division have attended com- 
mittee as often as possible. I might add that 
I was instrumental in proposing two candi- 
dates who have subsequently been elected. 

As a student 1 have found sufficient time 
to fulfil responsibilities to my tutors and 
the School; to my wife and family at home 
and to my profession as well, in this I do 
not claim uniqueness but I can hardly find 
the case proved of not being constructive. 
NEVILLE V. WOOD, now Senior Assis- 
tant, Rawdon, Liverpool. 


REVIEWS 


MECHANIZATION 


WASSERMAN, P. The librarian and the 
machine: observations on the applications 
of machines in the administration of col- 
lege and university libraries. Detroit, Gale 
research Co., 1965. 170 pages. $5.75. 


“This work does not purport to be a 
scientific study in any sense . . . it is rather 
a private and personal assessment of where 
academic librarianship seems to be in rela- 
ton to recent advances in technology. In 
important part, it reports the case history 
of one student's quest for increased under- 
standing, for a sober and balanced appraisal 
of this complex issue facing modern 
librarianship.” 

So states the author, rather modestly, in 
presenting what is, in effect, the results of 
his year's work at Western Reserve Uni- 
versity in 1963/64. Dr. Wasserman is also 
modest in describing his work as "observa- 
tions" when what, in fact, he has produced 
is a balanced, well-written, jargon-free 
survey of the entire field of library mech- 
anization, which offers any librarian a 
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balanced view of the prospects and prob- 
lems. Nothing is glossed over and enthu- 
siasm has not been allowed to dismiss 
problems as trivial or non-existent. 

Dr. Wasserman's report is presented in 
ten chapters plus an annotated reading list, 
and the chapters can be grouped into three 
sections: the problem and present develop- 
ments, which should serve as an antidote 
to too great a degree of enthusiasm since 
too many people are all too ready to forget 
that, "A machine is in no way a substitute 
for the human mind in identifying values 
or the rationality of procedures, for it can- 
not aid in the choice of alternatives nor 
can it discriminate except according to a 
prearranged set of rules which human 
minds evolve for it to follow;" the role 
of the different professional groups in- 
volved, and here there is much that rings 
true in Britain as in America, e.g. “At the 
very moment when there is greatest need 
. a core of understanding 
among library school students (even par- 
ticularly and especially, those who may not 
become “information scientists’ or “docu- 
mentalists") to help libraries effect a 
transition from traditional manual pro- 
cedures to more advanced means,' there is 
no cadre of instructional personnel 
equipped by training or experience to 
assert a balanced leadership toward this 
end; and proposals for future development. 

This is a book which can be whole- 
heartedly recommended to any librarian 
who, like Dr. Wasserman, seeks increased 
understanding, and alí students of lib. 
rarianship whatever their specialization. 

T. D. WILSON 


PLANNENG PRINCIPLES 


METCALFE, Keyes D. Planning academic 
and research library buildings. McGraw- 
Hill, 1965. 431 pages. 80s. 


The Librarian Emeritus of Harvard Col- 
lege is a world acknowledged authority on 
library planning, having served as a con- 
sultant to more than 250 libraries on six 
continents. He is eminently qualified, there- 
fore, to write such a work as this and one 
would expect it to be the thorough treat- 
ment of the subject it is. The book is in 
two parts; the first on basic information on 
library planning covering detail topics such 
as library objectives, the modular system, 
and trafic and accommodation problems. 
The second part deals with the planning 
process from preliminary stages to the 
construction period. Five appendices give 
programme examples, formulae and tables, 
“A list of equipment that might be over- 
looked,” a selective bibliography, and a 
glossary. There are numerous plans, dia- 


grams and drawings but, a pity this, no 
photographs. 

While the title specifically refers to 
academic and research libraries Mr. Met- 
calfe is dealing with principles and these 
are applicable to any library building. This 
book should be brought to the attention of 
any architect or librarian involved in 
library planning -— its use will prevent 
many irritating and expensive mistakes. 


COMMONWEALTH IN BOOKS 


HORNE, A. J. The Commonwealth today. 
Library Association, 1965. 107 pages. 24s. 
(Special Subject List no. 45.) 


The librarian of the Commonwealth 
Institute has produced a very useful basic 
bibliography of 720 items on all Common- 
wealth countries. The same pattern is 
adopted for each-—reference, general back- 
ground and description, history, geography, 
natural history, peoples, politics and 
economics —- with additional heads such as 
religion and education for some countries. 
The annotations are brief but useful and 
any reference librarian will find this list 
useful for checking his stock. 


FACING THE FACET 


VICKERY, B. C. Faceted classification 
schemes (Rutgers series on systems for the 
intellectual organization of information. 
Vol. V) Rutgers University Press, 1966. 
108 pages. $3.50. 


This latest volume in the Rutgers 
seminars series brings Vickery’s former 
slim volume (published by Aslib in 1960) 
up to date. It is, moreover, rather more 
detailed and in the concluding chapter 
presents a case history of the English 
Electric faceted scheme for engineering. 
Little needs to be said about this work, it 
is in Mr. Vickery's usual thorough style, 
and there is a chapter on the information 
retrieval aspects of faceted classification, 
and its use in post-coordinate systems. 
Unlike other volumes in this series the 
discussion is not given in a separate 
chapter but has been incorporated into the 
text — a pity, since it loses the atmosphere 
of the seminars. There is no index, but in 
spite of this it can be recommended to all 
students of papers B11, B31, G3 and G10. 


T.D.W. 
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IMPROVING 
COMMUNICATIONS 


CONFERENCE ON LIBRARIAN- 
STATISTICIAN RELATIONS IN THE 
FIELD OF ECONOMIC STATISTICS: 
Papers and Proceedings of a Conference 
sponsored by the Library Association and 
the Royal Statistical Society and held on 
5th July, 1965; edited by K. A. Mallaber. 
Library Association, 1966, 40s. (30s. to 
members). 


This is the first volume of what one 
hopes will eventually become a series of 
publications derived from the 1960 
R.S. & I. Section conference on “Informa- 
tion methods of research workers in the 
social sciences." That conference set out to 
explore the vital necessity of organizing 
our libraries to meet the real needs of their 
users, but was driven to the conclusion 
that it would be much more profitable to 
study this theme in relation to particular 
branches of the social sciences. This one- 
day conference, which attracted over 130 
librarians, economists and statisticians, was 
a result of that decision. 

In form, the conference consisted of six 
po papers each briefly introduced 
y its author, the rest of the time being 
given over to general discussion. Thus we 
have Dr. A. Maizels of the Royal Statis- 
tical Society on the "Use of the library of 
the Royal Statistical Society;” Mr. I. G. 
Ross of 1.C.I, Fibres Ltd. on "The econo- 
mics library and information service of an 
industrial firm;" Mr. K. A. Mallaber on 
"Board of Trade library services to stati- 
sticians and their staff;" Mr, M. C. Fessey, 
Chief Statistician, Board of Trade, on 
"The librarian and financial analysis;" Mr. 
R. J. Wilkinson, Department of Economics 
and Commerce, Leeds University, on 
“Library and information services for the 
economist in the Midlands and North of 
England;” and Mr. P. R. Lewis on “Biblio- 
graphical co-operation between statisticians 
and librarians: suggestions for some 
projects.” Together these six papers take 
up some 55 pages, as against 71 for the 
discussion, a proportion which adequately 
reflects the general impression conveyed 
by the whole proceedings. 

Despite many useful details, the effect 
of the three papers by the non-librarians 
reveals a sorry grasp of the functions and 
potentialities of bale, which is in itself 
a strong argument for the extension of this 
series of conferences. It is also, one fears, 
a warning to all academic librarians of the 
results of Jack of communication between 
staff and readers. That this is not solely 
the fault of librarians, however, is well 
illustrated by Mr. Lewis’ comments on the 
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deficiencies of some statistical  biblio- 
graphies. Indeed the whole situation is one 
which may never be rectified without the 
introduction of some elementary biblio- 
graphical instruction in all university 
courses. ' 

The general plan of this publication, 
obviously dictated by the organization of 
the conference, is not altogether a happy 
one. It is difficult to find a connected theme 
or pattern in the many pages of discussion 
and the reader is inevitably left with a 
series of rather scrappy and incomplete 
observations, which are a poor substitute 
for the considered findings which the price 
and authority of this volume might lead 
him to expect. Indexing deficiencies 
include, Exrope daily bulletin (page 24), 
Bank of England quarterly review (page 
38), and Devon’s Introduction to British 
economic statistics (page 61), amongst 
others. It is regrettable that there should 
be room for such criticism in a publication 
bearing the imprint of our professional 
association. 

Students of the bibliography of the 
social sciences will, however, find these 
proceedings stimulating reading and a 
useful introduction to some of the prob- 
Jems faced by librarians in the subject field. 
R. S. WALKER, F.L.A., Scottish School 
of Librarianship. 


Advertisement 
Enquiries 


should be addressed to: 


The Chameleons, 
8 Meadow Way, 
Upminster; Essex. 


THE GARNSTONE PRESS is the name 
of the new publishing house recently 
formed by Michael Balfour (formerly witk 
the Hutchinson Group) and their firs 
title, Life In Provence has just appeared 
Their list will feature primarily non-fictior 
works of all kinds, with the accent or 
"information," guide and instruction books 

An early publication will be HELI 
YOURSELF, a 5s. paperback guide in 14 
chapters to the services and facilities oM 
London (“not anything like the Mason-BI 
one, by the way") edited by Michae 
Balfour himself. Offices of The Garnstone 
Press Limited are at 59 Brompton Road 
S.W.3, (01589 5578). 
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THE RUSSIANS HAVE COME" 


Despatch from the Russian: Front, Glasgow; 2 August ee 
l from Sheila Wilson 


They arrived ! The week before had babe such a nightmare of cables and~changed plans 
that it was a great relief when they actually came through the customs at one o'clock ‘ast 
Tuesday. Though the 38 nurses on the same plane scooped the publicity, being sponsored.. 


by the Nursing Mirror, “our lot” had actually arrived and all we had to do now was find 


them provincial hotels and arrange the tour! 

Intourist had arranged for them a ticket which eae all internal U.K. caval 5i air., 
This meant changing some of the existing plans to fit in with the flight schedules. So; 
regretfully, Sheffield followed Birmingham, Notts County and mare into oblivion caused — 
by the curtailment of the tour only tea days previously. +: 

Our man from Cooks and four members of Council having seen ien to their hotels, 


Jean Plaister, Peter Davis and I wete faced with the ‘choice of either a meal or going home - 


_to change for the Government Reception at. Lancaster House. Lunch having got lost some- 
where at London Airport, the food won and Jean and I regretfully gave up the idea of. 
"glad rags." 

The government reception was me or the official delegation of 10, which’. was 
running parallel to our group, under the^aegis of the Department of Education and . 
Science, but.we had been asked too, and. joined by the Vice-President and the Secretary, ` 
we were graciously entertained by Her Majesty im the person of Goronwy Roberts, M.P. 

From this first occasion, the tour ‘began to go tight. These Russians were the ‘perfect: 
guests. They were. pleased and interested in everything, were not afraid of trying their 
English and were only too happy . to talk to anyone and everyone. What could have pen 
a very formal and cold reception became a very .good party. 


Wednesday the work began with the British National Bibliography and the National 


Central Library, but the evening made up for it with two receptions — one from Aslib; 
and one rather amorphous one at Library Association H.Q. given by the London and 


Home Counties Branch of the L.A. and the South East: Division of the A.A.L., but with 


Miss Paulin welcoming the guests in lieu ook the L.A. LM which hao been axed by : 
the shortening of the visit. - 
Having run into: difficulties at Aslib; “trying to- arrange with Miss Webb. inet a few of ` 


them to visit the Patent Office instead. of the B.M; the following week; our guests were . 


a little late arriving at Store Street, but ‘once. they arrived things really. began to hum. The - 
authors we had invited, Maureen Duffy; Alex Hamilton and Julian Mitchell among them, - 
circulated with the librarians of the area and there must have’ been about 100 people in 
the members' lounge all talking away in a variety of languages. It must have been one of. 
the most successful social gatherings ever given at the L.A. 


Central Library, - 









|. 
Thursday was spent in London, the morning at Camden Central, where their Irish” Mayor: ^ "jg 


gave a fighting speech about war and peace and the responsibility of librarians, which went 
down very well. They were fascinated by the library and set off very gaily for Barnet. 


169 ' 





xr 
M. 


TRE 24 
EERE WS 
Sper yt 
Bes 


bi "Aw Mtr B 
^ EM 
ARS he s 


UL 
E 
ES 
a 


-á 


AaS 
tex 
per! 5 


E 
qe 
m 
Lt e 


VET : 


FHS 


ect OO FF 
dr i, 


pen, 


Fiy 


^P T nS RD Y 
o FU 
ort 
i ee 
MED puse Sen 


^ 
wit 
S - 





qn «TEM 
rad s arm. 
LUC WM Cg ENS 
es å 


AUS 
Y: 
> 


Aa II 
eo 2 


AUR CE; 


bad te 
SR AUI EG 


5 o: 


uud t 
WIN 


un . WE d 


*2 X. 


t 
|i ET | 
PO x 


PATRATE 


TER eee 


a ZU 
, 


1 TR 
t s 
i. A 
3 T 
3 
bul 
CA 
Di "x 
E P 
ERS 
` ^, 
Mos 
Fi. 
o . 
iu 
MS S 
Yate 
t y 
i snd se 
às 
iy 2 
A ^ 
L6 e 
F B 
"WU 
ay 
X» 6 
Ms 
x 
TA 
a 
A 
a . 
GS 
wy 
4* 
T Tt 
P MM 
m Ne. 
^ PR 
bo. 
weit 
SAO 
I de 


* ^ 


A E p 
"me z - ` 
IA “y Vv 
4 - RT e O 
E a S 
* 
^ NM 
- 


+ E A "e T i E 
m E X 
oo» ve 


^ 


4 





Our first stop was East Barnet Library (I-must declare my interest here, of course, I 
Work: for Barnet P.L.). It was a lovely day and as we. “approached the building set up, on ' 


a,grassy bank and shining in the sunlight, Peter Davis pointed it out. “There was a gasp 


we 


. from the:Russians. This ex-Hertfordshire branch, only two years old, was something quite £ 


unexpected and: outside their experience. Two more Barnet branches followed and tea ud 
the Mayor. E 

. Qur next call was the Guildhall where Godfrey Thompson had aagi a display of 
_ some of their treasures; preceded by a short introduction te the City and its history. A’ very, 
vila champagne reception followed, and they. went. home to their hotel, clutching 


. Copies of "The Living City" given by. the City of London. 
. We discovered the next day that, nothing daunted, they had asked the coach driver to' 


take them to the Tower. and Pitcadilly. Then several of them walked and "tubed" round. 
the town. and did not get back till midnight. They're'indefatigable! — ' 

Friday was a lovely dáy and we had a coach trip to Eastbourne to see the new Central 
Library there. They sped about, asking questions and. táking photographs. As we were * 
‘getting into the coach once more, a: lady standing by the side asked me if these were the 
Russians. She had read of their visit in the local paper and had come over from Pevensey 
specially to see them. I introduced her to Nina Marakova, whose English was perfect and: 
. they chatted for a few minutes. When they were all in the coach ready to go, three'of the: 
_men of the party rushed out of the coach and pressed gifts on-the lady who was’ quite’ 
spéechless with the unexpected gesture. It is quite typical of them. They are immensely . 
kind and very generous. At the drop-of a hat they produce picture postcards, books, al 
sorts: of gifts which they present in the most delightfully unaffected way. 


ko x * 


The plane is coming down at Manchester, Scotland is behind us-and there are only 


four more'days to go. I will write some more description of the tour and try t to give 


impressions from both sides in the October issue. 
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THE SURVEY OF WORKING CONDITIONS ' 
by - ‘Peter Jordan, Secretary, Working Conditions Sub-Committee - 


| The A.A.L., as one of its objects, tries ‘to promote good standards of étivibvrient d in 
buda. In 1911, 1932 and 1953 (The Tighe Report), the Association produced reports. 


On working conditions. Now the A.A.L. is preparing its, most comprehensive report ever. 


All public libraries, university. libraries, and national libraries in the United Kingdom 
and. a selection of larger college and: special libraries — over 900. libraries in all — have 
been, asked 119 questions covering recruitment, education, training, salaries, welfare and 
hours of ‘work. 

Granted a good return from these questionnaires, the committee sii have an Sodidsble 
fund “of information on. working conditions in U.K. libraries. The. answers will be 


"^ "analysed thoroughly, comparing conditions in the various types ánd ‘sizes of libraty and 


in different parts of the.country. It can also be discovered whether or not an individual 
E scores well in aM sections of the questionnaire, although of course no libraries will 
bé named since all.information has been given in confidence. 

- With all this knowledge the” A.A. L. will be in a position to ‘issue recommendations on 


-working conditions just as Tighe did. * 


Should you believe that. conditions do not vary among libraries, and such a survey is 
-unnecessary, consider the findings of our pilot survey of 66 libraries: in small public 


‘libraries, Saturdays-off ranged from Never to Always and working hours from 38 per! 


week to 36$. Of five counties surveyed, three gave help towards attendance at professional * 
meetings and two did not. 

‘As’ I write, returns are coming in fast. I would like to thank, on behalf of the com- ' 
“mittee and the A .A.L., all those ubranaus who have completed the questionnaire and 
"returned it so promptly. Pt v 
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National Library Week: a consumers survey 
by 

Colin H. Ray, F.L.A., Birmingham School of Librarianship 

and 


Sheila G. Ray, B.A., F.L.A., Leicestershire County Library 


ANE yo 


So National Library Week No. 1 is over and the next is already under preparation. 
Some librarians are recovering their breath after their efforts, while others are pro- 
claiming its success or failure. One thing we have not yet seen — and perhaps may not 
see for some years — is the evidence of the week's impact. This is something which 
librarians cannot produce: it comes from the other side of the counter. . 

To try to get at least a reflection of how National Library Week looked from the 
customer's angle, a questionnaire, with explanatory letter, was prepared, and sent out to 
25 friends and relations to reach them on the. Monday before the 19th March. Our 
sample ranged- from the ages of 6 to 60+, included schoolchildren and students pursuing 
higher education, and covered a geograpaical area, in town and country, from the extreme 
South of England to Scotland. At the same time, it was scarcely a representative sample, 
since several were ex-librarians, and all except one of the 18 who replied already used 
libraries, some of them both public libraries and other types. 

By the beginning of National Library Week, 11 of the 18 had heard of it, mainly 
through the newspapers (6), but other sources — some mentioned more than one — were 
radio and television, local bookshop, school, local library, theatre club or friends. One 
ex-librarian had picked it up from the L.A. Record — but another hadn't heard of it at 
ali! Of those who had not heard of it, all except one were library users — public, tech- 
nical college, or school! 

The majority either knew the slogan, or made reasonably clear shots at it — adding 
such embellishments as "more" or “a book" or "Find time . . . ”; but nearly half had 
no idea, and next year’s committee might like to try their original efforts such as “A book 
a day keeps boredom away” or just "Come and get it.” [They have in fact chosen "Make 
more time to read.” ] 

Six alternative objects for the Week were offered, and our sample were asked to tick 
those they thought to represent the actual purpose. Most settled reasonably enough for 
"to encourage the use of libraries" or "to persuade people to read more books.” One each 
tried for-"to sell books" (from a six-year-old), “to publicise the Library Association" and 
"to urge more Libraries." No-one thougat that it was "to persuade people to offer gifts 
to libraries." 

One question asked if there had been any local events to publicise National Library 
Week, and a supplementary one asked whether, if so, the respondent had taken part. A 
few answers specified local activities — lectures on book production, displays, a reading 
at a theatre club, and a fines amnesty — but only eight of the eighteen were definite that 
something had happened; eight said "no," and two who said they didn't know must, for 
practical purposes, be added to these. Perhaps equally significant is the fact that of the 
eight lucky ones — and these are, after all, people interested in books and reading — 
only one attended any function (one other would have done but for personal circum- 
stances at that time). 

For the 6 people pursuing full-time education — 4 at schools, one at technical college 
and one at university — there were questions on National Library Week as manifested 


at their place of education. One grammar school had apparently been invited to a lecture 


on book production at the city library, but none of the educational institutions appears 
actualy to have done anything. The technical college student added "When I asked them, 
they said they had heard of it, but were doing nothing." 

Every recipient of the questionnaire was sent also a copy of the entry form for the 
"Books for the home" competition. How many of these were completed and sent off we 
do not know — although one was returned to us with a facetious list! — but only one 
of the 18 had seen it anywhere else. 


171 











~ Mit. 


ds AAA 





Á question asking whether National Library Week would make any difference to the 
respondents’ reading or library-using habits, with a list of possible changes covering 
increased use, changed use, use of other services of a library and so on, drew an almost 
unanimous "no"—one added "my buying is limited by cash, my reading by time alone”! 4 
One could perhaps expect this in view of the nature of the sample. 

The last two questions asked whether there had been a National Library Week before 
— this to see how much of the answering was based on guess-work! — and whether this 
one had been a good idea. Only one reply, from an ex-librarian, told us that there had 
been a previous National Library Week: perhaps the publicity in the professional press 
seemed to have been going on for so long that it couldn’t all have been for this year? 
The remainder either said "no" or were not sure. 

As to the effect, no one seemed to mind very much: many replies were rather in the 
terms of vague goodwill towards something that won't do any harm. One said “Yes but 
much more publicity would be necessary for it to have a proper effect” and another that 
“It will have little effect on regular users of libraries but will perhaps be a good thing 
for others.” Perhaps this is fair enough for these writers, who are, as we have said, 
library users. But if this rather limited impact has been made on them, what have we 
done in the case of those others to: whom presumably the main effort was directed — the 
majority who never darken our doors? It will be noted that libraries figure rather little 
among the sources of publicity mentioned, despite the regular use of libraries by those 
who answered. The extreme may be the comment on one reply "It seems that your (sic) 
National Library Week has not penetrated to darkest X. 1 asked two library assistants 
what they knew about National Library Week, and they hadn't even heard of it." 

Was it a good thing? We don't think anyone really knows yet, but while they are 
preparing plans for next year's effort, the organising committee — and librarians all over 
the country — might like to ponder how an ex-librarian was able to write "I asked a 
small but representative group of intelligent people if they knew anything about National 
Library Week. All replied 'no.' The local branch library was equally vague, and I had to 
make a thorough search before finding their poster advertising local events!" 


(Peter Pocklington, speaking at the L.A’s A.G.M., pointed out that tbe only television 
advert. for National Library Week was in “Softly, Softly’ where a police tip was received 
in a B.B.C. mocked-up library which displayed N.L.W. posters — several weeks after the 
Week! The Editors apologies are due to Colin and Sheila Ray for the delay in the 
appearance of this enterprising survey, which is dated 24th April. This accounts for the 
absence of comment on post-mortems which have appeared.) 


AFRICA’S NEED IN LIBRARIANSHIP 


We have been asked by the Nigerian Ministry of Information to make it clear that 
Mr. Olu Odumosu's article, "Exchange programmes, not a Peace Corps—Africa’s Need 
in Librarianship” (Assistant Librarian, June 1965) was unauthorised and that the views 
he expressed were quite contrary to those held by the responsible authorities in Nigeria. 
Nigeria continues to benefit from and appreciates the services of many foreign volunteers. 


ADVANCED COURSE IN REFERENCE WORK 


The fourth annual course in advanced reference work to be held under the auspices 
' of the Reference, Special and Information Group of the Library Association will take 
place in Birmingham from 2nd April to 13th April, 1967. 

The course will be residential and will include lectures by visiting speakers, sessions 
of practical reference work in specialised departments of the Birmingham libraries, and 
visits to industrial and newspaper libraries. It is designed for staff already engaged in 
reference and information work. The course fee will be £30. 

Enquiries to: The Head of the School of Librarianship, 

i College of Commerce, 

Gosta Green, 
Birmingham 4. 
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NEW from PITMAN | 


Industrial Management 
P. King-Scott, CEng, AMIProdE, AMBIM, AMIWM 


All aspects of management, including the commercial background, are 
covered by this book which makes an admirable basis for specialist 
training in industry. It will appeal particularly to technical graduates 
entering industry and students taking the Dip. Tech. and similar pro- 
fessional examinations. 27s 6d net E 


The Wearing of Costume E 
Ruth M. Green i 


The actor in a play or pagent who has to wear historic costume can be 
faced with considerable problems of deportment and carriage, and I 
nothing can mar a period play so easily as an inexperienced cast SS 
obviously uncomfortable in their costumes. Producers and actors alike E. 


25s net 


Dictionary of Wood and Woodworking | A 
Practice | | E 
Volume 1 German/English | 


Herbert Bucksch Ed 


This dictionary is intended to assist in overcoming the obstacle of 
language between speakers of English and German in the fields of 
wood and woodworking. It covers the terminology of wood, from 
woody plant to finished wood product, with particular reference to 
timber felling and conversion plant and woodworking machinery. 

- - £5 5s net 


Advanced Electrical Power and Machines 2 
G. S, Brosan and J. T. Hayden 3 


Assuming only an elementary knowledge of magnetism, electric mach- 
ines and networks, this book develops the theory of electrical power 
in a way which emphasises the physical concepts involved. £5 net 


Critical Path Analysis: 
Problems and Solutions : Bs 
K. G. Lockyer, BSc, AMEIEE, AMIREE a 


Will be useful to all concerned with planning in industry, commerce 
and public administration. The book contains exercises covering all 
aspects of network analysis and rarging from the most simple ex- 
ample to highly complex networks, 17s 6d net 


Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons Lid 
39 Parker Street London WC2 
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A Technical Library Service In A Rural County: 


The “Lindsey Scheme" 
by Donald Kennington, A.L.A. 


The writer was appointed tutor-librarian at the North Lindsey Technical College early 
in 1963; the first professional librarian to be appointed to any college within the county. 
area. Previous to this he had worked in Cumberland in a similar post and during this 
period had attempted to encourage and develop co-operation between local libraries of all 
types particularly in the fields of science and technology. Immediately prior to leaving 
this area a draft plan was drawn up by the writer and the County Librarian of. Cumber- 
land for a proposed County Technical Library Service. 

The result of this experience, plus. previous years in the County library service in other 
largely rural counties, enabled an immediate approach to be made to the County Librarian 
of Lindsey and Holland who showed himself to be keenly interested in such a project. 
The draft plan for Cumberland was used as a starting point for discussion but the 
eventual scheme which emerged was considerably different and much more detailed. In 
the main the plan was based on the simple fact that it would be uneconomic to duplicate 
unnecessarily in the provision of expensive technical works and it could be seen that since 
the Technical College and the County library both came under the same Director of 
Education it would probably make for speedier acceptance of the idea. It was emphasised 
at the outset that the scheme proposed was one of co-operation not subordination and it 
was felt therefore that no direct conflict of loyalties need arise from the College 
Librarian’s point: of view. It was also felt by both parties to the agreement that the scheme 
would relieve the county library of the necessity to buy rarely used and high-priced tech- 
nical works for a largely non-industrial county while the college would benefit from 
having much general material provided which would be useful for project work and for 
encouraging recreational reading. The college bookfund would, in the main, be used 
only for the purchase of specialised and other works on curricula subjects with other 
material being provided by the county library from the bookstock already provided for 
normal public library purposes. In each case maximum benefit would be obtained by each 
organisation from its allotted bookfund with unnecessary duplication of purchases or pro- 
vision eliminated so that the two bookfunds would be complimentary and used to full 
advantage. 


Administratively the scheme thas involved the following procedures: 


1. The college librarian specified in terms of Decimal Classification categories, those 
subject fields in which, in the light of the technical and scientific teaching syllabus of the 
college, he had a “major interest.” Within these specified categories he undertook to 
acquire and maintain as comprehensive a stock as possible, and his expenditure of the 
college bookfund has therefore been devoted primarily to the achievement of this end. 
2. He further specified, also in terms of the Decimal Classification, those subject fields 
which are (a) of marginal interest in relation to the technical and scientific syllabus, and 
(b) within the scope of the college's activities in the field of liberal studies, having regard 
to any proposals for the extension of this aspect of the syllabus. The responsibility for the 
provision of bookstock in these categories has been with the County Librarian, who 
undertook to provide loan collections adequate in size and range and selected, in consulta- 
tion with the college librarian, to fulfil the needs of the college in these fields. 

3. In the "major interest" categories the County Library has limited its purchases to 
works of general reader interest only; the county's needs at specialised and advanced level 
being met by loans from the college's bookstock. i 

á. Books purchased by the college librarian remain the property of the college but are 
made available on loan to the county library on request. It was recognised that where 
additional demand of this kind would lead to a conflict of interest between the college 
and county library readers a slightly higher degree of duplication would be required and 
would be undertaken thus making improved provision for college students also. 

5. To assist in co-operative use of stock all accessions to the college library have been 
suitably recorded in the master catalogue at county library headquarters; these entries have 
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been made on blue catalogue cards to indicate immediately their. location. 
6. County Library stock on loan to tae college is supplied from county library head- 
quarters and is subject to addition, withdrawal and exchange on the same terms as district 
library stock. 
7. Requests in both directions are submitted on a standard form in accordance with 
normal request procedure, and include applications to the regional bureau and to sub- 
scription agency services both by the college and county library. 
8. The weekly district delivery van schedules have been amended to allow calls at the 
college for delivery and collection of books. 
9. It was finally agreed that access to the county library's collections at the college shall 
be available to all staff and students on the same terms as the college's own stock. 

An experimenta] period of one year was decided upon initially and this has now been 
completed and the scheme is operating smoothly. Additional services have been rendered 


on either side and regular meetings between the College Librarian and senior members 


of the county library staff have enabled a close working relationship to be developed. 

One problem which has been met will be familiar to most county library staffs. This is 
the problem of obtaining adequate information for transmission to headquarters particu- 
larly in the case of subject requests. A comprehensive enquiry form and detailed super- 
vision of these requests by senior ‘staff at service points. has helped greatly and the college 
librarian's policy has been to supply several alternatives in the hope that one or other will 
be useful. A certain amount of following up of these requests has also been done. This 
has taken the form of a slip inserted by the college library staff asking the reader to 
complete it saying the material has been (a) completely satisfactory, (b) useful but not 
entirely satisfactory, (c) unsatisfactory. Wheze these have been returned with either of 
the latter two categories marked efforts have been made to supply additional material via 
the National Lending Library, HULTIS or other outside sources. 

I feel it is fair to sum up by saying that the scheme has benefited considerably both 
parties. The Principal and staff of the college have accepted its implications without 
qualms and indeed it has been felt that the college has gained in prestige throughout the 
county because of it. Her Majesty's Inspectors have supported it fully and have com- 
mented to the writer that this type of scheme could be very suitable in many other areas. 


(Mr. Kennington is at present working in Tanzania.) 


NEW MEMBER APPOINTED TO LIBRARY ADVISORY COUNCIL 


The Department of Education and Science reports that Councillor J. D. Campbell, 
Chairman of the Kettering Public Libraries Committee, has been appointed a member of 
the Library Advisory Council for England in place of Alderman R. J. Dutton of Win- 
chester, who has resigned on account of ill-health. 

The Council was set up under the Public Libraries and Museums Act, 1964 to advise 
the Secretary of State for Education and Science on matters connected with the provision 
or use of library facilities. 


VIVIAN GRAY 


The Motor Enthusiast's Bookseller since 1946 


108 CUCKFIELD ROAD — HURSTPIERPOINT — SUSSEX 
* - 


Supplier of 
MOTOR VEHICLE WORKSHOP MANUALS 
to Public Libraries 


* 
List available on request 
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DEFINITIVE HISTORY 


KELLY, Thomas. Early public libraries: a history of public libraries in Great Britain 
before 1850. Library Association, 1966. 56s. (42s. to members). 


Here, at last, is what promises to be the definitive history of the British Public Library 
movement: badly needed in view of the tremendous number of writings on different parts 
of the subject. The scene is surveyed here with mastery, and though some parts are 2 
repetition of well-worn themes (e.g. the British Museum) others cover the ground and 
fill in the gaps in areas where knowledge has been very uneven (e.g. parish libraries). 
Despite all this Doctor Kelly acknowledges that this is only a preliminary survey and 
that much more work needs to be done before the picture is anywhere near complete. 

The author begins with the mediaeval libraries of the universities and the cathedrals 
and taking a broad definition of service to the public examines the facilities they offered. 
— This is followed with the endowed libraries and the origins of their foundation and in 
particular a very good exposition is offered of the parish and parochial libraries of 
Thomas Bray; an account valuable for its clarification of the four means of foundation: 
by Bray himself, by the S.P.C.K., by the Trustees for Erecting Parochial Libraries and, 
after his death, by the Associates of Dr. Bray. This chapter includes a note throwing a 
little more light on the true dating of the Dundee Town Library and exceptionally useful 
references to histories of other individual libraries. In fact, Doctor Kelly’s bibliographical 
references are as helpful as they could be with a combination of footnotes and an 
evaluated bibliography at the end of each chapter. , 

The author might offend some by not making a finer distinction between proprietary 
and subscription libraries in his study of this method of support but his examination of 
the educational forces that brought them about is, of course, by an authority. He does not 
omit the national libraries and though his study of the British Museum, its copyright, and 
classification and cataloguing, may not be original it is, at least, not as exhausting as 
Esdaile's book to read and also offers a gentle hint that the outsider sees most of the game 
in his comment on page 171 on classification and cataloguing: “This is a subject about 
which the layman does not think enough, and the librarian is apt to think too much.” 

To bring the subject forward to the first Public Library Act nineteenth century libraries 
and social movements are related. In a long chapter Doctor Kelly examines education, 
reform, and libraries in an account which, though far from exhaustive, has before this 
had to be gleaned from many sources and for this chapter alone the book will be welcome 
to students trying to understand the forces behind the Act. 

The appendices offer further valuable information by defining nomenclature and listing 
endowed libraries with indications in most cases of their present state. Though still not 
complete, through no lack of effort of the author's (for instance Yaxby in Suffolk is omit- 
ted) it offers a valuable and comprehensive record to. supplement the' Church of England's 
work. Here one must remember that the scene is changing continuously as the universities - 
come to see these libraries as a source of valuable material in return for money spent on 
theír care. For instance, the three hundred volumes in St. Nicholas, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
are to go to Newcastle University. E 

Two indexes are produced, one listing specific libraries under place, might be a little 
less than useful for the student who is unaware that the Stirling Library is in Glasgow 
and who, because :of the system of abbreviation, has to look under ‘Leeds, S. for the 
Leeds Library. The other, indexing topics, is so thoroughly compiled that the entry on 
libraries occupies three columns. The illustrations, line and halftone, are both interesting 
and of good’ quality, but one wonders why the Library Association continues to put up 
with such poor quality printing. The type impression is distinctly woolly and makes 
tiring reading. 

Doctor. Kelly says that this book started as one or two introductory chapters of his 
whole work. Anyone familiar with the public library movement could have toid him that 
there was more to it than this and that not one, but twenty books could be written. As he 
says, more needs to be known, particularly in the field of local studies, but to anyone 
starting on such studies the present book offers a first-class introduction. | 


, JOHN R. ALLRED, F.L.A. 
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LIBRARY SUPPLIERS 


BELL, F. T. and SMITH, F. SEYMOUR. Library Bookselling: a history and handbook 
& of current practice. Deutsch, 1966, 22s. 6d., (Grafton Books). 


This slim volume is the latest contribution to the current mutual enlightenment of 
publishers, booksellers and librarians. The authors set out to demolish the myth that 
library suppliers are mere “back street operators with no premises and no stock.” The 
illustrations alone should kill this illusion. 

The "history" of the sub-title is mostly confined to a chapter headed "A backward 
glance.” This traces the advent of servicing, like so many aspects of librarianship, back to 
inadequate finances and too small libraries in the '20s and '30s. The following chapter 
is devoted to the Net Book Agreement end the Hearing in the Restrictive Practices Court. 
The L.A. comes under fire for its inactivity over the Hearing, but the authors ignore the 
difficult position it was then in (with Iastitutional membership) and its subsequent with- 
drawal from the Library Licence Agreement, which is now between the book trade and the 
local authority associations. 

- The bulk of the book is devoted to detailing the actual work of library booksellers, 
showing how this varies from that of other booksellers. A separate chapter is devoted to 
ancillary services, and this includes the cetailed schedule of instructions issued by Lindsey 

- & Holland. I would make two personal comments here. The automatic cancellation of 
orders unfulfilled within a month appears unrealistic in the present state of the book 
trade. Secondly, while libraries now expect books to be jacketed and labelled, have they 
any business to expect booksellers to undertake cataloguing (section 5 of schedule) as 
opposed to exact copying of headings, etc, as typed on a library orders? There is an 
illustrated description of the production of library editions, possibly the first account of 
this in print. It is depressing to read (page 80) the hoary idea that library staff would be 
"better equipped for their public duties" if they had a period of sticking-in pockets and 
labels. 

On page 42, as elsewhere throughout the text. the authors~enumerate the errors per- 
petuated by publishers, so it is surprising (pages 105/6) to read that only 9.7 man hours 


THE 
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per week are spent in rectifying publishers’ mistakes, as- opposed to 13.5 man hours in 
searching for bibliographical details not supplied, or incorrectly supplied, by library 
customers. It would be interesting to-see this latter figure broken down in respect of large 
and small libraries, or libraries with and “without stock departments. These figures are 
given in a chapter on "Standards for library booksellers.” The section`of this chapter 
dealing with "The questionnaire" suffers. from compression, that dealing with question 9 
being incomprehensible. 

The chapter on-"Supply of books to universities . . . " seems more concerned with 
university bookshops than with university libraries; and there is little reason for subject 
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specialization schemes"and classification to be dealt with hete, rather than in one of the 


general chapters. . . d. 

At the.end of the.book, the os write individually on the question’ BE a Public 
"Lending Right, and. offer suggestions. Although Seymour Smith says his would require 
"no additional. money from library readers" this is not strictly true, since the rate-borne 
part of.the service would have to increase to balance the loss of income..Nor can I-seé 


F. T. Bell’s scheme receiving: much SUDBOFE though his “View” of the "problem is much - 


more realistic than many. 
* Although they regret the.lack of- any action by the P.A. after the Hearing, the authors 


` appear more convinced of the continuation of the-N:B.A. than do some other members of ^ 


~ the book trade (e.g. Robert Maxwell). The book would have benefited fromi some tighter 
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writing, to avoid repetitions, and the addition of a few bibliographic references (e.g. page 
36). One echoes the remark that "an unhealthy proportion of fiction, travel. biography 


. and other popular subjects treated in book form is little moré than bound journalism.” At. 


the root of the book trade's problem is the inefficiency of our publishing system. This 
book sheds light on some aspects of this which vitally. affect the standards of our service: 

Readers: may note a correction to the account of the Co-operative Book Centre of 
Canada Ltd., which appears on page 182 of The Bookseller, 16th July.1966. 


3. l ; COLSTON M. HARTLEY, 


zu Librarianin Chargé, B Bookstock Dept., AS County ‘Library. : 
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THE PLAYS THE THING 


Borrowers of play sets are among the more demanding of public library users (though 
not so exasperating as W.E.A. classes). Sets of plays are bulky to store, and though some- 
times: inexpensive are often underemployed. It follows that the best method of supply is 
for very large authorities to build up comprehensive collections and publish detailed 
catalogues. This has the advantage that drama group organisers can be assisted in their 
choice of play, and encouraged to choose one that is already in stock! 


Surrey County has produced such a catalogue (Plays in sets in the Surrey County 
Library: a classified list, 1965, available at 12s. Gd. per copy from the County Librarian, 
Surrey County Library, 140 High Street, Esher). Although the British Drama League's 
Players Library and Samuel French's catalogues are, no doubt, available in most public 
libraries, librarians will be well advised to add this catalogue to their collection. 


Writing as one who has, somewhat reluctantly, compiled catalogues of play sets, I have 
nothing but admiration for this work. It picks out the useful information for its public: 
author, title, date; number of characters; dress; and type. This last accounts for the sub- 
title, "a classified list;" in fact it is alphabetic, in three sequences. Publisher and price 
are not given, but at least one knows where one can borrow the play set! (At least 1 
hope one can.) The sequences are full-length for adults, short plays for adults, and plays 
for children. Analytical entries are included, and there are lists of collected plays and 
anthologies and a combined title index. 


The result is a well produced book of over: 300 pages (printed by the Newprint 
process) which would grace any collection of bibliographies. As Surrey has gone to so 
much trouble for its drama groups, it is satisfying to read in the introduction, that the 
County Librarián has got the drama groups well organised and expects full co-operation 
from them in return. This is only fair when a special service is being given. 

P.D.G. 
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SCHUTZE, G. Documentation 
book. Scarecrow Press, 1965. 140s. 


This, is an extremely comprehensive 
bibliography on special librarianship and 
information work, The author has per- 
formed a Herculean task in bringing 
together the " . . . pertinent items empha- 
sizing the practical aspects and the state of 
, the art of librarianship.” The entries (well 
over 2,000 by estimation) are drawn chiefly 
from literature over the past 10 years but 
the best of all periods are included, and 
from all over the world, though with an 
understandable emphasis upon American 
literature. The main section heads are: 
information services, technical services. 
dissemination services, utilization services, 
and special services, i.e. editing, trans- 
lating, isar systems. This will be an 
invaluable bibliography for students and 
lecturers alike, though how many will be 
able to afford the price is debatable. 


Source 


ASTALL, Roland. Special libraries and in- 
formation bureaux. Clive Bingley, 1966. 
15s. (Examination guide series) 


Unlike the aspiring academic librarian 
the student of special libraries finds that 
there are several basic textbooks at His 
service which provide essential factual and 
bibliographical information. But if he 
fondly imagines that these sources are suf. 
ficient in themselves to meet “he demands 
of the Library Association examiners he is 


doomed to disappointment. Hence the new - 


guidebook to the examination in Special 
Libraries and Information Bureaux is a 
most welcome addition to the.literature of 
the subject. 

The "Bingley guides” have by now 
established themselves as valuable aids so 
their general plan and purpose are suff 
ciently familiar to students not to need 
describing in. detail. The eight chapters of 


the present volume cover the syllabus in. 


depth, ‘summarise the major points. and 
provide extensive references to further 
reading. Naturally the student is frequently 
directed to the relevant chapters in the 
existing textbooks but this material is fully 
supplemented by references to a sur- 
prisingly wide range of readings in the 
professional press and in a variety of other 
"publications. Perhaps the references to the 
"extra-professional" literature is one of the 
most useful features. of the book. To find 
oneself reading articles in Heating, Piping 
& Air Conditioning, Manager, Engineering, 
etc., is a fruitful pursuit but it also draws 
attention to some sources of information 
of value to the special librarian. In bring. 
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INFORMATION ON INFORMATION: reviews 


1 


ing together this scattered material from 
sources which otherwise would probably 
be overlooked Mr. Astall has .rendered a 
valuable, service to students. Readers will 
perhaps be especially grateful for Chapter 
Three which is an excellent guide through 
the maze of literature on special libraries 
outside the United Kingdom. 

Despite its brevity this is a well balanced 
guide to the principles and practice of 
special librarianship which should still be 
of interest to those whose student days are 
behind them. 

COLIN SMITH, F.L.A., Scottish School: 
of Librarianship. 


BURKETT, J., ed. Special library and in- 
formation services in the United Kingdom. 
2nd, revised edition. Library Association, 
1965. 45s. to members. 


The first point to be made about this 
new edition is that it does not altogether 
outdate the first. It is true that it is much 
expanded but some sections have been 
dropped. For example, rather  unfor- 
tunately, the excellent chapter on the 
epe structure in the UK by Jamieson 
which appeared in the first edition is 
missing from this, and the National Coal 
Board is not dealt with at all. These facts 
call into question the statement made in 
the preface that this second edition "is a 
complete revision." 

This fact aside, however, this work will 
be very useful to students taking the Part 
If A2 paper and ¿an be wholeheartedly 
recommended. 


KOCHEN, M. Some problems in informa- 
tion science. Scarecrow Press, 1965. 85s. 


The title of this volume is rather mis- 
leading. One anticipates a discussion of 
certain basic problems and instead one gets 
a series of reports, prepared by various 
IBM staff members, all relating in one way 
or another to one system — AMNIPS 
(adaptive man-machine non-arithmetic in- 
formation processing system). The book 
consists of 20 papers in four chapters: 
introduction; the knowledge subsystem; the 
storage/recall subsystem; and the data pro- 
cessing subsystem, with a concluding chap- 
ter. Of the 20 papers 8 are rather mathe- 


matical and are obviously directed at the 


systems engineer rather than the librarian/ 
information officer, and the remainder are 
couched in that obscure language known 
as "AmDocEse" — if anyone wants this 
book they can have it — I prefer the 
simpler “life. 
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KYLE, Barbara, ed. Focus on- information , 


and communication. Aslib, 1965. 14s; - 


Of this collection of seven papers four . 


are reprints, two are revised versions, and 
one is appearing in print for the first time.” 
The two by Barbara Wooton are reprinted 
from Aslib Proceedings and will probably” 
be familiar, the remainder are from sources 
as diverse as Nature and Language and 
speech and are likely to be less well 
known. One will be familiar from cita- 


tions: J. K. Feibleman's "The integrative - 


levels in nature" ' which ^is compulsory 
reading for anyone interested in modern 
classification theory. The remainder deal 
with machine generated index vocabularies, 
"topic analysis" developed at the Univer- 
sity of Leeds by Professor Meredith, com- 
puters ` as botanists, and “The double 
criterion of empirical judgement" ¿.e. the 
necessity to consider not only the objective 
facts about a theory or statement, but also 
the purpose for which thé theory or stete- 
ment is being suggested. — . 
Unfortunately, however, this work can- 
not be recommended because of its physical 
make-up which is appalling. This .re- 
viewer's copy fell to pieces! The glued 
paper casing is stiff and prone to creasing 
and the paper is thick. The title-page looks 
like a F.I.D. publication of the 1920's. If 
this. is the best design Aslib. can afford 
then things look black in Belgrave Square. 
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KRUZAS, A. T. Business and industrial 

libraries in the United States, 1820-1940. 

Special Libraries Association, 1965. | 
Serious students will be familiar with 


this work already in its thesis form pub. 
lished by University Microfilms a few 


years ago, and it. will suffice to say that - 
_ this new presentation of that material will 


bring .Mr. Kruzas's work deservedly to the 
attention -of all students. One wishes for a 
similar publication for the special library 
movement-in this country. 


BAR-HILLEL, Y. Language and. informa- 
tion: collected essays on their theory and 
application. Addison-Wesley’ Publishing 
Co., 1964: 94s. - 


Professor Bar-Hillel's writings on infor- 
mation retrieval have been widely cited 


and their collection in this volume 1s to be : 


applauded. The student, however, must not 
be deterred by that 50 per cent of the 
material which is inpenetratable for those 
who are not experts in algebraic linguistics 
and mathematical logic. The articles on 
about which Bar- 
Hillel is very. pessimistic, can also be read 


- with benefit by the student of paper B31. 
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94s. is rather a lot for only half a book 
but this volume: should be in' all library 
school collections. 
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CAREY, R. J. P. Finding and using tech- 
nical information. Edward Arnold, 1966. 
258. 


According to its dust-jacket this book is 
intended for students and. teachers in 
science and engineering and for industrial 
- users. It is "designed as a handbook to the 
tools of information." Chapters 1-9 cover 
the principal types of document and library 
Organizations and institutions in the field 
of science and engineering. Chapter 10 
deals with search technique. Chapter 12 is 
devoted to writing technical reports, pre- 
paring papers for publication, and oral 
presentation. Chapter 13, “Getting. the 
most out of Library service,” brings in 
some points not previously covered; as do 
also four appendices: a glossary of terms 
and abbreviations used in documentation: 
notes about three classification schemes and 
coordinate indexing; some notes on copy- 
ing processes; and teaching notes based on 
the author’s experience at Hatfield College 
of Technology, Hertfordshire, where he is 
Tutor Librarian. 


To teachers, appendix 4 “Teaching 
Notes” will be interesting. But the lack of 
exercises throughout the book and, perhaps 
too, the price, will make the publication 
unattractive as a class textbook. It is more 
likely to appeal to interested individuals 
whether they be students or teachers. Yet 
even here there will be a pause for reflec- 
tion as to whether the book will be 
entirely satisfactory: it admittedly covers 
a great deal of ground, but this is often at 
the expense of detail a reader would 
require. For example HMSO publications 
get only five sentences (nor is it true to 
say that the Sectional lists do not include 
any “out-of-print” titles); US. government 
publications rate only two, sentences, and 
if the Monthly Catalogue [sic} is worth 
mentioning then surely so is the fortnightly 
selected list which is free! Again chapter 
11 (two pages) deals with the problem of 
evaluating information; some examples 


drawn from the author’s own experience 
would have made this a much more com- 
pelling chapter. But if a reader persists 
with the book he will find much that is 
useful ard will emerge with a broad 
awareness of the different sources of infor- 
mation in science and engineering. 
‘There are some errors and omissions. 
The book begins with a sketch of some 
patterns of library co-operation in this 
country. Fig. 2, a general conspectus, is a 
little odd, showing County Libraries as 
siblings of Independent Public Libraries 
[sic] with technical colleges and hospitals 
subordinate to County Libraries: it is not 
pointed out that this is not a universal 
pattern. Fig. 3 shows the N.L.L. with the 
N.C.L. and the Science Library just round 
the corne-: the relationship between the 
three is not brought out in the text. It 
might have been helpful if the author had 
stated that fig. 4, an example of a local 
library co-operation scheme referred to 
Hertfordshire. There is a reference at the 
end of tke chapter to D.S.LR. which no 
longer ex:sts. Other references throughout 
the book-are confusing — occasionally it 
is “called exD.S.LR. although fig. 14 
shows the existence of the Minister of 
Technology. Chapter 2 is chiefly concerned 
with classification and the catalogue. 
U.D.C. is described in some detail but 
only some subdivisions are given and it is 
not made clear that there are others. "Its 
schedules are controlled . . . by an inter- 
national body” — Who he? as Harold 
Ross might have said. Other points in later 
chapters: Ulrich is now. into its 11th 
edition; among the union lists of periodi- 
cals there is no mention of any of the 
regiona] lists; B.N.B. does not contain sub- 
ject entries in the index to "each single 
issue"; the U.S. Office of Technical Ser- 
vices (page 88 "Supplies" in the text) no 
longer exists, it is now the Federal 
Clearinghouse for Scientific and "Technical 
Information. As to the N.L.L. (page 121), 
not 17,000, but at least 20,000 current 
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serials are taken. It is not clear that it 
lends to:very many libraries who are not 
its agents. HATRICS has been omitted 


from the list of local information schemes . 


on. page 122. : 
- . The typographical 
headings and. subheadings js 
slightly wayward and does not help 

G. STEPHENSON, 
Librarian, Ashington Technical College. 


METCALFE, J. Alphabetical subject indi- 
cation of information. Rutgers University 
Press, 1965. (Rutgers series on systems for 
the intellectual organization of informa- 


sion. Vol. NI) 


Each volume in this series is intended 
to be produced according to the: same 
plan: an introduction to the system, input, 
store to be searched, searching methods 
and output, uses and evaluation, the whole 
followed by a seminar panel discussion.  ' 


This framework has had the effect, the . 


very .desirable effect, of restricting Mr. 
.Metcalfe's range and tendency to repeat 
himself, and consequently for the student 
this is one of. the best of his contributions 
to the subject. Mr. Metcalfe. deals mainly 
with alphabetic subject specification as: in 
the dictionary catalogue, with occasional 
comments on such things as KWIC 
indexes, and more on chain indexing and 
the evils of classification. The latter 
appears in the section on the historical 
background, which apart from the .side- 


swipes at Coates and Ranganathan, is very - 


well done. Metcalfe criticizes chain index- 
ing in detail and yet produces the entry 

WOOL: SHEEP: GROWING — 636.3 
to illustrate one of his points (presumably 
humorously — at least 1 hope so). He 
pounces on statements of the shortcomings 
of chain-indexing yet never seems to 
realize that it involves a unitary approach 
to subject indication and cannot be con- 
sidered at all without reference to the 
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classified sequence. He also pays no atten-. “y 


tion to the attempts that are being made 
to overcome these shortcomings. There is 


also some difficulty over terminology — . 


Metcalfe evidently thinks that provided one 


.uses multiple entry-in the catalogue it is 
.unnecessary to .have a subject heading 


which is co-extensive with the subject of 


" a document. He also implies that, because 
: people fail to say very much about multiple 


entry using, say UDC, classification 
schemes are ‘single-entry systems. One 
would have thought that multiple entry 
was such a comimon or garden fact of life 
that it did not particularly need to be 


' thrust down one's throat. ; 


Bearing in mind Mr. Metcalfe's biases 


. the student will find this a useful text on 


subject headings although it adds nothing 
to existing theory. 


ELIAS, A. W., editor. Technical informa- 
tion center administration; (proceedings of 


the) TICA conference, Drexel Institute of ,” 
. Technology, Philadelphia, Pa. Washington, `. 
Spartan Books, 1964. London, Macmillan, ,- 
(1966) £2 10s. l 


According to the preface the conference 
upon which this volume is based included 
attendees from more than 70 organizations 


‘and from 17 states, and the intention was 


to provide direction for planning technical 
information centres. Those attendees must 
have wondered at times whether it was all 


worthwhile, since the quality of the papers - 


is very variable and much is extremely 
elementary — some of it too elementary, 
piz. . 


“Studies over the years of the habits of ` 


users of our library showed. the need to 

“have the reading and study areas as'close 
to the stock as possible" (!) ' 

Most of the contributions are brief and 


therefore cannot take the subject to any ' 


depth — there is some good in this volume 
however and items which would repay 
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—COBLANS,. H. Use of mechanised 
' methods in documentation work. Aslib, 
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‘consultation are those on personnel selec- 


tion, abstracting control, indexing control 
and cost control, but 50s. is a lot to pay 
for so little meat. t de us 


` 


1966. -36s. (18s. to members). 


. Parts of this publication have been de- 
livered as lectures at various conferences 


and it is, therefore, agreeable to have the : 


whole work. Essentially this is a report 
on progress which has been made to date 
and on projects which are in the develop- 
ment stage. It is in two main parts: 
“housekeeping” by which is meant such 
things as the preparation of catalogues and 


. union. lists, circulation and acquisitions 


with reports on such projects as the Florida 
Atlantic University computerised library, 
and the American, Meteorological Society 


: UDC mechanization project.’ 
'. Part two deals with the much more 
‘hazardous area of reference, document, or 


information retrieval, arid again is chiefly 


‘a report on current developments such as 
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permuted title indexes, Filmorex, FMA 
Filesearch, SDI and SLIC. . E 
There -is a good bibliography and an 
index and students will find that this is a 
very useful work. 36s. for 89. pages. in 
aper covers is rather expensive and, un- - 
ortunately, hardly likely to be purchased. 
by students for that reason. P S 
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YOUR LETTERS | 


POOR ENGLISH 


. Mr. Ferry recently complained about - 
poor English in the Assistant Librarian, 
and there were one or two more glaring 
serm oes in the August issue. 
- I despair of trying to persuade students 
to make full use of the semi-colon instead 
of scattering commas everywhere, but can ` 
one wonder when a lecturer writes “Little 
needs to be said about this work, it is in 
Mr. Vickery’s usual thorough style" (T. 
D. Wilson's review of Vickery's Faceted: 
Classification schemes, page 167)? . i 

On page 159 we have the split infinitive 
at its worst—"to specifically determine the 
objective.” l 

Miss J. Cloke, we are told on page 158, 
is “recognised as an authority on special- 
ised techniques within the profession' and 
is a member of .: . a works study panel”. 
Is she recognised within the profession as 
an authority on specialised techniques 
or is she recognised as an authority on 
the application of specialised techniques 
within the profession? And’ presumably 
she is a member of a work study panel? 

There are also. two statements of fact in 
this issue which I should like to query. 
According to Mr. Collis (page 155), “the 
practice of circulating memoranda is-lazy, 


` Incompetent and impersonal”. In my view 


it is far more efficient than oral com- 
munication; there. can be no argument 
about what has been written down on 
paper and duly initialled by all interested , 
parties. 

Finally I cannot believe that Miss Cloke, 
whom I know very well, would state with- 
out qualification that the task of the jin- 
dustria] librarian is rendered “much easier” 
because of the narrower field of subject 
interest. This may appear to be so on the 
surface, but there are many: other con- 
siderations such as the problem of fringe 
subjects, adequate utilisation of an often 
smaller staff, communication of informa- 
tion to possibly widely scattered users, 
feedback, etc., etc. : 

K. G. B. BAKEWELL, F.L.A., Technical 
Documentation Officer E Librartan, Liver- 
pool City Librartes. 
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1066 + 900 


Although I am a native of Hereward the Wake's Isle of Ely, which held out against 
the Normans until 1071, and am therefore not an impartial observer, the 900th anniver- 
sary of October 14th is too important to let pass without a mention. 

The London Borough of Lambeth has marked the occasion by compiling 1066, an 18 
page list of books in stock on the Norman Conquest and related subjects. Its cover 
reproduces the vital part of the Bayeux Tapestry. However, on such an occasion, no one 
could take the palm from Hastings Public Library, which back in February published 
The Norman Conquest: a ninth centenary bookiist: 28 pages; beautifully printed; and 
with an imaginative introduction to each section which brings history to life. 

We read under SAXON ENGLAND that "In 1066, ships from Sussex were part of the 
English fleet patrolling the Channel in readiness for William's anticipated invasion. Strong 
winds delayed the Normans in port and the English fleet was disbanded. The men of 
Sussex returned to gather in the harvest and resume their fishing." 

Tk the next section, weather conditions were fevourable, "and William and his army 

"fanded at Pevensey on September 28th . . . occupying Hastings they erected a pre-fabricated 
motte and bailey castle." 

There is much local material included: on Hastings and its Castle, and Battle and its 
Abbey; but somehow it has lost.its dust. Though so full, the booklist does not appear 
cluttered, thanks to good typography. Ánnotations add greatly to its value, e.g. E. A. 
Freeman's partisanship for Harold colours his six volume "History of the Norman 
Conquest of England" (1867-79) which cannot therefore be regarded as the definitive 
work. L. G. Pine's "Heirs of the Conqueror" (1965) argues that the Conquest was a 
disaster and England would have developed more happily and successfully without it. 
There is much to stimulate the reader in this list. 

Other sections are IMAGINATIVE LITERATURE. GENEALOGY and the SOUVENIR NORMAND. 
There is a CHILDREN'S BOOK SUPPLEMENT and a section on FURTHER STUDY including 
bibliographies and sources. 

Perhaps this is a good place to make a qualified recommendation of a book not listed 
in either Lambeth's or Hastings’ list; an imaginative work about Hereward the Wake. 
It is Charles Macfarlane's "The camp of refuge," first published in 1844 or 1846 and 
reissued in the Half-forgotten books in 1904, with an introduction by E. A. Baker (of 
Guide to historical fiction fame). It is a good antidote to Kingsley's novel. 


1666 + 300 

Another important centenary is remembered this year: on September 2nd 300 years 
ago, the Great Fire of London occurred. Last March, the Fire Protection Association 
issued the second in its Planning for Fire Safety in Buildings series: "Basic Reference 
List on Fire." This catalogues sources of essential everyday information for architects, 
surveyors and builders on structural fire protection. An unusual feature is that it includes 
miniature reproductions. of the front covers of the publications, so that the architect or 
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“whatever knows what he is looking for. Copies of the list can be obtained from the F. P A. | 
at ED House, Queen atreci, vies E.C.4., price 3s. paci: 


1866 + 100 


We progress eolica from 9 to 3 to 1. On 21st September 1866, H: G: 
was born at 47 High Street, Bromley, Kent. As might be expected, Bromley | Publi 
Libraries is staging an exhibition to mark the occasion. As I write, it is being assembled 
in the Town Hall. A Guide io the Exhibition has been printed and a duplicated List gf’ 
Exhibits is also available. The Deputy Borough Librarian assured me that this is the 
largest collection of: Wellsiana ever assembled. There is a complete set of first editions, 
Tape recordings of Wells’ voice will be played during the exhibition (15th: September to 
ist October) by courtesy of the B.B.C.; the Society of Model Soldiers is staging the 
Battle of Hook's Farm (one of Wells' War Games); and visitors will be welcomed by - 
paper sculpture. Martian invaders from "War of the Worlds." | 

The Borough Librarian, Mr. A. H. Watkins, appeared in “Whoosh,” B.B.C.-1's pro: 
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edi on Wells on i 15th. 


,LIBRARIES ON TELEVISION . i , 


. Congratulations to Miss Paulin an Mr. Berriman on striking the right note in A.T:V.’s: 
“You and Your Library” (seen in the London area on Sunday, 18th September). Such 
programmes are too often smug and self-satisfied; and what mouthfuls interviewers make" 
of the words "Library" and "Librarian." 

For once it came out that the library service is not equally good all over ‘the country; 
and when David Burry asked why, the answer was, that it was the fault, not of. the 
librarian, who probably knew all about the deficiencies, but of the local council,. who did 
not give him enough money ! 

My only criticism is that, as 12.35 on a Sunday is not exactly a peak viewius hour, 
libraries should have had advance information about the programmes, and possibly pi 
to display from the television company. There is enough opposition to money being penus. 
on n libraries. We need to mobilise our support. 





Cat E ELLOWSHIPS 


` From ist October to` 30th November, the Winston Churchill Memorial T rust wil be. 
open to applications from 16 different professións and occupations, including the staffs 
of Museums, -Art Galleries and Libraries. As the categories are varied each year to give 
everyone a chance in time, librarians who are interested should seize the opportunity : 
while they can. 

The fellowships averaged £1, 500 in 1966 and were limited to the Commonwealth and’ 
U.S.A.. but in 1967 travel can be world wide, The idea is to encourage adventurous , 
people to travel abroad so that they can use the experience gained to contribute more to 
their community and country.. (There are e: Trusts in Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand and the U.S.A.) E 

- Librarians and Museum and Art Gallery staffs are "T to seek new ideas and better. 
` facilities for education and entertainment. Application forms must be received by the 
Trust at 37 Charles Street, London, W.1., by 30th November 1966. Short list candidates 
will be interviewed in London early in "January 1967 and all applicants informed of 
results by letter. Fellows will be required to start travelling in 1967. 

If you require further information, send a postcard to the Trust or ring the Director 
General, Rear-Admiral M. G. Greig, C.B., DS. C, at ee 0091. The Trust says you 
miy reverse the Charges. 


, THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
If discothéques are swinging, why not bibliothéques? : 
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— ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT ` LIBRARIANS 


SOUTH EAST DI VISION 


, Publications: : 


SOME ASPECTS OF STOCK PROVISION - 
LIBRARY STAFFS: TODAY AND TOMORROW 
LIBRARY STUDENT’ S LONDON 


. REFERENCE BOOKS AND: BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
(A London Union List) 


^". KENT STUDENTS GUIDE’ + 
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Available from: ` ^ ..- us T 
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t. AFTER THE BALL | 
Sheila Wilson concludes her report of ihe Russian Librarians’ visit 


mn I stopped this report when I had reached mid-day Friday 5th August. 
E To continue... | 
E Lunch that day was at the invitation of the Mayor and Corporation of Eastbourne. 
town's first Socialist Mayor, Mrs. W. L. Lee, was a charming hostess who made a bi 
impression by explaining that she had come from a morning's baking and was to return 
home to do her washing. This went down very well. The Council membezs and st 
he. present were impressed by the good humour and affability of our guests and there were 
a great many photographs and a good deal of hand-shaking before we left the Congress 
Hall for Falmer. 

We took the inland road through Lewes and 1 had the job of explaining to Evgene, 
= the Intourist interpreter, the Long Man of Wilmington — Pm not sure I got through! 

Mr. Cox, the librarian, and one of his staff, Maureen Weller, were at the gates of the 
University of Sussex to meet us and escorted the party through the Spence-designed 
campus to the library. One of the nice things for Peter Davis and I was to meet on this 
tour the people we had gone to Russia with last year. Maureen Weller was one of these. 
The Librarian gave us a brief introduction to the University library which developed into 
a lecture on University education in this courtry in general, with a digression into micro- 
print, and then we all wandered along the beautifully designed library, the Russians asking 
questions all the way. Again it was a lovely day and though I have a feeling that the wide 
open spaces and arcades must be draughty in winter on our visit there was a smiling view 
of the downs from all the windows and the sun sparkled on the pools and lit the open air 
sculpture — how anyone gets any work done with views like that all round, I don’t know. 

The University kindly gave us tea — I think our guests were rather overwhelmed by 
the hospitality showered on them'and the constant stops for tea or coffee! We left Falmer 
with time in hand and decided to make a detour through Brighton. Unfortunately we 
arrived in the rush hour. and it was quite impossible to stop to let them take snaps so we 
had to be content with a slow drive past the Pavilion and on to Crawley. 

The journey back to London was to be made via Crawley new town and the Hole 
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M branch of Surrey County. We drove through Crawley guided by Pat Brewer, showing 
MES them the general idea of a new town and all the major buildings, while Evgene read the 
ij section in the Penguin guide in Russian, translating as he went along. Át Horley we were, 
m. entertained by the County Council and members of the staff and were shown this very 
V. pleasant new branch and one of the county's mobiles before there were one or two 
E speeches and more coffee. j 

E. It was a very full day but one full of interest to us as well as the Russians. During 
ion. the weekend they were left to themselves for most of the time. On Saturday they made 
C the pilgrimage to Highgate Cemetery and Marx's tomb and on Sunday they did the sights 


with some members of SED. 

Peter and I met them again for dinner at their hotel in South Kensington on Sunday 
and then we all made the journey out to the airport for the flight tó Glasgow. On our 
arrival there we were met by Fred Guthrie, Bcb Walker. Allen Whately and Alan White, 
Fred complete with bag of heather gathered that morning in Perthshire which he pro- 
ceeded to distribute to all the party. One of the things that made the tour so pleasant was 
the personal touches given by members of the Divisions as we went along. It certainly 
made a difference to be met by our colleagues when we arrived in a new place and I know 
the Russians appreciated it and were touched by the obvious warmth of their welcome 
wherever they went. We stayed the night at the Royal Stuart Hotel which was very 
splendid and new but being by a bridge on tke banks of the Clyde was rather noisy for 
some as the traffic never stopped hurtling by all night. 

Monday morning and we were off again on our library tour. À morning visit to the 
Mitchell Library, trying hard not to get lost as we followed our guides through the various 
departments. The City gave us lunch at an hotel and afterwards to the great delight of 
our friends we were met by a double decker bus for our tour of the new housing develop- 
ments with a couple of branch libraries for good measure. There are no double deckers 
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in Russia, so, “full up on top” we toured the s:reets of Glasgow visiting Partick branch 
where Mr, Black, City Librarian, has had modernised most successfully an enormous 
Carnegie-type building. 

'Tea was taken with the Lord Provost in the City Chambers where we had a view of the 
impressive marble staircase and the suite of reception rooms proper to a city the size of 
2 Glasgow and then we said good-bye and were off to Edinburgh. 

' A Owing to the late fixing of arrangements Cooks had not been able to get a very 
- wonderful hotel but it improved after a bad start and we were only there one night. The 
Scottish Division had laid on a tour of the City in the early evening and though it was 
ot a very good night they thoroughly enjoyed the trip. One of them was prepared to 
_ swop his flat in Moscow there and then for one of the Lodges of Holyrood House! When 
we returned to our hotel it was to be met by a group of delightful dancers and singers 
who treated us all to a ceildh till “Time” was called. The Russians replied in kind 
singing songs including the ubiquitous "Moscow nights." They had been practising on 
the coach coming to Edinburgh and amazed us by knowing all the words of the songs. 
I think the Scots were rather shaken at the end when the visitors heaped them with 
presents including two bottles of vodka. I don't think the hotel were as pleased with the 
evening as we all were — a bar full of folks and none of them drinking — Russians don't 
drink when something as serious as singing is going on! 


Tuesday was a tour of Edinburgh Central Library, National Library of Scotland and 
- Scottish Central Library. Some of them had beer. up at five to go and look at the city but 
we did go to the Castle after lunch for a five minute stop. Twenty minutes later we were 
still trying to find them to go on to our next library! At the SCL Mr. Pottinger had 
arranged one of the little touches that made so much difference. The shop next door to 
SCL is a (Bag) pipe maker and the young man had just returned from a visit to Russia 
with the Edinburgh Police Pipe Band at the British Fair and he came down to play us 
into our coach — with the rest of the Royal Mile standing there agape and photographing 
too. 

It was then it started to rain and it poured all night till we left Scotland." Tea was at 
the Blackhal Branch with the Baillie acting as ost. The subtleties of Chairman of County 
Crancil, Lord Mayor, Mayor, Lord Provost, Baillie, etc. were too much for Evgene — they 
were all Mr. and Mrs. Mayor to him — in the same way that all classification schemes 
were Dewey! — but hé did very well and neither of us felt competent to enlighten him 
about either in Russian. 

We left Scotland in the evening and arrived in Manchester less than an hour later to 
be met by Stella Lowe and Warwick Price of the Manchester Division. Large envelopes 
containing printed matter about Manchester were distributed on the coach into town to 
join the rest of the material the Russians had been steadily acquiring since they arrived. 
When they left they complained that their'luggage was very much heavier because half 
of it was paper — but what we would have given for half the, amount last year in the 
USSR... ^ 


Our first day based on Manchester was spen: in a coach tour to Yorkshire. 'The main 
objective was INLL at Boston Spa and Madam Kremenetsky gave them all a lecture on 
the way there. in which she quoted freely from Dr. Urquhart including some papers written 
in 1937. Even his staff were a little skaken when I told them this and I doubt if anyone 
here could have done the same. Dr. Urquhart was very hospitable and with the help of 
two of his Russian speaking staff we were takea on a tour of the Libraz;. We found it a 
great help on the tour to be able to rely on both Nina Marakova and Madam Kremenetsky 
to interpret for us when we had to split. into groups. Evgene Korolkov was game but got 
lost sometimes on the technical side — he carre straight to our group from showing the | 
Russian footballers round so it was not surprising that he knew little about libraries. But «08 





like Valery and Co. last year he soon learned! I said to him at one point that it was a E 
pity that they could not stay the other five days. Five more days, he said, and four i 
libraries every day — that's twenty more libraries no, thank you, I want to go home! ae? 


We had a working lunch at Boston Spa with the Director and his interpreter playing x 
Box and Cox as she ate while he spoke and he ate while she translated. It was a fascinating - 


day and this at least was one of the things they had come all the way from Russia to see. Ay 
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Shortly after a question and answer session we set out for York. This was to be a non- 
library visit. Mr. Tomlinson and some of his staf met us outside the Minster and took us 
for a short walk through the city before taking us all off to Terry's for a real Yorkshire 
high tea presided over by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress. After this we were taken 
to the Castle Museum. This is the most fascinating place and fascinate them it did. We 


and were engrossed from a scientific point of view with the by-gones- and the street scen 
and all. 


members were waiting for us ready to act as guides as needed, for an evening stroll rou 
town. : 


changed a lot since my day! Then off they ran to do some shopping and I went with 
Peter to the Bear shop to change one of the air tickets. Some one in Glasgow had torn 
out the wrong bit of the ticket and very fortunately Evgene noticed it and came to me to 
say that he would have to skip lunch in order to go to the Bear shop to alter it. 1 suppose 
BEA when it has a papier-mache Sooty for spastics outside is likely to be called a bear 
shop. 

The party split up after lunch and some went to Rylands, some to Chethams and some 
to CWS. It was while waiting for the bus outside Rylands that Boris asked Peter what 
we had been hoping to avoid. "What are all these stamps and why are all these people 
queueing?” You try explaining Green Shield stamps to a Russian wizhout making the 
whole thing sound mad! The bus did come and we were off again, this time a short trip out 
to Jodrell Bank to see the telescope at close quarters and see the film they have made of 
its construction. Light refreshments were served, fruit and orange squash by the people 
from the division on tlie coach, to take us on to dinner time from an early lunch. 

In the evening there was another very successful get together with librarians of the 
district at Manchester's newest branch at Hulme. We all wandered about on all three floors 
and explored the ground floor garages complete with mobiles. There were more refresh- 
ments from the built-in coffee bar and Peter gave a very good demonstration of the taped 
language records with additional tuition from Zelida and Nina. 

Friday morning and nearly the end of the trip. We flew to London early and Peter and 
I left them outside the Embassy thinking that they could not come to much.harm before 
we were to meet them again at the BM at 2.30 p.m. Before we left London at the weekend 
Jean Plaister had arranged with Miss Webb that about five of them should go to the 
Patent Office instead of the BM that last efternoon. Unfortunately, the Embassy had 
arranged for this small group to go somewhere else at 3.30 so poor Jean had to go off 
to the Patent Office at midday to rescue them when they turned up early hoping to be 
able to see the right people and get to their other appointment in time. However it all 
turned out all right in the end and the main, part of the party turned up at the Museum 
for their tour. They were all getting tired by now and had lost some of their sparkle but 
it still did not stop them going off to the Nacional Gallery after the BM and after that 1 
don't know where they didn't get to on their own. — 

We were very sad to see them leave on Saturday morning, even though it did mean 
getting up at 5.30 a.m. to get to the airport in time. Both Peter and I felt that we had 
known them for such a long time though we only knew the names of about ten of them. 
Obviously the ones that spoke the best English were the ones we got to know best and 
we will hope to keep in touch with them. There could not have been better ambassadors 
for their country — everywhere we went hotel staff, bus drivers, Council members, 
Aldermen, everyone said how jolly and pleasant they were and how eager to please and 
to make friends. Though a great deal of the success of the tour was due to AAL organisa- 
tion throughout the country if they had not been so charming no amount of effort on our 
part would have made the tour go as well as it did. 

Things we remember — Boris saying to me very seriously in the middle of Ashton- 
under-Lyne "Do many people believe in God?" * and again when I asked him if they 
had caravans in Russian "A Caravan is a lot of Camels." Peter's late night session in 


^ 


* Here's one who doss, anyway — Ed. 
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practically had to tear them away by force — they had never seen anything quite like - De 


Manchester Central next morning with a very good salad lunch in the canteen — it's - 


€ 


We did get them away and back home to Manchester where some of the Divisional J s 


e 


Edinburgh drinking vodka and eating caviar. Their spontaneous way of giving presents 
— one girl gave me an amber brooch in the middle of the BM tour in such a way that I 
could not but be touched and charmed. Explaining the education system and how many 
people lived in each house . . . They delight in children even the mucky little arabs 
outside the branch we passed that were hardly en example of British childhood at its best. 
And the fuss they made of Mr. Wilson's small daughter at ASLIB. Above all their liveli- 
ness, and interest, their enthusiasm and lack of self consciousness, their friendliness. 

But we should not congratulate ourselves too much. Basically. they did not see what 
they wanted to see and speak to those they wanted to speak to but this car. be laid a little 
at their own door. I heard too late that one of the people they had really wanted to talk 
to was Mr. Vickery. Now Mr. Vickery was at one of the parties and we could have made 
sure that they all knew this if we had known that they wished to do so particularly. They 
had decided this before they left Russia, somewhere between them and us this sort of 
information got lost. We must in future strive to get closer liaison with the people who 
are coming, to find out what they realiy want. Ten days before they came we discovered 
that they were all special library people, one of them was not even a librarian, he was 
an engineer, but by that time it was too late.to cancel the officia] hospitality that had been 
arranged and we had to proceed as best we could. Too many people who would have 
liked to have had them were disappointed. But to fix an itinerary including Manchester, 
Glasgow and Edinburgh and NLL in 12 days is really too much travelling and lots has 
to be left out. 


They had a wonderful time. Dear Madam Kremenetsky had wanted to come to England 
all her life and it was rather pathetic to think that for all her enjoyment — “it is so clean 
and tidy your countryside," she said, "and so used" — she will probably not come again. 
For all of thei it was their first time here; let us hope that it will not be their last. 
Though 1 would not like to think that the AATL's main function was tc act as a travel 
agency one of our eminent seniors did say he thought it was the best thing we had done 
in years! The goodwill that has been engendered by this visit on both sides should not be 


allowed to evaporate — we must go again soon. It was a ball .. . we had a marvellous 
time going round with them and are quite prepared to do it all again . . . famous last 
words: there is still Leningrad library school and they have said they are coming but 
when... w— uA—— I 
POSTSCRIPT FROM THE PRESIDENT THE 

Jean Planer would like to thank all SOUTH 
those who have helped in any way to make . 
this Tour a success, and regrets that she ts AMERICAN 
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MAGISTERIAL GOBBLEDEGOOK 


In his entertaining report of the London & Home Counties Branch Committee me 
of 15th July, Alan Ball wrote: ` 

“There followed a discussion about the role of the London Librarian. In the 
rather like the national economy, an expansionist period has always been followed b 
of heavy retrenchment and when the Editor of the Assistant Librarian recently v 
considerable criticisms about the London Librarian, the whole matter was again revii 
It was agreed that regular supplements of a more newsworthy type should be pro 
and in all fairness nothing is to be placed in the way of S.E.D. paying for them. 

While advice and observations are being handed out with such liberality, it : 
pertinent to ask what has happened to the Assistant Librarian itself these days. A 
time it combined the useful professional functions of a kind of combined Tribus: 
Private Eye. Now it has taken to lecturing us with that magisterial manner so lon, 
prerogative of the T7mes, but now much more that of the Economist, with a curious 
of the lately defunct Strand Magazine. The latest offering contained an article w 
hundred footnotes, of which I could only find reference to ninety-nine in the tex 
written in a kind of archaic gobbledegook. which threatens to sink the English lan; 
without trace. 

In the past few years, I have not been able to escape observing at close quarter 
feeding habits of small male children and in my innocence, I had imagined that reti 
systems described exactly the process whereby food that had fallen into the interstic 
a bib could be conveyed again to an already sticky mouth. This is in strict contra 
non-retrieval systems, when the food has already fallen on the floor, or cland 
retrieval systems, where the food is retrieved from the floor and eaten -before pas 
intervention can save the day. However I must hurry off before footnote 56 (Array cl 
or level change?) becomes all change or even no change. | 

Finally there were certain alterations in the oficials of the Branch, which will 
effect from the end of the year and as I shall then be producing the proper minut 
proceedings, I give fair notice to the Editor [of the London Librarian] that he will 
to find somebody else to write this version of events. Although I cannot promise tl 
will be a peek into paradise (Footnote.92), it might be more interesting than the prc 
of the U.D.C. in the U.S.S.R. (Footnote 59). And talking of the U.S.S.R., there is a 
of Russian librarians somewhere in the offing and instead of letting them suffer | 
and biscuits, the Branch has agreed to spend £75 on something a little more excil 


The report was first published in the Augus: issue of the Loudon Librarian, The Y 
of the Assistant Librarian would like to point out that when voicing his conside 
criticisms, he was wearing his other hat as Chairman of the Kent Division, A.A.L. ( 
alas; amalgamated). The London Librarian, which grew out of London Library Ih 
gence and G.L.D. News, is paid for by the London & Home Counties Branch ar 
advertisers, while offering hospitality to the South East Division and serving as its vi 
in return for a token contribution. 
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: ‘Council Notes, 23rd & 24th June,, 1966- . Rue ce sa Tr 


Predictably the longest debate of the June ‘Council Meeting rola a the Na 
‘Circular setting out the proposals for the: trainee grade. In view of its disturbing impl 
tions: for. the entire profession the Council members were in a militant, but. responsi] 
mood and finally adopted. two resolutions: ore asking for the Library Association 
examine the present system of consultation and communication between Nalgo and 

- professional associations during salary negotiations, and the other instructing Divisi 
‘to -ensure that resolutions deploring the proposals were: presented -to` as many Na 


2 ‘branches as possible. During this debate the Honorary Secretary had a brief vision 


powér when Mr. Bryant proposed that members should send him signed letters of resig 


- "tion which’ should be held by him as a threat to Nalgo. But this proposal did not f 


t 


favour. 

The shadow of the trainee grade was also cast over the debate which subsequently t 
place.on the report of the Education Committee over the reported proposal for a Libr 
Assistants’ Certificate. Council was satisfied that the Certificate proposed was education: 
viable~but it.had doubts over the wisdom of introducing.the Certificate at a time wl 


. the prestige: of the profession was under a grave threat. It therefore, resolved -that, wh 


accepting .the: Cértificate in principle, . the representatives on the NLibrary Associat 
Council should be authofised to use their discretion as/to how to vote at.the Cour 
meeting in the light of the debate. * 

Earlier in the day the Honorary ree -had reported two items of gorte pada 
from the Library Association. One of these, intimated that, following receipt of a. mot: 


from the A.A.L., the Board of Assessors was prepared, and would in due course pres 


to L.A. "Council, a system of graded passes in the professional examinations. The ot! 
item was a.letter from-‘the Library Association asking for evidence of bibliographi 


. problems in ‘certain subject fields. This request arose from the response to “Access 


Information," and the Council set up.a working party to prepare a paper for submissi 
to the Library Association. 

The Yorkshire Division’ had on the Agenda two resolutions relating to the L.A/'s "pol 
with regard to the blacklisting of posts at inadequate salaries. However, due to the lo 
debate on the Nalgo proposals the hour was late, when this stage of the Agenda v 
reached and it was agreed to defer these two motions to the next meeting. Watch t 


“space for further details. 


MICHAEL J. RAMSDEN, B.A., A.L.A.,-Hon. Secretary, AAL. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The 71st Annual General Meeting was held at Hoburn Central Library on Co 23 


- June, 1966. The Past President, Mr. T. M. Featherstone, opened the meeting and welcom 


the 62 members who. attended. The death of Mr. A. L. Carver, F.L.A., a past Preside 


‘of the Association, was reported and the meeting stood in tribute. The. minutes of t 


- previous Annual General Meeting were approved and the Annual Report for 1964, wi 


the accompanying Financial Statement, were approved after one or two questions fré 
the floor. The President for 1966, Miss J. M: Plaister, was ‘inducted by Mr. -Feathersto 
who paid. tribute- to Miss Plaister’s services, to the “Association; Miss Plaister express 


. the thanks. of ithe Association to Mr. Feathérstone for his hard work as President ai 


throughout hi$ long service on the Council. The -numerous amendments to the Gener 


. Rules formed the next item on the Agenda and were approved without ‘amendme 


‘although some’ attempts were made to amend various rules, but all these motions we 


lost. The Auditors were duly .elected and. the business meeting was formally conclude 
The Presidential address followed and all members have had the opportunity of readi: 
it in this journal. It was, as all who know Miss Plaister NUR have expected, bo 
Jiu: and stimulating: 


ICHAEL J. RAMSDEN, BA, ATA. Hon. Secretary, A. AL. 
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CO-OPERATIVE BOOK CE 


- -ve 


The post-war publishing picture in Cana: 
counterpart. There was very little original pu 
came either from the British or U.S. market: 
the Commonwealth rights to the titles they t 
sole rights as an agent to sell these titles in 
American rights, and made their books. avail: 

‘A librarian reading a book review in an / 
ordering the book, that the British publisher 
lisher quoted in the review could not supply 
discover the agent for the British publisher. ! 
vast quantities of the librarian's time and d 
the book. The other problems were many; ag 
no representation, publishers’ stocks ran oi 
together with customs formalities, varying e 
flow of books to tbe library shelves. 

The consequent frustrations of the librari 
, Both could read reviews of new books, but n 
: time. Both the publishers-and the librarians fe 
orders to the correct supplier, solve the cust 
and ship the books to the libraries. 

The idea of a central book-distribution 
Library Association in 1948. In 1952 publish: 
_C.L.A. Annual Conference to discuss the posi 
Centre of Canada began operation. The si: 
organization which was owned by the publis 
organization. The. Co-operative undértook to 
from any source in the world, and to restric! 
similar institutional buyers. It was establish: 
137 Wellington Street, Toronto, later movil 
Road, Toronto d 

Orders which are either direct to the Co- 
who are instructed to "ship and bill via the C 
order tickets. One part is sent to the publ 
retained for the Co-operative records. Each or 
date of publication, customer code, price and 
for other instructions as to cancellation, harc 
are encouraged to type these tickets themselve 
for their records. i 

The completed tickets are sent daily to sı 
which is recorded on each order. The book 
- against the orders, and placed in storage bins 
customer are shipped and invoiced weekly, C 
- reason or another are notified of the reason 
order is then either cancelled, or back-order 
department was established to correct orders 
publisher, and to keep records of the change 

In 1964 a department was set up to catal 
that the books were received in the library 
were few, and “it was possible to supply. 
libraries. The original aim was to help sm 
produced using Dewey 16 and L.C. subject 
necessitated a new service using Sears subje 
expanded to cover primary school libraries, a 
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Y ALE WCY UE Y Ip eu IUL UDC 4M WUL  3UIUMUISJ; wWad USTU WALL KALD SULIGLL AICHI LIP 
“Publication of Dewey 17 in 1965 resulted in an automatic switch to the new scheme. 

Once the initial barrier of persuading librarians to use such a service had been over 

» come, the response was fantastic. Large library systems had little need of either the buyin; 

or processing services, offered by the Co-operative, but its use to and by schools am 

-- sinaller libraries was great. - ^ . - BI. a 

' Since its inception, the Co-operative grew rapidly, and with the start of-the cataloguin, 

' and processing service, more space was urgently:required. In 1965 it was decided t 

. construct a new building. Meanwhile, the. cataloguing and processing’ sections: took ove 

space in a separate building. The increase in the number of volumes handled create: 

problems in receiving and warehousing the booky for shipping. Early in 1966 a nev 

* building of 36,000 sq. ft. was opéned, and allowance was made for a possible expansios 
of 15,000 sq. ft. to be made. ' í V. p wo ‘ 

At present certain restrictions are imposed on cataloguing — no foreign language books 

_ maps, patents; records, etc. are catalogued. The cataloguing service is therefore limited t 

. books which will sell enough cards to cover the high initial cost of original cataloguing 

Volume of business and the trend towards automation now dictate that custom-processin, 

must cease; a standard form of processing will be offered to libraries (at a fixed price) anc 

all variations, from the standard will be at an additional cost, Lrarians as a body tend 

=: perhaps, to worry more about the placing of: the subject heading the catalogue car 

than whether their books are delayed in reaching the reader, so their costs are ofte 

higher than they need be. ! . GMT LN ELE. i 


- 


^ (Befóre be went to Canada two years ago, Jobn North bad tbe feputation of being on. 
- of the brightest of tbe younger special librarians in London — he worked for Morga 
^ Brothers, the publisbers — and one of the most outspoken. He became Advertisin, 

Manager to the Assistant Librarian and laid the foundation -on which lan Wilkes ba 


built so well, -Friends will be pleased to hear that Jobn hopes to be back in England fo: 
a Christmas visit.) E me a 


~ s - 
ri r 


| THE S7 
. HOLT-JACKSON. BOOK COMPANY. 
! mE LIMITED o 
hs e P wea g 
Public and County Library Booksellers ` 
PRESTON ROAD _ 
:  LYTHAM . 
LYTHAM ST. ANNES 
* Telephone: Lytham 7464 
Telex: 67580. (HIBOOKCO LYTHAM)- 
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' London Showroóms: | - >` 
STREET, CLERKENWELL ROAD, E.C.1. 
Telephone: Clerkenwell 3250  ." 
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SPARE THE det AND SPOIL THE READER ( 
- . by “John Stoneybrook” 


q àm not one of those who thine that. Rules are made to be waived. Readers can too - 
iau, be spoiled by librarians who are willing to pander to their every whim; to Car ~. 
through: all so-called "red tape" to “provide a better'service." Such librarians are always 
keeping reserved books for a longer period than that stated on the card; so that eventually * 
readers are quite indignant when reserved books are returned to circulation at all, regard- .. 
less of their delay in calling to cóllect. They make Out temporary tickets at: the least 
excuse, so that readers do not have p retrace their steps, perhaps only a few h»azdred 
yards, to get the proper tickets they have forgotten; so. Of course, readers do nòt bother , 
with their proper tickets and people who do-not even belong to the library can get books: 
out:and perhaps never, return them.. Those who do belong can get more than their fair 
shafe of fiction, so that the shelves get badly depleted, and those who abide by the d 
do. not get a proper choice. 


I know that many. librárians are dog-lovers; but this hardly - seems to justify their 
condoning flagrant’ breaches of the regulations by users- of the library who bring whole 
| i lending department where they.get under people's feet and fight 
each other. Similar f with smoking; many librarians, themselves smokers; do not insist 
that.readers shouldfput out their pipes and tigarettes on entering the library, even though 
they - are exposing the premise: -to an increased fire risk and non-smoking. readers to 
annoying fumes.  - , 

Closing time should. | be oad enforced. If readers arrive during the dist five 
- minutes, they have to be admitted of course, but should not be encouraged to linger. 
During the hours of darkness turning off selected groups of lights is an effective means 
of showing: readers selfish enough to want the staff to work on just for them and so 
perhaps miss their buses that their speedy withdrawal would-be appreciated. If they 
arrive after closing time, perhaps they will try to trade on your sympathy by indicating 
. the huge pile of books they have brought back. The too-indulgent librarian will let them, 
` in and then not be able to refuse: a request for an urgently needed book: More late readers 
will'arrive and get in while the door is open and the poor librarian will be lucky if he: 
gets home for supper. No, the regulations state that the- library abuts at a certain hour, 
and a minute after is too late. i 


I have not even touched on the case of library staff who do-not charge nds when told :: 
hard luck ‘stories, or who’ do not collect reservation fees when requests are handed in, ' 
because there is a probability that they will not be satished. (Don't they know that each 
, reservation costs the library at least five times the fee charged in staff time as well as 

posetage and stationery?) All these riles were made with a purpose, and should be 
enforced: 


- 4 = 
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- Only one ns bes me. One day, God' willing, I shall retire. Then I shall be a 
reader myself, and who knows, I might meet a librarian such as I used to be. i 


"(Reprinted "with Aa Prom Te News Letter, October 1960.) 


M3. 
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Refresher course for married women . 
A refresher course for- married women wishing to resume their careers in Jibrarianship 
will be held from 14 November — 25 Noyember, 1966 at the School of Librarianship, `- 
. North-Western Polytechnic. ( 
'. The course is intended for women who have a minimum 7 two parts of the Registration 
Examination and who-have been away from librarianship. For at least six years, but who | 
hope to resume their careers in the very near future. n 
Further details are available from Mrs. P. Layzell ws rd, School of Librarianship, 
North-Western poso Prince of Wales Road, po N.W. » 
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» - JACKSON s LIBRARY SERVICE m. i 
A. i 
l Public and County i 
l - LIBRARY BOOKSELLERS . A 
Vd A ES En i 
A n ' ] I 
s | ' School Contracers I 
t l l 
I l 
T Liverpool Road. | q 
l i ' l. 
| ` ‘| 
| - Telephións: 78568 . -J 
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from H O L M E s 
IN-STOCK JUVENILE BOOKS 
) ‘Our new catalogue of- drilen": literature ` for ages 7—9 and 
10—-14 represents books NOT MERELY IN PRINT BUT ACTUALLY 
.HELD IN STOCK IN MULTIPLE COPIES. - -, p 
This catalogued stock, kept separate kom. our other irge juvenile 
"holdings to: ensure -stricter control, ‘will give libraries a much: greater than - 
usual chance of having their orders fulfilled immediately. 
- Our aim is a SHELF TO SHELF SERVICE — fom our shelf to your 
shelf with the minimum delay.. i l : 
` - pe x eee available post free on request. 


W. & RÊ HOLMES (BOOKS) LTD. 
341 DUNLOP. ST., GLASGOW, C.1. 
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GRAND SLAN ` 


S.L.A. News (or SLAN), ie "Official Néws Sheet of the Scottish Librarj Association” 
(a -néws sheet of 28 pages in its, current issue) is a kind of cross between a. iegional 
periodical, Such as Yorkshire Librarian or North Western- Newsletter, ‘and the eile 
Association Record, though in size, and we would like to think in spirit, it has closé 

^ with thé Assistant Librarian. It is lively and controversial, put it is alsó the Dij of a 
national library association. ` 7 x mm 
. Recently it has changed its editor. Our best wishes for a i seirena gó to 

Peter Grant, whost five year stint. ended last March. E 1964 a well-known ‘Londo 


E 















moving in Scotland ind! that he was fonvinced that S.L.A. New 
credit.. A large part of that credit wgs Peter x : EN 
Our-best wishes also go to Alan.¿. D. White, $ 's -new editor. Alan * was Adver- 
.tising Manager until the changeov ; He has represented the Scottish. Division at. A.A.L. 
Council: and is a dab hand atyeffsplays. His work on the -“Scotland’s Public Libraries” . 
exhibition at the L.A. Confefénce at Rothesay was acclaimed as a triumph. SLAN' s new 
editorial address is: Blafchall Library, Hillhouse Road, Edinburgh 4. i 
Unfortunately, in. his fecond issue, Alan White had to record the death of Mr. A: G. 
Hepburn, Founder- t of-S.L.A. News and. Librarian of the Mitchell Library, Glasgow. 
He was 62. Mr- Hg@burn founded SLAN in 1950 and proved, the need for a regular news 
sheet as a means, Pf communication between librarians in Scotland. He remained Editor 
` until 1956. In 195% he edited for Messrs. Collins a standard edition of Burns’ poems and 
letters and in 1964 Was responsible for the publication of the St. Andrew. Hymnal for use 
in Scottish Dioceses 0 urch. His Guide to Glasgow , Libraries was pub» > 
lished in 1965. Our sympathies go to Scottish librarians ‘in their loss. 






| KNOCKING COMPUTERS GEM Es 


‘Tn an enquiry about the letter from, H: K. Gordon. Berman (June Assistant, page 122, 

. Dr. Theodore C. Hines writes: “I much: approve your reply to the letter, and the spirit 
which prompts it. We too havé no public branes wih on lihe random access to anything 
except printed or card catalogs." ; EN 
Dr. Hines and Mrs. Jessica L. Harris, who are both at thé School of Library Science, 

- Columbia University, ` are the authors of “Computer filing of index, ‘bibliographic and. . 
Es entries”. (Bro-Dart Foundation, 1966, $5.95). This, it is claimed, is the first 
computer compatible filing code. So far it has been used. on two computer-prepared 

catalogues put out by. Bro-Dart - Industries, and it has been used manually on two book 

indexes. : 

» Computer. cataloguing can be "a most baffling and bewildering experience,” says Dr. 
Hines, “with very strange ‘minor items unexpectedly becoming sabots in the cogs — the ` 
adjustment of any system to a new technology is rough.” He is much interested in the ` 
major- changes .going on in the UK. and pe to get over. to look' around again befor 
too long. '. . f i 





, 5 - VIVIAN GRAY. 
4 The Motor Enthusiast’ s Bookseller since 1946. 
308 CUCKFIELD ROAD — HURSTPIERPOINT — - SUSSEX - 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


TWO ATLASES 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA Inter- 
«national Atlas. £10 10s. 


A atlas, probably all will agree, is one - 
o 


f the most useful reference works a library 
an have. The appearance of a new world 
therefore, must arouse interest as 
A its i pages it 







includes not only the ex 
also many special features. ' 


The maps have been drawn by the Insti- . 


tuto Geografico De Agostini and combine 
both political and physical features. Occa- 
sionally, as in the cases of the maps of 
Japan and of Switzerland, the physical 
element makes recognition of political 
features, and town names difficult — but 
this does not occur too often. Some of the 
maps fold out to afford a better view of a 
region or a country and the major areas 
are preceded by a short introduction. 

The 61 (not 117 as the publicity infor- 
mation tells us) maps are followed by a 
number of sections giving information on: 
map scales and projections; population; 
meteorological information; land use; com- 
munications and political information. This 
is followed by 87 pages of statistical infor- 
mation by country; by a section of geo- 
graphical comparisons, e.g. largest lakes 
etc.; and by an index which refers by a 
gud not by latitude and longitude. The 
important factor from the point of view 
of these last sections is up-to-dateness and 
authority and we are told that primary 
offidial sources have been used wherever 
they exist. In most instances thís means 
1961 or 1962 data but some trading figures 
given are for as long ago as 1957 which 
does not seem very satisfactory. 

At £10 10s. this new atlas is one which 
any library must consider as a serious con- 


ender for a position on its atlas shelves. 





Write for Ring Citalogue to 
the actual Manug@cturers 
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eoo ENG A GEMENT RINGS FOO IO IO 
| » AT 25'/, DISCOUNT 


ALL TYPES AND STYLES OF RINGS 


ALSO WATCHES, CLOCKS, 
AT 10%—20% DISCOUNT 


eJ.& A. JEWELLERS 


63-66 HATTON ARDEN, LONDON, E.C.1. Tel: CHA 6025 & 4020 
Hours of businessA Weekdays 9-5.30 Sats. 9-12.30 Evenings by appointment 
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The READER'S DIGEST complete atlas 
of the British Isles . . Reader's Digest 
Association, 1965. 230 pages. £5 10s. 


Let it be said at the beginning that this 
atlas is a veritable feast for the eye with 
numerous special features illustrating vir- 
tually every aspect of the British scene. 
The atlas is in four sections: 


Section 1: The nature of the land: open- 







the underlying geology. 

e country we live in: 23 
.those of the Ordnance 
le of 6 miles/inch for 


Section 2: 
maps based o 
Survey on a s 


. England, Wales a&d Scotland and 7 miles/ 


inch for Ireland. sheet plastic key use- 
fully provided for thM section shows that 
much new information§has been added to 


ra 
Section 3: abric of a nation: is a 
kaleidescope of maps and illustrations 


presenting facts relating to the formation 
of Britain, climate, nature, population, 
transport and numerous other aspects. This 
is probably the most fascinating section of 
the atlas: — Where is the Coypu distri- 
buted in E. Anglia? — see page 103. What 
is the pattern of bird migration in March? 
— see page 106. How is the giant Jacewing 
distributed?—see page 111. Unfortunately 
none of this information is indexed. 
Section 4: Place in the British Isles: a 
gazetteer which includes explanations of 
place names. statistical information on the 
British counties, and miscellaneous facts 
and figures. 


At £5 10s. this atlas is an excellent buy 
and will doubtless find a place on many- 
library, and personal, shelves. 


ALWAYS IN STOCK 


WEDDING RINGS 
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THE NEW WALFORD. 


WALFORD, A. J., ed. Guide to Reference 


` Material. Volume 1: Science and Tech- 


nology. The Library Association, 1966. 483. 


pages. £5. (Price to members £3 15s) 


-À welcome feature of the second edition 
of this popular work is the division of the 
subject matter into three volumes. Volume 
one covers Science.and Technology, Volume 
two, due in .1967, will cover the” Social 
Sciences, and volume three, due in 
will deal with General Works and 
Arts. Volume one. contains 
entries and together. with. sub-entriesfor a 










volume will be 


tions were weak in tlysfirst edition. Entries, 


as before; are arrangfd by U.D.C., although 
some subjects haveflbeen re-classihed more 
and layout is present- . 


has allowed the editor give a wider 
selection to each subject and the entries 
appear to: be accurate. The editor claims 
that certain sections have .received: special 
attention and singling out the one on aero- 
nautics as a test, it shows: great improve- 
ment and can now be used as a definite 
guide to the subject. Although the selection 
of entries for this volume, and a number 
of the annotations, were supplied by "more 
than a score of special librarians and 
others," Dr. Walford, states in the intro- 
duction that the great majority of . the 
annotations are his own. 

The increased use of quotations from 
and references to reviews, the greater num- 


ber of references to annual reviews of: 


progress, and an excellent index by C. A. 

-'Toase, are features which will recommend 

this. book as a good purchase. 
GRAHAM CROWTHER. 


Take the 
IRISH REPUBLIC 
< just as an example 


"It did not take me long to see that 
KEESING'S was a MUST for our Library." ' 


Librarian, Waterford Municipal Library. 
25th February, 1966 


— MUST being the operative word 
(also in regard to '' Export or die 1") 





HISTORY OF 

THE FICTION PROBLEM 

CARRIER, Esther Jane. Fiction in Püblic 

El 1876-1900. Scarecrow Press Inc., 
» EC D 


968, * 


ans.as these sec-- 





ry. Pictio 
to “rogi 








.- Miss Carrier has assidu- 


„ously collected what must be almost every 


available expression of opinion by Ameri- 
can librarians on the subject, and this is 
the main criticism of her book-—she. could’ 
have summarised the argument in half the 
Space and produced, a more interesting 
volume; as it is, to paraphrase one of her 
innumerable quotations,. one can scan the 


-first paragraphs of each chapter to grasp 


the argument. l 
There were two schools of thought—one 
argued ‘that inferior fiction should be ex- 


' cluded. on the grounds that the library was 


an educational agency and librarians had a 
duty to improve reading tastes. Fiction 
reading was harmful. Spofford, -the Lib. 
rarian .of Congress, expressed a common’ 
view that "overmuch reading of fiction, 


especially at an early age, enervates -the -> 


niind, weakens the will, makes dreamers: 
instead of thinkers and workers . él 
The: other held that some otherwise 
mediocre and even sensational novels 
should be included as it was the public 
library's duty to provide for all classes; 


: once attracted to the library, novel readers ` 
could be led to something better. One is - 


not surprised to find that all agreed in ex- 
cluding works of an immoral tendency by 
writers like Sterne, Smollett, Fielding and 
Thomas Hardy; what is surprising is the 
general condemnation, of the novel as a 


class of .literature at a time when most of 
already been" 


the greatest novels had 
written. That finance had some bearing on 
the question is indicated. by .the fact. that 


some libraries set up rental collections. But - 


on the whole the librarians of the period 
must stand condemned as lacking in liter- 
ary judgment. 


JOAN KNOTT, | 


Newcastle School of Librarianship. 





ADVERTISEMENT ENQUIRIES 
shod be addressed to: 


l CHAMELEONS, 
8, MEADOW «VAY, UPMINSTER, ESSEX. 
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FOR LIBRARY USE 


_Paper-Backs last longer and look better when 
bound in LAMINATED HARD COVERS 


BELLEVUE BINDERY, 
FALKIRK. 


Bookbinding Specialists tos 


WOODFIELD & STANLEY 


LIMITED 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Wakefield Road, Moldgreen, Huddersfield 
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Don’ t forget to call at 
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- wm, 


Telex. 
24579 
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MUS. 4476 
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Blunt S Library | 
Edition 





the best of current fiction 
in bindings that will last 
G. BLUNT & SONS LIMITED, 
North Acton Road, London, ¿N.W.10. | 





Printed by Cheriton Press (Folkestone) Ltd., 351 Cherfon Road, Folkestone * 3 


^ E 
M F : . PS 1 n D 4 4 ý 1 > 

. ` , at 7 a Ay 

E 
n E 4 4 E x z a 
f * » + ay 
E 
~ * “ 4 9 a 
` ` - 4 
` . 
S sa 1 - : L] 
` LI . + t 
» à » 
4 de 

: y r 

LI id z . 

1 
` 
E 
e f 
P 


Assistant 
Librarian 


Official Journal of the 
Association of Assistant Librarians 
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Engelske Biblioteksfolk visit Denmark 


Experiment? A booklist 


“Experiment?” and Publicity 
Including the Adverts? 


Survey of Readers’ Enquiries 
Children’s Books 


Your Letters: 
(Editorial Malfunctions; 
Thank you, Denmark; 
Blow up the A.A.L.) 


Vol. 9 No. 11 
November 1966 
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We can smpply from stock motor car workshop manuals. 
On the majority of British, European and American cars 
| from 1930, to the present day. 


FULL L CATALOGUE AVAILABLE | 


Ask to be put on our mailing list and state number of 
catalogues required. 


AUTOBOOKS LIBRARY SUPPLY SERVICE 


l (A division of Autobooks Ltd. of Brighton) 
| BENNETT-ROAD, BRIGHTON, SUSSEX 
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CEDRIC CHIVERS 


LIMITED 


PORTWAY, BATH . 


Bookbinders and ^w 
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THE TASTE BUDS OF LIBRARIANS 


Two column inches of print in the Observer of 4th September praising an annotated | 
fiction booklist, "Experiment?" brought C. R. Hall, South Regional Librarian of Wiltshire. 
County a deluge of 1,300 letters and some thoughts on publicity. 

The booklist is for “those members of the public who feel they'd like a change from ^ 





t - 


the usual run of crime, westerns and ela! publicised novelists’ works” and the reviewer . 


comments : 
n å 56 
don't try to make themselves felt enough.” , 

“Experiment?” is nicely produced on, good paper and runs to 16 pages. 1,700 were 
printed. and it is now out of print. But because it is such a good example of how we . 
should be reaching out and guiding the public in the confusing maze of the world of, 
books, and is useful in itself, the Assistant Librarian is reprinting it in full. 

We also publish a postcript from Mr. Hall in which he describes how “Experiment?” 
came to be reviewed in the Observer and his conclusions on publicity. They should giye 
librarians plenty to think about. . í 


EAST AFRICA 


I must apologise to all those who have mitten to me so far about the East Africa trip. 
I haven't written to any of you because so far there has beem nothing further to say: 
However we are now progressing with our plans and hope to have some definite news 
for you about the middle of November. All those who have already written will receive 
a bulletin and a form to be returned with an initial deposit. Providing we get sufficient 
response the trip will be on, but we must. know by Christmas how many are prepared | 
to make the journey (and fnd the money!) 


To refresh your minds; the trip will be for about dhree weeks; we will visit Dar Es 


Salam, Tanga, Moshie, Arousha, Nairobi, and Kampala (possible in inverse order). ' 
There is a possibility that the Fast Africa library conference will be timed: to be held 
while we are there and there is great enthusiasm for this trip in East Africa. We 


would be treated with great warmth, I am sure, wherever we went; and it would be ` 
a most memorable trip. Travel throughout will be by first class rail inland and would , 


include two nights by'sleeper. We will mostly stay in University hostels where available 
but some nights in hotels. We are trying to keep the trip down to £150—give or take £10 © 
—if the figure rises beyond that them I think we must abandon it as impractical. Will. 
all those people who have said to me this summer that they are "thinking about it” now 
think to some purpose and write to me for further details. It would be a great pity’ 
if this trip were to fall by tlie way through lack of support. I doubt we will ever get. 


this near again so do try and' make it. The £50 restriction does not hold here, so make a * 


splash and start saving. —, 
What worries me is—where do we go from here ! ! L 
Miss SHEILA A. eS Flat 43, 5 £ 7, Belsize Grove, London, N.W.3. 


( ee of the Library Association) ; 


. . . the taste buds of librarians are underrated only because Se : 
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ENGELSKE BIBLIOTEKSFOLK VISIT DENMARK 


The A.A.L. Tour 1966, reported by Martin Underwood, Camden Public il 
Libraries à 


I arrived in Denmark having done (to my shame) no homework and almost NM 
ignorant of its history, apart from knowing of its:admirable conduct during the German 
Occupation, and confused further by having read a brief history in scorching sunshine on ^ 

. the boat across the North Sea (it consisted of umpteen kings named Canute, Valdemar and , 
Christian). I therefóre received my education while on the tour, but it is convenient to 
place it first. 

To understand something of library structure and problems a drastic mental re- 
adjustment is immediately needed. Denmark ised country of 44 million people, one million’ 
of whom live in greater Copenhagen. Tht people feel strongly their national identity 
(nearly every house' has a flagpole in the garden unselfconsciously flving the flag). This 
is also shown in the jealous guarding of their national language and literature, where both 
wfiters and translators receive government grants to compensate for the use of books in 
public libraries. Yet although the language is so carefully guarded the Danes are perfectly 
aware that it will not get them far in the modern world, consequently all schoolchildren 

' learn English and German in school (and can speak them pretty fluently by the time they 
leave — much higher than our “O” Level, which cannot get us far beyond a halting 
discussion of the weather. This our party discovered much to its relief. At grammar 
school Danish children also learn either French or Russian, and Danish is so closely akia 
to other Scandinavian languages that everyone can also read Norwegian and Swedish 
without much trouble. 

In visiting the libraries we had to adjust to other facts of Danish life — the number - 
of books published not rising much above 3,500 a year; copious government grants and - 
the Danish Public, Libraries Act 1964, which came into force the same day as our own. 
This has numerous paragraphs but, briefly: (i) guarantees state aid of 45% of the total 
running costs up to a maximum of £13,700 or of 30% above this figure; (ii) orders the 
setting up of a school library in every primary school (everywhere we went the work ` 
caused by this paragraph was lamentingly mentioned;: (iii) allows for the first time the 
borrowing of gramophone records; (iv) the grant to authors and translators to be 6% of 
the grant for running' expenses; (v) the Act "shall be brought up for revision during the 
parliamentary session 1969/70 at the latest" — why don't our laws have such a sensible 
proviso? (vi) The act does not extend to the Faroes (believe it or not they are technically. 
Danish, which fact I also discovered in my hasty history lesson). 

On arriving in Copénhagen we were met by our charming contact-woman, Miss Beck, 

who had arranged everything for us at the other end and done it excellently, as we were 
to discover. Drinks were provided at.the hotel.as soon as we arrived and she was some- 

_ what disconcerted to discover that of the 36 of us only 9 were English enough to prefer 
tea to coffee! 

After a free day in Sibi most of us exceed from the journey and found our way 
round Copenhagen's broad streets most of us went to the Tivoli Gardens in the evening. 
Although a funfair.it undoubtedly has its own charm and should not be confused with . 
‘its brash, noisy and dusty British counterparts. 

On Monday we began the study part of our tour with a visit to Fredericksberg, an inde- 
pendent borough within greater Copenhagen. The central library building is not new 
(by Danish standards) being thirty years old. It has worn very well, however, and we were 
told that apart from lack of staff accommodation (four times what was catered for) it. 
serves its purpose "well. We met various services which were unusual in English eyes but 
which we met again, notably a far closer co-operation with the schools and teachers. This * 
included supply to the school libraries, advising on what textbooks should be used, buying 
and processing of same, storing and supplying class sets when required. 

Another illustration of this closeness was the special library for teachers consisting of 
all the new textbooks (provided by the publishers) plus many books on teaching. Five - 
rooms were available for meetings ranging from school classes to private organisations, 

2,400 had been held over the previous year. We also met X first time the uniform. 
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brown, blue, red and green-cloth bindings of ie ddigio Bibliotekscentralen (more of || ^ 
which anon). The appearance of the rather grim shelves was something we did not A 
entirely get used to. E. 

The Reference Library here is open 9. 00 hrs. to 22 00 hrs. weekdays and 13.00—18.00 . E. 
hrs. .on Sunday. When we expressed our surprise the librarian said it was her busiest day, , - 3 
'and surely à library should be open when the people were able to visit it? And who could 
say she was wrong in her ideal of public service? z 

The emphasis on Danish culture was illustrated here by a separate collection of Danish - e 
, classical literature in the standard editions (with notes etc). Another service the Reference * j 
Library provides is booklists on special subjects made up to request. These have been . “5 
produced for many years now and copies are available on request, some 5,000 being in | 
stock. This service has now been taken up by other libraries and there is now:a union list —, ‘ij 
of those available, two-thirds of which, we were proudly told, originated in Fredericksberg. E. 

There are various co-operative schemes bétween the library authorities in Copenhagen. 

There was a lamentable lack of co-operation in Greater Copenhagen before the 1964. Act 

— not even interavailability of tickets! But it is typical of their attitude of mind that after 

the passing of an Act there is rapid implementation. The schemes included a printed 3 
union catalogue of foreign books in stock; a collection of children's books in foreign 5E 
languages (750 titles so far) and 125 class sets of books not used every day. This last has E 
been a great success and 260 requests have been made for them! Plans have also been 
. laid for the production of subject catalogues and extending the foreign literature. catalogue 1 
backwards. a 
. Next to Copenhagen central library is a bookshop. They are numerous throughout the P. 
country; Odense, population 100,000, has 14. Here we were able to compare book prices. . b 
Again we came up against-the economic aspect. When one only has a potential market of : 
4$ million, books are bound to be more expensive. H. V. Morton's "Traveller in Spain" 
in Danish, soft covered, with no illustrations, was 32s. Penguin-type paperbacks are A 
regularly at least 2s. up on the English equivalents and a paperback copy of "Manden med 
den glyndne revolver” by that well-known Danish author Fleming costs 14s. 6d. 

Copenhagen library service has eight branches and ten -sub-branches, with eighty school. | 
libraries. It processes all books supplied, as do all central libraries, and issues five books E 
per head of population per annum. The central: library had from the beginning of the 
century until recently been housed "temporarily" in a church which had been shelled a | 
. hundred years earlier (Mrs. Brita Olsson, the deputy librarian, declined to go into details 4 


as to who had done the shelling, but my history book mentions a certain marauding E 
admiral named Nelson). Today the library rents a large new office block centrally situated <q 
which was not primarily designed for its present use but has been admirably adapted. E 

A 


Here we found subject departméntalisation, which is not common in Denmark, as most * 
central libraries are too small. The stock is divided into ten subject groups (Danish 
libraries use a simplified and amended form of Dewey). 

We were also given some details of the book-buying policy which is co-ordinated by  - 7" 
the Stock Editor. The policy is very strongly orientated towards the view. of libraries as A 
cultural and educational institutions. This is the uniform policy throughout Denmark; - E 
and is another of the fundamental differences in attitude between their view of public ^ 
libraries and our own. Lists of proposals are sent out to all librarians, and these are dis- 
cussed at fortnightly meetings. AH librarians (down to the newest recruit from library 
school) can influence the decision whether to purchase or not, about 2,000 of the 3,500 
titles annually published ‘being selected. "Doubtfuls" are voluntarily read by the librarians 
in their own time and reported upon. ; 

Here we found one of the main differences in viewpoint which were so salutory to our 
somewhat insular minds. The Danes do not make a sacred cow out of getting new books 
onto the shelves within days of publication. The advantages are many.- They can actually . 
wait for all the reviews to be available (and a reprint postal service helps this) before 
ordering copies. They wait for the demand rather than try to anticipate it. They actually 5 
select, rather than flounder, of course partly helped by the fact that the numbers are so 
many fewer. Also most of their publications are soft-covered and have to be bound first , 
anyway. Yet do we not sacrfice too much, and our readers expect too much? To be able 
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e. 
to compare and check reviews during book purchasing and later during stock revision , 
would be to make it so much easier. Why don't we? If they can have such a service in 
their small country it could be managed and would be more economic in ours. But if any 
overall impression was gained it was that they are sensible and organised. Of course, this el 
is partly due to economic necessity, but that does not gainsay the fact that they are 
eminently sensible. However, with regard to their view of libraries as primarily educationaf 
and cultural institutions; there are drawbacks. It was noticeable wherever we went, that the . 
libraries do not get anywhere near the use which we have in this country. This means 
that the librarians can get down to far more professional work; but the libraries tend to. 
prove the remark often made in this country in times of stress: “If only there wern't any 
readers, this library would function perfectly!” 

The best illustration of the Danes’ organisation is the Bibliotekscentralen, (which might * 
be translated as "Danish Library Bureau"). Fhis admirably sensible organisation produces 
everything from the Danish equivalent of B.N.B. and its cards (but better printed), to 
standard stationery and bibliographies, booklists, and pamphlets of every description which 
are bought by libraries all over the country. How much better than the messy typed or 
inadequately designed handouts most of them would be able to produce otherwise! 'The 
bureau also binds a large percentage of the library books bought, designs library furniture, 
devises new classification schemes and tests new ideas. On the whole it is self-supporting, 
and non-profitmaking, but does receive government grants for special projects. No doubt 
it will one day be the home of a computer serving all the libraries of Denmark. Of course, 
there are dangers inherent in a monopolist organisation which Danish commonsense fore- 
stalls 9595 of the time. Even so, I never did get used to those standard bindings, with ` 
author and title (admittedly always legible) at regulation height, which made the shelves 
look very glum. 

The State Inspection of libraries has been carried out since 1928 and our meeting with 
the inspectors helped us to fil! in more of the background to our study. There are now 
twelve, including six seniors and five specializing consultants — as the work has evolved, 
the coercive measures have decreased and been replaced by far more advisory work. They ' 
visit the libraries more when they are asked than as part of an inspecting routine. Their 
work includes keeping an eye on appointments of staff (though they have no legal powers 
to influence appointments committees) and advising and corresponding with the Ministry 
of Education under whose authority they are. This work included a survey of Danish | 

. library methods carried out in 1961/2 and resulted in the present Act of 1964. Some of 
them also lecture from time to time at the State Library School. 


-This was also on our itinerary, but far from familiar. We found a bright building in a 
quiet suburb whose roads were lined with trees and whose gardens were full of flowers. 
The throes of reorganisation and rationalisation has also hit this section of the Danish 
Library Scene. By the end of the '60's the new Act will create many new jobs for which 
there are at present no librarians available. The new course is of four years duration and 

"was given to us in some detail. It may include work in a model library within the school 
premises; the usual library studies; exams in three of four languages: English, German, 
French and Russian; studies in adult education; psychology; public relations; and reading 
` techniques. l ' ; 
Here we tnet, as elsewhere, lavish Danish hospitality which one would be hard put to 
match in England. In fact this welcome was universal, and our consumption of smorrbrod 
and Pilsner (and sherry too) was much up on the average. , 
Our last stop within Copenhagen itself was the Royal Library, reminiscent in ponderous 
building, cast-ironwork and solid bookcases of our own equivalent, the B.M. It has been 
a copyright library since 1697, and has specialised in the humanities since 1927. It will 
'Jend any book, other than those in Danish, and 9596 of these foreign publications are  * 
selected by its own staff. The catalogue seemed staggeringly archaic. 1 couldn't fathom its 
complexities, but it seemed to be in three parts and written by hand. In 1950 they began 
a new catalogue, but I'm afraid they will be dogged by the old one for a couple of hundred 
years yet. ——— l 
In going through the various departments we were shown many of the library's 
treasures, from its Gutenberg to William Morris. It has a pagficularly strong collection of 
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Oriental manuscrípts, many of them unique, brought home by intrepid Danish es 


The Keeper of the Oriental Section imparting much of his enthusiasm and excellent ¢ 


English showed us many of his treasures, including a Tibetan book printed in”i957 from 
woodblocks cut about 1450! ‘The overall impression was of a library doing valiant work 
while battling against great difficulties. 

Using Copenhagen as our base we visited Lyngby-Taarbaek music library, which is in 
a simple but friendly 18th century house. Until the new Act there was no provision for 


the loan of gramophone records, but this did not prevent the building up of a reference - 


stock of records and the provision of listening facilities in the form of stereo headphones 


controlled from the librarian’s desk. How much more economic these are than all the space ' 


taken up by listening booths with varying degrees of soundproofedness! .To have the 
Beatles in stereo inside one's head, as it were, ds quite an experience, I can assure you. 

The library also provides rooms and equiptñent for music societies and still maintains 
a reference stock of records (how many ofethose are there in Britain?). The lending stock 
is now being built up and checking is strict. Styli are checked every month if sapphire, 
and six months if diamond. This is done by the local dealer. Fines are at the rate of 5s. 
for a scratch under a centimetre long and replacement above this with 2% of cost price 
knocked off for each previous issue. There are now 2,400 lending works and the issues 
run at 32,000. The population of the borough is 65,000. There is a staff of 6. 

A series of concerts are run by the staff and advertised in the local paper. Scores and 
books are also available, of course, and the building also houses an art collection and a 
large collection of cuttings and colour slides. 

Travelling further up the couatry through the beech woods reminiscent of England, we 
came to Fredericksborg central library at Hillerod, the first example of a really new 


building we had seen. It was no disappointment. As we were to find elsewhere, the floors 


were light grey and the walls and ceiling white. The whole library is on one floor and on 
the open plan principle. Facing the reader as he enters is the counter; to the left the 
children’s departments, to the right the Periodicals Department and Reference Library, 
looking out on a paved courtyard with sculpture and a pond. These are divided from the 
Lending by bookshelves and the catalogue. 

In the entrance foyer are original paintings which are regularly changed. The Danes are 


‘far more aware of (and buy) original works of art than is common in Britain. This library, 


for example, had two large Aubusson tapestries which faced each other along the length 
of the building. These were of bold abstract design executed by a Danish artist, and 
bought, with the aid of a grant, for £5,000. 

The building. cost £23,000 to equip. .This indudes- a music section costing £10,000, 
with earphones in both the Children's department and in a listening room for adults. 
Four programmes are available simultaneously and are controlled by the librarian. There 


“are three study rooms, one with a projector; also accommodation for a class in the Junior - 


library. The issues are 14 per head of population (which is 20,000). There are no plans 
for the loan of records. 

An interesting minor feature was the subject guides in bold white dar on black 
plastic (but not including class numbers) which hang from the: ceiling. Several of these 


. hung below the other or the Venetian blind principle but were easily interchangable as 


they were joined together by hooks and eyes. The idea for these had come from Hollerod 
during the planning stage. They were tested by Bibliotekscentralen and are now in pro- 
duction there. 

The handout we were given gave us rather more statistical detail than we found in many 


places — there is no obsession with numbers as is common in Britain. The answer to’ 


"How many?" was almost invariably, ' "Very many," “A few." The stock consists of 


55,000 adult and 33,000 junior books. Lending has 270 sq. metres and there is shelving 


for 16,000 volumes. The staff consists of nine librarians (two for the Junior Library), 
five clerks, one student clerk, six desk assistants and schoolchildren who do shelving for 
eighty hours a: week. Bibliotekscentralen' s printed card service is used, and mof altered. 
This is used almost universally and nowhere did we.find it “adjusted.” 

Taking the rest of the day off, we continued up the coast to the Louisiana Museum of 
modern art which is in a superb modern building in surrpundings of great and- quiet 
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beauty, that overlook the Sound leading to the Baltic. As to the art, I wóuldn't know 
about that. We travelled on to Elsinore, a castle which, far from being a gloomy medieval 
pile is a spired and windowed renaissance palace with zig-zag earthworks. Hamlet was a 
renaissance prince, I remember being told, but an adjustment is necessary’ to reconcile 

' this castle with the shipbuilding yard on the other side of the road. 

After four days we reluctantly left fair Copenhagen with its broad streets, tolerable 
traffic, well-drilled pedestrians, flowers, canals which -reminded me of Amsterdam, fine 
shops, public transport that is frequent, and eleven postal collections a day. 

Pausing in our journey to Odense we saw Roskilde library which seemed to me to have 
a strong Japanese influence. It is a pantile one-storey building set round a cobbled court- 
yard — the entrance to this from the stseet being through a wooden colonnade revealing 
the rafter of the roof above. Having now'sgen more rural building it is true to say it is 
also eminently Scandinavian. TE 

We were taken first to the lecture hall which acts as exhibition hall as well (there was 
a collection of modern paintings on show at the time). The floor was of wood and rather 
noisy but the lavish use of natural light and the bold Japanese lantern type of lampshades 
hanging from the ceiling gave the general impression of another pleasant bright building, 
which was not dissipated in our conducted tour. 

In the Lending Department we met the under-counter photocharging machines again. 
How much more pleasant it is to be able to see the assistant serving one. The shelving 
capacity is 25,000 volumes, but this is at the expense of shelving which is, by modern 
British thinking, too high. Again the decor was grey and white, but this was broken by 
bold wide-checked orange curtains and light fittings close to a ceiling also orange in colour. 

In the Junior Library we found a few of the youngest children’s books with laminated 
covers, and although we found a spattering of these elsewhere they are far from common. 
In the excavated basement are the stacks (as clean and spotless as all those in all Den- 
mark); study rooms; a music room with speakers and outlets for earphones; a room for 
the local collection; and the “fairy-tale room” which had bright red, white and blue 
vertically striped curtains on all the walls. 

A mistake which was made in the design of the building was the fact that although 
the public can go through the Periodicals and Study areas (looking out onto the court- 
yard) to the Reference Library, the staff either have to go through other offices’ to get 
there or out and round via this other route. No separate private passage was allowed for 
circulation through the staff area. Another fact is that due to the new Act the cataloguing 





room is too small (this we found elsewhere also). . qut 
We had a chance here to speak to the County Librarian, who invited us to his office, = 
thinking only one or two would be interested, and found himself inundated by the whole PE 
party! Anyway, having squeezed ourselves up we were much enlightened by his exposition. E 
Apart from Copenhagen there are few large towns in Denmark. Historica] development M 
has allowed every community (village, small town) to be its own independent library LR 
authority. In Denmark there are over 1,000 cf these (population, you may remember, 4% E 
million). Most of these are largely run by the local schoolteachers who voluntarily open AM 
the libraries so many hours a week (they are génerally housed in the school building). E 
These teachers have been on short librarianship courses and are well paid for the hours COR 
they are open. (17s. per hour or 29s. if they have done it for ten years — however, one P 
must not forget that when there is only one of you there is quite a bit of work to. be A 
done after hours.) e 
The "county library" acts in an advisory capacity only to these little libraries within E 
its “county” area. Roskilde County is fairly compact, it being only twenty miles to the l 4 
furthest library. The keenness of the part-timers seems to be phenomenal. At the last book EC 
advisory/selection meeting seventy-nine people turned up (in their own time, of course). E 
The library also supplies books when requested and Roskilde also has a van which ES 
deposits collections on long loan. Nine of the thirty parish libraries serve populations of ds 
under 1,000. The minimum standard of stock provision is 2,000 adult books and ten ^ x 
volumes per head for schoolchildren, and three issues per year per head of population. MS 
These are being raised. d EC 
With the rationalisation programme now under way, a great deal of reorganisation 3 
` : P 
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into larger units is going on. The new Libraries Act stipulates that independent libraries 
serving more than 5,000 people must have a full-time qualified librarian, which is why 
the State Library School is expanding to accommodate 1,000 students. Many parish 
libraries run by teacher/librarians are being amalgamated under qualified librarians. 
Several county libraries are being joined together. Local government reorganisation in the 
future will create fewer and larger authorities. This is one area of librarianship where 
we are ahead, and the Danes knew it. 


^ 
Before travelling on we visited the cathedra! where are buried many of Denmark's kings. 
Their chapels are guarded by gates of wrought ironwork of marvellous complexity and 


they lie in their sarcophagi of marble or draped in black velvet with their swords laid 
on them. . 


At Odense we found the library housed in«“building of "outstanding historic interest.” 
It is an old convert, part of the cathedral Precinct. The city library has recently taken over 
the old cathedral library, which was added to the catalogue and is now stored in the base- 
ment of a branch. The old building, which has a long and fascinating story, is being 
converted for the use of the cataloguing department. This will service the whole county. 
No ‘interior alterations are allowed (but this doesn't prevent the stack from being spotless). 
However, we found a library bubbling with activity, which just shows how important 
people are. This is the busiest library in Denmark with an issue of 12,000 per week, and 
their method of coping with overdues deserves a mention in despatches. 


By using a Recordak reader-printer they are able to deal with their overdues and those 
of four branches at the rate of about 150 a day, with one member of staff. This machine 
automatically runs through a microfilm, (they have photocharging) as fast as one can reel 
by hand on an ordinary reader. When an offending overdue is shown on the screen the 
assistant sets the machine to print and while a copy is being made, the assistant can go on 
to find the next overdue. The photostat copies which give full author and title as well 
as reader's name and address, are folded and put into a window envelope with the reader's 
name showing. Overdues are sent after the first week when’ fines are at 3s., after three 
weeks the second overdue is sent and fines have risen to 5s. 

In the Lending Department there are always three librarians on duty, (all departments 
help in this work). The actual lending ‘staff consists of three librarians and five clerks. 
From my own point of view this was most interesting as it most nearly compared with 
my own library, but unfortunately 1 was unable to go through their methods with a fine 
toothcomb as it was their half-closing day (Saturday!). In the Reference Department we 
found a catalogue of periodical articles and a file of cuttings from magazines, etc., housed 


in envelopes with details of source on the front. These are kept for ten years. They do- 


not index the local newspaper as Roskilde does. There was recently a campaign to pub- 
licize their services in which they sent out to all firms in Odense a sticker to put on the 
telephone with the slogan “Ring and ask.” The result was a jammed switchboard, but it 
has now settled down and resulted in a much higher percentage of phone enquiries. 

Walking through a lovely little park past a statue representing The Swan Princes from 
Hans Anderson and over a little bridge we came to the Junior Library housed in a 
(Danish equivalent of Victorian) villa which looked out over the park. Here in the hall 
below the Lendiñg Department we were regaled with a Civic Luncheon and an entertaining 
summary of the work of Odense libraries by the Deputy Librarian, Mr. Norsker. He began 
by saying that in preparation for this speech the night before he had begun to read a 
glossary of English library terms, but having got to dog’s ears in a book he gave up! 

He mentioned the new University of Odense (Denmark's third) and said he hoped that 
the students’ tickets would be inter-available (Copenhagen has a similar close contact with 
the College of Technology close by). Odense itself is a city of 100,000 people but the 
county it serves has 200,000 more and stretches for forty miles. There are close links, as 
usual, with all the schools, also the hospitals and a veterans’ home have libraries and there 
are also separate Commercial and Technical Libraries. — 

For those who were still willing for more, the departmental librarians were available 


after our feast. Mr. Norsker took a group of us, together with Mrs. Nielsen, the branch ` 


librarian, to see Hunderup branch, The colour scheme here was Mrs. Nielsen's own — 
ochre walls with crimson curtains — but she had wanted something bolder. She also ran 
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Critical Path Ai Problems and Solutions 
K. G. Lockyer, BSc, AMIBE, AMIERE: 


A series of exercises designed to give practice in call aspects of network 
drawing and analysis. 17s 6d net 


Elements of Electrical Power Station Deio 
M. V. Deshpande 


This is a lucid and full treatment of the preliminary design of the 
different types of power station? involving the choice of size and type 
of equipment, specification of eq&pment, basic dimensions and general 
layout and the economic principles.» 45s net 


Structural Analysis of Beanis and Slabs 


J. Hahn Translated by C. V. Amerongen 


This book is intended primarily for the practising structural designer, 
but it is no mere Bolle ction of formulae and. tables, The methods 
employed are derived from elementary principles, and the student, too, 
will find in. it much that will help clarify his ideas and deepen his 
insight. 70s net 


Hydraulics Applied to Underground Mining - 


Machinery. 


W. Buchanan 


- 


The book which is liberally illustrated, wil be welcomed by HNC 


Degree and Diploma students and the newer mechanical staff in the 
Nationa! Coal Board and. Mining Industry. 75s net 


A Concise Organic Chemistry | . & 
R. J. Cremlyn : 


This book summarizes the methods of preparation and the chief re- 
actions of aliphatic and.aromatic compounds basically by means, of 
flow charts. The book covers the work required for GCE “A” Level 
and.Scholarship examinations, Part 1.of the London University BSc 
(General) Degree, and the ONC in emita 35s net 


Silicon and Germanium Power Rectifier 
Technology 


Robert Wells > 


A book covering the production testing of diodes; the electrical design’ 
of rectifier equipments; protection and cooling; performance analysis. 
of equipments with all the commonly used transformer and reactor 
configurations;, and the testing of complete equipment. 47s 6d net 


Physical Laboratory Handbook 
Translated, revised and enlarged "by W. Summer 


This book is basically a translation of.a well-known German os and 
is essential reading and reference for physical laboratory workers in 
industry, schools and universities. 85s. net 


-Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons Ltd 
39 Parker Street, London WC2 
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her own changing art exhibition and had several pieces of sculpture and ceramics displayed. 

We were shown this building particularly, because it was an illustration of something 
it is hoped will be overcome. The library is in the same building as a school and only a 
wall and a locked door divides it from the school’s own library. There has so, far been no 
amalgamation and little co-operation ! ` 

Moving on to the main hospital (this is the medical faculty of the new University) in 
taxis paid for by the council, we found no dreary affliction-laden building, but a brand 
new block with doors which opened automatically as one approached. Within, the i impres- 
sion of an airport terminal building was enhanced. The whole of the ground floor is a. 
reception area with a shop selling flowers, fruit, etc., a waiting area with easy chairs 
looking onto a grass space, the library and a cafeteria. The architect had a bit too much 
say in the design of the library (the wooden shelves are six metres long). The service 
covers seven hospitals and two and a half lidfarians visit the wards twice a week. This 
library is open for walking patients and £lsb serves the nurses with professional books 
(the doctors have their own library, which they will not allow the nurses to use). We also 
noticed a bibliography of books with large and clear print (produced by Biblioteks- 
centralen). 


Our hosts then acted as guides, taking us back to the town centre and the Hans 
Andersen Museum. Some of us toured the house and particularly enjoyed the exhibition 
of editions of his fairy tales from every clime. It incidentally makes study of book design : 
and the art of illustration a most enjoyable experience. The natives, having seen the 
exhibition before, joined the rest of the group for a two hours’ conversation which effec- 
tively finished off their half day. 


In the evening a group of us went to see “Arabesque” (in English) at the cinema whilst 
others went to see “La Belle Helene” (in Danish) at the local theatre. The standard was 
remarkably high with very slick production and a very good standard of singing and 
orchestral playing. It was visually very funny, but we had the vague impression that we 
were missing a lot of the verbal jokes. In Copenhagen we had been to the Royal Theatre 
where a mixed programme of ballet and opera was also a bit above us. This was particu- 
larly true of the opera, a new work by Poul Rovsing Olsen called “Belisa” from a play 
by Lorca, which title we couldn't translate. The musical style was exceedingly “modern,” 
but the composer used it well and I recommend any keen ‘musician to bear his name in 
mind. 

Moving on, we arrived in Silkeborg at Sunday lunchtime and spent the afternoon 
wandering around this charming little town which has grown up in the last hundred years. 
It is bounded on all sides by lakes and forests which have not been spoilt by industrial 
development and urban sprawl. We were invited for the evening to the homes of the 
Borough Librarian, Mr. Skov and his Children’s Librarian, Mrs. Brondum. This hos- : 
pitality was much appreciated and I shall long remember the charming librarian and his 
wife who have so happily blended modern art and carefully collected antiques in their cosy 
«study and living room, (and were prepared to risk the lot in the hands of eighteen tight- 
lipped and taciturn Engelske biblioteksfolk — not that we were, but they couldn't know 
that in advance). 

The next day we were back on our palesani rounds sad were greeted by Mr. Skov 
at-his Central Library. The town has a population of 26,000 and the library acts as a 
county library serving 23 parish libraries (two years ago it was 30, but rationalisation is 
being carried out voluntarily and is forestalling legislation which will inevitably come). 
The- building is not new and is in many ways cramped. The-annual budget is £50,000 
and the staff consists of eleven librarians, five students, six clerks, also school librarians 
and non-professional help. In the next financial year the Librarian hopes to add one more 
professional member. to establishment to act as deputy county librarian with special respon- 
sibility for children’s libraries. 

The reading room takes twenty-five daily papers and 250 periodicals. The Lending - 
Library is a new wing, built in 1957 as the consequence of a fire — the building must 
indeed have been cramped before this addition. Of particular interest in the services pro- 
vided was the centre for teachers, student-teachers (there are two colleges close by) and 
teacher-librarians. This has books and journals on teaching «and educational magazines 
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roe children; new textbooks available from the publishers and machines with possible 
applications to schools on loan from the respective manufacturers. Students come regularly 
from the colleges both for lessons and just: to study, although each training college has its 
own library also. 

Having covered this building we set out on a tour of the countryside. This took in a 
small suburban branch on the outskirts of the town which had interesting shelving of a 


_ make I had not seen before, being constructed of both wood and metal. Although it was 


so small it had a “garderobe” for left coats, a feature which all libraries have. 

Moving on we saw both an old branch in one room which housed 3-4,000 books and a 
T.V. set: a new one. As with a great majority «of these rural centres they were in 
schools. The new one was a large and well-lit room with Reska shelving and a very bold 
colour scheme of green-blue walls on threeWjdes and plum on the fourth with bright orange 
curtains, (it worked too!). This had tables nd seats for thirty and was used for library 


classes by the school, but we were surprised to see it was open to the public only two , 


hours on two evenings a week. 

After a lunch which included a particularly potent local beer we merrily visited two 
more branches then gave up for the day and went on by coach to "Sky Mountain" which 
is Denmark's highest point (all 450 feet of it). Actually it does seem remarkably high but 
unfortunately visibility was not good. Travelling on through thickly wooded, then rolling 
countryside we finished up at our last halting place, Aarhus. 

This city is, I'm afraid, not the prettiest in Denmark. The only things which save it 
from being nondescript are the gay fountains. 

In the morning of our last day we visited the University which lends to all the public 
libraries outside Copenhagen as well as performing ¡ts many scholarly activities. Copyright 
law in Denmark demands two deposit copies. The Royal Library has one, Aarhus has the 
other: The library takes 6,300 foreign periodicals and the medical department, one of the 
seventy specialised departments, takes another 3,000. 

We were introduced to their ‘periodicals circle’ which has been built up over a number 
of years. This is partly necessary to help the many professional people in the rural areas 
of Denmark, but there is no reason why it could not be used anywhere else. At the 
beginning of the year a pamphlet is sent out to interested people saying what periodicals 
are available through the service. They request those they wish and pay a subscription. 
The periodical is then posted to them in a padded envelope which has a series of names 
and addresses printed down it. After ten days the subscriber puts a new stamp on it, 
crosses out his own address and puts it in the post, where it goes off to the ‘next person 
on the list, who does likewise. It works alright in Denmark! ! 

We saw various departments here and enjoyed a fine view of the harbour and sea from 


"the top of the bookstack — 17 storeys and each as clean as a new pin. We were also 


demonstrated the system of pneumatic tubes and book hoists which swiftly carry messages 
up and books down to the central clearing room. - 

In the afternoon we set off by coach, and having circled the broad bay came through 
fine and quietly rolling rich farmland dotted with white farmhouses to the Mols district 
of Jutland. Here we visited the mobile library which is one of the only two in all Den- 
mark, but which may well be the first of many. It is a Dormobile size van and it tours 
the district, stopping from between fifteen minutes to an hour and covers four different 
routes in a week. The vehicle itself is of German make and takes 1,400 books and has 
only been on the road since April. At the back is a broad window and a seat, the readers 
entering from the front, there is-also natural light from the ceiling. It carries no children’s 
books, other than a kinderbox, because all the children come into the school which acts 
as its base and has a branch library as well. At night the mobile library is parked outside 
the school and as it has no garage is plugged into the.school's electricity to keep it warm. 
During the day it is heated from the batteries. 

Mr. Laurensen, the County Librarian from Aarhus who had set up the service, acted as 
our guide, and at the school we met the two teacher-librarians who run the service, both 
young, keen and charming (which goes without saying). Having finished our professional 
visit, we toured the school which has only been opened a month. It seemed to us to be 
eats appointed. 
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The main classrooms look out across playing fields and farmland to a line of low hills 
reminding me of the Sussex uplands. «In the needlework room were electric sewing 
_ machines, electric ovens for domestic ‘science, a fine carpentry workship and next to it 
three mounted motor engines for instruction and practice. We rapidly became envious of * 
the children receiving all this, remembering our own dreary days, but perhaps it was a 
bit unfair to compare this with our own, war-shadowed schooling. I don't know whether 
modern ‘British school buildings compare favourably or Dot. : 


Turning our thoughts towards home we came back through the quiet undulating 
countryside, which some say is.the most beautiful in Denmark. The farms stand in the ' 
midst of their fields and; as is usual; "are one-storeyed, built round three sides of the yard 
and often protected by a few trees behind pt be sloping roof. The harvest was largély- 


cut and the open fields are broken by chimpg6f beech. In a ee was the iio 
bay. 


Now back in England I'm writing this, and trying to- summarise two "weeks in a para- 
graph. First, there- were our' two jolly leaders, Sheila Wilson and Peter Davis, who have 
reason to congratulate themselves on organising our tour, which ran smoothly throughout. 
The only hitch was a nasty few moments with an officious German immigration man but 
that wasn't their. fault. Then there was our own party which, strongly laced with northern 
(female) charm soon formed into a cohesive whole. And ‘of course the Danes made it 
seem easy. How dreary any library would be with dreary librarians! They all speak fluent 
English (which put us all to shame) but without exception referred’ to ‘a library building 
as a house. The language itself has a Liverpudlian lilt and stresses one syllable while 
swallowing the preceding three. Few of them are flaxen-haired and none of them six 
feet tall, They are sensible, organised, but not regimented. And how pleasant it is to 
visit a clean bright- -flower-conscious country which does not have 200 many people, 
Perhaps that is the secret of their que natural charm.. 
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P | EXPERIMENT ? 
A booklist compiled by C. R. Hall, A.L.A., Regional Librarian, Portway, 


Warminster, Wilts., and originally published by Wiltshire County Library in 
September [966. (Reprinted by permission). 


Do you like a good novel, but do not know how to find one? This list is offered in 
the hope that it may help those who are bold enough to want to experiment, but uncertain 
where to start. It is not expected that any one reader will enjoy every book mentioned, 
but perhaps there will at least be something worthwhile for those who wish to get "out 
of a rut." 


Books in this list are divided into tho% .of fairly popular and those of more limited 
appeal, the latter group sub-divided into books most likely to appeal to men, women 
and both. 


BOOKS OF GENERAL APPEAL 


GEORGE FRIEL. The bank of time. - 

Certainly among the best novels of the last ten years and is thought by the compiler to 
be the best in this list. The book is outstanding. for its quiet honesty and sense of reality 
as opposed to the slick, shallow outlook of many current novelists. The story is of three 
brothers more or less abandoned to grow up by themselves. The style of writing is decep- 
tively simple. 

Sip CHAPLIN. The day of the sardine. 

The watchers and the watched. 
Novels similar to Friel's “The bank of time" but with more local colour (set in the 
industrial north-east). The plot concerns the problems of ordinary but highly indivi- 
dualistic young people. 

MAUREEN Durrv. The single eye. 

Basically a story about a man, a girl and a camera. It is recommended for those who 
particularly want to get away from novels with cliche plots. 

MAUREEN Durry. Thats how it was. 

A less satisfactory novel but it is mentioned here because part of it ís set in a grammar 
school in war-time Wiltshire, the authoress having lived locally as an evacuee. 

JaMES BARLOW. This side of the sky. 

This story of a repertory actress and an American major in Strategic Air Command is 
also set in Wiltshire. The author seems to have gone to some pains to make his account 
of modern flying seem authentic. 

ELLEN RYDER. The red baize door. 

A wel written though appalling story of a woman who by her fundamental character 
can only bring ultimate unhappiness to others. 

WINSTON GRAHAM. After the act. f 

The story of a writer who owes much of his success to an older woman he has married. 


On falling in love with a young girl he impetuously murders his wife and is then con- . 


fronted with the problem of how to live with the consequences of what he has done and 
make a new way of life. 

Winston Graham is scarcely a new author, and one normally associates him with the 
“Poldark” series of historical novels, but “After the act” is so different from his previous 
work that it is as if he had become a new author. 


Recommended novels by American women include:— 


‘ELIZABETH JANEWAY. Accident on Route 37. 

The novel tells how eight people’s lives are affected ns à tycoon's young son per- 
manently cripples his friend ín a car crash. The writing has an unsentimental yet highly 
sensitive quality that reminds one of Irwin Shaw at his best. Those who enjoy it may 
enjoy her other two nove]s, "Leaving home" and "The third choice." 
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ALISON LURIE. 'Love and friendship. ° 


x 


A portrait of the wife of an American university lecturer who has an affair with one 


of her husband's colleagues. It is well-written, but not for those who are easily shocked. 
This is even more true of her “The nowhere city,” set in Los Angeles. 


Two British women novelists recommended are Elizabeth Holland and Helen Foley. 


ELIZABETH HOLLAND. House by the sea. 

A story of a secretary living by herself in Edinburgh. Sculpture becomes as ponani 
to her as photography to,the hero and heroine of Maureen Duffy's "The single eye.” It 
is-a very gentle yet shrewd noyel particularly suited to anyone on ine rebound from books 
with more sordid plots. 


HELEN FoLEv. Handful of time. 

This novel is a brilliant study of two girls Jt Cambridge during the second world wat. 
Those who are old enough will appreciate -how well the feel of the period is evoked. 
Basically it is the story of how two girls, one conventionally minded, the other not, affect 
each other's lives. Together with George Friel's "The bank of time” it deserves to be 
regarded as one of the major novels of the past decade. 


During the last ten years there have been quite a few novels about life in secondary 
modern schools or their nearest American equivalent. Too many have characters who seem 
to be stereo-typed hereos or incredible, criminal monsters. Perhaps the most readable of 
the- better novels of this kind is:— ae: i 


James BARLOW. Term of trial. 
The book may have some remarkably likeable and unlikeable people but at least they 
are credible as human beings. s 


A more normal story of a secondary modern school occurs in: — 


' CHRISTOPHER LEACH. The long play. 

This novel is set in London, S.E. The dust jacket leads one to, ae one of those 
sensationalist exposures of brutality ina “blackboard jungle." While there is cruelty in 
the book there is also warmth, and the boys, masters and their families seem real, and 
interesting. 


A: Canadian novelist whose work is worth reading is:— 


MORLEY CALLAGHAN. The loved and the lost. 
This is a story of how an attractive girl's friendliness to those around her (eae to 
jealousy, hatred, and finally to tragedy. 


JMOoRLEY CALLAGHAN. The many coloured coat. : 

In this story the chief character is a young man who appears to have everything he 
wants, but in his case too, his friendliness and helpfulness start a chain of events, including 
a court case and a suicide, that bring about the end of all his hopes for the future. 

Morley Callaghan writes with sympathy and understanding of his characters and their 
effects upon one another. 


BOOKS ONLY LIKELY TO APPEAL 
TO PEOPLE OF PARTICULAR INTERESTS 


Likely to interest both men and women: — 


JAMES MACNAMEE. Florencia Bay. 

This is a most unusual novel, light, unsophisticated, yet serious. It is the story of a 
prospector in a remote part of Canada who is trapped into marrying a Red Indian girl. 
For all her high heels and stockings she is still a primitive savage who may easily 
murder him in his sleep if he does not propose, tó say nothing of the rest of the tribe 
who are behind this “bow-and-arrow” wedding! 


For those who like macabre stories there are two outstanding ones by Shirley Jaden 
and a good one by Ray Bradbury: 


. 
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E SHIRLEY JACKSON. The haunting of Hill House. 


This is surely the best ghost story of thé past decade. It is quite as good as M. R. James's 


work and is a full length novel, a rarity with this sort of plot — really horrible. 


SHIRLEY JACKSON. We have always lived in a castle.. 

This ts also set in a remote, decaying New England house. It is the story of the three 
. survivors of a mass family poisoning and how they live on at the house, hated and jeered 
at by the villagers who guess that one of the three of them is the poisoner. The plot is 
emphatically 20£ of the crime thriller type. No poisonings occur during the action of the 
plot, but other things do. In both these novels ud Jackson displays her talent for 
catching the feel of fear in words. 


Ray BRADBURY. Something wicked this: way comes. 

A departure from the author's sua Ngene fiction, being concerned with the super- 
natural. There is something spine-chilling Bhput this story of a carnival which arrives in 
town in the middle of the night, and during its short stay changes the lives of thosé who 


visit it and teaches more about themselves than perhaps they care to know. This book is ` 


for the reader who enjoys a really out-of-the-ordinary story. 


The minority who like to read really unhappy stories may appreciate two Scottish 
novels : — 

Jouw QuicrEv. The bitter.lollipop. 

A very bitter book about a tough young journalist and a doctor's wife. It takes an 
exceptionally savage view of religion. i 


A gentler but sadder novel by the same author is: — 


JOHN QuicLEY. To remember with tears. 
It is about a Scottish island community fast declining as younger people leave to work 
‘elsewhere. The plot is relieved in places by some very amusing incidents. 


Those who like novels to reflect the big things happening in the world around them 
rather than just the lives of a few individuals might enjoy Allen Drury's writing about 
the U.S.A. and the United Nations or Margaret Laurence's writing set in Ghana. 


ALLEN Drury. Advise and consent. 

This is a novel about the President, Senators and Congressmen of the United States 
by the Washington correspondent of the New York Times. This may not sound very 
promising material for what is an unusually long-novel but for anyone interested in world 
politics it is remarkably exciting. There is a sequel “Shade of difference’ concerning ‘the 
racial problems in the United: States and the intrigues within U.N.O. It is not quite as 
well done as the first novel, but is worth reading. : 


MARGARET LAURENCE. This side Jordan. 

This novel is set in Ghana just before independence. The book paints a vivid picture. 
of the difficulties encountered in any colony nearing its freedom and the authoress shows 
how easy it is at a time like this when feelings run high for even the best-intentioned 


of both races to make mistakes. The novel should interest readers who try to understand 


the motives of people whose backgrounds differ widely from their own. 


MARGARET LAURENCE. The tomorrow tamer. 

A collection of short stories which also show the great but largely mistaken hopes of 
those who look to the first day of freedom as the beginning of a golden age. 

Of limited appeal, but more likely to interest women are: — 

HELEN FoLEY. The traverse. 

This is about the family of a climber during his absence; about his wife, two adolescent 
step-children- and girl -paying-guest; a serious but at times humourous study of life 
without father. 


Two novels very light in style but not in content are:— 
R. E. DELDERFIELD. There was a fair maid dwelling. 
The unjust skies. 
The second is a sequel to the first and both are about a young couple immediately 
before.and during the Second World War. 
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A very different and "heavier" sort of novel is:— _ e. 


r 


BERNARDINE BISHOP. Playing house. 
The appeal of this novel is bound to be restricted because, although the basic plot is 
interesting, much of the novel is concerned with probing into the hidden' motives of the 


characters in a way that will probably make readers either definitely like or dislike it. 


The plot centres on a girl who lives vicariously through her re-married sister to such 
an extent that she tries to get a young man to break her sister's marriage. i 

There is an unusual volume of short stories by a writer who, is well known for travel 
books.  - 

DARRELL BATES. A sing for quails, ` 

The-first story is setin Africa and the.rest have. tropical or Mediterranean backgrounds. 
Most of the stories, sensitively written, are concgened with loneliness and the way people 
come to terms with it. 


Of limited appeal but more likely to intern men are:— 

MICHAEL BURGESS. Mister. . 

An outstanding novel for those nal in life in British prisons. ` Though presented _ 
as fiction it stays in the mind as fact. The main character is a prison warder caught in an 
institutional web of "buck-passing" and lies. What happens to him, his fellow. warders 


and the prisoners is “shocking but horribly convincing. Anyone about-to do anything that |. 


could earn them a major prison sentence would do well to ed this! 


Don ROBSON. Young and sensitive. 

Won an award in 1963 for the best book written by someone in prison, but have the 
connection with the previous novel ends completely. “Young and sensitive" reminds one 
of D. H. Lawrence's "Sons and lovers" but it has not the same stature and does not delve 
so deeply. Also, it tells: of a father-son-gir] relationship rather than á mother-son-girl 


relationship. The girl is a remarkable creation — despicable and pitiable at the same time. 
. This novel is not for the easily shocked. — ; ; ; 


This is also true of ;— l - B 

Rosin Cook. The. crust on its uppers. - j 

There have been a host of.slick, amoral, comic novels-in the tradition of ala Amis. 
Many are very poor things indeed, but ' "The crust on its uppers” stands out above them 
in this field because of its “astonishing narrative and dialogue in “morrie” slang which 
requires reference to a helpful three page glossary. At first the book appears to be 
cynically humourous wih its portrayal of old-Etonian, ex-Sandhurst con-men and thieves, 
but when murderers and beaters-up appear, inevitably the book becomes: something rather 
different. - ; A ud 


RoBIN Cook. Bombe surprise.. 


' About an attempted fascist coup in, bond this is in a similar vein to “The crust on ' 


its uppers” but far less effective. : 
There is a series of cynically humourous novels about a door-to- dos salesman by : — 


JACK TREVOR STORY. Live now, pay later. - 

This is probably the best one to -try to see if you like them. The others are “Mix me 
a person,” “Something for nothing”. and “Urban district lover.” 

Matthew Finch writes humorous novels of a more gentle and less "éarthy" 
He has written many, but one would suggest trying for a start: as 


MATTHEW Finch. Hang your hat on a pension. ^ 

Jt is a study of the gentle art of "Jooking after number one" in Whitehall. 
Those who like humour without cynicism may prefer:— 

JOHN Winton. We joined the Navy (Dartmouth and after) 

or 


>? -= 


yari jety. 


. For more sophisticated tastes in humour the following make a pair of very amusing 
novels :— ; 
* WILLIAM BRINKLEY. The fun house. 
The two Susans.. . ye 
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Nino CULOTTA. They’ re a weird mob (about-Australian immigrants, in "Strine" slang). 


““Experiment ?’’ and Publicity 


Publicity proved unusually difficult to handle for our booklist. It seemed a worthwhile | 
publication, but the local press showed minimal interest. The next logical step, the local ` 


B.B.C. office did not even bother to acknowledge. The only remaining channels to the 
public were a series of "try ons" with the national press. We started with two. The 
Guardian didn't acknowledge either and they were our best hope because they had given 
good coverage to the difficulties of our Mobile Library in snowbound conditions a few 
years ago. On the other hand Mr. Edward Mace of the Observer "Briefing" gave us a 
simple sixteen line write- aii that completely tipped the publicity scales because of its 
choice of words. 


Within three weeks we had over 1,800 postal applications for the 90 remaining copies 
the day after the review appeared. Loo geaders took 90 off our stand and we were 
immediately out of print. 


Schools wanted it and had to be warned some of the books were probably unsuitable 
for children. People wrote asking for reading lists for children, teenagers and elderly 
relatives. At least forty of the applicants seemed to imagine that our list was some magic 
formula that would solve their reading problems for life! One dear old lady (or so I 
guess) from Sea Mills, Bristol asked for a list saying that it would be nice to read some- 
thing "free from sadism and sex perversion” and was sent a copy with the warning that 
it was probably not. She wrote back to say she had started getting the books from’ her 
local branch and was enjoying them anyway. Over fifty schools, libraries and institutions 


applied including two B.B.C. offices (but not our local one), and Radio Uganda, and when ` 


local television finally offered to put us on their news two weeks later our position was 
that of Dr. Samuel Johnson when confronted by the Earl of Chesterfield's offer, 


What can be concluded from the "Experiment?" affair? 


First, I think, that I need to attend a two-day intensive course on bow to get the right 
contacts and obtain publicity and above all get the right amount of publicity. The A.A.L.'s 


course this month on the "Making of a Librarian" organized by Mr. Bungay was a useful . 


example of how such a job can be tackled, especially its practical work and examples. 
Our top library schools seem the best place to turn to for a really fresh approach to our 


problems. I suspect publicity is one of the worst neglected fields in our professional - 


education. 


Secondly, and most important, I appear to have confirmed something that I have long ` 


suspected. To quote my reviewer, "The taste buds of librarians are underrated only - 


because they don't try to make themselves felt enough," and you have The Observer's 
permission to quote. 

Thirdly and following from this, why don't we all have a National Library Week 
Exhibition of all the mass of handouts available, invite readers to mark them up and have 
the L.A. collate the results and pass them to publishers. It might get us more power to 
get reprints and influence publishing. It might make more impression if all the material 
were gathered together in an exhibition in London rather than rely on local publicity 
efforts which can be of questionable effectiveness. 


Incidentally the list is out-of-print at 1,700 copies and will stay that way here! 
C. R. HALL, A.L.A., S/Regional Librarian, Warminster, W ilisbire. 


INCLUDING THE ADYERTS? 


R. R. Bowker Company has undertaken to reprint the Times Literary Supplement from 
its founding in 1902 up to and including 1964. There will be 63 volumes, each repre- 
senting a year of TLS. s. Á separate cumulative index to all these volumes is also planned 
by Bowker. 

21 volumes are due to appear each year from 1967 to 1969: 1923-43 is to be published 
in 1967; 1902-22 in 1968; and 1944-64 in 1969. 

The cost will be $33.60 (including postage) per volume, or $600 (including postage) 
per annum. It is not clear if this “record of the changing 20th century literary scene” 
will enable one to track down the careers of one's colleagues, or not, 
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SURVEY OF READERS’ ENQUIRIES TE ea 
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"This survey can be edad as a practical expression of ideas * ta: ha” found in “two 
articles by Frank Hatt, published in the Library Association Record, pp. .345-8, 1961 and’ 
| 11-16, .1963. The first “of. ‘these discusses: the function. of public libraries and - -urges the ^: ' 
need: to “find out more. about’ our readérs;" Mr. Hatt writes: "Readers are ia fact^com- 
 menting on the books they return, but only briefly: someone is behind them in the ,qüeue.: 
And: the assistants are- listening, "but they ^ cann: "record the comments for information. c 


These and other ideas emerged at the AA. Confeience in Northern. Ireland" in’ April y 
1965, at which’ Frank Hatt was one of the discussion. leaders. During.a Broup session, mes 
.contributions referred to the lack of available information on what happens when a reader ` 
_ visits’ his. public: library to make an enquiry for. a book or subject: (this was echoed'a few `- 
months later in conversation withthe. Head. of ‘the Loans Department at the NLL). One - -` 
‘delegate: suggested that-here was a field for a national investigation by, a social survey ` 
team, though she admitted that this would ‘take time and money. At this point, a ‘sudden `. 
and sash ` burst of. impatience on: my part led me to: suggest that. librarians. were, ` 
as well placed to conduct such a survey, that we were always saying "Let someone "else, 
do the job” and that I would bé willing to collect and edit the material if a sufficient 
number of people were. williñg. to take ` part. . . a 


~~ 


` Practical support was hard to come by at first but after appeals in the June: and August 
Assistant and also in Liaison, sixteen offers to help had been received. Meanwhile the . 
«details of the method to be-followed had beén' worked -dut,“añd at the June meeting of - 
AAL Council, a research. grant of £30"was approved. In October, the (then) GLD held.a 

- conference at Cliftonville, called “The Reader ‘centred library” which proved-to be an 
opportune testing ground since much of the discussion led. fo questions I was hoping the 
survey. would illuminate. Two further appeals in the October Liaison “and. November | 
Assistant: led to further pane dnd by C Christmas wol librarians were ACER taking. 
part... qi, , : . i 


” 


~ 
- Fr 


DESCRIPTION - E a An TC z "A 
At an. ete stage, the LA. Research Office: was contacted ‘to make sure that similar 
“work was not being conducted by someone else at the same time. I also.re-read the article 


by Mrs. S. Simsova on reading surveys, in the October, 1963 Assistant. ; 


Each. librarian taking part received a questionnaire asking about the library in which - 
he worked, and à set of notes .to indicate the information required. It was decided. that a. 
set form for each enquiry recorded: would be difficult to usé in the varying circumstances 
prevailing. in the different libraries, concerned, though in fact several librarians compiled. 
their own; using the notes as a basis. A closing date was fixed at March 31st, 1966 and 
most of.the contributions were compiled’ over a three month period during winter 1965-66, 


-Géogtaphical coverage was - remarkably^ good, considering that there had been no - - 
arrangement. of this factor. Six libraries were in London and the S.E.; three in the N.W., .. 
four in the Midlands and three in the South; two were in the S.W. and. ohe ‘each in the' ; 
North and East. : Unfortunately -no'one came forward from Wales or Scotland and a’. `- 
‘Northern Ireland volunteer had to drop out because. of pressure of work. There was one, . -> 
contribution from a children' s- Hii which shad to be excluded since theré was-no Pa 
for comparison. l i ` . ae 
A total of 2,026 enquiries was recorded. over the nine: ind period, of which 1 888. 
are included in the survey. Those excluded were mostly considered to be purely reference ` 7 
equities a field well covered from- Woodbine onwards. | T 
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LIBRARY PROFILES ' . 


To safeguard librarians and readers, all names of persons and places have been excluded. 


The letters representing each library were chosen entirely at random. 

KEY: (a) population group; (b) type of area; fc) type of community; (d) hours of opening; 
(e) bookstock; (f) issues p.a. (g) type of catalogue; (h) basic bibliographies held, ie. CBL, 
BBIP, Eng Cat, BNB, CBI, LLC, Sonn, BM Cat, BMSI., 

A Borough Central; (a) 150,000-200,000; (b) suburban area ‘with a small amount of industry; (c) 
population well mixed as far as wealth and .age are concerned, many commuters; (d) Mon. and 
Fri. 9,30-8, Tues, Wed, Thurs, 9.30-7, Sat. 9.30-5; (e) F. 15,000, NF 45,000; (f) 500,000; (g) Classi- 
fied sheaf catalogue; (only sheaf catalogue of all participating libraries) (h) all except BM Cat. 

B County branch; (a) 40-60,000 (80% increase since 1931); (b) urban arca with some industry; 
(c) lower middle class; (d) Mon, Tues. Wed. Fri. 10-8;eThurs. 10-1, Sat. 10-4; (e) F 7,500, NE 11,100; 
(D- F 52,100, NF 96,000; (g) classified catalogue; (h BBIP and BNB. 

C Borough Central; (a) 40-60,000; (b) mixed Mag de [residential, some farming; (c) not given; 
(d) Mon, Tues, Wed. Fri. 10-8, Thurs. Sat, 10-4,30.*; (e) E 27,300, NF 29,600; .(f) 
F 294,400, NF 107,096; (g) classified; (h) all Sem Eng. Cat, BM Cat, and BMSI. 

D County branch; (a) under 20,000; (b) rural area; farming, small amount of light industry in town; 
(c) mixed community, some wealthy landowners; (d) Mon. Fri, Sat. 9-5, Tues Thurs. 9-7; (e) T 7,000, 
NF 5,000; (D E 89,000, NF 30,000; (g) author index only; (h) CBL, BBIP, BNB, 

E County Borough Central; (a) 60-100,000; (b) industrial and residential area; (c) mixed; (d) Mon. t 
Fri, 10-7, Sat. 10-5; (e) F 18,000, NF 29,000; (£ F 172,000, NF 106,000; (g) dictionary; (h) CBL, 
BBIP, Eng.Cat, BNB. ` 

F Borough Central; (a) 200,000— 250,000; (b) residential and business; (cO wealthy in the South, mixed 
in the North, fair proportion of coloured; (d) Mon. Thurs, Fri. 10-8, Wed, Sat. 10-5; (e) F 43,000 
NF 102,000; (f) not given; (g) classified; (h) all. 

G City Central; (a) 100— 150,000; (b) rural surroundings, some industry; (c) factory employees, university 
staff, regional administrators, middie class (a third resident in adjoining county area) (d) Mon. Tues, 
Wed. Fri. 10-8, Thurs, 10-1 (1966: 10-8), Sat 9.30-5.30; (c) F 19,000 NF 76,500; (f) F 400, 000 
NF 206,000; (g) classified; (h) all. 

H Borough Central; (a) 20—40,000; (b) rural area with light industry; (c) mixed farming community, 
with some scientists; (d) Mon, Tues. Thurs, Fri. Sat, 10-7, Wed. 10-1; (e) F 10,700 NF 14,387; 
(f F 152,000 NF 56,000; (g) dictionary; (h) all except CBI, BM Cat. and BMSI. 

J "Borough Central; (a) 20—40,000; (b) market town, administrative centre for large rural area; (c) 
mixed; (d) Mon, Tues, Wed. Fri. Sat, 9.30-7, Thurs, 9.30-1; (e) E 13,200 NF 30,350; (f) 239,000*. 
(g) classified; (h) ail except LLC and BM Cat. 

K Borough Central; (a) 300,000—350,000; (b) urban and suburban; (c) mixed, but more wealthy than 
poor; (d) Mon. Thurs, 9.15-7.30, Tues. Wed, Fri. Sat. .9,15-6,30; (e) F 21,000 NF 62,500; (D 
F 247,000 NF 166,000; (g) dictionary; (h) all except BM Cat. 7 

M County branch; (a) 60—100,000 (65% under 21, 3,000 in 1956); (b) new town, slum rehousing, 
industrial estate; (c) 98% working class mainly poor; (d) Mon. Tues, and- Thurs. 9.30-8, Wed, 9.30-12 
noon, Fri. closed, Sat. 9.30-4: (e) E 34,000 NF 40,700; (f) total 371,000; (g) classified; (h) CBL, 
BBIP, BNB, Sonn. 

N County branch; (a) under 20,000; (b) market town; (c) mixed and armed service personnel; (d) Mon. 
2-8, Tues. Fri. 10-8, Thurs. Sat, 10-5, Wed. 10-1; (e) F 2,200 NF 4,700; (f) F 90,100 NE 27,900; 
(g) classified; (h) BBIP, BNB 

OA Borough Central; (a) 200-——250,000; (b) inner city, architectural twilight area, council flats; OS 5% 


immigrant population, students and office workers; (d) Mon.-Fri. 9,30-8, Sat. 9.30-5; (e) F 14,000. 


NF 45,000; (f) F 248,000 NF 123,000; (g) dictionary; (bh) all. 

OB Borough branch; (a) see OA; (b) suburban, mixed; (c) mostly poor; (d) as OA above; 
(e) F 10,000 NF 18,000; (D total 290,000; (g) classified and dictionary; (h) BBIP, BNB. 

OC Borough branch; (a) see OA; (b) commercial area, readers mainly non-resident; (d) as in OA above: 
(e) F 4,000 NF 18,000; (D F 110,000 NF 55,300; (8) dictionary; (h) CBL, BBIP, BNB. 

“PA County headquarters lending; (a) 300,000—350,000; (b) rural with industrial pockets; (c) professional 
upper middle class, few poor; (d) Mon.-Fri. 9-5.30, Sat. 9-5; (c) F 5,500 NF 28,200; (D F 61, 400 NF 
77,300; (g) classified; (bh) all. 

PB County area branch; (a) 20,000—40,000; (b) industrial; (c) mostly working class; (d) Mon, Tues. 
Thurs. Fri. 10-7, Wed, 10-1, Sat. 9.30-5.30; (e) F 26,000 NF 24,000; (D F 173,000 NF 47, 400; 
(g) location index; (h) CBL, BBIP, BNB. 

PC County branch; (a) below 20,000; (b) suburban; (c) mixed; (d) not given; (e) F 2,500 NF 2,200 
(D F 30,000 NF 10,000; (gm) location index; (h) CBL, BBIP, BNB, 
PD County branch; (a) below 20,000; (41.7% increase since 1931) (b) urban; (c) mixed; (d) Mon.-Fri. 
9,30-7.30, Sat. 9.30-5.30; (e) F 11,000 NF 8,300; (f) F 136,000 NF 47,100; (g) not given; (h) not 

given. : . 

R City Central: (a) 50,000—100,000; no further details supplied (d) Mon.-Sat, 9,30-7.30 excluding 

Thurs, 9,30-1;* (e) 113,000;* (f) 338,500.* 


* Information from Libraries, Museums and Art Galleries Yearbook, 1964. 


PROFILES OF ASSISTANTS TAKING PART 


KEY: (a) age; (b) aualifications; (c) experience; (d) present post; (c) interests; (b professional activ- 
ities; (g) contacts, 
A (a) 34; male; (b) FLA; (c) worked in four library systems; (d) librarian in charge; (e) keeping 


- 
- - 
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abreast of current affairs; (f) AAL divisional committee, and council nember for four years; a 
canals, teaching, airline operation and commercial French. 

(a) 29; female; (b) Part 1: (c) one library system: (d) senior assistant; (e) none; (f) none; (g) previous 
experience jn chemical R and D; ‘previously trade union branch secretary. 

C (a) 29; male; (b) ALA: (c) not given; (d) deputy librarian; (e) not given; (D AAL divisional 
committee and councll member; (gy not given. d 
(a) 19; female; (b) unqualified: (c) one year in one system; (d) trainee; (e) archaeology, folk. music, 
poetry, cooking, dressmaking, Young farmers, Young Conservatives, men, tennis, table tennis and 
swimming; (f) not given; (e) police force, accountancy, 

B (a) 25 “female; (b FLA; (c) two library systems; (d) cataloguer [readers” adviser; (e) singing, acting, 
debating; (f) not given; (g) has worked. in banking, accountancy, travel agency and estate agency. 

FI (a) 20 years experience, male; (b) ALA: (c) two library systems; (d) head of readers’- advisory 
section; (e) all sport, gardening; chess addict; (f) not given; (€) not given. 

F2 (a) 35 years experience, male; (b) not given; (c) one library system; (d) deputy head of readers” 
a section; (e) ballet, opera, walking, climbing,” cinema, theatre, etc; (f) not given; (p not 

ven - 

F3 (a) 6 years, experience, female; (b) ALA; rary systems, (one in USA); (d) senior assistant, 
readers” advisory section; (e) ballet, theatre, etc.; (D not given; (g) not given. * 

G1 (a) 27; male; (b) ALA; (c) three library systems; (d) lending librarian; (e) sailing, Norwegian 
language, youth work and folklore; (D AAL divisional commitree officer; (2) Seonung, folklore society 
officers, 

G2 (a) 42; male; (b) FPE; (c) one library. system; (d) third assistant (acting. deputy) lending library:, 
(c) football, domestic engineering, motor engineering; (f) Nalgo representative; (2) town hall staff, 

G3 (a) 23; female; (c) four years one system: (d) fourth &ssistant (acting third)” naing library; 
(e)‘ music, art, cookery. 

H (a) not given; female: (b) ALA; - (e) two uri systems; (d) senior assistant; (©) music, 
walking; (f) not given; (g) mot given. 

J (a) 28; male; (b) ALA; (c) two library systems; (d) endis librarian; (e) local history, BichaBology, 
natural history, music, plays, etc; (D AAL divisional committee member; (g) not given. 

K1 (a) 32; female; (b) FLA, MA; © one library system; (d) central lending librarian; (e) music, 
embroidery, Methodism, theology, and church history: (D AAL divisional committee officer and 
member; (8) not given. 

K2 (a) 35; female (married; (b) ALA; (c) four library systems; (d) assistant lending librarian; 

- (e) needlework, cookery, music, history, Persia and the Persian language; (f) AAL divisional com« 
"fnittee; (g) worked in secondary modern school, member of MENSA. 

Mi (a) 35; female; (b) FLA, BA; (c) four library systems (including one in Cañada): d) Librarian. in 
charge; (e) visiting old bulldings, photography, music, new teaching methods, art, educational, and 
sociological theory; (f) not given; (g) army, law, mining, dental surgery. 

M2 (a) 25; female; (D) ALA; (c) two library systems; (d) reference librarian; (e) music, art, photogtaphy, 
gardening, dogs; (f) not given; (£) worked in County Council treasurers dent., building, biochemistry. 

M3 (a) 27; female; (b) ALA; (c) three libraty systems; (d) children's librarian; (e) walking, theatre, 
soccer; (f) not given; (g) teaching. 

_ M4 (a3) 23; female; (b) Parts. 1 &. 2; (c) one library system; (d) deputy children's, librarian; 
(e) art; (f) not given; (e) civil engineering. 

M5 (a) 50; female (married); (b) entrance (pre 1935); (c) two library systems; (d) assistant; (ey art,' 
history, gardening, archaeology; (f) not’ given; (g) mathematics, physics, radar, and pharmacy. : 

M6 (a) 22; male; (b) trainee; (c) one library system; (d) assistant; (e) theatre, amateur theatricals, music, 
(listening and performing); (f) not given; (g) not given. 

M7 (a) 29; female; (b) BA; (c) two library systems: (d) assistant; (e) psychology. . criminology, anything 
to do with Italy: (f not given; (g) teacher in Italy. 


N1 (4) 42; female; (b) ALA; (c) six library systems Gncluding USA and NZ); (d) Regional libfarian; ' 


(e) theatre, music, ballet, countryside; (Ð AAL divisional committee member; (g) worked as 
waitress, at research, and on-a sheep station in Australia and New Zealand, farming. 

N2 (a) not given; female; (D ALA; (c) two library systems and special library; senior assistant; * 

`, (d) not given; (e) local history and philately; (f) not given;. (g) not given. 

OA (2) not given; female; (b) FLA; (c) three library systems; (d) Central lending librarian; (e) travel, 
table tennis, bridge, photography, motoring, music; (f) not given; (g) electrical and radio engineer- 
ing, engineering. . - 

OB (a) 47; female; (b) Part 1; (c) one library — (for thirty years); (dY readers’ adviset; (e) drama, 
French and German conversation; (f) not given; (g). not given. 

OC (a) 39; female; (D) ALA; (c two library systems; (d) librarian in charge; (e) tennis, swimming, 
travel abroad, cinema, bridge; (f not given; (g) automation, engineering, building. 

PA (8) 26; female; (D ALA; (c) one library system; (d) senior assistant; (e) photography, handicrafts; 
(f) not given; (œ) not given. 

PB (a) 27; male; (b) ALA; (c) two library-systems; (d) senior assistant; ^(e) youth club leader, natural 
history; (D not given; (g) not given. 

PC (m.33; female; (b) Registration; (c) three library systems Gncluding one in Canada); (d) group 

i librarian. No further information given, 

PD (a) 25; female; (b) Parts 1 & 2;.(c) one. library system; (d) senior - assistant; (c) amaai Arutati, 
cooking; (D not given; (e) worked as shorthand typist for one year. 

R (a) 32; male; (b) ALA; (c) three library systems; (d) senior assistant; (c) tennis, badminton, garden- 
ing, farming, sitting in the sunshine; (f) AAL divisional committee member; (g) lay reader, C. of-B, 


N.B. Reading and literature excluded, as common to almost all. i . 
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY 
Of the 1,888 enquiries analysed under seven main headings, the contribution from 
each library was as follows:— 
A: 192 (10%); B: 40 oe : 22 (1%); D: 29 (2%); E: 92 (5%); 
|. E: 44 (2%); G: 34 (2%); H: 22 (1%); J: 55 (3%); K: 173 (9%); 
E M: 573 (30%); N: dm (7%); OA/B/C: 24 (195); PA/B/C/D: 107 (6%); 
R: 350 (19%). 


WHO ASKED E 

The enquiries came from an equal proportion of 2 and women (again, no arrange- 
ment of the sample) — 38%. This compares with 37% male and 29% female users of 
the library interviewed by Groombridge in The lon and bis library. At the same 
time the conclusion by Groombridge is religat libraries have an equal appeal to men | 
and women (p. 41). Contributors were asked to note the rough age group of the enquirer” >» 
and whilst the results cannot be accurate using this method, they were thought sufficiently 
clear cut to be interesting: 8% of the sample were male and 5% were female, aged 14 
years or under, However, it must be noted that two-thirds of each percentage came from 
library M. Undoubtedly the open plan arrangement of that library, and the population 
figure already given is the explanation. 

The largest group of .enquirers, aged between 15 and 35, comprise 36.2% of the sample 
and it is interesting to note that this differs from the findings of Groombridge for readers 
as a whole, by only 0.3%. Male enquirers make up 18.6% and females 17.6%. Those 
aged between 36 and 60 accounted for 21%, males 9% and females 12%. The over 60s 
made up the smallest group, 5% in all, male 2% and female 3%. 24% of the returns 
contained insufficient or no information about the age or the sex of the enquirer. This 
percentage has been included in the calculations to reduce distortion by individual contri- 
butions. Other comparisons with the Groombridge survey were not possible because of 
different age groupings. 

‘The occupation of enquirers was not specifically asked for but was given in 74 cases 
and is relevant to the survey. Teachers formed the largest group (17) and with lecturers 
(4) and head teachers (3) make up one-third of the total. There follow 5 clergymen, then 
six occupations each with two representatives: art students, policemen, booksellers, 
business executives, councillors and nuns. A selection from the remainder (represented by «~ 
one enquirer), demonstrates the wideness of the clientele: theatre secretary, mental hos- 
pital patient, Cistercian monk, bus driver, sea captain, consulting engineer, agricultural 
worker, and a bricklayer. In addition, a carpet slippered man, a drunk, and a pleasant 
Archdeacon with a plummy voice were noted. Two French and two Greeks were en- 
countered, as well as an Indian, a Malaysian, an Arab (who said "God bless you ma'am"), 
a Spaniard and an American. 
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HOW ASKED 

72%, nearly three-quarters of all the enquiries were asked directly at an enquiry desk 
or counter (7 of the 20 libraries had no enquiry desk) by the person wanting the infor- 
mation, as far as could be ascertained. 11% were known to be asking for someone else 
(209 enquiries) and of these, 142 could be put into specific categories. 36 were for the 
enquirer's daughter and 35 for the son; 33 were for husbands and only three for wives; 
7 were rather guardedly for "someone else”; ; 5 were for father and only 1 for mother; 2 
were for sister, 1 for brother; 2 were for granddaughter, 1 for grandpa; the rest were all 
singles and included a school, a firm, a landlord and, cryptically, “him.” 

3% were enquiries received by ‘phone, a total of 51 and over half from three Jibraries: 
A (7), F (10) and M (10); 2% were received by letter, as a subject reservation or as a 
note left by another assistant. 


WHEN ASKED 

An analysis was made of the sample by day of the week and time of the day. Not 
unexpectedly Saturday was the busiest with 24.2% of the enquiries. Close behind however 
was Monday with 20.8% and Tuesday and Thursday with 17.5% and 17.3% respectively. 
Friday came out at 11.5% and Wednesday was the quietest at 8.6%. The assistant at PD 
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received two enquiries on a Sunday, one when coming out of church and one at a party. 

Saturday morning between 10.30 and 10.45 and between 11 and 11.15 took frst place 
with 26 requests between each quarter hour. Only one request was received after 5.30 
though four libraries were open: later. The peak periods in the afternoon were 3.30 to 
3.45 and 4.0 to 4.15, with sixteen requests at each quarter. A curious feature of Saturday | 
was the way, during consecutive quarter hours, the number of requests received was 
identical. For example: 11.15.to 11.30 (17): 11.30 to-11.45 (17). This was repeated, 
with varying totals throughout the day. 

Teatime was most,busy on Monday (22) but proportionately busy every day except 
Wednesday. and Friday. Perhaps the most dramatit feature of this analysis is the sudden 
increase and decrease at various times of the daya There is no consistent rise or fall in 
the number of enquiries. 

It fs necessary to be cautious ho Wir attaching too much an to these 


"figures, since they reflect closely library hours of opening and the regular hours of duty 


of the assistants concerned. For instance there are no enquiries recorded on' Tuesday 


- mornings over the three months in my own case because of attendance at a weekly book 


conference; Wednesday figures obviously reflect the half days at three of the libraries, 
though on the other hand, the six libraries closed at 1 o'clock on Thursdays do not 
drastically lower the figure for that. day. Library M with one-third of the sample was 
closed on Fridays and will certainly have biased the figure for that day. 


WHETHER REQUESTS SATISFIED AND HOW 
It is a difficult matter to admit failure even in the anonymity of a survey such as this 


, one, and the 8% of the sample where an enquiry was not answered must be regarded 


sceptically. However the actual enquiry entries returned to me reveal considerable honesty 
and candour. All the contributors were asked to record failures as well as successes, and 
every sizeable return showed a proportion ranging from 5% to 34%. No praise or blame 
can attach to these figures on thé other hand, since too many factors are involved. More 
can be learned from the reasons for failure and these will be featured in the booklet of 
case studies to be mentioned later. | 

4596 of al the enquiries were satisfied directly from the shelves in the adult lending 
library; 16% resulted in reservation;- 796 started life as lending enquiries but were ` 
answered in the reference library, many of these being for homework information in- 
volving groups of schoolchildren; 4% were solved via a reserve store; and 3% were 
answered in the children's library (over half being at Library M); 12 enquities were 
satisfied by phoning a branch library; 8 of them at Library A; 15 enquiries were answered 
in the Children's reference library (14 of them at Library M); three librarians noted 
answering enquiries with books from displays (2 each) and one from the workroom. Four 
noted the oversize section and one the school library service as bringing success with 
enquiries. Insufficient information accounted for 14%. 


WHAT WAS ASKED 
Three leagues emerged whilst preparing the results of the survey from the subject point 
of view: a top ten in Dewey classes for satisfied enquiries, another for failures and the 
most asked for subjects-in order of popularity. Dewey numbers were not asked for from 
contributors since they would have shown up the variations that exist in applying the 
classification and led to a distortion of the statistics. The method adopted was to assign 
a number or numbers to each enquiry as it was indexed, using the 15th Edition of Dewey 
(the most transportable being vital since much of this work was done on a canal boat). 
Some subjects required four, five and six separate numbers so that the original total of: 
1,888 became 2,418. Of these, 2,221 featured on satisfied requests and the breakdown of 
these by Dewey classes was as follows:— 
6s: 523; 9's: 453; 3's: 346; Ps: 333; 5's: 176; 8's: 116; FIC: 66; 2's 63; 
O's: 55; Us: 47; 4s: 31; illustration collection: 6; Large Print: 5; Junior 
fiction: 1. 
There were. 176 numbers assigned to the unsatished requests: — 
6's: 44; 9's; 32, 3's: 25; 7's: 24; 8's: 18; 5's: 12; FIC: 7; 4s: 4; O's: .3; 
2's: 2; Large print: 1; others as above: nil. — ^ 





Kf was noticeable in analysing the sample by indivdual Dewey numbers that the: spread 
of subjects extended over the entire classification scheme so that the totals even for the 
most popular subjects were not large. The formula that follows is total of Dewey numbers 

on satisfied requests + those on unsatisfied requests = totali — 


92 (101 + 10 = 111); FIC (66 + 11 = 77); 914 (68 + "d = 72) 
629 (55 + 9 = 64); 942 (59 + 5 = 64; 636 (50 + 7 = 57); 
621. (49 + 3 = 52); 821 (35 + 6 = 41); 940 (39); 010 (31 + 3 = 34); 


159 (31). | 
After this, in descending order of popujerity, the class numbers were:— 371, 510, 796, 
330, 822, 391, 684, 301, 745, 738, 654, 728 and 793. No other numbers featured to any : 
noteworthy extent. À 


HOW TACKLED ' 

A feature of the survey was an attemp NjakttBver what means were used to tackle 
the enquiries presented. 26% (of the 2,363 sources checked) were looked for on the 
shelves only; . 1296 were checked in a subject catalogue, (classified or dictionary) compared 
with 5% in an author name catalogue. Use of a title catalogue and fiction author cata- 
logues was less than 1% in each case. Bibliographies accounted for 9% and sources in 
the reference library (synonymous at some libraries) for 796. Similar use of the children's 
library and reference stock came out at 4%. Not unexpectedly the 4% check of a reserve 
store agrees with the figure referred to earlier, for enquiries solved by the use of the 
store, The telephone was used for 396 of the enquiries, most libraries featuring in this 
statistic, unlike that for enquiries satisfied by this means. 13% of the sample were dealt 
with by reservation only, no further immediate action being taken. Use of publisher's 
catalogues, school library catalogues, illustration collections, written letter seeking infor- 
mation on behalf of the enquirer, represented negligible percentages. The 196 staff con- 
sultation was largely confined to library M. 13% of the sample consisted of enquiries not 
satisfed (and no search made), or not eligible under this heading. 


REASONS AND COMMENTS FROM READERS 

Contributors were asked to note any comments made by readers and these were analysed 
- under the two headings above. 206 reasons were noted and the largest categories con- 
cerned school work, as follows:-— projects 26, homework 21, essays 13, required by 
teacher for classwork 9, school work 6. Further education showed less significantly :— | 
adult education work 5, theses 3, college projects 2, and college syllabus 1. Exams were 
noted 9 times, extra curricula study and private tuition 3 times. 12 people were wanting 
to look at a copy of the publication in question to see if it was worth buying. Other - 
reasons were, for a hobby, 9, going on holiday, 7, for a talk, lecture or speech, 7, for an 
amateur or school play, 5, for commissioned art or poster work, 5, competitions and 
crosswords, 5, and for ailing pets; 5. An interesting, but small category referred to the 
BBC:— serialized on BBC, seen on TV, 4, recommended by the BBC, 2, and producing 
a programme for the BBC, 1. Industrial research was cited once. Two reasons were that 
the enquirer was a relative of the author. 

Comments generally fell into the following categories (total 118): — expressión of 
pleasure with- books produced, 49, about author or books, 13; impressed by the scope of 
the service, bookstock, 12 (complaints about. bookstock, 4, complaints about "purple ` 
passages," 2, complaint about staff, 1), refusal of further help, 11. 


CONCLUSIONS 

Several librarians kindly included comments on the survey and their part in it. There 
was general agreement that the information was difficult to produce; and in most returns 
' a frequently recurring theme occurs; "too busy to make notes,” "gave up recording," etc. 
This factor affects the figures in the WHEN ASKED section especially. 

The librarian at M makes the useful point that a limitation of this survey is the lack 
of long term information about the service provided for any one reader. She cites one 
of her readers, a teacher in the early thirties, studying for an external B.Sc. (Econ) from 
whom she has received so far over 400 requests for specific books and periodicals, mainly 
on economic geography. These have involved an enormous amount of bibliographic 
checking, telephoning the university library and so on. An article by Mrs. Simsova in the 
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September 1965 Library Association Record p. 302, describes an alternative method df 
investigation, as used in the U.S.S.R. 

In spite of these limitations, a number of librarians who have taken part in the survey, 
have revised their approach to enquiry desk work. At Library G where the survey was 
reported by the Chief Librarian to his committee and recorded in the local press, an extra 
enquiry desk assistant was approved by the City Council (making four in all) from April 
1st, 1966. Other, librarians have commented on the inadequacy of their shelf stock, par- 
ticularly in classes 3, 5, 6, 7 and 9. Another comment refers to the number of enquiries 
received from non-members who became regulamqreaders during the period of the survey; 


and conversely to those who were not likely to visi} the library again if the book asked for -. 


was not supplied immediately. 

It will be apparent that this report deals only wfth the more immediate facts and figures 
thrown up by the survey. There is ag, immense amount of detail not included because of 
lack of space, and if any librarian would [Re more information on any particular point, ` 
I should be pleased to help as far as Y can. It will be equally obvious that the returns 
could be analysed in many other ways and anyone with a tame computer is welcome to 
carry this work further. Two returns for example relate to the enquiry the particular 
assistant concerned and analysis of this aspect could well throw light on the efficiency of 
professional training and education. 

Meanwhile I hope to compile a booklet of case studies based on the rich material sent 
to me. This will be designed to serve as an introduction to the practice of answering 
enquiries, and aimed at the partly or newly qualified assistant. 

Finally, I should like to record my gratitude to the librarians who took part, to members 
of AAL Council and other colleagues for their encouragement, and to my wife for sharing - 
a large part of the hard work. 


FORTY YEARS . | 
A.A.L. Correspondence Courses for L.A. examinations were first started in November 
1926. 





A NEW SERVICE 
fom HOLMES 


IN-STOCK JUVENILE BOOKS 


Our new catalogue of children's literature for ages 7—9 and 
10—14 represents books NOT MERELY IN PRINT BUT ACTUALLY 
HELD IN STOCK JN MULTIPLE COPIES. - 


This catalogued stock, kept separate from our other large juvenile 
holdings to ensure stricter control, will give libraries a much greater than 
usual chance of having their orders fulfilled -immediately. 


Our aim is a SHELF TO SHELF SERVICE — from our shelf to your 
shelf with the minimurn delay. 


Catalogues available post free on request. 


W. & R. HOLMES (BOOKS) LTD. 
311 DUNLOP ST., GLASGOW, C11. 
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS _ 


FOR EVERY LIBRARY. | 
GROWING POINT. Margery Fisher, Ashton Manor, Northampton. 
Nine issues yearly; post free subscription 21s. or single copies 2s. 6d. 

The steady increase in the amount of space devoted to reviews of children's books, 
whilst wholly welcome, may embarrass some Librarians, faced with a choice of journals. 
‘It is to be hoped that Margery Fisher’sgextellent publication Growing Point will always 
be considered essential, Mrs. Fisher's Qualifications are too well-known to need listing 
in a library journal. Suffice it to say|that her judgment is based on a continuity and 
depth of experience equalled by few other writers and is kept down-to-earth by first-hand, 
invaluable contact with her own large AED. one-man-show (with occasional 
guest artists), can be criticised for some inevitable bias, it can be doubly welcomed for its 
consistency and its obvious advantages over anonymity or the opinions of relatively 


unknown writers. If the second-rate is sometimes included, so much the better—the finest | 


will get plenty of recognition. In our struggle to encourage the reluctant doni: how 
valuable it is is to learn of a story which is designed "for less capable readers . . . which 
may tempt lethargic children”. 

The reviews are usefully grouped, and include a section Apurr Books which not 
only deals with Jess obvious titles for the older intelligent reader, but also introduces 
them skilfully to such writers as David Garnett and Rose Macaulay. Also invaluable are 
REMINDERS, reviews of worthwhile books which one may have missed or forgotten, 
reprints and old favourites. 

Anyone who has read Mrs. Fisher’s book “Intent upon Reading”—and is there a 
Children’s Librarian who hasn’t?—will know how eminently readable she is, full of 
infectious enthusiasm and wit. Apart from her highly personal contributions occasional 
reviews and and articles by outside contributors add interest to the magazine which should 
not only be in every library but also made available for parents to read. 

_Mrs. BARBARA LONGHUSRT Beckenham Library. 


NEW STYLE PUBLISHER’S CATALOGUE 
W. & R. HOLMES (Books) Ltd. In stock juvenile catalogue. 1966. 

In the foreword to this selective list Messrs. Holmes have stated their intention of 
providing a quality list of readily available children's books, which they hope will be of 
service to librarians. In its compilation they sought the advice of practising children’s 
librarians. The result is a carefully chosen, conventionally arranged, well printed volume, 
` which would be a pleasure to use, and should fulfill the purpose for which it was intended. 
Mrs. M. F. ADAMS. 


REFERENCE LIBRARY OF CURRENT CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

A new service, launched on September 29th, at the National Book League in Albemarle 
Street, should be of inestimable value to Children’s Librarians and to anyone else dealing 
with children's books. 

The Reference Library of Current Children’s Books is he: only comprehensive collection 
of new books for children published in the previous twelve months, on permanent display. 
It may be seen at the League's headquarters on weekdays from 9.30 a.m. until $.30 p.m. 
and on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 12 noon and 12.45 to 4 p.m. Its retention will depend 
upon how well it is used and all those interested are asked to spread knowledpe of it to 
teachers, parents and anyone else likely to find it of value. (P.S.—Non-net books are 
excluded. jJ 


L.A. COUNCIL ELECTION 


The A.A.L. is making a big effort to increase its representation on the L.A. Council 


this year. If you haven't already voted, please note that Miss J. M. Plaister, Mr. T. M. 
Featherstone, Mr. J. Hoyle and Mr. G. Crowther are the. A.A.L. candidates. 
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AN INDISPENSABLE REFERENCE BOOK 
ee Roger Lancelyn. Teller of tales. Rewritten and revived: edition. Edmuttd Wat 
1965. 25s. 

“Teller of tales” was first published in 1946 and filled a gteat gap in the biographi 
of children’s authors, partly because of lack of knowledge of the lives of some autho 
and partly because of the individual approach of Mr. Green to the authors about who 
he chose to write. This book was written with older children in mind and was limit 
to selected English authors who were not Hvigg. It was enhanced by many delightf 
anecdotes. 

In the revised and rewritten edition" of 1965, r.'Green has changed the emphasis 
the book by tracing the history of children's literfture through the lives of authors who 
children have enjoyed. It is more fog e readers seeking information than for. tl 
entertainment of older children. This is shown by the omission of some anecdotes in ord 
to include contemporary authors. Mary Norton and J. R. R. Tolkien and others are hei 
but unfortunately their stay is all too brief. These chapters are included at the cost 
omitting such stories as the portrayal of the young’ Juliana Gatty, who, before telling 
story to her sisters, told them, "You are not fit to listen to a story at present! You ha 
come with dirty hands!” One suspects she would have. made an excellent Children 
Librarian! This anecdote, howevér, does give a vivid picture of the i orga 
izing, imaginative and unselfish Juliana Gatty. 

The loss of such anecdotes is partly compensated by the inclusion in the 1965 editi 
of an appendix, together with an index. The bibliographical notes are reviséd. The fir 
section is a list of authors with their better-known books and the books about ther 
arranged according to the year of birth. The second section is a selective chronologic 
list of famous children's books from 1800-1963. The index is excellent, one section beit 
devoted to authors, and a separate one to titles. The lack of sued an index in the fu 
edition reduced the usefulness of the book. 

This is an indispensable reference book for anyone working i children's literatu 
and most interesting to all to read for pleasure. 

Miss E. CLAY, Youth Librarian, Bromley. 
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WOODF IELD & STANLEY 


NE LIMITED 


Specialists in 


CHILDREN'S BOOKS 


Wakefield Road, Moldgreen, Huddersfield 
Tel: Huddersfield 21467 m 


r ~ 
- 
' 
" 
ga ce ——— noc t — — — — — — — — — — — MÀ ——X 
+ 
. ^ * 
1 


` 
` 
w-- sa OM GAMER man M DEER AAA GUR MER ee Asma E Op E ee unt ee nda 


~ 


VIVIAN GRAY 


The Motor Enthusiast's Bookseller since 1946 
108 CUCKFIELD ROAD — HURSTPIERPOINT — SUSSEX 
rr | 
' Supplier of 
MOTOR VEHICLE WORKSHOP MANUALS 
to Public Libraries 
* 


List availabe oy request 











| UP o on branded 
ro 30" /. DISCOUNT Cancers 
WILTON, AXMINSTER, ORIENTALS, etc. FREE delivery U.K. 


Expert fitting arranged if required. Write stating requirements 
or for introduction to showrooms LONDON or MAIN cities. 


DODSON-BULL CARPET CO. 
Showrooms: 2-4 Little Britain, London, E.C.!. 
Offices: 37a Aldersgate St. London, E.C.1. 

MONarch 7171 (10 lines) 


o ENGAGEMENT RINGS eene 
AT 25*/, DISCOUNT 


ALL TYPES AND STYLES OF RINGS 
ALWAYS IN STOCK 


ALSO WATCHES, CLOCKS. 
WEDDING RINGS 
AT 10%—20% DISCOUNT 


Write for Ring Catalogue to J. A 

the actual Manufacturers e«t . JEWELLERS 
63-66 HATTON GARDEN, LONDON, E.C.1. Tel: CHA 6025 & 4020 

Hours of business: Weekdays 9-5.30 Sats. 9-12.30 Evenings by appointment 
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Take ZAMBIA CRAMER’S 


just as an example 


Its University officially opened its doors in for MUSIC 


March, not of course until its Library had in- 


stalled KEESING'S because “in every library in MUSICAL LITERATURE 


which | have worked for the past 15 years we 


have taken this service as a basic reference tool”, AND MUSIC BINDING 


to quote the University Librarian. 


KEESING'S special AIR edition takes extra 99. St. Martin's Lane 
good care of this and most other Universities ? : 


throughout Africa, whether born only yester- London. W.C.2 cov. 1612 
day or famous since before the days of Cecil 2 
odes. l 


x Complete Music Service Provided 





BDITORIAL MALFUNCTIONS 


The attempts of Messrs. Ferry and Bake- 
well to raise the standard of English in the 
Assistant Librarian are very necessary. But, 
Sir, should this not be one of your 
functions? . 

A glaring example of bad punctuation 
occurs On page 176 of the September issue. 
Mr. Allred, in his review of Dr. Kelly's 
book entitled "Early public libraries,” 


writes: "Two indexes are producad.one y 
listing specific libraries under place, might 


be a little less than useful . .-. " As this 
passage stands, "one listing specific lib- 
raries under place" is a subsidiary clause. 
Therefore, the main clause is the nonsen- 
sical statement: “Two indexes are pro- 
duced might be a littl less than 
useful ...” i 

The review also includes the misspelling 
of a place-name. "Yaxby" should be 
"Yaxley." An account of this library is 
contained in an article on "Some ancient 
Suffolk parochial libraries," by the Rev. 
A. J. Fitch, which appears in Suffolk 
Institute of Archaeology, Proceedings for 
. . . 1964, 30 (1), pp. 44-87. 
L. G. HIPPERSON, FELA, 
Reference Library, Liverpool. 
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| SOUTH | 
AMERICAN | 


HANDBOOK 


The most up-to-date and 
comprehensive guide to 
South and Central America, 

Mexico and the Caribbean. ` 


Picton 


(900 pages) 


1967 EDITION 
20s. (by post 22s.) 


obtainable from 


. TRADE & TRAVEL 


PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
Dept. AL. 

19 LEADENHALL STREET, 

LONDON, E.C.3. 


The five members from Shefheld City 
Libraries who went on the Study Tour to > 
Denmark would Jike, through these pages, 
to say thank you very much indeed to 
Sheila Wilson and Peter Davis for their 
hard work in organising and running this 
highly successful tour; also to Miss Aase ; 
Seck and all the Danish librarians who 


made us so welcome to their beautiful ' 


country and equally beautiful libraries. 

he friendliness and warm hospitality 
extended to us by our Danish colleagues 
made this a most enjoyable visit which we 
feel any future tours will be hard put to 
beat. However, we still look forward to 
further study tours with eager anticipation. 
Misses ALYSONN BAGGULEY, SAN- 
DRA GARSTANG, JEAN NEEDHAM 
and ANN PENNIALL and Mr. EDWIN 
FLEMING. 


BLOW UP THE A.A.L. 


I have always been led to believe that 
the Association of Assistant Librarians was 
designed with the younger librarian in 
mind. During the course of the past year, 
it has been admitted in certain circles, that 
with the 1964 syllabus, involving a full. 
time course, getting into full swing; the 
A.A.L. has had to rethink its policy as an 
L.A. section when considering its potential 
members. No longer is it able to play such 
a great part as it has done, in the education 
of librarians. However, this year has seen 
the first tentative steps towards a future 
course, with the introduction of seats for 
student members on the Regional Com- 
mittees and National Council. 

Fundamentally though, in my four years `. 
as a member, a period which has encom- 
passed these years of change, l can see 
little change. The Assistant Librartan gets 
progressively more pathetic, only the occa- 
sional article showing initiative, and really 
attempting to reach out to the membership 
at large. 1 have mentioned in a previous 
letter that there is far too much apathy in 
our profession, but if one does not put the 
gunpowder under the members, One can- 
not expect them to move very far. 

When this (eventually) is published (if 
it is!) a new year will be almost upon us. 


I hope that this new year will see the . 


A.A.L. not only being more dynamic in its 
activities, but also in its publications. 1f 
we are going to be "new image" librarians, 
that it appears the profession and the mass- 
media are trying to make us, we have to 
have a far-reaching, far-sighted association. 
FELICITY CORP, Assistant Librarian, 
Trent Park College, Barnet. 
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menson LIBRARY SERVICE uD. 7 


Publi ic &Pr-Eounty 


. LI BRARY BOOKSELLERS 


School Contractors 


Liverpool Road. 
SOUTHPO RT 


Telephone: 78568 
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ASKEWS OF PRESTON 


KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE | 


BRITISH ISLES FOR 
EFFICIENCY, SERVICE 
AND. COURTESY 


ESTABLISHED OVER 75 YEARS | 


JAMES ASKEW AND SON, LTD. 


PARK LANE BUILDINGS, 
NORTH ROAD (A.6), 
- PRESTON 


Telephone: 55947 (3 lines) 
Telex: 67583 
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| Blunt’ s. Library 
| Edition. 7 


- the best of current fiction 
in —! that will last 


-G. BLUNT E SONS LIMITED,. 
North Acton Road, London, N.W.10. . 





Printed by Cheriton Press (Folkestone) Ltd., 351 Cheriton Road, Folkestone 
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Official Journal of the 
Association of Assistant Librarians 


Christmas Contents: 

229 Farewell 

230 Random thoughts... 

232 A Good Will Message 

233 Miss Library World 1967 
234 Twinkle, Twinkle... 

237 Working Conditions Survey 
240 The Longest Day 

242 NLW in Newcastle 

245 Top-Catting 

246 Your Letters 

247 Top Pops in Librarianship 


and full supporting programme 


Vol. 59 No. 12 
December 1966 





MOTOR CAR WORKSHOP MANUALS - 


We can supply from stock motor car workshop manuals. ` ope 
. On the majority of Britiebr“European and American cars | 
from 1930 to the present day. 


FULL CATALOGUE AVAI LABLE 


Ask to be put on our mailing list and state ‘number of' 
catalogues required. 


e AUTOBOOKS LIBRARY SUPPLY SERVICE - 


(A division of Autobooks Ltd. of Brighton) 
BENNETT ROAD, BRIGHTON, SUSSEX 
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AND SO WE SAY FAREWELL... 


Using the Editorial Plural for the last time is a sad occasion. Giving up is like a little 
death, which we suppose is why some are reluctant to do it. However, to quote Keats out 
of context, the "hungry generations tread thee down” and the next editor is not only 
waiting, but has given us a deadline for our memoirs; so you will be spared them here. 

But before 1 go, I must emerge from the Editorial “We” to thank: colleagues on the 
A.A.L. Council; Tom Wilson and Ian Wilkes (distant but indispensable associates on 
the staff of the Assistant); contributors and readers, for giving me such an enjoyable time; 
yes, even to the grammarians. 

From now on, please send your contributions to: 


A. P. Shearman, Esq., F.L.A., Central Library, ' 
Editor, “Assistant Librarian,” n Manor Park Road, 
Central Library, Surrey Street, Sutton, Surrey. 
SHEFFIELD. (January only) 


Please see that all MAILING LISTS id ADDRESS BOOKS are altered. One library, 
one of the most prominent libraries, is still sending items for the Assistant to Manchester 
— and Dean Harrison gave up editing in 1960. Make sure that it isn't your library; and 
remember that the person who has the mailing list is probably not a member of the A.A.L. 

Enquiries about subscriptions to the Assistant or the sale of A.A.L. publications should 
be made to J. S. Davey, Esq., F.L.A., Hon. Sales Officer, 49 Halstead Gardens, London, 
N.21. : 


. STUDENTS CONFERENCE 


The second Students Conference, organised in association with the A.A.L., ís to be 
held on the 4th and 5th.March, 1967, at the College of Commerce, Manchester. All 
students, including pre-library school entrants and trainee librarians, are invited to attend. 
- - Further details will appear later and will alsc be available from AAL. Library School 


_. representatives, or the Secretary, Students Conference Committee, Dept. of Librarianship, 


College of Commerce, Aytoun Street,- Manchester 1. 
R. G.. WILLIAMS, Secretary, A.A.L. Students Committee. 


LIBRARY SCHOGLS 


APPLICATIONS FOR FULL TIME COURSES 1967- 68-% i 
' The North-Western Polytechnic writes that many o are now being received 
from those still at school or university as well as fróm applicants working in libraries for 
courses beginning in September 1967 and January 1968. As in previous years, the applica- 
tions from assistants in libraries are tending to'come in later than those from school 
leavers and new graduates. In order that their applications may be considered in time, 
prospective students in libraries are advised to apply without delay. Selection for the two 


year course is likely to be completed by Easter 1967. Presumably the other schools would 


` also welcome early applications. 
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Central Library, . 


1 


D 
y! 


Random thoughts on the passing of time : 

| | by an Ex-Editor - 

“Why not write me something for the December issue?" said the editor, "it's my last." B 
The automatic negative trembled on my lips and subsided. A quick calculation told me 

that almost nine years and three editors of the Assistant had come and gone since I boughts : 

myself the proverbial blue pencil with the branch library’ s petty cash and embarked on a ` 

three year stint similar to that which present edior is now completing. Another year ' 
` and I may. be too old; my literary style, nurtured in the far off forties and fifties may no 
longer appeal to the young and/or vital readership of librarianship's most important, 


periodical. So I said "yes" and by the time I had changed my mind again it was too near 
. the editorial deadline for material te let him down. 


Well, Mr. Editor, has it been worth it? What satisfaction did yos derive from the 
monthly: panic, the threatened libel actions, the candles burned at both ends and in the 
middle too. In my own case it brought instant and practical advantage. Before taking on 
the Assistant I had been trying hard to get. on short lists for the princely grade of APT III 
and had been failing dismally; in those days APT III was the veritable eve of the needle; 
many applied but few were chosen. Editorship brought immediate recognition. Short-list 
followed short-list and in spite of my inaptitude for interviews the law of averages worked 
in the end. Away to the dizzy heights of APT III I went. They tell me that now all 
Chartered Librarians get APT III; or at least all new style Chartered Librarians; or at 
least they did until Circular 194; or something. In those days you had to do something: 
erudite, spectacular or bizarre to do it. I chose.the Assistant, or rather the Assistant. chose 
me. Jt was like this: “Why. don't you ‘edit the Assistant?” said the Assistant ‘Secretary. 
-“Me,” I said “don't be six-letter-word daft." So I did. ^ — 
^ Now before readers in their thousands grab their biros, felt pens or. asia and apply ` 
for the post of editor of the Assistant as the road to: immediate promotion make. a note of 
“two points. Firstly you are too late; Tony Shearman has already got the job, will doubtless 
cling to it with customary editorial pertinacity for the now almost obligatory. three years . 
and end up as Keeper of Non-Available Books at the British Museum. Secondly the road . 
to promotion, in public libraries at least, leads almost ineviably away from librarianship. ` 
Have you a flair for manipulating committées, assessing the merits of applicants for. jobs,- ` 
writing. interminable reports aimed at persuading people of the obvious (or sometimes the - 
impossible)? Are you interested in keeping buildings clean and well maintained, writing. 
instructions for staff, being an amateur O and: M man? If you do enjoy these things. by” 
all means switch from public service to- "admin. " If not stick to your branch library and 
. enjoy life. 
^ - Or perhaps you can get: the wane ahd continue to practice librarianship by "n 
one of the better paid «jobs in a non-public library. Read the back pages of the TLS dili- 
gently; their current message “seems. to be that the only education -is formal education. 
That the librarianship of formal education is, to quote the only book I ever really enjoyed, - 
«a good thing” and any attempt to keep the general public educated. after school and: - 
- college is "a bad thing." And that the library staffs of university and college. libraries on 
the one hand and public libraries oh the other should be paid. accordingly. Not that this: 
‘pattern is consistent or rigid as yet (says he, with a sudden almost forgotten flash of ' 
editorial caution) but the writing is on the wall, 

.Perhaps it's those standards of ours, thrashed out so long ago by the working party, . 
‘inadequate at the time, now oudated, indeed apparently forgotten. If these were universally ' 
attained would we fare, better? Nor have we decided what our true purpose is; perhaps ` 
we never will. (In my time this would have sparked off a good space-filling series of light- 
fiction-controversy letters). Nor can we yét be happy with ‘our image; next year S cOn-: 
ference is, I gather, to be called ' Selling. Our Selves," or, abbreviated, "S.O.S." Oh. dear! — 
Is it as bad as that? i 





mamasa 


The Clerihews i in this i issue are from “Potted 20th- n: literature," ne A.M: Robertson, | 
reprinted with permission from The T eather of 17th: September, 1060; ) : p 
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LAWRENCE 


SPECIALISTS IN- EQREIGN LANGUAGES 


(Lists Available) 
| 


"E dece 
NEW FICTION ALWAYS IN STOCK 
| 


| 
| 
Manufacturers of | 


PARREG PLASTIC SLEEVES 


(Sample ahd Prices on Request) 


Original Editions of Fiction at Cheap 
Edition Prices, Ideal for New Branches 
and Replacements 


(Send for List of over One Thousand Titles} 


LAWRENCE BOOK CO. LTD. 


Member of the Allied Group 


UPPER CHORLTON ROAD, 
MANCHESTER 16 
Chorlton 5321 (STD 061) - Telex: 66—356 
and at 
LONDON PERTH DUBLIN & NEWRY 
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A GOOD WILL MESSAGE 


from R. C. Benge, University of Ghana 


The Editor has requested a Christmas message from Abroad for his readers but he must 
be aware that there is no reason now (if there ever was) why I should write to them. 
In the first place I no longer know what they think about and secondly I have nothing 
to say. However for the sake of Auld Lang Syne I will attempt a few kind words. 

What I ought to do I suppose would be to contribute one of those pieces in the exotic 

“from China to Peru” tradition. But somewO® the right tone escapes me as if I had 
dropped or mislaid in some nightmare fashion all that is left of the entire white man’s 
Burden. Apart from the imaginary type of traveller's tale which appeared in. Mandeville 
(where men held their feet over their heads as sunshades) it (the tradition I mean) was 
all started by those prodigious persons the Victorian missionaries: we owe a lot to them. 
Here for example is Livingstone: "Another man whose life I had saved before — after 
he had been tossed by a buffalo — attempted to spear the lion while-he was biting 
Mebalwe . . . (I turned) round to relieve myself of the weight as he had one paw on the 
back of my head” etc. Yes — a famous scene and do we not in our latter days have our 
humble professional equivalents? They run something like this. “As I was struggling 
with the oil lamp (or crocodile as the case may be) the hurricane unexpectedly blew the 
library roof away together with four of the walls. Fortunately my faithful assistant Bongo 
managed to rescue from the armadillos which infest the reading room most of the books 
but not our battered catalogue which floated across the lagoon towards the falls. Mean- 
while I was not unduly disturbed to note that a short sighted baboon had carried off into 
the bush my devoted wife. Such little happenings are all in the day’s work in Pongoland 
and needlers to say the library was open as usual next morning prompt at 5.30.” Far 
fetched would you think? Well not from so very far. I find it difficult to write like this 
because — to me — well these things seem to happen only now and then usually when I 
am looking the other way. 

If I fail you here there are other traditions to follow but alas 1 must decline again. 
I refer to the literature of Official Exhortation to come Abroad at least for a few years. 
It appears that some of these people want the entire population of the United Kingdom 
to go away. They spread the illusion that those who go forth into the Unknown will one 
day be welcomed home with flags and fanfares and open arms and substantial salaries. 
It is my sad duty to report to your gentle readers that this is a politicians’ myth. Through- 
out history there has been an iron law (Britain being tribalistic or nothing) that anyone 
who leaves the tribe must expect to be killed and eaten by the Natives on his return. 
The culinary part is now carefully disguised. Quite apart from the contents of the sinister 
Haggis (all those Scottish engineers) what do you suppose are the ingredients of the 
innocent looking Eccles Cake — the Banbury Tart — or the Bun of Bath? That special 
flavour appreciated by tourists and connoisseurs alike is of course provided by minced 
repatriates. 

. There remains another possible literary avenue to explore. Your readers I am sure 
would like one of those vast euphoric plans blueprinting a scheme to be run from Chaucer 
House or Whitehall for the total education of all librarians throughout the world. Devising 
the curriculum would be a fascinating exercise — but I regret my inability and there is 
. always a danger that somebody might take one of these Projects seriously. It might even 
result in loss of my job through redundangy. . 

So 1 have come to the end of my anti-message. In conclusion lest anyone wishing to 
come away should misunderstand (as usually happens when I write things down) or feel 
discouraged I will add a seasonal note of Good Cheer. There are, I understand, certain. 
drawbacks and disadvantages to be derived from dwelling in Gospel Oak: the fairies no 
longer assemble on Palmers Green and not any more in St. John's Wood are heard the 
pipes of Pan. They tell me that even the bunny rabbits have ceased to hop except for the 
dressed up ones. But need I go on? You will know about your World. Beyond all this it 
should be firmly understood that Abroad (pace Mr. Amis and all them) is a pleasant place 
and those who live there get used to the absence of fog and the prevalence of prickly 
pears. 1 recommend it to all young librarians everywhere. 
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Miss Library World 
1967 


THE FIRST EVER NATIONAL BEAUTY CONTEST 
FOR LIBRARIANS 





The -A.A.L. have decided that their contribution to National 
Library Week 1967 shall be the promotion of a brighter image 
of librarianship. 


The Contest to be conducted on a Divisional basis. 


Divisional Winners to compete in the Finals at a 


Grand Miss Library World 
Ball — 


to take place in London during National Library Week 1967. 


EMEN 
GIRLS — DON’T BE SHY 
| = JOIN IN THE FUN 
— SUPPORT N.L.W. 


Details of the competition will go out to Divisions shortly. 


Further information from the National Organizer, 
Jim Davey, National Central Library, Store Street, London, 
W.C.1. 
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TWINKLE, TWINKLE, LITTLE SCIENTIFIC 
TECHNICAL AEROSPACE REPORTS 


= 


or 
ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN BOOKLAND 
' by 
DIANA WILLIAMS 


“What is the use of a book without pictures or conversations?" thought Alice as she 
read her Esdaile. She began to drowse, when suddenly a White Rabbit ran close by her 
and disappeared down a large rabbit hole. In another moment, Alice was after it, and 
soon she found herself falling down what seemed to be a very deep well. As she fell, she 
noticed that the sides of the well were covered with book-shelves. She snatched a book 
as she passed: “Definitions of Terms in Cataloguing and Classification." She opened it 
and began to read: 

1. Characteristics: 
“hsh” divided by the “colour” characteristic = red herrings 
"fruit" divided by the "temperament" characteristic = “Wild Strawberries” 
2. Phase-relations: i 
playing for time/tea for two 
3. Foti: 
the “alcohol” facet of “drink” brings about varying foci 
4. Intra-facet relationship: 
a “white lady” followed by a “chaser,” resulting in a “pink lady” 
5. Notation: 
(),/:21-" or, if you take your finger off the “figure” key, QUERTYUIOP 


Alice closed the book and managed to put it on another shelf further down: then she - 


realised she had put it with the books on Science and Technology. She decided that 
Ranganathan would think of an answer to that, so it didn’t really matter. Just then she 
landed with a thud. 

All around her it was dark, but she could just distinguish miniature book shelves, filled 
with tiny books. She took one and managed to make out the words READ ME. On opening 
it at the title page she saw printed, British Museum Catalogue, and she immediately shrank 
to three inches in height. Alice realised that she was now just the right size for wandering 
around the library. She glanced at the books but the titles seemed unfamiliar. “Usage 
and Abusage: a guide to good English” by Kenneth Tynan; “Put Out More Flags” by 
Percy Thrower; “Antic Hay" by Victor Silvester. 


Alice turned a corner and almost walked into a pile of books heaped on the floor. She _ 


stretched herself on tiptoe and peeped over the edge: her eyes immediately met those of 
a large, blue Colophon, which was sitting quietly smoking a hookah. They looked at each 
other for some time, till at last the Colophon took the hookah from its mouth and said, 
“Who are you?” 

"I think I am a librarian" replied Alice, "but everything is very confusing." 

"It isn't" said the Colophon. 

“Well, perhaps you haven't found it so yet, but when you've been changed into an 
imprint, I should think you'll feel a little queer." 

"Not at all. But why have you changed?" 

"I can't remember things,” replied Alice, "Ive tried to say ‘How Doth the Little 
_Allibone,’ but it all came different.” 

"Repeat ‘You are square, Father Esdaile' " said the Colophon. Alice folded her hands 
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* and began: 
“You are square, Father Esdaile' the young student said, 

‘And the scholars today are all hep. 

To pass them the version the censor has read 


Is to show that you’re quite out of step.’ 


‘You ‘are young, Father Esdaile replied, ‘and confused; 
You ‘refer to transmission of text — 

Which means the original words have been used, 

And not that the book's been desexed'.” 


“Wrong from beginning to end,” said the Colgphon decidedly, and slithering off its 
pile of books, it disappeared out of sight. Alice stood thoughtfully for a moment, but her 
attention was caught by two fat little men arguing in a corner. On the collar of one was 
marked DE BURE, and on the other DE BURY. 

“Every reader his book” said the first. 

"Contrariwise" remarked the other, "every book its reader.” 

Alice walked on, and had not gone very far, when she came in sight of a book-selection 
meeting. Sitting at a large table were the Mad Hatrics and the March Hertis. On his head, 
the Mad Hatrics balanced a book with a ticket marked 10/6 on it: seeing Alice staring 
. at it, he said: "It really cost more you know, but I got discount through the Library , 
Licence Agreement.” 

Alice took no notice, and -began reading one of the books on the table: 

"Twas Leipzig, and the Slithy Toase 
Had titles from the Channel Isles. 
All Grolieresque: the binder sews 
His fascicules and files. 


Beware the Thomason, my son! 

His Commonwealth, his Civil War: 
Exclude the Quaker tracts, and then 
The folios abhor. 


And as in bookish thought he stood, 
The Thomason, with eyes of flame, 
Came Padelouping thtough the wood, 
And deckled as it came. 


‘He took his “stabbing” sword in hand — 
The Arber foe turned deathly pale — 
Then using Caxton’s “sloping stroke,” 
He slit it head to tail. 


Like copper burr, he raised its fur — 
His stabbing blade went Fraktur-Frak. 
He left it dead, and with its head 
He came a-Blooteling back. 


"Twas Leipzig, and the Slithy Toase 
Had titles from the Channel Isles. 
All Grolieresque the binder sews ` 
His fascicules and files. 


Alice put down the book and walked on. Very soon she came upon ttie Gryphius and 
the Mock Tottel, the latter sitting sadly on a rock, crying. 

"What is his sorrow?” asked Alice. 

“Oh! he has nobody to talk to — he's too clever. He went to Library School you know.” 
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“What did you learn?” said Alice addressing the Mock Tottel. 

“Oh! the usual things — crasification and boobliography.” 

"And what did you do in boobliography?” 

“Well,” said the Mock Tottel, counting off the subjects on his flappers, “first of all 
there was our ABC — A for accuracy, B for brevity, C for clarity, D for detail. Then 
there were the different kinds of boobliography. I think they were: anatomical or clinical, 
remunerative or systaltic, and hysterical. We had a few lessons in conjuring too." 

"What for?” asked Alice. = 

“You really are very dull" said the Mock Tottel angrily, "to learn our Hatrics of 
course," 

"I wasn't at all clever" muttered the Gryphius, beginning to cry, and he began to 
sing quietly: . 
''tis the voice of the tutor: I heard him complain, 

"Your last essay was bad, you must do it again.” 
Just then a cry of "the trial's beginning" could be heard in the distance. "Come on” 
cried the Gryphius, and taking Alice by the hand, hurried off. 

The King and Queen of Hertis were seated on their throne, and all around them a 
crowd was assembled — all sorts of councils, committees and co-operative schemes, and 
a library- full of books. 

"Herald! Read the accusation" said the King. The White Rabbit stood up and 
announced : 

"Ihe Knave of Hertis stole the ‘Access to Information’ pamphlet, thereby depriving us 
of the formulation and development of a national plan, and the proposals for action for 
the planning function carried out by a national bibliographical advisory council and the 
executive function carried out by a national bibliographical centre.” 

"Consider your verdict" said the King. 

"Not yet! Not yet!" the Rabbit interrupted hastily, and he called the first witness; 
this was the Mad Hatrics. 

"I am a poor man...” he began. 

"Off with his head!” screamed the Queen, "the Mad Hatrics and the Knave of Hertis 
are in league, and have been providing each other with information by means of co- 
operation through public, technical and commercial libraries." 

"Come down to Brastacs, my dear" said the King, "and call the next witness." 

The White Rabbit stood up again and called out "Alice." 

"This is ridiculous," thought Alice, and then aloud said: 

"I can't give evidence — I never studied the information explosion properly — I didn't 
think Pd ever need to know anything about it in the future." 

“That's your own fault," shouted the Queen, "do you plead guilty or not guilty?" 

"Rubbish" cried Alice, "it's nothing to do with me anyway. It's the responsibility of 
the government to establish efficient organization of information and documentation on 
a national footing." 

"She's read the pamphlet" shrieked the Queen, "she's stolen it — she's guilty — off 
with her head!" 

"Nonsense" retorted Alice, "anyway, yow'1e nothing but a lot of books;" whereupon 
all the book rose up and came flying down at her. 

Alice found herself lying on the grass, and some dead leaves from the trees were 
fluttering down on to her face. "What a curious dream," she thought as she got up and 
walked into the house. Just before she closed the door, she thought for a moment that 
she saw the White Knight, Sir Ladsirlac, sitting precariously on the garden gate. 


POTTED 20TH-CENTURY LITERATURE 


For Thomas Hardy Ogden Nash, 

Recognition was rather tardy In need of ready cash, 

And the critics were quite rude Said: “This is just fine — 

About Jude. Il make my publishers agree to pay me 


by the word instead of by the line!" 
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WORKING CONDITIONS SURVEY 


Graham Crowther 


Early in 1966 at the suggestion of Peter Jordan, the A.A.L. Council decided to conduct 
a survey into Working Conditions in libraries in the U.K. and N.I. A sub-committee was 
established to organise this project and decided to cover all types of libraries, as the 
Tighe Report, which it is hoped the present report will update, and to some extent replace, 
was confined to Public Libraries. — 

A pilot questionnaire was sent out in March and the excellent response to this resulted 
in a full scale survey being launched in July of this year. The questionnaire was designed 
so that it could be broken down into sections for analysis and the replies received were 
coded and are now being analysed. It is intended that it shall be published in the form 
of a collection of individual reports, each written by the person analysing a particular 
section, but with the answers to the questionnare being tabulated. The reports will point 
out any obvious conclusions and anomalies that appear from the answers and will also 
give the overall impressions gained from analysing the questionnaires as some of the 
questions could not be answered by a simple yes or no. The tables will break the answers 
down into type and size of library and also by geographical area. The answers had to be 
returned by the end of July, and this survey has generated a great deal of interest, par- 
ticularly the section on actual working conditions. In view of this the Council decided 
that the statistical table from this section should be published as soon as possible in 
The Assistant Librarian. This table is just a bare statistical outline, there is no geo- 
graphical breakdown, special libraries which will be broken down into four further 
categories are lumped together and there is no attempt to analyse, interpret or comment 
on the figures. This and all the other sections on Recruitment; Education; Library Schools; 
Training; Salaries and Welfare, will appear in the Survey, which it is hoped will be 
published in the Spring of 1967. It will be well worth having in its own right and is 
likely to become a standard reference work on the subject. Watch for the publication 
date which will be announced in The Assistant Librarian. 


THE 


HOLT-JACKSON BOOK COMPANY 
LIMITED 


€ 
Public and County Library Booksellers 
o 
PRESTON ROAD 
LYTHAM 
LYTHAM ST. ANNES 


Telephone: Lytham 7464 
Telex: 67580 (HJBOOKCO LYTHAM) 


London Showrooms: 


59 BRITTON STREET, CLERKENWELL ROAD, E.C.1. 
Telephone: Clerkenwell 3250 
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THE LONGEST DAY 


COUNCIL NOTES, 13th OCTOBER, 1966 

The agenda before the Council was an unusually full one, and it proved fortunate that 
Council had resolved, earlier this year, to commence its meetings at 9.30 a.m. instead of 
at 10.30 a.m. as heretofore. Notwithstanding this earlier start the meeting concluded only 
at 5.30 p.m. and was probably the longest on record. 

Council did not, on this occasion, waste much breath on NALGO: we were of one 
mind in our disgust at the provisions of AO 194 and at NALGO’s response to the repre- 
sentations of the Library Association. Wesagreed to support the L.A. in its efforts to seek 
satisfactory amendment of the Award, and the point was well made that action can only 
be through NALGO if it is to be effective. The importance of active participation in 
NALGO at Branch level was emphasised. 

Council considered again, and at some length, the question of the Library Assistant’s 
Certificate, this time in respect of the wisdom of its implementation at the present time 
in the circumstances of NO 194. The Past President strongly emphasized the danger of 
dilution in view of the framing of the special scale for librarians (the lower part of which 
is not designed for qualified librarians) and the lack of any place for the Certificate in the 
new pay structure. Perhaps it reflected the effect on Mr. Featherstone’s eloquence of the 
morning after, but for whatever reason he failed on this occasion to convince the Council 
which voted decisively to support the immediate implementation of the Certificate and to 
ask the Library Association to seek to have the Certificate fitted into the new pay structure. 

It was probably a reflection of Council's militant feelings on the question of -salaries 
and gradings that, in spite (or maybe because) of opposition from the officers, they strongly 
supported a motion from the Yorkshire Division — deferred last time — to ask the 
Library Association to re-examine its blacklisting policy, with particular reference: to the 
posts below the level of deputy. This proposal has now been referred to the Library 
Association. 

One of the new and important features of the Association’s work in-recent years has 
been the organisation of study tours, and Council learned with pleasure of the success of 
the latest of these — to Denmark, and of the successful visit to Britain arranged for the 
Russians: the first return visit by any of our hosts. An interesting development in this 


work is the invitation which Council has issued for three young Danish librarians to visit’ 


our Weekend School in Chichester next year. Mr. Oxley came forward, as Conference 
Secretary, with a generous offer to do all he could to make them feel welcome, but having 
heard a description of the visitors Council appreciated that the offer was not altogether 
disinterested. 

The question of A.A.L. participation in NLW 2 was considered, arising out of a letter 
from Miss Evans, the Executive Vice-Chairman. Council has set up a Committee with 
plenary powers to consider this question and to take any necessary action. Certain sug- 
gestions for possible activities were put forward, and interesting light was shed on the 
activities of members of the profession during NLW 1. We learned with interest, and 
some fascination, that when undertaking a consumer survey the lives of students at New- 
castle Library School were."completely transformed" by talking to complete strangers (!). 

Council said farewell at this meeting to two of the officers: Mr. Gann and Mr. Feather- 
stone. Mr. Gann has been an extremely hard working editor of the Assistant Librarian, 
and has had his own distincive style as editor. Mr. Featherstone has been a member of 
the Council for a decade, and by this year was its longest serving member. He has served 
the Council and the Association well from both back and front benches, and had clearly 
relished his return this year to the comparative irresponsibility of a veteran backbencher. 
The only member of Council who did not regret his departure from the scene was the 
Vice-President. 

MICHAEL J. RAMSDEN, B.A., A.L.A., Hon. Secretary, AAL. | 








D. H. Lawrence Bernard Shaw 

Was held in abhorrence ' . Almost had to withdraw 

On account of Lady Chatterley As an undesirable alien . 
Until quite latterly. ' Because of that word in Pygmalion. 
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A NEW SERVICE 
from H O L M E S. 


IN-STOCK JUVENILE BOOKS 


‘Our new catalogue of children’s. literature for ages 7—~9 and 
10— 14 represents books NOT MERELY IN PRINT BUT ACTUALLY 
. HELD IN STOCK IN MULTIPLE COPIES. 


This catalogued stock, kept separate irom our other large juvenile 


holdings to ensure stricter control, will give libraries a much greater than 
usual chance of having their orders fulfilled immediately. 


Our.aim is a SHELF TO SHELF SERVICE —— from our shelf to your 
shelf with the minimum delay. . 


Catalogues available post free on request. 


W. & R. HOLMES (BOOKS) LTD. 
: 3—11 DUNLOP ST., GLASGOW, C4. 





JACHSON'S LIBRARY SERVICE LTD. 


Public and County 
LIBRARY BOOKSELLERS 


School Contractors | 


Liverpool Road 
: SOUTHPORT 


Telephone: 78568 
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WHAT DID YOU DO IN NATIONAL LIBRARY 
WEEK DADDY ? 


Although a long way from being a father, it occurred to me that readers of the 
Assistant might be interested in what students of Newcastle School of Librarianship did 
in NLW (remember NLW?). 


Thursday, February 3rd. 


First meeting. Án initial offer was made through one of our lecturers by Newcastle 


Education Committee to give us space at an exhibition of handicrafts by pupils of schools 
for the handicapped, to be held in Rutherford College of Technology Entrance Hall in the 
week before NLW, the Entrance Hall not being available during the Week itself. 

Some of us were not enthusiastic about combining wtth something else, as it was felt 
that we might be “swamped” by the handicrafts exhibition. Only one alternative sug- 
gestion was put forward at the meeting, however: that we might be able to mount an 
exhibition in the entrance to the Rates Hall in the new Civic Centre. 

After the official meeting, brains having been shaken, dusted, and divested of mothballs, 
several more alternatives were proposed. One of these resulted in a deputation dis- 
appearing in the direction of a nearby caravan firm. On discovering that we couldn’t hire 
a caravan (the plan involved parking one in the Haymarket in Newcastle, containing a 
display illustrating the services offered by a modern library) for less than £30, and not 
having any money at, all, we abandoned that idea in favour of plan C. This involved 
borrowing a disused “mobile library from a neighbouring County Library with the same 
object as Plan B. 


Friday, February 4th 
We learned that an application to use the Rates Hal! would have to be discussed by 


the City Council, whose next meeting was not until 17th February — rather late, we e felt. | 


Exit Plan À. 


Tuesday, February 8th. 
We discovered that it would cost £300 to put a mobile library back on the road. Éxit 
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* Plan C. Slightly disheartened, other ideas were mooted, such as a parade of female 


students in bathing costumes down Northumberland Street. Yours truly, Co-ordinator 
Extraordinary, felt that the situation was becoming more extraordinary than co-ordinated ! 
Monday, February 14th. 

Some alert member. of the Committee (políte name for the group of people responsible 
— not what anyone else called us!) spotted an empty shop window in a main Newcastle 
street. Enquiries were made. 


Tuesday, February 15th. 
Final decision meeting. It was decided to go'ahead with two plans, as far as possible: 


‘we would accept the Rutherford College offer, and also negotiate for the shop window, 


for use in NLW proper. The Committee divided into two, and the co-ordinator’s lot 
ceased to be an idle one. 

Approach was made to the estate agents responsible for the shop and a letter despatched 
to their London office. At this point Planning Group Two began to move ahead. It was 
decided to make the theme of our Rutherford College display “Libraries helping the 


- Handicapped,” to fit in with the main exhibition . . . Gradually we assembled exhibits .. . 


‘Newcastle City Libraries lent us a collection of books on handicrafts, and a dozen 
Ulverscroft Large-print books. The National Library for the Blind sent us some books in 
Braille and Moon, while the Northern Counties Library for the Blind, in North Shields, 
lent us not only books in Braille, but a talking book as well. The Red Cross contributed 


an electric page-turner and a pair of prismatic spectacles. We were also grateful to Miss 


Going of Kent County Library and to the L.A. Library for several photographs of equip- 


- ment actually in use, and of services to housebound readers and patients in hospital. 


Meanwhile, Planning Group One was getting nowhere at great speed . . 


Friday, February 25tb.. 
A letter arrived from,London, to tell us that the estate agents had already let the window 


.. — to the Cheshire Jeust. Disgust at the length of time they had taken to inform us of this. 


Uo Cy 0 
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fact made this, though not the last, one of our more bitter disappointments. 
Wednesday, March 2nd. 

Publicity: material from NLW ‘headquarters arrived. Last-minute attempts to find other 
sites had proved fruitless, so we diverted the publicity material to the Rutherford Exhibi- 
tion, and concentrated all our efforts on that. 

Thursday, March 3rd. 

Publicity information sent to the Newcastle Journal, the BBC, and Tyne-Tees Tele- 
vision was ignored, except by the newspaper, which gave us two column-inches. 
Friday, March 4th. 

Some of the equipment was taken to Rutherford College and stored in the College 
Library. The books from the City Library arrived. 

Monday, March 7th. 1 p.m. 

A party of volunteers arrived at Rutherford College to set up the display, to find no 
stands, no tables, and no-one from the Education Department General Office. The working 


, party dispersed. 


2 p.m. The working party reassembled. The stands having arrived, we started putting 
them up and fastening pegboard to them. 

3.45 pom. The tables arrived. 
Tuesday, March 81b. 

9 am. Electric page-turner set up. 

12 am. Everything was checked, ready for the official opening at 6.30 p.m. by the 


* Sheriff of Newcastle. Copies of our leaflet on library services to the handicapped were 


placed in readiness. 

4.30 p.m, Our own posters arrived, and were rapidly distributed for display in 
prominent places in Newcastle. 

6 p.m. The talking book refused to talk. After a nerve-racking half-hour listening to 
the Queen's English being spoken backwards, sideways, and upside-down, it was finally 
persuaded to co-operate. 

6.30 p.m. The exhibition opened. The Sherif showed a great deal of interest in our 


J 
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section, and was with difficulty restrained from lying on the floor to try the prismatic e 


spectacles in the correct position. 

Although the rest of the exhibition was unstaffed, in view of the nature of some of 
our exhibits it was felt that constant supervision of our display was necessary. The 
organisers of the display are very grateful to those of their colleagues who permitted them- 
selves to be bribed or threatened into giving up some of their time to look after things, 
and to answer questions from members of the public. 

Friday, March 111b. 

Originally the exhibition was to close at 8.30 p.m. and be dismantled the following 
morning. At 1 p.m. there was a phone call from the Education Department to say: "Can 
you have it dismantled by 4.00 this afternoon?” Immediate reaction was No, but thanks 
to the efforts of the people staffing it that afternoon, and others who happened to be in 
the nearby Central Library, we managed it, albeit reluctantly. 

Monday and Tuesday, March 14th and 1515. 

Any description of our activities would be incomplete without mention of the first year 
students, who not only helped to staff our display, but on the first two days of NLW 
itself, conducted a "read-in" sitting in prominent places in the city, reading books, 
festooned with banners and placards (the students, not the books), proclaiming the slogan 

"Make time to read." 

The effect of NLW upon several of the Newcastle students, who had hitherto never 
found themselves proclaiming the merits of libraries to perfect strangers, was immeasur- 
able, and those who participated seemed to get far more out of NLW than they put into 
it, although (as this account shows) this was considerable. 

To all who did anything to help, the NLW Committee say a heartfelt "thank-you" and 
look forward to hearing of the exploits and antics of their successors in NLW ’67. 

MALCOLM S. ROBSON ANGELA BAGGOTT HARRY GALLOWAY 





In Ulysses James Joyce We accept the plays of Anouilh 
Spoke with the authentic Dublin voice But can we 
But wasn't Finnegans Wake Recapture the origin? Greek 
A mistake? Mystique? 
si (ER IN KE (wi 
: ! 
| ASKEWS OF PRESTON 
l 
KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE l 
j BRITISH ISLES FOR I 
I EFFICIENCY, SERVICE 
AND COURTESY 
| | 
i ESTABLISHED OVER 75 YEARS | 
| | 
| 
l JAMES ASKEW AND SON, LTD. i 
| 
| PARK LANE BUILDINGS, i 
NORTH ROAD (A.6), 
i | PRESTON i 
l Telephone: 55947 (3 lines) i 
l Telex: 67583 - 
| 


| 
*TOP-CATTING 


QUIGG, P. J. Theory of cataloguing: an examination handbook. Clive Bingley, 1966. 
88 pages. 15s. i 


Here is a book which both sets a new standard for the publisher's Examination Guide- 
books series, and makes a useful contribution to the literature on this most elusive and 
undervalued area of professional interest. Fun has .been made before now of the 
apparently self-contradictory title of L.A. Examination Paper B.12, for cataloguing is 
often regarded as essentially a pragmatic activity, carried out in terms of immediate 
situations rather than of generalised principles. What Mr. Quigg has done is to 
demonstrate by a thoughtful collocation of the major references in a scattered literature, 
and by his own interpolations where the references do not exist, that cataloguing theory 
is as cogent a body of professional doctrine as any other; and that it is as much 
deserving of the profession’s urgent attention as those more fashionable offshoots, like 
classification, which have been at the forefront in recent years. That he has been able 
to do so within the framework of the L.A. syllabus and still provide a more useful and 

- readable aid to students than most other titles in the series, is a tribute as much to his 
easy style as to the range and depth of his sympathies. 

With this said, it remains true that 88 pages are a very small space, allowing only 
the briefest glimpses at some topics that are of more than student interes.. For example, 
it would have been useful if the problem in cataloguing serials, of relating entries to 
other complementary records, could have. been given more attention than a flat reference 
to visible indexes on page 62. This is a major problem which was partly discussed in 
Andrew D. Osborn’s Serial Publications (Chicago, A.L.A., 1955. Chapter 7)—still the 
only book of any real value on all aspects of its subject—and which was quite lost 
sight of in the papers of the International Conference on Cataloguing Principles. Again, 
the chapter on “Cataloguing Processes and Policies” has no reference to a subject of 
great interest in, at least special libraries. This.is the question of formulating common 
policies for catalog E and other methods of mobilising information (indexes, bulletins, 
abstracts, etc.), so that cataloguing data can be put to work for several purposes and the 
searcher can turn from one part of the bibliographical machinery to another with minimum 
disruption in the line of his approach. 

On descriptive cateloguing Mr. Quigg, like all his predecessors, does less than justice 
to a subject which is growing rapidly in importance as mechanisation draws nearer. 
“Descriptive cataloguing is primarily focused on the establishment of the main entry”, he 
says (page, 34). But the concepts of “main” and “added” entries have little importance 
nowadays, in a world even of “unit cards”, let alone of computers; and descriptive 
cataloguing is changing its meaning to one much more concerned with the identification 
and characterisation of library materials under all kinds of headings. Indeed, one of its 
essential roles.is to explain why a book has been entered under any of the headings at 
which the searcher may find it. The explanation may be in the body of the entry, in the 
notes or in the annotation; and this is one reason why it seems so unnecessary to pre- 
serve the traditional distinction between notes and annotation (page 72). 

But it is the high quality of the text as a whole that stimulates such observations. 
The author is one of the most competent practising cataloguers in the business, and 
throughout his book he relates everything back to the practicalities of the cataloguing 
room. When he comes to revise his work (as he will surely have soon to do, if only 
to take full account of the imminent Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules) it is to be 
hoped that both he and his publisher will be persuaded to realise the full potential of 
a valuable property by turning it into the large-scale book on principles and practice 
which a newly-emerging breed of cataloguers is going to need, and which Mr. Quigg is 
so obviously able to write. 

PETER R. LEWIS, Editor ‘Catalogue & Index’. 





Elinor Glyn Dorothy Sayers 

Wrote about sin, Rather than let Wimsey smoke Players, 
. But Ethel M. Dell Gave him the finest cigar — 

Was a good gel, In fact, a Villar y Villar. 
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YOUR LETTERS 


THE BOOK BOUTIQUE 

Your thought for the month, “If disco- 
théques are swinging, why not biblio- 
théques?” came most aptly into my life. A 
little while ago, one of my readers came in. 
"Ive found out whats the matter with 
Public Libraries,” he said without pre- 
amble; "it's your image; you don't swng, 
You go into a library, and what’s thene? 
Rows and rows of books as far as the eye 
can see, with vast areas of floor in between, 
and a pen in the middle with a lot of lib- 
rarians in it." 

"Now, if you chopped up the floor 
space into small rooms, like they do in 
shops, gave each of them a theme for 
decoration, like bamboo or Regency or 
something; took the librarians out of their 
pen, put them into mini skirts and boots 
and propped them up against the book- 
shelves, you might get somewhere. The 
book boutique's got the right idea, add 


some canned music and indirect lighting ' 


and a few plastic daffodils and you'd be 
laughing." 
(Mrs.) DILYS SMITH, Park Prewett Hos- 
pital, Basingstoke, Hampshire. ; 
LIBRARIES ON TELEVISION 
On reading the editorial article, 
raries on Television” in 


"Lib- 


librarians in the north have. been more 
fortunate than our colleagues in the south 

with regard to the T.V. programme, "You 
- and Your Library." l 

This programme was in fact produced 
by the northern LT.V. company, A.B.C. 
. Television, and there were two pro- 
grammes shown here of about 15 minutes 
length — the one mentioned in the article 
was the second, the first being all about 


the. lending, reference and junior depart- - 


ments of the new Cheadle Branch of 


Cheshire County Library. 


-iA.B.C. Television did issue display 


posters, and. as a library student at Liver- . 


VIVIAN GRAY 





the October - 
Assistant, Y am forced to the view that we 


pool School of Librarianship, I saw. them 


on display in the northern libraries visited 


on instructional trips. They. were rfot very 
eye-catching though, and were in black 
with “Ssh!” printed on them in large 
white letters looking rather like one -of 
those notices seen in cartoon libraries. . 

The programmes were shown on Sunday 


. afernooons at 1.40 p.m. I suppose this is 


not really a peak viewing hour either, but 
they did precede other educational pro- 
grammes; although I believe the second 
programme preceded a televised football 


`. match, and may have been seen by viewers 
- who switched on the television too early. 


: MARTIN FISHER 


STATEMENTS OF FACT 

Mr. Bakewell (Assistant Librarian, Sep- 
tember) questions two statements of fact in 
the August issue. If my memory serves me: 
right, Miss Cloke did not state, without 
qualification, that the task of the industrial 
librarian is rendered “much easier” -because 
of the nartow field of subject interest. This 
statement was made in a specific context, 


- Le. the determination of objectives. O. and 


M. men ask five questions in considering 
a job: why? what? where? when?' who? 
The most importagt is why? If you cannot 
say why you are pwwgg to do a job, then 
you should not do it, and the other. ques-. 
tions need not be asked. An industrial 
librarian knows his objective is to provide 
information services, to the staff of the 
firm, which will help to increase produc- 
tivity and profits. The fringe subjects men- 
tioned by Mr. Bakewell are the what? and. 
how? of attaining this objective. Public 
librarians may have more difficulty in 
deciding if their work is really necessaty. 
Mr. Collis did express a preference for 
cral communication over the circulation of 
memoranda. That the written word can be 
ambiguous and misinterpreted, Mr. Bake- 
well has just demonstrated. 
Miss NOR ORMEROD, Connty Branch 
Library, Golborne, nr. Warrington, Lancs. 





l The Motor Enthusiasts Bookseller since 1946 
108 CUCKFIELD ROAD — HURSTPIERPOINT — SUSSEX 


* 
Supplier of | 
MOTOR VEHICLE WORKSHOP MANUALS 
to Public Libraries 


List available on request a 
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TOP POPS IN LIBRARIANSHIP '66 


-(1) Yeu can't hurry love ........... EE ede: Bs ut - The Romantic Reservations 

12) Bis and Peces soari aar a ala oda The Crakow .Fragments 

. (3) They're coming to take me away ha, baaa! ......oonococonccncncnconanonos The Defaulters 

^ (4) Breaking up is so hard to do/All SHOOK UD sesion ess Vatman and the Sizers 

"ASIE Bend A ocius La A A AN The Tokens 

(6) A Groovy kind of Toe (ir oo Ta a CE E a a The Drypoints 

(7) Don’t throw your love away .....oooocooroccccnarancnao o pne DU DD Ud The Discards 

(8): Black ts black seed ira Intaglio and the Gellatines 

(9) Everybody's doing it ...ooccccoccccoracocanonrono sud eri i i The Computer Libs. 

(10) Ive grown accustomed to her face 2. secare teer eee nean Eae Gill Granjon 

i _ (also recorded by the Small Faces) 

(10) Litle Man a e aE TATS The Microstrippers 
TIP FOR THE TOP *67 

I can't give you anything but love/ Visions ...eooconoccconocanccnconroronaonannnnos The Estimates 
LP SPOT | 


| 


dd di s 


"Happiness" by the London Libs. Following up their great success "Help," this new 
record includes: "You were meant for me," "I'd do anything for you dear," “No regrets," 
"We shall overcome.” 

VAUGHAN WHIBLEY, A.L.A., London Borough of Bromley Public Libraries. 


LOCAL LIBRARY HISTORY 
The Library History Group is considering forming a North Regional division to make 
it easier to organise local meetings and particularly visits to libraries of historical interest. 
‘Anyone who is interested (member or non-member of the Group) is invited to contact 
me at the Leeds Library School. 


JOHN R. ALLRED, EJ, Lecturer in Library History, Leeds. Library School. 
(Leeds College of merce, 28 Park Place, Leeds 1.) 





UP o on branded 
o 30/. DISCOUNT ?ARerTS 
WILTON, AXMINSTER, ORIENTALS, etc. FREE delivery U.K. 


Expert fitting arranged if required. Write stating requirements 
or for introduction to showrooms LONDON or MAIN cities. 


DODSON-BULL CARPET CO. 
Showrooms: 2-4 Little Britain, London, E.C.!. 


Offices: 37a Aldersgate St. London, E.C.1. 
MONarch 7171 (10 lines) 
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AT 25°/, DISCOUNT 


ALL TYPES AND STYLES OF RINGS - 
ALWAYS IN STOCK 


ALSO WATCHES. CLOCKS. 
WEDDING RINGS 
AT 10%--20% DISCOUNT 


Write for Ring Catalogue to J A W 

the actual manufacturers e «€ $ J E ELLERS Ltd 
96 HATTON GARDEN, LONDON, E.C.l. Tel: CHA 6025 & 4020 

Hours of business: Weekdays 9-5.30 Sats. 9-12.30 Evenings by appointment 


X C OSSD ID IODIDE IO IORI IODIDE 
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ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 
Revision courses by correspondence | 


Take INDEPENDENCE * 
just as an example 


But whare do nn ane in? Right in the very |. This examination will be held for the 
cart of tha United States of America—a town FH A ; 

of some 65,000 inhabitants on the Missouri last time in November 1967. The AAL. . 
river, housing the headquarters of the Mid- proposes to offer two revision sessions ino 
Continent Public Library Service which con- 1967, running February-June and August. ' 
trols 10 Branch Libraries in Missouri and is of November 

course equipped with KEESINGS* to help pre- ae A l mE 
serve its readers’ independence based on a || Courses will be available to those stu- . 
factual outlook* on current international . dents who have previous] taken an organ- B 


affairs — a wisely chosen position *, shared by * : : 
many libraries throughout the North Ameri- ised course of study and have failed’ the 


can Continent. examination. 3 
(bl yours for the asking i i Applications for the session commencing : 
puse moderată sudseriptron) Ist February, 1967 should be submitted «by , 
21st January, 1967. o 
Forms obtainable from Mr. J. S. Davey, 
at 49, Halstead Gardens, London, N.21. 
Please send stamped self-addressed en- 


CRAMER'S | viore. 


for MUSIC 
GREETINGS 


MUSICAL LITERATURE ' FROM HONG KONG 


AND MUSIC BINDING John S. Bristow, F.L.A., President of the ' 


- 99, St. Martin's Lane, . i TS o its Pae THEE Year ` 
(1955) and at present Librarian of Hong 

London, W.C.2 cov. 1612 Kong City Libra eras eoe E 
Complete Music Servi the A.A.L. Coun c wishe unds 
Ae would allow the nex'KG.M. to be held. 





in Hong Kong. He keeps in touch by pay- - : 
ing Air Mail rates (£3 a year) for the: 
Record and the Assistant. ; 


re WEE Wa Wa ==] 
l THE MR. BENGE 


SOUTH Mr. Benge, whose “Good Will Mes- ; 
AMERICAN sage" appears on page 232, is a legendary . 


figure; but he really exists. To those who | 
HANDBOOK wish to contact him, his address is not as 
given in the 1966 L.A. Year Book, but as: - 
The most up-to-date and dd BS C. Benge, en MEMM, 
LA., Department o ibrary Studies, `` 
comprehensive guide to University of Ghana, P.O. Box 60, Legon, `.. 
South and Central America, "E P 


Accra, Ghana. 
Mexico and the Caribbean. 


FOLK SONG 


published by Harold Hill of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. This is "A beuk o' Newcassel 
sangs,” collected by Joseph Crawhall and 
first published in 1888 in an edition of : 
D AL 120 copies. This new edition includes a 
ept, AL. short biography by A. Wallace, Deputy . 
19 LEADENHALL STREET, City Librarian o' Newcassel. The work is . 
LONDON, E.C.3. illustrated by Crawhall’s own woodcuts, . 
) À which admirably suit - the songs they 
Uun AA WA illustrate. 


obtainable from 


TRADE & TRAVEL - 
| PUBLICATIONS LTD. 


i | (900 pages) E 
1967 EDITION Folk song addicts and biblioanughéis . 
20s. (by post 22s.) alike will be interested in a small book 
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Paper-Backs last longer and look better when 
bound in LAMINATED, HARD COVERS 


Specimen Copy and Prices from: 


DUNN & WILSON LIMITED, 


BELLEVUE BINDERY, 
FALKIRK. 


Bookbinding Specialists to the Library World 


WOODFIELD & STANLEY 


LIMITED 


Specialists in 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Wakefield Road, Moldgreen, Huddersfield 
Tel: Huddersfield 21467 
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